
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

A small cargo vessel sank in the 
Karnaphuli channel on Thursday 
night after being hit by a Singapore 
bound container ship.

All the crews of the cargo ship 
named Diamond of Shimulia swam 
ashore following a clash with a 
container ship Quota Ratna at 
around 10:30pm, according to 
sources. 

The container ship left the port 
channel after hitting the cargo ship 
without informing the port authority. 

The cargo ship had been carry-
ing around 450 tons of fertiliser, 
most of which was washed away in 
the river. Some of the goods were 
also looted by unscrupulous people, 
the source said.

The small cargo ship was later 
tagged to shore by a tugboat of the 
Chittagong Port Authority. 

The source alleged that the 
restriction of moving small ships 
during the movement of big ships in 

the channel is frequently being 
violated. 

The restriction on the movement 
of small ships at night is also not 
being followed properly, the source 
added.
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T O D A Y

Weather is likely to remain dry over the country in the next 12 hours 
until 6:00pm today.

Light to moderate fog may also occur over the river basins of the 
country during early morning, Met Office said in a forecast. 

It said that night temperature may fall slightly over the country. 
Highest temperature 29.8 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday 

at Sylhet and lowest 12.2 degree Celsius at Srimongal.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:18pm today and rises at 6:39am 

tomorrow. 
Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some 

major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
             i n  c e l s i u s                       
percentage
 Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka  28.3  17.5  63  51
Chittagong  29.6  17.6  72  77 
Rajshahi  26.5  16.0  85  74
Khulna  27.6  16.5  90  79
Barisal  28.5  15.5  95  90 
Sylhet  29.8  15.6  69  58
Cox's Bazar  29.5  17.8  85  77

UNB,  Dhaka

Fall in temperature likely

'Southasian' 
launched
 

Broadcast Worldwide Limited in 
collaboration with participants from 
all over South Asia recently 
announced the formation of a new 
body styled 'Southasian', says a 
press release.

Among  o the r  i n i t i a t i ves ,  
Southasian will launch a programme 
to be aired from Kolkata aiming at 
rediscovering and reinforcing a 
Southasian identity based on a 
shared history, civilisation and cul-
ture. 

Hosted by media partners from 
the region, the programme featuring 
news, special features, profiles and 
interviews from South Asia will be 
aired initially once a week. 

Rathikant Basu, chairman of 
Broadcast Worldwide Limited, 
announced the decision to form this 
Southasian platform.  

He referred to the spirit of Saarc 
and reiterated the working group's 
commitment to South Asian peace, 
progress, diversity and opposition to 
divisiveness in any form or force. 

"Establishing a Southasian iden-
tity in the subcontinent" is the focus of 
the entity, he added.

Media personalities like Shahid 
Nadeem from Pakistan, Kiran 
Shrestha and Rajendra B Singh from 
Nepal, and Sara Zaker, Aly Zaker and 
Lubna Marium from Bangladesh 
form part of the team.

'Save Vobodaho 
from 
waterlogging' 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Some university students yesterday 
formed a human chain in the city 
demanding proper steps to resolve 
the perennial waterlogging problem 
in area in the southwest-Vobodaho 
ern part of the country.

Moved by the untold sufferings of 
around four lakh people in the 
waterlogged area, Virginia chapter 
of human rights organisation 
Drishtipat organised the hour-long 
human chain on the premises of 
Central Shaheed Minar in the city, 
organisers said. 

S tuden ts  o f  Bang ladesh  
University of Engineering and 
Te c h n o l o g y  ( B u e t ) ,  D h a k a  
University, North South University 
and Brac University participated in 
the programme. 

"I was moved reading articles on 
Vobodaho and came all the way 
from Virginia, USA to organise the 
human chain," said Arafat Islam 
Khan of Virginia Tech University.

The suffering of Vobodaho 
people started in the 1960s follow-
ing construction of polders and 
sluice gates in the region. Following 
the construction, sedimentation 
took place only in river channels that 
ultimately raised the riverbeds 
compared to the adjacent wetlands. 
On the other hand, the wetlands 
subsided due to non-deposition of 
sediment and in the course of time, 
a vast area of the region became 
permanently waterlogged.

Indian clothes 
worth Tk 1cr 
seized in Comilla
UNB, Comilla

BDR members seized huge Indian 
clothes worth about Tk 1 crore from 
a rickshaw van at Jammura in 
Chouddagram upazila of the district 
early yesterday.

Acting on a tip-off, a BDR team 
from Kotbari raided the area at about 
3:00am and recovered 2,121 sarees 
and 652 three-pieces smuggled into 
Bangladesh from India. 

Police arrested Md Alamgir,30 for 
suspected involvement with the 
smuggling.

