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However, none of them was at home 
during the four-hour raid that started 
around 11:00pm. 

Meanwhile, another brother of 
them was arrested by army men and 
handed over to the Mirpur police at 
around 9:00pm yesterday on charge 
of possessing illegal firearms.

Police said that the six firearms 
seized from Dipjol's house were in 
lawful possession, but there was no 
permission for 317 rifle bullets pos-
sessed by Dipjol and 69 pistol bullets 
kept by Shahadat. Another 188 bul-
lets, which were possessed legally, 
were also seized.

The joint forces were also conduct-
ing a raid at Parbata Cinema in Mirpur, 
owned by Shahadat, yesterday 
evening. 

Comprising army and policemen 
from Mirpur, Pallabi, Kafrul and 
Shahali police stations, the team 
encircled the five-storey building at 
Court Bari in Mirpur before starting the 
raid Monday night. 

They seized a double barrel gun, a 
shotgun, one .22 bore rifle and an air 
gun and 317 rifle bullets and 89 car-
tridges of .22 bore gun from the first 
floor flat of Dipjol. Dipjol is the licensee 
of those firearms. The law enforcers 
then seized another .22 bore rifle, a 
shotgun, 99 rounds .22 bore rifle bullet 
and 69 rounds .32 bore pistol bullet 
from the second floor flat of Shahadat 
in the same building.

The seized firearms do not fall in 
the categories specified by the interim 
government for submitting firearms to 
the police stations concerned by 
January 5, police said.

Also a Dhaka City Corporation 
(DCC) Ward Commissioner, Dipjol 
was a contender for BNP tickets in the 
upcoming parliamentary polls from 
Dhaka-11 constituency and cam-
paigned for a long time. Failing to get 

BNP nomination, he was contesting 
the polls as an independent candidate.    

A s s i s t a n t  S u b - I n s p e c t o r  
Asaduzzaman of Shahali Police 
Station filed two separate cases 
against Dipjol and Shahadat accusing 
them of possessing bullets illegally.
PARBATA CINEMA RAID
A team of army encircled Parbata 
Cinema from around 3:30pm yester-
day. 

The army was seen allowing the 
moviegoers to come out of the cinema 
hall after searching their bodies at 
around 6:45pm. The search was going 
on as of 8:10pm.
DIPJOL'S BROTHER ARRESTED
Afzal Hossain, another brother of 
Dipjol, was picked up by the army at 
Gabtoli area on charge of possessing 
illegal firearms and was handed over 
to the Mirpur police at around 9:00pm 
yesterday, police sources said. No 
details could be learned as of 10:00pm 
last night.
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sources said.
SATKHIRA
The army arrested 16 people includ-
ing AL-backed ward commissioners 
Abdus Selim of ward no 1, and 
Nazibullah Ailu of ward no 5, and 
BNP-backed union parishad chair-
man Rezaul Islam of Noapara union 
parishad under Debhata upazila.

The other arrestees are Abdul 
Gaffar, Tala Sadar union member, 
Mamun Rana Jahangir, organising 
secretary of district Juba Dal, and 
BNP leaders Karim Gazi, Moslem 
Fakir, Rezaul Sardar, Mofizur 
Rahman, Rawshan Al i ,  and 
Chhoton. The arrested AL leaders 
i n c l u d e d  M a s u d  B i s w a s ,  
Nuruzzaman and Krishna Pada 
Rishi. 

The troops arrested Selim 
around 2:45am from his house at 
Katia while Rezaul, who is also the 
convener of Debhata upazila BNP, 
from his village home in Debhata at 
about 2:00am. 
BARISAL 
Seven people including Firoz 
Ahmed, a BNP leader who is also a 
Barisal City Corporation (BCC) 
ward commiss ioner,  and a  
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) 
leader were arrested in a nightlong 
army-led operation. Two brothers of 
a BNP-backed ward commissioner 
and two brothers-in-law of the BCC 
mayor were also arrested. They 
were handed over to police after 
interrogation.

The troops recovered several 
sharp weapons from Firoz's house, 
a gun and 22 rounds of different 
types of ammunition from the house 
of his son-in-law Ziauddin Sikdar 
who is also a ward commissioner 
and a BNP leader.

