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Sri Lankan onlookers gather at the site of a blast triggered by a powerful 
bomb inside a crowded bus, at Godegama in the outskirts of Hikkaduwa, 
southern Sri Lanka yesterday. At least 15 people were killed and more than 
32 wounded in southern Sri Lanka when a powerful bomb went off inside a 
crowded bus, the second such attack in two days, police said. 
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Members of the All India Democratic Students Organisation (AIDSO) stage a 
protest against the Noida case of mass murder of children in Hyderabad, 
southern India yesterday.

PHOTO: AFP

Some 400 Moroccans demonstrate in front of the US embassy in Rabat Friday over the hanging of former Iraqi presi-
dent Saddam Hussein and call for the non-execution of former intelligence chief Barzan al-Tikriti and revolutionary 
court judge Awad al-Bandar. Posters read "Boycott the US embassy activities in Morocco", "No to the execution of 
Saddam's companions Barazan and Bandar." 
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Iraq war protesters, one wearing a likeness of US Vice President Dick Cheney, sing Friday during a demonstration 
outside the American Enterprise Institute in Washington, DC. The protesters demonstrated against the expected 
announcement next week by US President George W Bush to send more troops to Iraq. 

AFP,  Baghdad

Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki 
yesterday threatened to "review" 
relations with countries which have 
criticised the bungled execution of 
Saddam Hussein, saying the 
hanging was an internal matter. 

As Maliki lashed out at critics of 
his government, 27 corpses of 
people killed execution-style in 
central Baghdad were found, 
providing more grisly evidence of 
Iraq's raging sectarian conflict. 

"The Iraqi government could be 
obliged to review its relations with 
any state that fails to respect the 
wish of the Iraqi people," said 
Maliki in his first reaction to the 
ousted president's hanging in 
Baghdad on December 30. 

"We consider the execution of 

the dictator an internal affair that 
concerns only the Iraqi people," 
said Maliki, speaking at a cere-
mony on the 86th anniversary of 
the Iraqi army. 

Maliki also lashed out at those 
who criticised the execution. 

"We find that this conduct is 
inciting sedition and flagrant inter-
ference in the internal affairs of Iraq 
and abuses feelings of the families 
of the victims." 

A number of international lead-
ers have criticised Saddam's 
hanging saying it appeared as a 
sectarian lynching rather than a 
court-directed punishment after a 
guard, believed to be a Shia, 
taunted the Sunni former president 
in his final moments. 

The strongest criticism came 
from Egyptian President Hosni 

Mubarak who even said that the 
execution had turned Saddam into 
a "martyr." 

Echoing Mubarak's view was 
German Foreign Minister Frank-
Walter Steinmeier who warned in 
an interview to be published 
Sunday that Saddam could gain an 
iconic status following the execu-
tion. 

"There is surely a risk that this 
execution, carried out on a Muslim 
holiday and hyped up by the 
media, is creating the conditions to 
make Saddam a martyr to his 
countrymen," he told the German 
weekly Bild am Sonntag. 

"The first signs of this are the 
numerous visits to his tomb," he 
noted, adding "it is still not clear if 
(the hanging) could lead to a new 
escalation of the violence in Iraq." 

AFP, Baghdad

US troops killed four "terrorists" 
suspected of making roadside 
bombs in an early morning raid in 
Baghdad yesterday, the military 
said. 

Another suspect was detained. 
The five suspects had first 

attempted to flee when troops 
arrived at the targeted location, the 
military said. 

"Coalition forces tracked four of 
the individuals to a nearby building 
where they refused to surrender. 

"Their subsequent actions were 
assessed as an immediate threat to 
coalition forces and other Iraqis in 
the area forcing the troops to 
engage and kill the four terrorists." 

The fifth suspect surrendered. 
The military did not specify 

where in Baghdad the raid was 

carried out. 
The military frequently conducts 

raids on suspected insurgent 
hideouts in the capital amid more 
than 100 deaths a day from rebel 
and sectarian violence. 