The seized clothes were depos-
ited to local customs office and a 
case was filed.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Bangladesh Society for the 
Enforcement of Human Rights 
(BSEHR) yesterday called for 
united efforts to resist violence 
against women and children. 

"Doctors, police, judiciary, jour-
nalists and human rights defenders 
must play a participatory role to help 
bring the culprits to book," said 
Advocate Alena Khan, executive 
director of BSEHR, at its third expe-
rience-sharing workshop at LGED 
auditorium in the city. 

Forensic specialist, magistrate, 
public prosecutor, deputy attorney 
general and journalists exchanged 
their views at the workshop.  

Speaking as chief guest, Justice 
Fazlul Karim called for a strong 
commitment to do away with the 
unbeaten crimes across the country. 

'United efforts a must to resist 
violence against women, children' 

One killed in 
Gaibandha 
road accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

One person was killed and six others 
sustained injuries when a speeding 
bus hit a rickshaw van at Fasitola on 
Bogra-Rangpur highway on Friday 
night.

Police said the Fasitola-bound 
rickshaw van with six passengers 
skidded off the road and fell into a 
ditch at about 9:00pm when a 
Sayedpur-bound bus hit  the van 
from behind. One person identified 
as Shahebullah, 60, died on the spot 
and six others sustained injuries. 
The injured were rushed to 
Gobindaganj Hospital.

Members of the Southasian, which was launched recently.

PHOTO: STAR 

Nabin Projonma-2006 accorded a reception to the sector commanders of the War of Liberation at the Central Shaheed 
Minar in the city yesterday. From left are Lt Col (retd) Abu Osman Chowdhury, Maj Gen (retd) CR Dutt, Air Vice Marshal 
(retd) AK Khandker, Maj Gen (retd) KM Shafiullah, Lt Gen (retd) Mir Shawkat Ali and Maj (retd) Rafiqul Islam.   

PHOTO: STAR 

BEI President Farooq Sobhan speaks at a seminar on 'A strategy for combating terrorism in Bangladesh' at the BEI 
conference room in the city yesterday. On his right are Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed and Nazmul Hasan and on his left is 
Mehboobur Rehman.

PHOTO: STAR

Drishtipat forms  a human chain on  Central Shaheed Minar premises of in 
the city yesterday with a call to save waterlogged Vobodaho in Jessore.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday 
called for addressing the root 
causes of terrorism on a priority 
basis, saying that equipping the law 
enforcing and intelligence agencies 
properly is not enough to eliminate 
the menace.

To effectively combat terrorism, 
there should be a fixed political 
direction, which will not change with 
the change of government, and 
proper coordination among the 
intelligence agencies, they said.  

They also called for properly 
training the media to deal with the 

issue.  
Bangladesh Enterprise Institute 

(BEI) and the Brit ish High 
Commission jointly organised the 
two-day seminar on 'A Strategy for 
combating terrorism in Bangladesh' 
at BEI conference room in the city.

Inaugurating the seminar, 
Information Adviser to the caretaker 
government Mahbubul Alam said 
terrorism breeds on complex politi-
cal, social and economic problems 
and it cannot be fully defeated 
without national consensus.

In his welcome address, BEI 
President Farooq Sobhan said, 
"Although top leaders of Jama'atul 

Mujahideen Bangladesh and 
Harkatul Jihad have been captured, 
much work remains to be done to 
stamp out terrorism in all its forms. 
However, no systemic study has so 
far been undertaken to understand 
the causes of terrorism nor has 
there been any initiative to develop 
a strategy for combating terrorism 
in Bangladesh."

Asking the future governments 
not to lapse back into denial of the 
existence of terrorism and extrem-
ism, British High Commissioner 
Anwar Choudhury suggested that 
the next elected government 
should finalise the draft of anti-

Address root causes of terrorism
Speakers tell seminar 

terrorism law and place in parlia-
ment at the earliest.

"Some of the roots of extremism 
are structural and can surface in 
numerous ways. It's not just about 
catching the terrorists. There is a 
need for economic, social and 
democratic institutions, enhancing 
educational and employment 
opportunities, access to justice and 
police reform," he said in a written 
speech read out by high commis-
sion officer Jason Grimes in the 
high commissioner's absence.

The British envoy also called for 
a holistic approach to curbing 
terrorism.

Former executive director of 
Bangladesh Bank Nazmul Hasan 
presented a keynote paper on 
'Effective use of anti-money laun-
dering law in curbing terrorism' in 
the first working session, with 
former BB governor Dr Fakhruddin 
Ahmed in the chair.

Brig Gen (Retd) M Sakhawat 
Hossain was the keynote speaker 
on 'Capacity building of law enforc-
ing and intelligence agencies in 
countering terrorism'. 

