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Indian states
Even as Prime minister Mr. 
Manmohan Singh called for 
removing social inequalities in 
India, Mr. Prakash Karat, the chief 
of CPM, which rules West Bengal 
and Kerala with comfortable 
majority and sustains the Central 
UPA government with its seem-
ingly unconditional support, has 
agreed to mediate for eliminating 
one of the inter-state inequalities 
by resolving a long pending dis-
pute between Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala, neighbours over Mullai 
Periyar Dam. Both the moves are 
equally laudable, while the latter 
needs immediate redress. Much 
water has flown under the bridge 
about water-sharing between 
these states, yet the issue 
remains unresolved, because of 
the lack will on the part of the 
states and the centre. 

 Whether or not the removal of 
social inequalities could be 
achieved in India in view of multi-
ple narrow interests underlining 
the polity in the country, the issue 
over raising the water level of the 
Dam could be amicably settled, as 
Prakash believes, provided the 
issue is not further politicised. The 
former chief minister of Tamil 

Nadu Ms. J. Jayalalithaa had 
tough time convincing her Kerala 
counterpart, Mr. A.K Antony as 
well as Oommen Chandy of the 
need to find a lasting solution, but 
the rival statements and actions 
generated a lot of hollow senti-
mentalism on both the sides. Now 
the present chief ministers Mr. 
Karunanidhi of Tamil Nadu and V. 
Achuthanandan of Kerala with 
their failed negotiations have only 
complicated the issue further 
leading to mass protests affecting 
normal life in the border districts of 
both the states. While one does 
not comprehend the justification, if 
any, of the central government for 
not nationalising the rivers run-
ning through more than one state, 
the prolonging of the issue by 
these states and the Centre is 
certainly deplorable.

 Tamil Nadu depends on the 
mercy of Karnataka for Cauvery 
waters and Kerala for water from 
Periyar river. More water from 
Kerala to Tamil Nadu would 
essentially mean more food 
grains, fruits and flowers from 
Tamil Nadu to Kerala. 

 The DMK, the ruling party of 
Tamil Nadu, like Congress, is also 
a coalition partner in the central 

government with the CPM sup-
porting it from outside, while 
Kerala state is ruled by the CPM 
which is also a partner of DMK-led 
front in Tamil Nadu that won both 
the Assembly and local elections 
recently. Hopefully, Mr. Karat 
would be able to win over the 
contenting parties as well as the 
centre in finding a reliable solution 
that would be beneficial both to 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 
Dr. Abdul Ruff Colachal
JNU, New Delhi

Politics of 
confrontation 
The political situation in the coun-
try has now come to a head. The 
grand alliance,  therefore, has no 
other choice than to go heavily for 
a countrywide seize of the streets. 
With this seize we all freeze our all 
activities. 

The argument that is advanced 
by the grand alliance is that its 
final bid of agitation programme is 
apt to lead to a mass upsurge like 
the ones in the past when all our 
people were united into a single 
entity.  But whether we can com-
pare our past situations with our 
present one is a big question. We 

are confused with such a game 
being played by the two parties.  It 
is with a pain in my chest that we 
have to witness, and certainly not 
in amusement, the “Dance of the 
scorpions” who precede their 
battle, till the one finishes the 
other, an example  cited by Dr. 
Rehman Sobhan in his column on 
January 6.  I read it with interest. 
- A sufferer
On e-mail

Same old story
The same story will now usher 
once again with the same players 
coming into play in the political 
arena of the country after the 
ensuing election (if at all held). If 
the chief of the caretaker govern-
ment thought that peace would 
return after filing of nomination 
papers by the “major “ political 
parties, he must have been living 
in the fool's paradise. Because, it 
would be the same tale of “two 
women”; the same corrupt erst-
while MPs and ministers vying for 
power and money; the neo 
tycoons hungry as ever for power, 
money and acquisition of wealth 
by hook or by crook, either 
through illegal or undue influence 
or by plundering of national 

English cricket legend Mr. Geoffrey Boycott 
taunted the Bangladesh national cricket team 
by saying that even his mother was capable 
of playing against a team like this. This is true 
that the performance of our cricket team has 
not been up to the mark and in many cases   
was disappointing, but ever since I read Mr. 
Boycott's comment, I wondered whether 
such an invective against a relatively new 
playing cricket nation was appropriate. To be 
more precise, I would say Mr. Boycott by his 
remark neither has proved his modesty nor 
has achieved any accolade. 

Now, after this pathetic performance of 
England in the recent Ashes Series where it 
got miserably whitewashed by its arch rival 
Australia, I wonder what thought Mr. Boycott 
has now in his mind to salvage his team out of 

this predicament!    
Ishtiaque,  Banani, Dhaka 

English cricket and 
Geoffrey Boycott 
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There is stark contrast between Dhaka airport 
and Bangkok Subarnabhumi Airport. Bangkok 
airport is passenger friendly and convenient. 
Dhaka airport is rude and unfriendly.  I would 
like to draw a comparison between the two 
with the intention of improvement of the ser-
vices and attitude.