Earlier two Iraqi interpreters 
kidnapped along with an American 
citizen a day ago have been found 
murdered in central Basra, a 
spokesman for the British military 
told AFP Saturday. 

The two were found murdered 
near a stadium with bullets in the 
back of their heads, Major Charlie 
Burbridge said. 

Earlier, US embassy spokes-
man Louis Fintor confirmed that an 
American working as a private 
security contractor was abducted 
Friday from near Basra, Iraq's 
second largest city. 

UN investigated 
over 300 for sex 
abuse 
AP, United Nations 

The United Nations has investi-
gated more than 300 members of 
UN peacekeeping missions for 
alleged sexual exploitation and 
abuse during the past three years 
and more than half were fired or 
sent home, according to a senior 
UN official. 

The announcement came as the 
United Nations was trying to deter-
mine whether a report in a British 
newspaper involved new allega-
tions or ones the UN had investi-
gated or was investigating. The 
Daily Telegraph report alleged UN 
personnel in southern Sudan were 
involved in sexual exploitation and 
abuse of more than 20 children.

UN Assistant Secretary-General 
for Peacekeeping Jane Holl Lute 
said Friday that the UN has done 
more in the last two years than ever 
before to try to combat sex abuse in 
its 16 peacekeeping missions "but 
we're not satisfied with where we 
are."

With nearly 200,000 people from 
more than 100 countries rotating 
through the peacekeeping mis-
sions every year, some people "are 
going to behave badly," she told a 
news conference. "What's different 
now is ... our determination to stay 
with this problem ... and constantly 
improve our ability to deal with it.”

AFP, Washington

An investigative report compiled by 
the US military indicates that US 
marines gunned down f ive 
unarmed Iraqis who stumbled onto 
the scene of a 2005 roadside 
bombing in Haditha, Iraq, The 
Wash ington Post  repor ted  
Saturday. 

Citing the document obtained 
by the newspaper, the account 
said that Staff Sergeant Frank 
Wuterich, the squad's leader, shot 
the men one by one after marines 
ordered them out of a white taxi in 
the moments following the explo-
sion, which killed one marine and 
injured two others. 

Another marine fired rounds 
into their bodies as they lay on the 
ground, the paper said, citing the 
military report. 

"The taxi's five occupants exited 
the vehicle and according to US 
and Iraqi witnesses, were shot by 
Wuterich as they stood, unarmed, 
next to the vehicle approximately 
ten feet in front of him," The Post 
quotes the report by the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service as 
saying. 

One of the witnesses, Sergeant 

Asad Amer Mashoot, a 26-year-old 
Iraqi soldier who was in the marine 
convoy, told investigators he 
watched in horror as the four stu-
dents and the taxi driver fell. 

"They didn't even try to run 
away," the report quotes him as 
saying. "We were afraid from 
marines and we saw them behav-
ing like crazy. They were yelling 
and screaming." 

The shootings were the first in a 
series of violent reactions by 
marines on November 19, 2005 
that left 24 Iraqi civilians dead, the 
paper said. 

The report, which relied on 
hundreds of interviews with 
marines, Iraqi soldiers and civil-
ian survivors conducted months 
after the incident, provides evi-
d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  m a r i n e s  
responded to the roadside bomb-
ing in ways that are difficult to 
reconcile with their rules of 
engagement. 

Four marines were charged 
with murder last month in connec-
tion with the civilian deaths in 
Haditha: Wuterich, Sergeant 
Sanick Dela Cruz, Lance Corporal 
Justin Sharratt and Lance Corporal 
Stephen Tatum. 

Somalia's 
Islamists vow 
to pay heed to
al-Qaeda 
AP, Mogadishu

The Somali government on 
Saturday said it was indefinitely 
postponing a mandatory disarma-
ment programme, while Islamic 
fighters hiding in Mogadishu said 
they will heed an al-Qaida call for 
guerrilla attacks and suicide bomb-
ings against Ethiopian troops. 