The army also recovered a rifle 
from the house of BCC mayor's 
brother-in-law.
PATUAKHALI
The troops arrested 19 persons 

including Mashiur Rahman Khan -- 
Patuakhali district unit Jubo Dal 
president and a close aide to former 
minister Altaf Hossain Chowdhury  
some JCD leaders, thugs and 
extortionists from different upazilas 
on Monday night and yesterday.

Other arrestees include wanted 
criminals in the Sadar upazila like 
Bachchu Talukdar, Shahidul, 
Aminul, Nannu, Sultan, Ujjal, Ismail, 
Masud, Mamun, Roni Howladar and 
Rubel Gazi, and two top armed 
operatives of JCD -- Sekandar Ali 
and Shafiqullah.

They were handed over to police 
after interrogation and a court later 
sent them to jail.
CHANDPUR
Army personnel and police arrested 
city BNP leader Ferdous Alam 
Babu, and Hainchar upazila Jubo 
Dal activist Masud in the early hours 
of yesterday.

They also raided the house of 
district headquarter BNP leaders 
Hanif Gazi and Monir Miji, but the 
targets had fled earlier sensing the 
drive in progress.
PIROJPUR
Army raided the house of Riaz 
Hassan, a top armed operative of 
local Jubo Dal and nephew of for-
mer BNP lawmaker and whip 
Shahidul Huq Jamal. However they 
failed to arrest any one from there. 
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committee Prof Dr Md Abubakar 
Siddique of the Arabic department 
issued a 'note of dissent' against 
the committee's decision mention-
ing the selected candidates' simul-
taneous degrees.

According to the university 
ordinance, if any honours student 
studies at any other institution 
simultaneously, his or her univer-
sity admission/degree is to be 
cancelled.

The selection committee's 
recommendations are now waiting 
to be finalised in the next Syndicate 
meeting later this week.

The select ion committee 
excluded two candidates who 
obtained first-class first positions in 
both honours and masters. They 
are -- Arshadul Hasan (MA in 2004) 
and Zahirul Islam (MA in 2003). 
They received University Grants 
Commission Gold Medal in 2006 
and 2005 respectively for achiev-
ing highest marks in the faculty.

On the other hand, among the 
selected candidates, Noor-e Alam 
and Rafiqul Islam have one 'first-
class second' position each.

Prof Siddique said he sent 
documents on selected candi-
dates' simultaneous degrees to the 
chief of the selection committee, 

which will be placed before the 
university Syndicate.

 Prof Yusuf Haider said the 
committee selected the candidates 
with better qualifications on the 
basis of available data and there 
was no scope for anomalies. 

He said a member of the com-
mittee presented papers of simul-
taneous degrees of the three 
selected candidates while two 
other members presented papers 
on cancellation of their simulta-
neous degrees.

"I have sent all the papers -- 
against or in favour of the selected 
candidates' simultaneous degrees 
-- for the Syndicate's decision. Now 
it is up to them to take action," Prof 
Haider added.

He ruled out the allegation of 
politically affiliated persons' selec-
tion, saying, "That's all rubbish".

Former president of Dhaka 
University Teachers' Association 
Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique said 
obtaining simultaneous degrees is 
a punishable offence. 

"We are concerned that the 
authorities are going to appoint as 
teachers the persons who commit-
ted the offence, violating university 
rules. The authorities should can-
cel the selection and punish the 
offenders."
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parliament in addition to creating 
a flawless voter list within the 
same period will not be possible. 

The  p res iden t ' s  speech  
prompted the people to expect a 
flawless voter list from the care-
taker government as well as 
identification and punishment of 
those responsible for making the 
current flawed list.

"If an investigation finds out 
that the flawed voter list was the 
result of someone's inefficiency, 
then the responsible should be 
made to pay from their own pock-
ets for the wastage they had 
imposed on the nation," Prof 
Muzaffer Ahmed said.

Law Adviser Barrister Mainul 
Hosein on the other hand told The 
Daily Star, "So far we have not 
thought of finding and punishing 
the persons responsible for the 
f lawed l ist. Rather we are 
emphasising on a flawless voter 
list. We have already talked to the 
Election Commission in this 
regard."

"But it was discussed at the 
advisory council meeting that the 
Election Commission had previ-
ously wasted Tk 140 crore in the 
name of introducing voters' ID 
cards. Where did this money go? 
The council decided to ask the 
ACC to investigate the matter," 
Hosein pointed out.

