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CHELSEA BACK To WINNING WAYS
United keep their distance

AFP, London

Manchester
United manager
Sir Alex
[P, Ferguson said it
was critical the
Premier-ship leaders did not
become distracted by title talk after
a 3-1 win against Aston Villa saw
them stay six points clear at the top
ofthe table.

Reigning champions Chelsea
remained second with a 4-0 home
victory over Wigan to end a modest
run of three successive league
draws but Ferguson, whose side
now travel to fourth-place Arsenal
said it was vital United kept their
eye on the taskin hand.

"We want to go to Arsenal and
get the result we want. That is the
only thing we can think about,”
Ferguson said.

First-half goals from Park Ji-
Sung, Michael Carrick and
Cristiano Ronaldo put United in an
impregnable position.

It was United's third win over the
Birmingham club in as many weeks
after a 3-0 success in the league at
Villa Park and a 2-1 third round FA
Cup victory the previous weekend.

Reigning champions Chelsea
stayed second with a 4-0 home
victory over Wigan while Liverpool
remained third after a 3-0 win away
to basement club Watford.

Arsenal belied their reputation
for being a soft touch in the north
with a 2-0 win away to Blackburn
despite playing most of the match
with 10 men.

They lost Gilberto Silva in the
13th minute after the Brazil
midfielder was sent-off for kicking
out at Robbie Savage.

T

]
- = e
b re "".I o W LE S

e =

Despite that setback Kolo Toure
put Arsenal ahead before a rapid
counter-attack goal from skipper
Thierry Henry sealed victory 19
minutes from time at Ewood Park.

"We controlled the game quite
well," said Arsenal manager
Arsene Wenger, whose side had
already won twice at Rovers's
north-westrivals Liverpool this year
to knock the Merseysiders out of
both the FAand League Cups.

"Overall it was a great combina-
tion of quality, talent and solidarity.
We are a very young team and we
didn't concede which was very
pleasing."

Commenting on Gilberto's red
card, the Frenchman added: "It
looked very harsh. Gilberto is a
very honest man and he said he
didn'ttouch him.

"But he has retaliated and he
should not have doneitatall."

Struggling Charlton went down
3-1 against Middlesbrough while
West Ham also stayed in the rele-
gation zone after a 3-3 draw
against London rivals Fulham.

Bolton remained fifth with a
goalless draw at home to
Manchester City while Euro rivals
Portsmouth, in sixth, drew 1-1
away to Sheffield United.

South Korea international Park
followed up his own blocked shot to
give Manchester United an 11th
minute lead against Villa.

Two minutes later Park turned
provider for Carrick before the
England midfielder supplied the
cross for Ronaldo to head home in
the 35th minute.

Gabriel Agbonlahor pulled a
goal back for Villa early in the
second-half.

Frank Lampard ignored the

speculation surrounding manager
Jose Mourinho's future to fire
Chelsea into an early lead with a
long-range free-kick.

Butafirstwin in fourleague games
wasn't secured until Arjen Robben
made it 2-0 on the hour before the
Dutch international's 70th minute
cross was turned into his own net by
Wigan keeper Chris Kirkland.

Didier Drogba added a fourth in
the final minute at Stamford Bridge.

Afterwards, Portuguese boss
Mourinho gave little away, saying:
"Chelseais important, not me."

West Ham remained in the
bottom three after a see-saw home
draw.

Tomasz Radzinski gave Fulham
a 16th-minute lead before striker
Bobby Zamora, sent off late-on for
a second yellow-card, levelled.

Yossi Benayoun put the
Hammers ahead early in the sec-
ond-half but Fulham's United
States striker Brian McBride tied
the game at 2-2.

However, Israel's Benayoun
restored West Ham's lead before
French defender Philippe
Christanval drew Fulham level in
the last minute.

Charlton went ahead through
former Boro striker Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink at The Valley.

But Boro bounced back through
Lee Cattermole's equaliser on the
stroke of half-time before goals
from Julio Arca and Aiyegbeni
Yakubu completed the recovery.

Craig Bellamy's strike and a
double from fellow striker Peter
Crouch gave Liverpool manager
Rafael Benitez a much-needed
victory at Watford.
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Mancini plays
down record

AFP, Rome

Inter Milan coach Roberto Mancini
has played down the significance of
his team's record-breaking 12-
match winning streak.