Abdirahman Dinari, spokesman 
for Somalia's transitional govern-
ment, told The Associated Press 
that the prime minister "has decided 
to postpone disarming people by 
force until an unspecified time." 
Thursday had been the deadline for 
residents to voluntarily give up their 
arms.

Dozens of residents burned tires 
and looted vehicles Saturday to 
protest the plans to forcibly disarm 
them, shouting "Down, down with 
Ethiopia," in reference to troops 
from the neighbouring country that 
have been instrumental in routing 
an Islamic militia from much of 
southern Somalia.

AP, Tokyo 

Japanese and US officials warned 
Friday of tougher measures 
against North Korea if the isolated 
communist nation conducts a 
second nuclear test. 

Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice said that a second nuclear test 
"no doubt would deepen its isola-
tion."

Rice and South Korea's foreign 
minister, Song Min-Soon, agreed at 
a news conference in Washington 
that their governments want negoti-
ations on North Korea's nuclear 
programme resumed.

"If North Korea is prepared to 
return in a more constructive spirit" 
the talks could be reopened fairly 
soon, Rice said. But she added, 
"We know of no substantive 
response from the North Koreans."

The remarks came amid US 
media reports that Pyongyang has 
appeared to have readied for 
another nuclear test and that the 
preparation steps were similar to 
those taken before its first nuclear 
detonation on Oct. 9. But Japanese 

and South Korean officials have not 
reported any signs that the North 
was preparing for another test.

The talks, held last month in 
Beijing, would swap economic 
incentives and a US assurance of 
respect for North Korea's security for 
cessation of the nuclear weapons 
programme that produced a nuclear 
test nearly two months ago.

Tokyo urged its neighbour to 
refrain from any developments that 
would stoke regional tensions.

"We think it is essential that 
North Korea should stop further 
nuclear testing and they should 
abandon a l l  the i r  nuc lear  
programmes," said Nori Shikata, 
assistant press secretary for 
Japan's Foreign Ministry. "If they 
conduct another nuclear test, then 
the international community, 
including Japan, will take additional 
measures."

Shikata did not say what other 
steps might be taken, but said they 
would be pursued through the 
United Nations, which authorized 
trade restrictions against North 
Korea after its October test.

Rice said "there is intensive 
discussion among the parties 
about the resumption of the six-
party talks."

State Department spokesman 
Sean McCormack said negotiators 
were looking for "clear commit-
ments, clear indications, clear 
actions" that North Korea had 
made the "strategic choice" to 
abandon its nuclear weapons.

"Obviously, conducting a sec-
ond nuclear test sends the opposite 
signal and very clearly indicates 
that they have chosen to go down 
the pathway of deeper isolation for 
North Korea and the North Korean 
people," McCormack said.

But officials in Japan and South 
Korea said earlier Friday they saw 
no particular signs that the North 
was readying for a second test.

"Some unidentified activities 
have been detected around a 
suspected test site but so far there 
are no particular indications directly 
linked to an additional nuclear test," 
said Cho Hee-yong, a spokesman 
for South Korea's Foreign Ministry.

REUTERS, Ranchi

Cold weather across northern and 
eastern India has killed at least 
80 people in the past week, forc-
ing authorities to close schools 
and colleges and deliver fire-
wood to the homeless, officials 
said on Friday. 

In India's most populous state 
of Uttar Pradesh 34 people have 
died as night time temperatures 
plummeted to close to freezing, 
making life a misery for tens of 
thousands of people who live on 
the streets with few ways of 
keeping warm.

On Fr iday morning, the 
minimum temperature in the 
capital, New Delhi, fell to 4 
degrees Celsius, the lowest of 
the winter.

In Bihar, thousands of home-
less people crowded around 
bonfires as temperatures hov-
ered around 6 degrees Celsius. 

At least 35 people have died in 
the impoverished state in the last 
seven days.

