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PICK OF THE DAY

BTV
News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55 
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00 
pm. 7:00 pm.
News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00 
pm.8:00 pm.
News  (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English) 
11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla 
channels).

CHANNEL-i 
News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am, 
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm, 
12:15 am.

ATN BANGLA
News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am. 
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm. 
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm
Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00 
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm. 
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv
News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am. 
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.
News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm.  5:00 
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

CHANNEL 1
News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 
12:00pm. 2:30pm. 6:30pm. 
7:30pm. 10:00pm. 12:30am

BANGLAVISION
News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 2:00pm. 
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm. 
News Headlines (Bangla) at 
9:00pm
News Headlines (English) at 9:05pm

RTV
News (Bangla) at 7:00am. 3:00pm. 
7:15pm. 10:00pm. 
News Headlines (Bangla) at 
10:30am

PICK OF THE DAY
All programmes are in local time. 
The Daily Star will not be responsible 
for any change in the programme. 

News Bulletin News Bulletin 

TV GUIDE
ATN 
BANGLA 
10:30 Anyodrishti   
11:05 Talk Show: Meet the 

Press
12:15 Cinema Cinema 
01:30 Gaane Surey Tarunne
02:30 Musical Programme
03:10 Drama Serial: Bhalo 

Bashar Rang
04:20 Islamic Programme   
05:10 Nijey Jano Shafolyo 

Ano
05:45 Islamic Programme
06:20 Aktel Protidin
08:00 Drama Serial: Jollad
08:40 Drama Serial: 

Bohemiyan
09:20        Drama Serial: Tushar 

Rohoshyo

CHANNEL-i  
09:30 Shongbad Potrey 

Bangladesh
09:45 Public Reaction
09:50 Tritiyomatra
11:05 Sports Time (Live)
12:30 Citycell Tarokakothon 
01:05 Ebong Cinemar Gaan
01:30 Shanghbad Potrey 

Bangladesh
01:45 Public Reaction
02:40 Selected Drama
04:05 Amader Gaan
04:25 Sa Re Ga Ma
05:30 Alokito Bangladesh 
06:00 Music Club
06:20 Drama Serial: 

Shompadho 
Upopadho

07:50 Hello Minister
09:35 Talk Show: Aloye 

Bhuban Bhora 
10:00 Mega Serial: Jog Biog
12:00 Grameenphone Ajker 

Shangbadpotro

ntv
08:30 Aajker Shokal
09:30 Frankly Speaking

10:05 Colours
10:30 Gallery
11:00 Circus Lights 
12:05 Saaj Ghor
12:30 Shiray Shonite
01:00 Muktangon
03:15 Drama Serial: Shaola
04:25 Joyitar Joyjatra
05:10 Din Dorpon/ Itihasher 

Ei Diney 
06:20 Shubho Shondhya
06:50 Ki Kotha Tahar 

Sathey  
08:25 Siddiqa Kabir's Recipe
09:10 Musical Programme: 

Kichhu Kotha Kichhu 
Gaan

09:50 Drama Serial: Neer
11:25  Din Dorpon

Rtv
09:10 Ei Mon
10:00 Char Deyal
10:40 Tagore Song
12:00 Amar Desh
01:00 Aj Potrikay
01:35 Shoto Proshno
03:45 Shapmochon
06:00 Ajker Bangladesh
06:35 Drishwa Kalpo
08:00 Griho Shoily
08:50 Drama Serial: Kagojer 

Manush
10:45 Rtv Exclusive
10:50 Prithibir Pothey Pothey

CHANNEL 1  
08:40 Shuprobhat bangla-

desh
09:30 Chokh Mele Dekhi
10:00 Cartoon
10:30 Bangla Feature Film
02:00 Nongor
03:30 Drama Serial: Daar 

Kaak
04:00 Rupantorer Golpo
04:30 Fusion Biz
05:15 Expression
06:00 Saaj Bela
06:30 Top News 
06:45 Itihasher Path Dhorey
07:00 Baker Pathey

08:15 Drama Serial: 
Ghughur Basha

09:00 Drama Serial: Dash 
Diner Ghotona

09:30 Show Case

BANGLAVISION
08:35 Shubho Shokal
09:05 Ki Jadu Bangla 

Gaaney
09:30 Bangla Feature Film
02:30 Drama Serial: Shonar 

Phool
03:00 Raat Biraatey
03:45 Agamir Kantyo
05:00 Get Sit Fit
05:30 Diner Sheshey
06:30 Shurer Bhuban
08:10 Drama Serial: Joba 