The Italian champions won 3-1 at
Torino on Saturday to set a new
record of consecutive victories in
Serie Aand open up a 10-point lead
atthe top of the table.

But Mancini said the new bench-
mark would count for nothing unless
the Scudetto remains in the club's
trophy cabinet at the end of the
season.

"This record changes nothing
and the boys haven't even been
speaking about it," said the Inter
coach.

"Twelve league wins on the trot is
an important achievement because
it brings us closer to our objective,
but it will be meaningless if we don't
win the title."

Zlatan Ibrahimovic, scorer of
Inter's second goal, insisted the
record had not entered the players'
minds.

"We haven't given it a thought,"
said the Sweden international
whose sublime hooked shot brought
him his eighth goal of the season.

"We always try to win and it just
so happens that this run has broken
arecord. But no team is perfect and
we can always improve."

Inter equalled Roma's record of
11 straight wins -- which was set last
season by the capital club -- when
they beat Atalanta 2-1 in the previ-
ous round of matches.

Yet another win for Inter, who
finished third last season but were
handed the title after Juventus and
AC Milan were found guilty of
match-fixing, left them on 51 points,
10 clear of Roma who visit
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Chelsea's Dutch winger Arjen Robben is in full flow during their Premiership match against Wigan at Stamford Bridge on Saturday.

England snub
drove Becks:
Robson

AFP, London

Former England manager Bobby
Robson has claimed it was David
Beckham's ousting from the
national side which resulted in him
moving to semi-retirement with Los
Angeles Galaxy.

Real Madrid's 31-year-old former
England skipper revealed on
Thursday he would next season play
for the American team on a 250-
million-dollar, five-year contract.

Robson is convinced the deci-
sion of national boss Steve
McClaren to overlook Beckham for
the Euro 2008 qualifier in Croatia
last October, despite a long injury
list, convinced Beckham his days at
the top were numbered.

"The decision killed Beckham's
aspiration and hope and, in my
view, led directly to this week's
announcement that he is off the the
United States for a very lucrative
semi-retirement," 73-year-old
Robson claimed in his column for
the Mail on Sunday.

"You have to say now that
McClaren was right. Those of us,
including myself, who wanted
Beckham to be involved did so
because we felt he was among
England's top 25 players.
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Real axe stuns Beckham

I/ Football

AFP, Madrid

David Beckham admitted on
Saturday that he was stunned by
Real Madrid coach Fabio Capello's
decision to call time on his career at
the Spanish giants.

Capello is adamant that the former
England skipper has played his last
match in a Madrid shirt after the 31-
year-old decided to sign a 250-million-
dollar deal to play for Los Angeles
Galaxyinthe United States.

"David is surprised at the quotes
from Fabio Capello. Nobody from
the club has informed him of their
intentions. He will continue to give
his full commitment and profession-
alism to the club," said Beckham's
public relations representative
Simon Oliveira.

"As far as David is aware, he has
a contract for the remainder of the
season and remains dedicated to
the club and its supporters."”

Capello said earlier Saturday
that Beckham, who is out of contract
in Madrid at the end of the season,
will not play for him again.

"He's not going to play anymore.
He can train but not play. | think you
can't play with the same motivation if
you have signed for another team,"
said Capello.

"The player's decision to go to
Los Angeles on such a big contract
means we cannot count on him,
although he has been a great pro-
fessional."

Beckham's five-year deal with
the Major League Soccer (MLS)
clubin the United States could make
him one of the richest sportsmen in
the world but much of the massive
contractis believed to be basedona
complex system of bonus incen-
tives.

"The fact he wanted to go was
down to him, not to me. He is a great
professional. Now he can stay in
good physical condition but we can't
counton him," added Capello.

The 31-year-old former England
captain has only started five La Liga
games and has been on the substi-
tutes' bench for most of the season
but he is still under contract to Real,
and drawing his six million euros a
year salary, until June 30.

However, with new MLS season
starting in April, it is hard to believe
that Beckham will not try to look for a
way to leave Real in the next two
months and head west to link up
with his new club.

MLS spokesman Stephen
Rodriguez said Galaxy general
manager Alexi Lalas and coach
Frank Yallop could try to buy out the
remainder of Beckham's Real
contract.

