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41 killed as bus goes
up in flames

Our CORRESPONDENT, Comilla

Atleast 41 people were killed when
an overloaded bus fell into a ditch
and burst into flames at Suwagazi
in Comilla on the Dhaka-
Chittagong highwayyesterday.

The overcrowded bus, belong-
ing to SR Paribahan, a transport
company, was speeding towards
Chittagong when it lost control 20
kilometres from Comilla town and
veered into aditch around 1:15pm.
The bus instantly burst into flames
when its fuel tank ruptured and the
diesel caught fire,

Comilla's Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Mohibul
Hossain Chowdhury told The Daily
Star last night, "We have recovered
41 bodies from the wreckage. We do
not think thereareany more bodies
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Rescuers try to pull the wreckage of the ill-fated bus back on the highway after it veered into a ditch and exploded
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| BLOCKADE
CG orders army,

law enforcers
to show zero

 tolerance

UNB, Dhaka

The caretaker government yester-
day ordered army, BDR, Rab and

| | police to show zero tolerance in

dealing with a three-day blockade
programme, according to a police
source.

The Awami League-led grand
alliance will enforce the blockade
across the country for three days
starting from today to press for a
fresh election schedule after pre-
paringa correctvoter list and resig-
nation of President Iajuddin
Ahmed from the office of chief
adviser.

The source told the news
agency that the law enforcers,
including army, would be posted

| al different strategic points in the

capital to ensure smooth move-
ment of traffic and peace and
safety to publiclife.

He said some 10,000 to 12,000
police will be guarding the streets
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Grand alliance's 72-hr
blockade begins today

Massive security measures, Bangabhaban siege on
Jan 9, alliance may go for continuous blockade
from next week until election day

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL)-led grand
alliance's countrywide 72-hour
blockade starts today amid the
caretaker government's resolute
and elaborate plan to thwart the
demonstration for electoral reform
'atanycost' shortofa negotiation.

The blockade slated to be a 48-
hour one was stretched by another
24 hours last night by the grand
alliance. 1t has threatened to lay
sicge to Bangabhaban, the office of
the president, on the extended day
oftheblockade.

Sources said the government, if
necessary, will use the army along
with other law enforcement agen-

army was already used to face a
hartal on December 21 for the first
timeinthelast 15 years since resto-
ration of democracy through a
mass upsurgein 1990.

Ignoring repeated’ urges from
different corners, President and
Chief Adviser (CA) Iajuddin Ahmed
till yesterday did not initiate any
step to resolve the political crisis
centring the parliamentary elec-
tion set for January 22. He rather
assumed a tough posture against
the grand alliance's planned dem-
onstration,

Instructed by the home ministry
led by lajuddin Ahmed, Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, which had
launched blanket arrests on

yesterday imposed an indefinite
ban on rallies, processions and
other forms of demonstrations
which might create obstacles to
vehicular traffic on the streets of
the capital, and informed the city
residents about the decision using
megaphones.

The grand alliance comprising
AL-led 14- party, Jatiya Pariy (JF),
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP); a
faction of Islami Oikya Jote and
Islamic Front Bangladesh called for
the blockade demanding resigna-
tion of Iajuddin Ahmed from the
post of chief adviser, and
announcement of a new election

‘schedule following 'proper updat-

ing' ofthevoterlist.

SEE PAGE 15 coL2  near Suwagaziin Comillayesterday. seE paGE 15 coL 6 | ciestofoilthedemonstrationasthe  Thursday to foil the blockade, SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Withonly 15 daysin hand, prepara-
tion for the next parliamentary
election is still in disarray as the
Election Commission (EC)
Secretariat is yet to specify the
number of voters, ballot papers to
be printed, polling stations, and
contesting political parties.

In an unprecedented way, the
EC Secretariat officials kept giving
estimated information on these

" isgues,

“I cannot exactly tell at this

moment the number of polling

and political parties,” Deputy EC
Secretary Mihir Sarwar Morshed
toldreportersyesterday.

According to the deputy EC
secretary, the number of voters is
around 9.33 crore while the num-
ber of polling stations is about
34,000.