"Afterwards, I called up the 
ACC chairman over the phone 
and asked him to start an inquiry," 
he added.

Meanwhile, ACC Chairman 
Justice Sultan Hossain Khan 
admitted of having the phone 
conversation and said they will 
formally launch an inquiry into the 
matter after receiving a letter 
from the government in this 
regard.

Asked whether the anti-graft 
commission will launch an inquiry 
into the flawed voter list prepared 
by the EC while MA Aziz had been 
in the office as its chief and the 
process of which continued even 
after act ing Chief Elect ion 
Commissioner (CEC) Mahfuzur 
Rahman took over the charge, 
the ACC chairman did not make 
any concrete comment but said 
an inquiry can be initiated even 
later.

The EC under the leadership 
of MA Aziz spent over Tk 100 
crore in preparing the flawed 
voter list. In the process Aziz 

even fought with the finance 
ministry for allocation and dis-
bursement of fund while totally 
ignoring press reports on how the 
list was becoming flawed. 

Aziz also ignored the demands 
of opposition parties. Awami 
League was demanding that the 
voter list of 2000 be updated, 
instead of preparing a fresh one, 
to keep it above controversy. 

The EC produced voter list's 
partisan and flawed nature 
became crystal clear when the 
commission fought against the 
High Court (HC) on the issue of 
updating the list. The HC finally 
issued a ruling that the EC should 
update the voter list created in 
2000. But the EC ignored the 
ruling for nearly two weeks on the 
pretext of not receiving the order 
and started preparing the flawed 
list on January 1, 2006. 

But the EC did not stop there. 
It went to the Appellate Division of 
the Supreme Court and filed an 
appeal against the HC verdict, 
which it lost.  

Meanwhile, Aziz gave rise to a 
crisis within the EC as the deci-
sion of creating a fresh voter list 
had been taken by him unilater-
ally ignoring other election com-
missioners. 

After Aziz had gone on a leave 
and Mahfuzur Rahman took over 
as the acting CEC, he also 
refrained from publishing the 
draft voter list before and even 
after the announcement of the 
now defunct election schedule  
making the whole thing even 
more suspicious.

Foreign poll observers like 
National Democratic Institute 
(NDI) found gross flaws on the 
list. NDI detected 13 percent 
error margin on the list, which is 
far too high to be acceptable. 

The voters' ID card project that 
the caretaker government asked 
the ACC to inquire into had been 
actually launched on January 1, 
1995 during a BNP regime that 
had taken office in 1991.

The project was kept sus-
pended for a year after an AL 
government had come to power 
in 1996. It restarted in mid-1997 
and ended in June 2000. 

EC sources said about four 
crore ID cards were issued under 
the project. 

Interestingly, they never said 
whether the ID cards are valid. 

No plan to probe 

5 more advisers
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postponed the January 22 parlia-
mentary election. The other advis-
ers to the council of advisers 
headed by Iajuddin also resigned 
on that night, paving the way for full 
reconstitution of the council of 
advisers.

The interim government led by 
Dr Fakhruddin has primarily envis-
aged several agendas for holding 
credible elections: Correcting the 
voter list, introducing voter-identity 
cards and transparent ballot box in 
the polls. 

The caretaker government and 
the Election Commission might 
also open dialogue with major 
political parties before setting the 
ball rolling once again for the elec-
tion.

Ershad
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out in the same case. 
After the hearing, the trial court 

kept the petition in the case file and 
fixed the hearing date today.

Earlier on December 14 last 
year, Judge Mohammad Amirul 
Islam of the First Additional District 
and Sessions Judge's Court also 
asked the former president to 
surrender by today to serve out a 
High Court (HC) verdict.

Ershad was found guilty of 
misappropriating Tk 33 crore in a 
shady deal for purchasing 520 
Japanese boats and 10 water-
purifying machines for relief opera-
tion in 1989.

On July 6, 1995, Judge Jinnat 
Ara of the trial court sentenced 
Ershad three years' imprisonment. 
The court also fined him Tk 10,000 
and in default, he will have to serve 
four more months in jail.

The same year, Ershad filed an 
appeal with the HC against the 
lower court verdict.