"I'm sure Alexi or Frank Yallop will
try to bring him over as quickly as
possible," said Rodriguez.

"It would be in (owners) AEG and
LA Galaxy's best interests to buy out
the rest of his contract.”

Beckham has not been part of
Capello's plans since the early part
ofthe season.

Club captain Raul Gonzalez, Jose
Antonio Reyes and Robinho, who are
all principally left-sided players, have
all been selected on the right wing in
preference to Beckham.

Sources at the club have also
suggested that Capello has been
having doubts about Beckham's
commitment ever since he took time
off to go to Tom Cruise's pre-
wedding dinner near Rome in
November.

Beckham's fellow superstar
Ronaldo remains part of Capello's
plans, butonly just.

The Real coach is reported to
have told Real president Ramon
Calderon on Monday that Beckham
and Ronaldo were not part of his
long-term strategy, a meeting that
may have precipitated Beckham's
surprise announcement three days
later.

"Ronaldo is a Real Madrid player
because he has not had any contact
with another team. He's injured -
that's why he is not playing (against
Zaragoza on Sunday)," said Capello.
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Inter Milan defender Marco Materazzi kisses his jersey after scoring against Torino in their Serie Aencounter at the Olimpico stadium in Turin on Saturday.

Rampant Inter set record

Terry firmly
behind
Mourinho

AFP, London

Chelsea captain John Terry firmly
backed manager Jose Mourinho to
say he was the best in the business
and that senior players would do
their best to ensure he stays with the
Premiership champions.

Mourinho's possible departure
from Stamford Bridge has been
reported widely in the British press,
fuelled by his reluctance to publicly
scotch talk of a summer move.

Mourinho, who is 44 next week,
has led Chelsea to successive
Premiership titles and Terry admits
he would hate to see him go. Terry
said: "We all agree that we don't
want Jose to go and if it takes five or
six of the senior players to tell them
so, then that's what we're prepared
todo.

"Jose is the best in the business,
there's no doubt about that, and I'm
sure he will be for the next 20 years.
That's what we want at Chelsea - the
best and only the best. So there is no
way we want the best boss around to
be walking away.

"We don't want to see top people
leaving. Jose Mourinho must stay.
We are all loyal to Jose. We know
what he has done for us as players
and for this club as a whole. This
situation is putting pressure on
everyone atthis club."

However Terry, who is currently
out of action after a back operation,
added: "l am convinced he will stay. |
think he will be here again next
season, | really do. | don't think he
will be going anywhere."

Davids set to
follow David

AFP, Los Angeles

Tottenham's Dutch midfielder
Edgar Davids is following David
Beckham's path to the United
States, signing with FC Dallas of
Major League Soccer, La Opinion
Spanish language newspaper
reported Saturday.

According to the newspaper,
MLS clubs are also eyeing Brazil's
Ronaldo, a teammate of
Beckham's at Real, as well as ex-
Portugal skipper Luis Figo, another
former'Galactico' of Real.

At Dallas, Davids, 33, would join a
team whose biggest name is
Guatemalen goalkeeper Carlos Ruiz.

Davids' career includes spells in
several European leagues, having
played for Dutch club Ajax, Juventus
in Italy and Barcelonain Spain.

MLS received a major boost this
week when former England captain
Beckham signed with the Los
Angeles Galaxy, inking a five-year
contract that industry analysts say
is worth some 250 million dollars to
the player.

An influx of foreign talent was
made possible in November when
the league approved a new rule
allowing teams to go above the two
million-dollar per team salary cap to
acquire a "designated player".

Each team will receive one
"designated player" spot on its
roster, and while they can be traded
among teams no team will be able to
have more than two such players.

AFP, Rome

Inter Milan won
3-1 at Torino on
Saturdaytoseta
new Serie A
| record of 12
| consecutiv:
victories and
tlead at the top of

the table.

Adriano's header gave Inter a
deserved half-time lead in Turin,
only for Stefano Fiore to equalise in
the 59th minute with a deflected
shot.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic's sublime
strike just 30 seconds later restored
the champions' advantage before
Marco Materazzi's late penalty
ended Torino's resistance.