"For the next one week, all 
educational institutions wil l  
remain closed as the cold has 
b e c o m e  u n b e a r a b l e  f o r  
many," Madan Mohan Jha, 
B i h a r ' s  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e  
development secretary said 
by phone from Patna, the 
state capital.

In neighbouring Jharkhand, 11 
people have died and officials 
are distributing firewood for the 
homeless.

"After dusk there is a mad 
scramble to get some firewood 
as only a bonfire can keep us 
alive at night," Abbas Ansari, a 
rickshaw puller said in Ranchi.

B a n g l a d e s h  s a i d  o n  
Thursday at least 56 people, 
mostly beggars and homeless, 
had died during the same cold 
snap this week.
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AFP, Ramallah/ Gaza City

Palestinian president Mahmud 
Abbas yesterday demanded that a 
force led by the ruling Hamas 
movement be integrated into exist-
ing security structures and reshuf-
fled the leadership of Palestinian 
security services. 

"The executive force (controlled 
by Hamas) is illegal... and will be 
treated as such if it is not immedi-
ately integrated... into legal security 
services as stipulated by basic law," 
said a statement from the presi-
dency. 

Abbas also "decided to reshuffle 
and make new appointments in the 
security services and their leader-
ship," it said. 

Abbas took the decision "in light 
of the increasing security chaos, 
numerous assassinations... that do 
not spare children, and following 
the failure by the Palestinian groups 

and security services to respect the 
law and protect citizens." 

Tensions simmered Saturday in 
the Gaza Strip as the Palestinians 
accused Israel of mounting its first 
incursion since a November truce 
following deadly factional fighting. 

Meanwhile some progress was 
made in the investigation into the 
abduction of AFP photographer 
Jaime Razuri in Gaza City six days 
ago, with no group claiming respon-
sibility for the kidnapping. 

Palestinian security sources 
said several Israeli tanks late Friday 
crossed into an open area in north-
ern Gaza for the first time since the 
November 26 truce after militants 
fired rockets from the area. 

Witnesses said the tanks 
remained in a border area for about 
one hour before retreating, and 
there were no reports of violence or 
gunfire. 

Noida child killer 
suspects undergo 
‘truth' tests
 

REUTERS, Gandhinagar

The police on Friday began admin-
istering a cocktail of drugs and 
chemicals to act as a sort of truth 
serum on two men suspected in the 
rape and killing of at least 17 peo-
ple, mostly children, in Noida. 

The gruesome killings came to 
light last week after police dug up 
skulls and bones in the backyard of 
a house in Noida, an industrial town 
on the outskirts of New Delhi.

The businessman who owns the 
house and his servant were arrested 
after the macabre discovery that had 
grieving parents spilling into the 
streets to protest the delay in investi-
gating reports of missing children 
over the last two years.

On Friday, the two suspects 
were put through a series of narco-
analysis, brain mapping and poly-
graph, or lie detector, tests at a 
forensic laboratory in Gujarat.

The tests are not admissible as 
evidence in court, but police say 
help them better understand a 
suspect.

"We will also examine their 
behaviour and response to several 
questions put before them," said J. 
Vyas, director of the state-run 
Directorate of Forensic Sciences.

REUTERS, AFP, Kathmandu 

Nepal's Maoists will organise 
street protests if the government 
fails to issue a provisional constitu-
tion in the next eight days to pave 
the way for the rebels to join an 
interim cabinet, their chief 
Prachanda said. 

But the rebels will not desert the 
peace process nor break the 
ceasefire even if the deadline is not 
met, the 52-year-old guerrilla chief 
said late on Friday at Dolakha, 100 
km northeast of Kathmandu.

"There will be peaceful protests 
and the civil society will join them," 
Prachanda said in Nepali on the 
independent Kantipur television.

The Maoists signed a landmark 
peace deal in November declaring 
an end to the decade-old conflict in 
which more than 13,000 people 
have died.