Brig Gen (Retd) Shahedul Anam 
Khan presented a keynote paper on 
'The role of media in countering 
terrorism' while Maj Gen (Retd) 
Azizur Rahman presented another 
paper on 'Border management and 
cross-border cooperation in coun-
tering terrorism'. 

Former army chiefs Gen 
Muhammad Mustifizur Rahman 
and Lt Gen M Harun-Ar-Rashid, 
former ambassador Muhammad 
Zamir, Citigroup Country Officer 
Mamun Rashid, lead consultant of 
Bank Consult Mehboobur Rehman 
and Assistant Editor of The Daily 
Star Zafar Sobhan took part in the 
discussion.

PHOTO: STAR 

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia blesses her son Tarique Rahman, senior joint 
secretary general of the party, as he bows and touches her feet at her Banani 
office in the city yesterday before leaving for Bogra to submit his nomination 
paper for the forthcoming national election.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Officials of Joint River Commission 
(JRC) should hold public consulta-
tion before any meeting with their 
Indian counterparts and disclose its 
outcome through a press confer-
ence with a view to ensuring its 
transparency, said the water 
experts at a national river conven-
tion yesterday.

They alleged that the JRC has 
so far failed to ensure adequate 
supply of water in trans-boundary 
rivers in the country and its officials 
never disclosed the outcome of 
their meetings with India for 
unknown reasons.  

The f i rs t  Nat ional  River  
Convention was organised by 
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon 
(Bapa) in  associat ion wi th 
Bangladesh Environment Network 
(BEN) at the Planning and 
Development Academy in the city. 

Noted water experts, environ-
mentalists and engineers took part 
in the daylong convention.

The speakers said India has 
already taken up a river inter-linking 
project, which is designed to divert 
water from major international 
rivers including the Ganges and the 
Brahmaputra to its drought-prone 
states threatening the livelihood of 
more than 100 million people down-
stream in Bangladesh. 

India is going ahead with the 
implementation of the project 
violating the international law, but 
the JRC could not focus on the 
issue properly and create pressure 
on India to stop the project, they 
added.

"The Indian project, envisaged 
by its National Water Development 
Agency (NWDA) and to be imple-
mented in 10 years, involves build-
ing hundreds of reservoirs and 
digging more than 600 miles of 
canals," said Engineer Quamrul 
Islam Siddique while speaking 
about the Indian River-linking 
Project (IRLP).

Be transparent in dealing 
water issues with India
Experts urge JRC officials 

Engineer Muhammad Hilaluddin 
said India has taken up another 
project to construct Tipaimukh 
Multipurpose Dam on the river 
Barak in Manipur state to generate 
1500 MW of electricity.

"There will be disastrous effects 
on the entire Sylhet region and the 
river Meghna if India sets up the 
dam, but our officials at JRC failed to 
create any public opinion against the 
project and effective pressure on 
India to cancel it," he said.

Barrister Raihan Khalid said 

JRC should be more public-
oriented and its officials must hold 
public consultation before and after 
the meeting with their Indian coun-
terparts.

Engineer Taqsem A Khan, Prof 
Nazrul Islam, Prof Khalekuzzaman, 
Architect Iqbal Habib, Dr Abdul 
Matin, Prof Feroj Ahmed, Prof Asif 
Nazrul, BEN Representative 
Kamrul Ahsan Khan and Bapa 
leader Mahidul Haq Khan also took 
part in the convention.

Advocate MA Ansari made the 
keynote speech.

P r o f  D r  M o h a m m a d  
Habibuzzaman of forensic depart-
ment at  Dhaka Medical College 
stressed on proper training of doc-
tors at the district level.

"Apart from the doctors at 14 
medical colleges, hundreds of 
doctors from other institutions 
remain out of the training across the 
country," he regretted.

He said due to delay in forensic 
test, doctors have no other option 
but to write, 'The findings are not 
consistent with forceful intercourse'.  

Aminul Islam, special public 
prosecutor (PP) at the speedy trial 
tribunal-4, defended the accusation 
that the PPs take bribes from both 
the complainants and defendants 
and mentioned a number of issues 
that weaken the case, like insincer-
ity of the investigation officers, 
magistrates and doctors.

"Many of the investigation offi-

cers do not properly record the 
testimonies of the complainants, 
some magistrates are not aware of 
specific laws while some doctors 
give haphazard forensic report," he 
said.   

Dr Nur Alam, registrar of medi-
cine department at Sir Salimullah 
Medical College, finds the influ-
ence of political leaders as the 
main obstacle to people's rights to 
justice.