As we arrive in Dhaka airport departure 
area we confront security personnel   as if we 
require only security at our airport and life!

 There are two terminals but in name only. 
Airlines do not guide from which terminal 
passengers should enter. Security will not 
allow the passengers' relatives to enter the 
lounge. It seems that we are living in a police 
state. The immigration police gossip more 
than they work. On 23 December we wit-
nessed an immigration officer quitting the 

desk while ten persons were still in the queue. 
He had to be requested and brought back.

In Bangkok airport we just walk into the 
departure area and make a queue. An official 
of the airport authority directs the passengers 
to the reporting desk. There is no breach of 
line or discipline. Luggage is weighed and 
boarding card is issued. Passengers then can 
relax with his/her friend or family and enter the 
departure lounge. We are received with 
smiles everywhere. People are not overtly 
overburdened with security measures. 
We would request the authorities concerned 
to arrange passenger friendly orientation 
courses for the officials working at the airport 
and also open the arrival and departure 
lounges for public.
SN Mamoon,  On e-mail

Improve 'attitude' at ZIA

From different articles published in The 
Daily Star and other newspapers we 
see that there is a tendency to point out 
that the reason behind the election 
boycott is the voter list.  Is that really 
true?  We have to understand the real 
problem before we will be able to 
address it.  I agree that the voter list is 

not perfect. But it was not perfect when 
the AL decided to participate in the 
election and also they didn't put any 
condition that if it's not absolutely error 
free they would withdraw from the elec-
tion.  We all know that the voter list that 
we have today, was created by the AL 
government back in 2001 and it con-

tained more than a crore of extra vot-
ers.  If by making a voter list according 
to your wish you can win an election 
then the AL would be in power for the 
last five years.  So that's the not the 
issue. Both the BNP and the AL know 
that.  The real issue is Ershad.  He is 
really thought to be the king maker by 
both the parties at this point.  If he 
agreed to be with the BNP then his 
case won't be brought forward and he 
would win five seats.  Now the BNP 
doesn't want to lose the election so 
they stopped Ershad from being part of 
the AL-led alliance.  The situation is as 
simple as that.  You can have a perfect 
voter list but without Ershad the AL 
won't feel confident of winning and vice 
versa.  
Now the whole premise of the agitation 
is to bring down the government and 
bring in someone who will let Ershad 
participate in the election. So someone 
trying to solve the problem will have to 
address this issue first. Let's forget 
about the perfect voter list.  Without ID 
cards a perfect voter list means nothing 
and we can't have ID cards because 
neither the BNP nor the AL wants that!   
Saif
On e-mail

Voter list isn't the issue
wealth; the same terror groups of 
the political parties; the same 
powerful sons and brothers of the 
political stalwarts.

Moreover, knowing the nature 
of these known politicians around, 
none of the other parties would 
accept the flawed election result 
on one pretext or the other and 
thereafter would resort to street 
arsons, anarchy etcetera as usual 
and as being noticed now. So, 
where is the respite for the com-
mon people, the silent majority?  It 
is clearly evident, after the (so 
called) election is over, the grand 
alliance which boycott the elec-
tion, would unleash fresh agitation 
and violence. This is more so 
because there are too many 
issues still unresolved for holding 
a free and fair election under an 
impartial administration which the 
chief of the caretaker government, 
either due to his inefficiency or at 
the instance of certain political 
party to which he belongs, misera-
bly failed to address.  Owing to the 
inability to resolve those issues by 
a single person the country has 
now plunged into total uncertainty 
and nobody knows the price the 
people of this country would have 
to pay for the blunder of such a 
person. He seems to be dancing 
to the tune of his party stalwarts 
that it was the constitutional obli-
gation to hold the election within 
90 days. But he should not at the 
same time forget that it is also the 
constitutional obligation to hold a 
free and fair acceptable election 
under an impartial administration, 
which is totally absent at this hour. 
So what is he going to achieve by 
holding an unfair election? Will not 
that violate the constitution? He 
should understand that the consti-
tution is not the end but a means to 
an end. The ultimate end is the 
country's and its people's welfare 
for which the constitution was 
written. 

The recent court order banning 
the EC to seek declaration by the 
candidates on certain issues at 
the time of filing nomination 
papers, has put the final nail on 
the coffin of a transparent demo-
cratic system in the country. 
Recently,  Dr. Yunus put forward a 
suggestion to form   “All party 
vigilance committees” to ensure 
free and fair election at the polling 
centres. In my opinion the idea 
was excellent and the intention 
was honest. But  in the present 
political atmosphere,  where the 
major political parties are at  a 
dagger's drawn  with each other,  
it may not be congenial enough to 
implement the idea right now. 

However, he should not  be 
criticised by those who cannot 
themselves offer any solution to 
the on-going political impasse.
Mohammad  Ataul  Hoque
On e-mail
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