Later, justice Faisal Mahmud 
Faizee of the single-member HC 
bench handed two years' imprison-
ment to the former president reject-
ing his appeal.

Faizee in his verdict also asked 
Ershad to surrender before the trial 
court without specifying any time or 
date.

JP asks CG
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"Preparations for the election 
will have to be completed within 
120 days as the duration of the 
state of emergency is 120 
days, "  Kaz i  Zafar  Ahmed,  
senior presidium member of JP, 
said at a press briefing held at 
the party's Banani office. 

He, however, said a delayed 
election is better than a faulty 
one and the election should be 
held as soon as possible. 

“Everybody welcomed the 
decision of imposing the state 
of emergency and I hope the 
new caretaker  government  
would take effective measures 
to resolve all crises," he said in 
response to a question and 
termed the state of emergency 
a temporary measure. 

The JP leader appreciated 
"the recent role played by the 
army, foreign diplomats and 
donors in forming the present 
caretaker government." 

Those who resorted to ram-
pant corrupt ion during the 
tenure of the last government 
should be arrested and brought 
to justice, Kazi Zafar also 
demanded.  

"Fakhruddin Ahmed is a 
neutral and honest man and the 
advisory council led by him 
would be able to hold a free, 
fair, neutral and peaceful elec-
tion for the nation," he said 
when journalists asked him to 
c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  n e w l y  
appointed chief adviser.

"The new government has 
been formed in accordance with 
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n , "  Z a f a r  
observed when replying to 
another question. 

Replying to another query, 
Kazi Zafar said his party chair-
man Ershad was consulting 
legal experts to decide whether 
or not he should surrender to 
the court on Wednesday (to-
day) as ordered. He may not 
have to surrender before the 
court, he added.

JP Secretary General Ruhul 
Amin  Hawlader,  p res id ium 
member Ziauddin Bablu, Tajul 
Islam Chowdhury, Fakir Ashraf 
and Abu Hossain Babla were 
present among others at the 
briefing.

Mill worker 
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The fire broke out at a tin-roofed 
house at the workers' colony of the 
jute mill at around 4:15am and soon 
engulfed 25 adjacent houses. The 
victim, Neser, was asleep at one of 
the houses during the incident.  

Fire Service sources said the fire 
originated from an electric short 
circuit. They estimated the damage 
to property at about Tk 1.25 lakh. 

Three fire fighting units from 
city's Agrabad Fire Station rushed to 
the spot and extinguished the blaze 
after one and a half hours.
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Rice was due to hold talks with 
Kuwaiti leaders and confer with 
other foreign ministers of the six 
Gulf Cooperation Council member 
states plus Egypt and Jordan.

She was aiming to drum up 
support for US President George 
W. Bush's "surge" strategy to tackle 
violence in Iraq with the deployment 
of an additional 21,500 troops and 
to seek financial aid from the oil-rich 
Gulf countries for the government 
of Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, 
chiefly through debt forgiveness.

"We'll see tonight at the GCC+2 
how these states intend to try to 
support the unity government of 
Iraq but I think there has been a 
very positive reaction thus far," Rice 
told reporters in Kuwait.

The US plan revealed last week 
has come under fire in many Arab 
capitals, even among staunch allies 
in the Gulf, with critics saying it 
provides a recipe for more sectar-
ian violence in Iraq that could 
spread elsewhere in the region.

But Rice on Monday won sup-
port from Cairo after meeting with 
President Hosni Mubarak in the 
southern Egyptian city of Luxor.

"We are supportive of the plan ... 
We are hopeful that plan will lead to 
the stabilisation of, unity and cohe-
sion of the Iraqi government," said 
Egypt's Foreign Minister Ahmed 
Abul Gheit.

While Rice began her trip stress-
ing she had no plan for reviving the 
Middle East peace process, she 
announced a three-way summit 

with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert and Palestinian president 
Mahmud Abbas.

The summit, expected to take 
place in three or four weeks, will be 
the first meeting between Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders in two 
years.

Stressing the meeting would 
only be a prelude to the resumption 
of final settlement negotiations, 
Rice said "there are a number of 
issues, some old, some new, that 
will have to be resolved if there is to 
be a Palestinian state.