Mihir, however, said they pub-
lished the list of polling stations in
an official gazette on January 4 in
accordance with the electoral laws

that require publishing of the list at ;

least 16 days before polling day.
SEE PAGE 2COL §

President/ Chief Adviser Iajuddin
Ahmed yesterday reaffirmed that
the parliamentary elections would
be held on schedule due to consti-
tdtional obligation, although a
major political camp withdrew
fromthe race.
Inastatement, on the eve of the
14-party-led grand alliance-
Isponsored two-day hlockade
I across the country, he said nobody
can impede the constitutional
provision for halding the gencral
election.

"I'm committed to handing over

seek cooperation from all in pro-
tecting the constitution.”

Referring to the Election
Commission (EC) announcement
for holding the election on January
22, the president noted that the EC
had already taken all measures for
holding the election.

"My government has ordered
the law enforcers to take stern
measures o that no quarter can
disturb law and order in a planned
way to thwart the upcoming elec-
tions," the president said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL4

Reacting to President and Chief
Adviser (CA) lajuddin Ahmed's
statement last night Awami League
(AL)-led grand alliance leaders said
the CA wants to bring back BNP-
Jamaat-led coalition back to power
through holding a one-sided clec-
tinnonJanuary22.

"The president has become the
chief adviser by violating the con-
stitution. He became the chief
adviser to bring back the BNP-
Jamaat coalition back to power and
he has made that elear through his

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The European Union yesterday
said their Election Observer
Mission for the upcoming general
clection in Bangladesh might not
proceed as expected, if political
stakeholders fail to resolve the
ongoingcrisis.

The international credibility
and economy of Bangladesh would
suffer a major blow if the current
electoral process fails, the EU
furtherobserved.

"The EU calls on all political
parties and stakeholders in the
Bangladesh election process,
including the Caretaker
Government and the Election
Commission, to work urgently and
cooperatively towards a solution
which meets the rights and expec-
tations of the people of Bangladesh
and which satisfies international
democratic standards,” says a
rress statement released by the
ocal EU presidency.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

The European Union Election
Observer Mission (EUEOM) yester-
day said they could not find the
source of the observations made by
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia on
Friday, when she said the EU in
2000 suspected the then voter list

contained 13 million false voters,
"We have notbeen ableto estab-
lish the source of the figures attrib-
uted to the EU election observer
mission," sald Graham Elson;
deputy chief observer of the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Fog, transport
crisis disrupt
post-Eid return
to Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

m% retumed to the capital
ite immense transport

crisis an{l % weather after cele-

brating Eid holidays outside thecity.

The onrush of vacationers headed
back to Dhaka was triggered by the
January 7-8 blockade programme
called by the Awami e-ledgrand
m and a tion of the

e e tuming into an
e

Apparently, the demand for
Dhaka-bound tickets outnum-
bered available means of transport
that enabled the unscrupulous
ticket-sellers to skyrocket the ticket
prices,

Besides, dense fog that had
been continuing to blanket most
part of the country for the third
consecutive day greatly disrupted
road and river communication
throughout the country. This haz-
ardous condition caused many
passenger vessels, buses and trains
to be delayed for hours and added
to the passengers'sufferings.

Trains coming from the north-
ern part of the country were more
or less five to six hours late due to
the heavy fog and overloaded
passengers, said Ashok Kumar Dey,
station manager of Kamalapur
Railway Station, adding, "We had to
delay all trains coming from the
northern region as nothing was
visible and tickets were not avail-
able either.”

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Police, left, take arrestees to a Dhaka court yesterday as the law enforcers
continue wholesale arrest ahead of the blockade that starts today; A
woman and her son, above, break down in tears at Motijheel Police

Ordeals of
mass arrest
victims

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Station after police picked up her husband.

Cry for fertiliser in North

Farmers take to streets, block roads

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Facing crisis of urea fertiliser at the
peak season for Boro cultivation,
the farmers brought out proces-
sions and created blockade on the
highways at different places, espe-
ciallyinthe northernregion.

Hundreds of vehicles remained
stranded for about four hours on
Rangpur-Lalmonirhat and
Rangpur-Kurigram roads due to
the blockade by the farmers.