As part of the deal they agreed 
to have a temporary constitution 

that envisages an interim parlia-
ment and a government, which 
includes the rebels.

But the government says the 
interim constitution will become 
effective only after Maoist arms are 
locked in stores under UN supervi-
sion as part of the peace deal.

The UN has said some of its 
officials would be able to start 
monitoring the arms on Jan. 15, but 
a full monitoring mission will not be 
in place for some more time. It has 
not given any timeframe for this.

Maoists say the delay in issuing 
the interim statute would push back 
elections set for mid-June for an 
assembly tasked with preparing a 
permanent constitution and decid-
ing the future of the monarchy the 
rebels want abolished. 

Senior political leaders and the 
Maoists in December 2006 final-
ised an interim constitution that 
opened doors for the former rebels 
to join the government. 

Abbas for integrating 
Hamas men in 
security forces 
Israel army stages brief Gaza incursion 

AFP, Strasbourg

The Council of Europe, a pan-
European human rights watchdog 
body, appealed Friday to Iraq to 
immediately stop all executions, 
describing the death penalty as a 
human rights violation. 

The call came ahead of the 
postponed hanging of two Saddam 
aides sentenced with him for the 
murder of 147 Shia villagers. 

"We express our solidarity with 
the Iraqi people and reiterate our 
unequivocal condemnation of the 
crimes committed by the regime of 
Saddam Hussein," said a state-
m e n t  b y  t h e  4 6 - m e m b e r  
Strasbourg-based forum linking 
nations in east and west Europe. 

"But we also call for an immedi-
ate end of executions and the 
abolition of the death penalty in 
Iraq," it urged. 

"The message to our friends in 
Iraq is based on our own experi-
ence in Europe; namely that the 
death penalty violates human 
rights, and that without human 
rights there can be no justice, 
peace and reconciliation." 

The Iraqi government Thursday 

postponed the execution of 
Barzan al-Tikriti, Saddam's half 
brother and former intelligence 
chief, and Awad al-Bandar, the 
head of a revolutionary court, amid 
international criticism of the han-
dling of Saddam's hanging last 
Saturday. 

It did not set a precise date but 
the hangings are now expected 
shortly after the end of state holi-
days for the Eid al-Adha festival on 
Saturday. 

The text of the Council of 
Europe appeal was co-signed by 
Rene van der Linden, chairman 
of the Council of Europe's parlia-
mentary assembly, and Fiorenzo 
Stolfi, foreign minister of San 
Marino and currently chair of the 
C o u n c i l ' s  C o m m i t t e e  o f  
Ministers. 

Reacting immediately after the 
execution last Saturday, the 
Council of Europe's Secretary 
General Terry Davis described the 
Saddam trial as a "missed opportu-
nity...for Iraq to join the civilized 
world."  

What Iraqis needed was "jus-
tice, reconciliation and peace, not 
hangings and revenge," Davis said. 

European rights panel 
urges end to all 
executions in Iraq 

Commander 
among 18 
Taliban killed 
AFP, Kandahar

Afghan forces backed by Nato-led 
troops fought Taliban insurgents in 
southern Afghanistan killing 15, 
including a regional commander, 
while three more died planting a 
bomb, police said. 

Fighting erupted in Kajaki 
district of southern Helmand prov-
ince late Thursday when militants 
armed with machine guns and 
rockets attacked patrolling troops, 
regional police commander Nabi 
Jan Mullahkhail said on Friday.

"Our troops were on a routine 
patrol when they came under 
attack from the enemy. We killed 
15 Taliban in the gunfight," he said, 
adding that a Taliban commander 
named Mullah Azizullah was 
among the dead.

The district was the scene of 
intense fighting earlier in the week, 
with police saying Wednesday that 
17 rebels were killed in a three-day 
operation there also involving 
International Security Assistance 
Force (Isaf) troops.

Isaf is represented in Helmand -
- which produces most of 
Afghanistan's opium crop -- by 
about 4,500 British troops.
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