"I am very clear about one thing 
we do not want to do, which is to 
rush the formal negotiations before 
things are fully prepared, before 
people are fully prepared," she 
said.

Olmert welcomed the summit 
but stressed that any Palestinian 
government involved in peace talks 
should recognise Israel's right to 
exist. The Palestinians' ruling 
Islamist Hamas movement stead-
fastly refuses to recognise Israel.

For his part, Abbas said he 
rejects "any temporary or transi-
tional solutions, including a state 
with temporary borders, because 
we do not believe it to be a realistic 
choice that can be built upon".

During a lightning visit to Jordan 
late Sunday, King Abdullah II told 
Rice that concrete progress 
needed to be made on the stalled 
Middle East roadmap peace blue-
print if the region was to be spared 
fresh bloodshed.

Rice receives 

DU ignores rule

FROM PAGE 1

the posts have been filled. 
Sources said, after the 1996 

general election, the party chair-
person released Majid Ul Haque 
and barrister Rafiqul Islam Miah 
from the committee while another 
powerful member of the commit-
tee, Mustafizur Rahman, died and 
was not replaced.  

On October 27 last year, 
another standing committee mem-
ber, Col (retd) Oli Ahmed, now 
executive president of Liberal 
Democratic Party, resigned from 
BNP. For some time before his 
resignation, he had not been 
attending the committee meetings.  

Party sources said several 
senior leaders including former 
minister Nazmul Huda and immedi-
ate past prime minister's adviser 
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury 
had been trying to gain a place on 
the committee without success. 
However, the two are still seen 
having a chance of being appointed 
to the remaining vacant posts. 

The surprise appointments 
pleased party leaders. They 
believe that Mahbubur Rahman, 
former army chief, will be helpful to 
the party in the present political 
environment while Shamsul Islam 
played an important role for BNP 
during the Awami League govern-

ment from 1996-2001.
In the meantime, top leaders of 

the BNP-led four-party alliance will 
sit today to discuss present political 
situation in the country, sources 
said. 

The meeting will held at 7:00pm 
at Hawa Bhaban with the BNP 
chairperson Khaleda Zia in the 
chair. 

Party sources said, this would 
be the first meeting of the alliance 
after President Iajuddin Ahmed's 
resignation from the post of chief 
adviser on January 11 and impos-
ing the state of emergency in the 
country. 
ZIA'S BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
BNP has planned an elaborate 
programme to celebrate the 71st 
birth anniversary of late President 
Ziaur Rahman on Friday, accord-
ing to a party press release.

The programme includes plac-
ing wreaths and offering special 
munajat at the grave of Ziaur 
Rahman at 10:30am. Later, a milad 
mahfil will also be held on the 
mazar premises.

All district and upazila level 
party units will offer special prayers 
marking the day.

BNP Secretary General Abdul 
Mannan Bhuiyan urged party 
activists and leaders to celebrate 
the day with due respect.

BNP beefs
FROM PAGE 1

last night that locals have claimed 
that the two killed in the Hathkhola 
were Indian nationals. 

Following the killing, the BSF 
started firing in the air to create 
panic among the Bangladeshi 
villagers and tried to collect the 
bodies lying 500 metres inside 
Bangladesh from the border.  

They successfully recovered 
one of the bodies before 29 
Battalion BDR men from Hatkhola 
outpost rushed to the spot and 
retaliated to BSF's intrusion into 
Bangladesh territory. The gunfire 
between BDR and BSF lasted for 
three hours and the sides 
exchanged over 600 shots. 

Sources said sporadic fire 
continued into the afternoon until 
high-ranking officials of BDR and 
BSF talked over telephone, our 
Dinajpur correspondent reports.

The body of Subhas is still lying 
on the no-man's-land between 
Bangladesh and India. 

Sources said a good number of 
villagers left their homes during the 
fighting and have not returned 
fearing further escalation of the 
situation. 

A flag meeting of the two border 
guards was scheduled to be held at 
5:30pm yesterday but it was 
cancelled as the BSF failed to show 
up. 

BSF kil led a Bangladesh 
national and picked up one at 
Enayatpur border of Biral upazila in 
Dinajpur, according to BDR official 
sources. 

Our Dinajpur correspondent 
reports: The dead was identified as 
Shahidul Islam, 20, in Chakar-Bhor 
of Biral upazila in Dinajpur. 
However, the BDR could not iden-
tify the abducted person. 