While the farmers are demand-

ing smooth supply of fertiliser, |

many dealers in those districts
increased the price exorbitantly on

the pretext of short supply, repoits
say.

Bangladesh Fertiliser
Association (BFA), however, claims
that there is no shortage of urea
fertiliser in the country as necarly
fourlakh tonnes ofurcaisin stock.

"We have sufficient stock and
supply of fertiliser and there is
hardly any chance of a crisis till the
end of January,” said BFA
Chairman Kofiluddin Ahmed.

Asked about farmers’ agitation
for fertiliser in different districts,
the chairman said there might be
some shortage of supply in remote
areas as there was transport prob-

lern for more than three days dur-
ing the Eid holidays.

Besides, the supply was ham-
pered as the movement of trucks
on the highways was slowed due to
thick fog for the last couple of days
in the northern districts, he said,
He further said that the delivery of
urea from the BCIC factory was
hampered as the authority issued a
circular asking every dealer to
come at the factory gate for gelting
supply.

Earlier, dealers used to get
supply by the transport agency
through authorisation letter,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

FBCCI for emergency
if deadlock prevails

Other business bodies yet

to endorse call
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country's apex trade body
yesterday urged the caretaker
government to declare a state of
emergency ifitfails to persuade the
two major political parties to reach
a consensus within 24 hours to
break the deadlock over the
upcomingelection.

But top business leaders said

they are vet to endorse the call of
the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) for declaring a
state of emergency to save the
country from political confronta-
tion.

Criticising the chief adviser for
failing to maintain neutrality, the
FBCCI leaders said the chief

SEE PAGE 2 COL &

US, UK envoys
hold closed door
meeting with
Hasina

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

US Ambassador Patricia A Butenis
and British High Commissioner
Anwar Choudhury held an
unscheduled closed door meeting
with Awami League (AL) President
Sheikh Hasina at her residence last
night to discuss ways to resolve the
ongoing political crisis.

Sources said the pair of high-
profile envoys is also scheduled to
meet BNP Chairpérson Khaleda

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Sixty-year-old Saleha Begum was
sobbing hysterically in front of the
Chiel Metropolitan Magistrate's
(CMM) court, Dhaka yesterday as
her son, a mass arrest victim, was
facing a magistrate who would
decide whether he would be set free
or put behind bars.

Braving the chilly weather and
wearing an inexpensive thin sari,
Saleha came to the court anxious
that her family of six would face
severe hardship if the lone

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Cold claims 25
more lives

STAR REPORT

The cold wave claimed 25 more
lives in nine districts in 24 hours
until 5:00pm yesterday, raising the
deathtollto 101in thelast five days.

The districts are Thakurgaon,
Jhalakathi, Panchagarh, Kishoreganj,
Faridpur, Sirajganj, Khulna, Bograand
Chapainawabganj.

InThakurgaon, fourpeople died
from biting cold. They are Rajendra
Roy, 44, of Mujabani village in
Sadar upazila, Sunil Chandra, 52, of
Durgapur village, Shahidur
Rahman, 68, of Jaborhatvillage and
Joynab Begum, 62, of Paschimpara

village in Pirganj upazila

About 300 elderly people and
children were admitted to different
hospitals with cold-related dis-
eases like asthma, cold diarthoea
and dysentery, hospital sources
said.

The cold wave claimed three
lives in Jhalakathi yesterday morn-
ing.

The dead were identified as
Mohammad Ali, 70, a resident of
Station Road in the town, Kanchan
Begum, 65 of Malipur village in
Nalchhiti municipal area, and
Jahanara Begum, 60, of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

s R A T A

L S T e S

Well-planned and Secured Housing Projects 4 Paper Industry to Meet the Demand of the Country
The Leading Cement Manufacturing Company aThe First and Largest Tissue Paper Manufacturing Company
Bashundhara City-The Biggest Shopping and Amusement Attraction of South Asia . Manufacturing Quality
Qtecl md G.1. Pipe aThe First LP Gas Dlstnbutlon Company in Private Sector
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