Kushum
09:15 Media Bhuban

09:50 Talk Show: Khola 
Money

HBO
09:00 The Making of Hellboy
9:30 Lethal Weapon
12:00 The Goonies
02:15 A Cinderella Story
04:15 Tales from the Crypt 

27: People WHO Live 
in Brass Hearses

05:00 Little Black Book
07:15 A Man Apart
09:30 Liar Liar
11:15 Soccer Dog: European 

Cup
01:00 Breakin' All The Rules
02:45 Rome 03: An Owl In a 

Thornbush
03:45 Rome 04: Stealing 

From Saturn

05:00 Little Shop of Horrors

STAR MOVIES
08:15 Eulogy
09:45 Star Wars: Ep. Iii - 

Revenge Of The Sith
12:10 8 Mile
02:00 Dodgeball: A True 

Underdog Story
03:30 River King, The
05:15 Agent Cody Banks 2: 

Destination
07:00 Hide And Seek
08:45 Deep Rescue
10:30 Broken Lizard's Club 

Dread
12:15 War At Home, The

STAR PLUS
09:05 V Trailers - Star Plus
09:30 Kumkum - Pyara Sa 

Bandhan
10:00 V Trailers - Star Plus
10:30 Shaka Laka Boom 

Boom
11:30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii
11:55 V First Day First Show-

Starplu
12:00 V Trailers - Star Plus
12:25 Bolly V - Star Plus
12:30 Karam Apnaa Apnaa
01:00 Kasautii Zindagii Kay
01:30 Kumkum - Pyara Sa 

Bandhan
02:00 Bhabhi
02:30 Kesar
03:00 Saarrthi
03:30 Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi 

Bahu Thi
04:00 Kahiin To Hoga
04:30 Karam Apnaa Apnaa

05:00 Saibaba
05:55 V First Day First Show-

Starplu
06:00 V Trailers - Star Plus
06:25 Bolly V - Star Plus
06:30 Mickey Mouse And 

Friends
07:00 The Legend Of Trazan
07:25 Bolly V - Star Plus
07:30 Prithviraj Chauhan
07:55 Bolly V - Star Plus
08:00 Baa Bahoo Aur Baby
08:30 Antariksh
09:00 Kasautii Zindagii Kay
09:30 Viraasat
10:00 Karam Apnaa Apnaa
10:30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii
11:00 Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi 

Bahu Thi
11:30 Kahiin To Hoga
12:00 Paraya Dhan

STAR WORLD
08:30 Cheers
09:00 The Simpsons
09:30 The Oprah Winfrey 

Show
10:30 Commander In Chief
11:30 Falcon Beach
12:30 Ghost Whisperer
01:30 Hope & Faith
02:00 According To Jim
02:30 Oprah Winfrey Show
03:30 The Bold And The 

Beautiful
04:00 General Hospital
05:00 Desire: Table For Three
06:00 Arrested Development
06:30 The Simpsons
07:00 Cheers
07:30 Friends
08:00 Seinfeld
08:30 Ed
10:30 Grey's Anatomy
11:30 Desire: Table For Three

NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC
09:30 Unwind
10:30 Telemall: Sauna Belt
11:00 Telemall

11:30 Naked Science
12:30 Is It Real?
01:30 Stealing History
02:30 Wild Safari
03:30 Unwind
04:30 Nat Geo Junior
05:30 Big Bang
06:00 Forbidden Pit Vipers
06:30 Unwind
07:30 Wild
08:30 Rolling Stones In Rio
09:30 Ultimate Disaster
10:30 Unwind
11:30 Victims of Venom

DISCOVERY
08:30 Wild Discovery
09:30 Honey We're Killing The 

Kids
10:30 Bringing Home Baby 
11:00 Amazing Baby Videos 
11:30 Life on the Edge
12:30 Body Basics
01:30 Wildest Week
02:30 Detective Stories
03:30 Mean Machines
04:00 Massive Engines With 

Chris Barrie
04:30 Wild Discovery
05:30 Man Made Marvels Asia
06:30 Dangerman Adventures 

with Geoff Mackley 
07:30 Wildest Week 
08:30 Life On The Edge
09:30 African Adventures 
10:00 Stuntdawgs
10:30 Building The Biggest
11:30 Final 24