Sources said the BSF troops of 
116 Gobrabeel camp of India fired 
at least eight bullets killing Shahidul 
on the spot. They took away the 
body into Indian territory. 

The 14 Battalion BDR officials 
claimed they strongly protested the 
killing and the abduction to BSF and 
have requested a flag meeting in 
this regard.  

Meanwhile, BDR headquarters 
told The Daily Star last night that the 
BSF started unprovoked firing at 
Kuchkhali border outpost in 
Satkhira around 7:30pm yesterday. 
The BDR retaliated in self-defence.

The firefight was continuing till 
the filing of this report. 

In another incident, the BSF 
started firing near Baradi border 
outpost in Chuadanga in the early 
hours yesterday.

The BDR retaliated which led to 
a firefight lasting till dawn. The 
locals said the firing started around 
1:25am.   

EC moves
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The EC officials yesterday looked 
into the paperwork of voter ID card 
project and discussed its different 
aspects amongst themselves, EC 
sources said. 

A c t i n g  C h i e f  E l e c t i o n  
Commissioner (CEC) Justice 
Mahfuzur Rahman on Monday said 
the EC had a discussion with the 
chief adviser about the voter list. 
The CEC, however, did not reveal 
anything else about their discus-
sions.

"Primary discussions were held 
on the voter ID card project," said 
an EC official wishing anonymity, 
adding, "The EC just looked into the 
previous files and paperwork of 
voter ID card project."

Emerging from an EC meeting, 
Acting CEC Mahfuzur Rahman told 
the reporters that they are reorgan-
ising their records as the elections 
have been postponed. 

The acting CEC refused to talk 
about what was discussed in the 
meeting. He earlier told a number of 
reporters that the EC's efforts at 
holding talks with the major political 
parties are on. 

In 1994, the relevant laws were 
amended so that no voter was 
allowed to vote unless he or she 
had a valid voter identity card. The 
commission launched a scheme 
worth approximately Tk 200 crore 
to introduce voter ID cards across 
the country on January 1,1995. But 
the project failed to achieve its goal 
due to some irregularities. 

With about a third of the work 
done, the EC announced the 
schedule for the June, 1996 parlia-
mentary elections and suspended 
its work on the voter ID cards. The 
project was cancelled altogether in 
2000 in the face of allegations of 
gross corruption and reports of fake 
voters receiving voter ID cards.

In June 2003, the EC held a 
meeting with the Electronic 
Corporation of India Ltd (ECIL), 
which offered to help introduce 
electronic voting machines in 
Bangladesh. This project was, 
however, not approved. 

BDR, BSF trade 

Energy adviser 
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The European Union (EU) said 
preparation of national ID cards would 
take eight months, the adviser men-
tioned. "But I have spoken to our 
ambassador to China, who told me 
Chinese companies could prepare ID 
cards very quickly."

Tapan said, "The chief adviser has 
given me full responsibility of seeing 
how quickly we can do it (national ID 
cards) …I have already asked the 
information and communication 
technology ministry to prepare a 
report within a week after discussions 
with the private sector."

He also said although it was rarely 
seen that the major political alliances 
came to a consensus on various 
issues, they hold the same views on 
holding of elections quickly. 

But, Tapan noted, the precondi-
tions for an election must be met if the 
polls are to be held.  And these are 
national ID cards, correctly updated 
voter list and transparent ballot boxes.

There is no harm in taking a month 
or two to meet these requirement, he 
said.

Regarding corruption, the adviser 
said the caretaker government (CG) 
will take a comprehensive and firm 
stance to combat this. The corrupt 
must know that they are not above law 
and will be caught sooner or later. "If 
one example (action against the 
corrupt) is set, I believe the corrupt will 
get the message." 

He mentioned that the CG has 
already taken steps to catch some 
identified corrupt individuals, as 
evident in the past few days.

The CG does not intend to remain 
in office for long, the adviser said.  "But 
if we are in office for long, we will have 
the opportunity to combat corruption."

"Corruption has played a major 
role in creating the current political 
crisis," said Tapan. "We will make all 
out efforts to capture the corrupt."