Torino keeper Christian Abbiati
was sent off for clumsily bringing
down Adriano for the spot-kick and
substitute Massimo Taibi's first job
was to pick the ball out of the net.

Inter equalled Roma's record of
11 straight wins -- which was set
last season by the capital club --
when they beat Atalanta 2-1 in the

previous round of matches.

A 12th win for Inter, who finished
third last season but were handed
the title after Juventus and AC
Milan were found guilty of match-
fixing, left them on 51 points, 10

VINCIBLE INTE

AFP, Rome

Inter Milan won 3-1 at Torino on Saturday
to set a new Serie A record of 12
consecutive victories and open up a 10-
pointlead at the top of the table.

Here is how Inter achieved the
record:
Oct 25, 2006: Inter 4 Livorno 1
Oct29,2006:AC Milan 3 Inter 4
Nov 05, 2006: Inter 2 Ascoli 0
Nov 12, 2006: Parma 1 Inter 2
Nov 19, 2006: Inter 1 Reggina 0
Nov 26, 2006: Palermo 1 Inter 2
Dec 03, 2006: Inter 2 Siena 0
Dec 10,2006: Empoli0 Inter 3
Dec 17, 2006: Inter 2 Messina 0
Dec 20, 2006: Lazio 0 Inter 2
Dec 23, 2006: Inter 2 Atalanta 1
Jan13,2007: Torino 1 Inter 3

clear of Roma who visit Messina on
Sunday.

In Saturday's early match
Empoli beat relegation-threatened
Parma 2-0 to stake their claim as
outsiders for the fourth and final
Champions League place.

Coached by former Inter boss
~lberto Zaccheroni, Torino started
aggressively, snapping quickly into
the tackle and showing no signs of
fatigue as league action returned in
Italy after a three-week break.

But Inter held their nerve and hit
their hosts on the break in the 24th
minute.

Brazilian wingback Maicon tore
down the right wing and crossed into
the box for Adriano whose flicked
header gave Abbiati no chance.

Adriano should have doubled his
tally before half-time when
Ibrahimovic cut the ball back invitingly
after a robust run, but the Brazil
international sliced his shot wide.

Torino had Inter under the cosh at
the start of the second half and their
positive approach brought them
back on level terms, although
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Roger, Kim favourites

AustralianE Open

AFP, Melbourne

Roger Federer, a rare loss to Andy
Roddick notwithstanding, is all the
rage to chase down his third
Australian Open title over the next
fortnight.

The Swiss world number one,
who has dominated men's tennis
for three years, kicks off his title
defence against German 83rd-
ranked Bjorn Phau on Monday.

Only eight players in the Open
Era (post-1969) have successfully
defended their Australian Open
crown, the last time by Andre
Agassiin2001.

Federer suffered a rare defeat
by Andy Roddick in Saturday's final

of the Kooyong Classic tournament
here, but the American put it into
perspective when he said he would
gladly swap the Kooyong trophy for
the Australian Open title.

The Swiss maestro is chasing
his 10th career Grand Slam tri-
umph over the next fortnight and if
he reaches the January 28 final it
will be his seventh consecutive
major final since 2005 Wimbledon.

"It's going to be hard to repeat last
year's season. | mean, | had a great
lastfew years," Federer said Sunday.

"l just hope to keep it up, stay
healthy. That's really what my
secret has been, as well, staying
healthy, not being injured too much,
having a good schedule.

"Obviously, I've carried the

confidence for quite some time
now. Every time | had a setback, |
bounced back very strong.

"Now the first slam is around the
corner. Hope | can do well here."

If Federer, is, as expected,
going to play in the final, that does-
n't bode well for the chances of
Roddick, 2005 champion Marat
Safin and last year's finalist Marcos
Baghdatis, who are all in the same
half of the draw.

World number two Rafael Nadal
is the man considered the best
chance to topple Federer.

The 20-year-old Spaniard, who
downed Federer in four finals last
year, says he has recovered from a
right thigh injury that forced him out
of lastweek's Sydney International.

"l just try to play my best tennis
here. But to play Federer, it's
always the same. | need be in the
final," Nadal said.
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US star Andy Roddick hits a backhand return during training in Melbourne on Sunday in the lead-up to the Australian

Open that begins today.



	Page 1