STAR SPORTS
08:30 Tna Archive (Wrestling)
09:30 Porsche Carrera Cup 
10:00 Gillette World Sport 

2006  
10:30 Spanish Football 

League 
12:30 Us Men's Skins Game 

2006 (Golf)
02:30 Fa Cup 2006/07 

(Soccer/Futbol)
04:30 Tna Impact (Wrestling)

05:30 Max Power 2007 (Auto 
Racing)

06:30 Tna Impact (Wrestling)
07:00 2007 Euromilhoes Dakar  
07:30 Gillette World Sport 

2006  
08:00 Master Stroke - Vvs 

Laxman  
08:30 Mtn One Day Interna-

tional Series
10:00 Full Toss? Haste Rehna 

Boss  
10:30 Tna Impact (Wrestling)
11:30 The Ubs Golf Club (Golf)
12:00 Asian Tour Weekly 2007 

(Golf)

ESPN
09:30 2006/07 Spanish 

League Highlight
10:30 Kfc Twenty20 Interna-

tional  
11:30 Atlantic Coast 

Conference Basket
01:30 Football Focus With 

John Dykes 
02:30 Indian Premier Hockey 

League  
04:30 Atlantic Coast 

Conference Basket
06:30 Master Stroke - Vvs 

Laxman  
07:00 Indian Premier Hockey 

League  
09:30 Sportscenter India 

(Sport News)
10:00 Sachin The Great 

(Cricket)
10:30 Sportscenter India 

(Sport News)
11:00 Sportscenter Asia (Sport 

News)
11:30 Hitz (Cricket)
12:00 Close Encounters 

(Cricket)

Art Work and 
Calligraphy 
Exhibition
Organiser: Bangladesh Shilpakala 
Academy and Embassy of The 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
Venue: Natonal Art Gallery, 
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, 
Dhaka
Date: January 8-17
Time: 11:00pm-7:00pm

Book Launch
Authors: Australian Poet Manfred 
Chobot and Bangladeshi Poet 
Aminur Rahman 
Venue: BRAC Centre INN, 
Mohakhali, Dhaka
Date: January 13
Time: 6:30pm

Film Screening
Organiser: Rainbow Film Society
January 10
4:00pm Shei Rater Kotha Bolte 
Eshechhi
4:45pm Arunudoyer Agnisakkhi
Venue: Sufia Kamal Auditorium, 
Bangladesh National Museum

CULTURAL FEAST

KAVITA CHARANJI

S
TRANDED Bihari refugees 
in Dhaka, boats at Sandwip, 
children afflicted with cancer, 

scenes from floods in Dhaka, 
Kampuchean land mine victims and 
glimpses of Venice. All these are 
grist for the mill to Andrew Biraj.  The 
upcoming photojournalist is never 
short of inspiration as his camera 
has taken him all over the world -- 
Kampuchea and European coun-
tries such as Italy, France, Ger-
many, Switzerland, Austria and UK.

Though Biraj is staff photojour-
nalist for a daily, he has several 
independent projects on hand such 
as his work with cancer-afflicted 
children and stranded Biharis. 
Explains Biraj, “There is a proximity 
and distance between Biharis and 
non-Biharis. I seek to show the 
cultural similarities and differences 
between the two groups.”

Among his memorable works is 
the coverage of a gamut of subjects 
the Lalon Mela, the spiritual folk 
festival in Kushtia which he shot in 
2003 and 2005, among others. “ I 
am inspired by documentary photo-
journalism. It could be a hard core 

issue but I pick the theme and work 
independently,” asserts Biraj.

A lot of work goes into his photog-
raphy. As he points out, his forte is to 
spend time with the subject. In this 
category is his child cancer project 
over which he has laboured for the 
last two years and still has a long 
way to go.

Biraj never tires of shooting in 
Bangladesh. “We are a nation of 
survivors. Despite numerous prob-
lems such as natural disasters 
every year, political and personal 
upheavals, the people can still smile 
and be happy,” he maintains.