The CG and the Election 
Commission will also take steps to 
prevent corrupt people and black 
money holders from contesting the 
elections so that honest and compe-
tent individuals can represent the 
people, said Tapan.

JP asks army
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newspapers that are practising 
yellow journalism," Hawlader said at 
a press briefing at the party's Banani 
office.

An investigative report by 
Prothom Alo Editor Matiur Rahman 
published on January 15 said the 
Awami League gave Ershad Tk 3.5 
crore to get him in the grand alliance.

According to the report, the BNP 
also gave Ershad Tk 2 crore to get 
him in its alliance, but Ershad had to 
give back the money as he did not join 
the four-party alliance.

"They [Prothom Alo] have differ-
ent objectives behind their reports 
against political parties and politi-
cians," Hawlader said, adding that 
the daily wants to do "something 
different but they should clear their 
objective to the nation".

"I request the armed forces to shut 
a newspaper like this," he said.

JP leader Kazi Zafar Ahmed also 
described the Prothom Alo report as 
"false" and "baseless", saying it was 
an ill motivated report targeting the 
JP.

JP Presidium member Ziauddin 
Bablu said the Prothom Alo did not 
even publish the rejoinder they sent 
protesting the report.

More raids

Dipjol's house 
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give a chance for a military strike 
against us," said the legislator, 
speaking on condition of anonymity 
because the information was not yet 
public.

The lawmaker said the group's 
return was conditional, including 
demands that the government set 
up a committee to establish a time-
table for the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops and a second that would set 
a date by which Iraqi forces were to 
take control of security nationwide.

The demands would give the 
government one month to put such 
a measure before parliament.

Until the walkout, the al-Sadr 
faction was an integral part of Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki's governing 
coalition. Six Cabinet ministers and 
30 legislators who belong to the 
movement called the boycott after 
al-Maliki met with        President 
Bush in Jordan in late November.

Much of the violence has been 
blamed on Shiite militias, particu-
larly the Mahdi Army militia loyal al-
Sadr. Dozens of bodies turn up on 
the streets of Baghdad daily, many 
showing signs of torture.

Gianni Magazzeni, the chief of 
the U.N. Assistance Mission for        
Iraq in Baghdad, said 34,452 civil-
ians were killed and 36,685 were 
wounded last year.

The Iraqi Health Ministry did not 
comment on the U.N. report, which 
was based on information released 
by the Iraqi government and hospi-
tals. The government has disputed 
previous figures released by the 
U.N. as "inaccurate and exagger-
ated."

Iraqi government f igures 
announced in early January put last 
year's civilian death toll at 12,357. 
When asked about the difference, 
Magazzeni said the U.N. figures 
were compiled from information 
obtained through the Iraqi Health 
Ministry, hospitals across the coun-
try and the Medico-Legal Institute in 
Baghdad. 

"Without significant progress in 
the rule of law sectarian violence will 
continue indefinitely and eventually 
spiral out of control," he warned. 

The U.N. report also said that 
30,842 people were detained in the 
country as of Dec. 31, including 
14,534 in detention facilities run by 

U.S.-led multinational forces. 
It pointed to killings targeting 

police, who are seen by insurgents 
as collaborating with the U.S. effort 
in Iraq. The report said the Interior 
Ministry had reported on Dec. 24 
that 12,000 police officers had been 
killed since the war started in 2003. 

The report also painted a grim 
picture for other sectors of Iraqi 
society, saying the violence has 
disrupted education by forcing 
schools and universities to close as 
well as sending professionals 
fleeing from the country. At least 
470,094 people throughout Iraq 
have been forced to leave their 
homes since the bombing in 
Samarra, according to the report. 

In Monday's execution, a thick-
set Barzan Ibrahim plunged through 
the trap door and was beheaded by 
the jerk of the thick rope at the end of 
his fall, in the same execution 
chamber where Saddam was 
hanged a little over two weeks 
earlier. 

Dozens of people, mostly 
schoolchildren, read Quranic 
verses at the graves in Tikrit as 
mourning continued for Ibrahim, 
Saddam's half brother and former 
intelligence chief, and Awad Hamed 
a l -Bandar,  head o f  I raq 's  
Revolut ionary Court  under 
Saddam. 