Biraj's work is eclectic. A gradu-
ate in photography from the Univer-
sity of Bolton, Manchester, UK he 
was fortunate to get a full scholar-
ship for the third year as a student of 
Pathshala, the educational wing of 
Drik Gallery. He has participated in a 
photography festival in Siem Reap 
(a tourist spot in Kampuchea) and 
the Angkor photography festival. In 
the latter, a workshop was organ-
ised for 20 photojournalists under 
30 years of age from all over Asia. As 
the Bangladesh representative, he 
participated in the workshop, called 
Master Class because photography 
masters from all over the world 
gathered to conduct the workshop 
and give a momentum to upcoming 
photographers. As his theme, Biraj 
chose to work on landmines in 
Kampuchea.

As for the long term, Biraj plans 
for three years at a stretch. His 
agenda is to continue and complete 
his personal project of children with 
cancer and stranded Biharis. 
Another goal is to explore his career 
as a photojournalist in international 
publications, as for instance with the 
Guardian of UK for whom he took 
photographs of garment workers to 
accompany a report.

Meanwhile, he is gung ho about 
the prospects for photojournalists in 
Bangladesh. “The newspapers are 
giving more opportunities to young 
people, especially over the last 
seven years. The big picture is very 
encouraging,” concludes Biraj.

Behind the lens with Andrew Biraj 

Encouraging big picture
KHALID-BIN-HABIB

Shafin Ahmed's music always 
generates a buzz. The vocalist 
and bass guitarist of one of the 
leading bands in the country, 
Miles, Shafin's new solo album 
titled Virus has been recently 
released. 

Shafin is a well-known and 
successful singer-musician in the 
Bangladeshi music industry. He 
has rendered and composed a 
number of musical pieces during 
the last two-and-half-decades, 
which went on to become huge 
hits including Chand tara, Dhiki 
dhiki, Jala jala, Prothom premer 
moto and Jatiya sangeeter ditiyo 
line among others. 

At the launch of Virus, Shafin 
Ahmed said, "This album is tar-
geted towards the new generation 
of listeners who are into hip-hop. 
The album features songs that are 
pertinent, thought provoking, 
innovative and have a fresh 
appeal. The tracks follow the hip-
hop style fused with a local mel-
ody. Some of the lyrics are by well-
known poets like Rudro Moham-
med Shahidulah, Mahadev 
Shaha, Saifullah Mahmud and 
Tarek Shujat. Mahmud Khurshed 
and I have written some of the 
songs."

Talking about his new album, 
Shafin said, "The album is a fusion 
of genres. There's one song that 
tries to touch upon the current 
situation of Bangladesh; the song 
is titled Choddo koti manush. The 

opening number is called Adda 
(So much is happening), which 
talks about students' lifestyle and 
their adda in different hangout 
joints. There is another song 
called Uchaton ei monta, which is 
a wonderful folk fusion. The mel-
ody and part of the lyrics may 

seem close to rural roots but it also 
has rap in it. Other songs in the 
album include Tomar porosh, 
Bhuley jachhi and Who is guilty.  I 
hope the album will catch the 
attention of listeners with its impro-
visation, sequenced beats, and a 
wide range of vocal styles."

Shafin Ahmed and his 
new album

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

The 41-year-old Shipra Acharya Chowdhury is the 
wife of late Devashish Acharya Chowdhury, the last 
generation of the Muktagacha zamindars. She has 
been safeguarding the family's antiques as memen-
tos of past glories since her marriage on December 
7, 1981 into the family. The collections are over 200 
years old. Widowed two years ago, she heads a 
family of three daughters. Nevertheless it never 
occurred to her to sell the precious antiques.

The collections include two big plates made of fine 
brass with artistic designs, a Gopal statue of black 
stone, two big cutters used for sacrificial purposes on 
religious occasions, a flower stand, a big size 
Shankha (conch shell), a stone made flower and a 
broken dressing table, among others.

The plates -- Pushpadaani and Phaldaani -- were 
used during puja to offer flowers and fruits in their full 
before the gods and goddess. The centuries old 
plates still shimmer in all their glory. The plates also 
features inscriptions from Ramayana and 
Mahabharata on the front along with floral designs.  

Shipra was married off to Devashish Acharya 
Chowdhury, one of the eight offspring of Bakul 
Acharya Chowdhury, the last zamindar of 
Muktagacha who had been living in Bangladesh 
since the Partition in 1947. Bakul Acharya, a post-
graduate in Philosophy and a BA in Mathematics, 
was regarded as the most scholarly among the 
zamindars of Muktagacha. 