Some 150 youths also staged a 
demonstration in Saddam's home-
town, 80 miles north of Baghdad, 
chanting "down with the pro-Iranian 
government" and "glory to Barzan," 
but it was calmer than the day 
before when at least 3,000 angry 
Sunnis assembled for the burials. 

A government video of the hang-
ing, played at a briefing for report-
ers, showed Ibrahim's body passing 
the camera in a blur. The body came 
to rest on its chest while the severed 
head lay a few yards away, still 
wearing the black hood pulled on 
moments before by one of Ibrahim's 
five masked executioners. 

At least 13 other people were 
killed or found dead in Iraq on 
Tuesday, according to police, 
including four who died when a 
roadside bomb struck a police 
patrol in a predominantly Shiite area 
of downtown Baghdad.

Baghdad blasts 

PCJSS activist 
shot dead in 
Khagrachhari
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Khagrachhari

An activist of Jubo Samity, a youth 
front of Parbatya Chattagram Jana 
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS), was shot 
dead allegedly by the activists of 
United People's Democratic Front 
(UPDF) at Chongrachhari under 
Dighinala upazila of the district 
yesterday morning.

The victim was identified as Vinku 
Kumar Chakma, 30, son of Sneha 
Kumar Chakma of Hasinsonpur 
village under the upazila. 

Police said the UPDF activists 
swooped on Vinku while he was 
v i s i t i n g  h i s  f i s h  f a r m  a t  
Chongrachhari village at around 
6:00am. They shot him point blank 
and  left the scene. Vinku died 
instantly.

Police recovered the body and 
took it to Dighinala Police Station. 
Later, the law enforcers sent the 
body to Khagrachhari Sadar 
Hospital for autopsy.

Police could not arrest any of the 
killers as of 5:00pm yesterday.

Olmert faces 
criminal probe 
over bank deal
REUTERS, Jerusalem 

Israel's state prosecutor yesterday 
ordered a criminal investigation 
into Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's 
role in the 2005 privatisation of an 
Israeli bank, the Justice Ministry 
said in a statement.

"The decision to open a crimi-
nal investigation was taken by the 
state prosecutor," the statement 
said.

Israel's state comptroller is 
looking into whether Olmert pro-
moted the interests of two busi-
nessmen, described in media 
reports as close friends of the 
prime minister, in the state sale of 
Bank Leumi two years ago.

Neither of the men purchased 
the bank and Olmert has denied 
any wrongdoing.

CA signs
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On January 10 this year, the court 
said these four amended rules 
must be published in gazette 
notifications by January 17.

The then caretaker govern-
ment in 2001 had nearly com-
pleted the process of separating 
the judiciary during its tenure.

Before handing over power to 
the BNP-led coalition govern-
ment following the October 1 
election in 2001, the caretaker 
government took an initiative to 
finalise the decision to implement 
the separation at the last meeting 
of the advisory council on 
October 3.

But, before the meeting the 
then prime minister-elect Khaleda 
Zia asked the then caretaker chief 
Latifur Rahman over telephone to 
give her government the opportu-
nity to implement the judiciary 
separation.

Justice Latifur agreed to 
Khaleda's request after consulting 
with the then law adviser Barrister 
Ishtiaq Ahmed and others.

However, instead of imple-
menting the separation of the 
judiciary the Khaleda-led four-
party coalition government rather 
stalled the process by repeatedly 
seeking time-extension from the 
SC.

Nine bureaucrats of Khaleda's 
administration now face contempt 
charges for distorting the 12-point 
SC directive.

The SC has also issued con-
tempt rule against a number of 
senior bureaucrats during the 
BNP-led coalition government's 
rule for not implementing the SC 
order in due time.

Hold election
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in favour of the people and thwart-
ing the 'violence inviting' and one-
sided elections on January 22.

Prior to the briefing, the grand 
alliance held a meeting with AL 
presidium member Amir Hossain 
Amu in the chair and reviewed the 
latest political developments.     

Senior grand alliance leaders 
Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed, Suranjit 
Sengupta, Kazi Zafar Ahmed, Motia 
Chowdhury, Sheikh Fazlul Karim 
Selim, Rashed Khan Menon, Ruhul 
Amin Hawlader, Nurul Islam, Syed 
Zafar Sazzad, Dilip Barua, Hazi 
Abdus Samad, among others, 
attended the meeting.
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