However, Bakul Acharya was brutally killed during 
the Liberation War by the Pakistani Army and later 
the government of Bangladesh recognised him as a 
martyred intellectual. Despite his impressive creden-
tials, Shipra says that nothing was done for the 
succeeding generations over the last 35 years. "The 
government declared 3.835 acres of land as vested 
property in 1976 though my father-in-law left the land 
in my husband's name through a will in 1968. The 
government did not pay us a single penny when they 
appropriated it," says Shipra. 

"The Archaeological Department has taken over a 
Shiva temple made of white stone by a pond with 
three decimals of land. However, they did not pay 
heed to the fact that the land belonged to our family," 
she adds.

“I wrote several times to the concerned local 
authorities asking them to take steps so that I could 
regain my land, lead a normal life and do something 
for the future of my daughters. Though they are 
sympathetic to my appeal, they cannot take action in 
my favour without a Receiver Order from the court," 
Shipra points out.

Shipra now lives in a tin-roofed house on 20 deci-
mals of land with her daughters. She runs the family 
by selling produce from the land and fish from the 
pond. However, she takes a firm stand on the issue of 
the antiques. Shipra's dwelling also houses a 
Sangeet Vidyalaya (music school).

Preserving the legacy of the 
Muktagacha zamindars

One of the greatest auteurs of Bengali cinema, late Bimal Roy has finally 
received due recognition from the Indian Government. A postal stamp has 
been issued in his honour. 

The credit for this should go to Roy's eldest daughter, Rinki 
Bhattacharya. She made constant efforts to provide for a postal stamp in 
the name of Bimal Roy. After 41 long years, the director finally received the 
tribute on January 8, on his death anniversary. Rinki said that it was Sunil 
Dutt who first encouraged her to demand a postal stamp in her father's 
memory. She said that it needed a lot of convincing and effort on her end to 
gain this acclaim for her father. 

Bimal Roy was one of the directors who took Indian cinema at an inter-
national platform at a very early stage. Inspired by neo-realistic Italian film 
The Bicycle Thief, he made Do Bigha Zameen in 1953, a film about the 

agricultural labourers 
in India. The film won 
awards and acco-
lades in international 
festivals l ike the 
Cannes and the 
Karlovy Film Festival. 
Later, he went on to 
make memorable 
films based on Sarat 
Chandra's literary 
works like Parineeta 
and Devdas. His films 
i n s p i r e  a s p i r i n g  
filmmakers till date. 

Postal stamp in Bimal 
Roy's honour  

James Cameron is squarely back in 
the film making business. 

Tw e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  F o x  
announced on January 8 that it has 
finalised a long simmering deal to 
produce Cameron's next project, 
once titled Project 880, the much 
awaited sci-fi epic Avatar.

One of the most technically com-
plex productions ever attempted, it 
will make original equipment in the 
camera department by modifying 
existing digital cameras, use cutting 
edge 3-D, computer animation, and 
motion capture f/x technology. 

Vince Pace is signed on as 2nd 
Unit cinematographer, and will utilise 
modified Sony cameras along with 
other high tech gear.  Peter Jack-
son's Oscar-winning visual effects 
house Weta Digital will handle spe-
cial effects.   

Principal photography will take 
place in the Los Angeles area and in 
New Zealand. Live action will be shot 
using the proprietary FUSION digital 
3D camera system developed by 
Cameron and Pace.

The movie might be one of the 

most expensive movies ever made; 
Variety and the Hollywood Reporter 
report that Fox is said to have 
approved the film at US $200 million.

Avatar is an original screenplay 
written by Cameron that follows a 
battle-scarred war vet who travels to 
another planet inhabited by an alien 
race with a distinctly different lan-
guage and culture from earth. Con-
flicts ensue.

Cameron begins shooting Avatar 
in April, 2007.  It is slated for a sum-
mer 2009 release.  

Source: Internet

James Cameron's long awaited 
'Avatar' gets a green light

Clockwise (from top): Photographs of a Kampuchean landmine victim, Sandwip and Venice by Andrew Biraj

Shipra with the antique brass plates

Shafin Ahmed

Bohemian
On ATN Bangla at 8:40pm
Drama Serial
Cast: Fazlur Rahman Babu, Chandni, Apurbo

Liar Liar
On HBO at 9:30pm
Comedy
Cast: Jim Carrey, Maura Tierney

Makeup-9
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