Citing his own experience, 
Alam said in certain districts he 
got instructions from the law-
maker not to give any report on 
'grievous incidence' without con-
sultation. 

The speakers said the influence 
of political personalities is another 
major obstacle in dealing with the 
offences. 

They also admitted widespread 
corruption and lack of efficiency 
among the bodies concerned. 

Firoz Noon 
passes away
UNB, Dhaka

Former information and research 
secretary of Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) AKA Firoz Noon 
passed away at a hospital in 
Singapore yesterday morning at the 
age of 65.

In separate messages, BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and 
General Secretary Mannan Bhuiyan 
expressed their deep shock at his 
death.

They also prayed for salvation of 
the departed soul and conveyed 
sympathy to members of the 
bereaved family.

BSS adds: Firoj Noon had been 
suffering from heart ailments and 
was sent to Mount Elizabeth 
Hospital a week ago when his 
condition deteriorated.

He underwent by-pass surgery 
on Friday but breathed his last 
yesterday morning at his hospital 
bed.

His body is scheduled to arrive 
this afternoon by a Thai Airlines 
flight.

Sakhawat Hossain

S a k h a w a t  
Hossain, direc-
tor of Navana 
Real Estate, 
passed away 
due to a cardiac 
a r r e s t  a t  
S h a m a r i t a  
Hospital in the 

city on December 22 at the age of 
71, says a press release.

He left behind his wife, three 
daughters and two sons to mourn 
his death.

Syeda Ferdous Ara

UNB, Dhaka

Syeda Ferdous Ara, wife of provin-
cial election commissioner of the 
then East Pakistan Syed Gulam 
Mahbub Ali, passed away due to 
old age ailment at her residence in 
the city on Friday at the age of 80.

She left behind her two daugh-
ters and six sons to mourn her 
death.

Ferdous Ara was buried at 
Azampur graveyard after Asr 
prayers yesterday.

Her qulkhwani will be held after 
Asr prayers tomorrow at her resi-
dence at Rampura. 

Relatives and admirers have 
been requested to attend the 
qulkhwani.

Maqsudur Rahman

M a q s u d u r  
R a h m a n ,  
m a n a g i n g  
director of Toyo 
I n k  a n d  
Chemicals BD 
L td ,  passed  
away due to a 
cardiac arrest 

while performing Hajj at Makkah, 
Saudi Arabia, on December 21. He 
was 68, says a press release.

He was buried at Sarayah grave-
yard in Makkah. 

He left behind his wife, one son 
and one daughter and a host of well-
wishers to mourn his death.

Qulkhwani
Qulkhwani of 
Md Touf iqu l  
Islam (Roop), 
an income tax 
lawyer and also 
a music direc-
tor, will be held 
a t  h i s  res i-
dence at 73/1 

Siddeshwari Circular Road after 
Asr prayers today, says a press 
release.

He passed away due to a car-
diac arrest on December 21 at the 
age of 58.

He left behind his wife, two sons 
and a host of relatives and admir-
ers to mourn his death.

Cargo sinks in Karnaphuli 

JU teacher 
suspended 
JU CORRESPONDENT 

The Syndicate of Jahangirnagar 
University (JU) at an emergency 
meeting yesterday suspended 
Golam Mustafa, assistant professor 
of Bangla department, temporarily 
for alleged sexual harassment of a 
first year female student of the 
department on November 16.  

A fact-finding committee, formed to 
conduct primary investigation of the 
allegation against the teacher, has 
found it true, sources said. 

The syndicate also decided to 
form a six-member high-powered 
probe body headed by Vice-
chance l lo r  Pro f  Khandaker  
Mustahidur Rahman for further 
investigation of the allegation. 

Earlier, several hundred female 
students besieged the meeting 
venue at 4:00pm and continued the 
demonstration as of 8:30pm when 
the decision was announced.  

SEXUAL HARASSMENT

Vow to build 
secular, 
democratic, 
poverty-free 
Bangladesh
Sector commanders 
advise children
BSS, Dhaka

Six living sector commanders of the 
liberation war yesterday urged the 
new generation to take a vow to 
build a secular, democratic and 
poverty-free Bangladesh.

"You will have to shoulder the 
future leadership of the country and 
as such build yourselves as worthy 
citizens," the Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of the Liberation War, Air 
Vice Marshal (Retd) AK Khandker, 
Bir Uttam, said while recalling his 
war-time memories at the Central 
Shaheed Minar here.

Projonmo-2006 organised the 
function marking the Victory Day.

Sector Commanders Lt General 
(Retd) Mir Shawkat Ali, Bir Uttam, 
Ma jor  Genera l  (Retd)  KM 
Shafiullah, Bir Uttam, Major General 
(Retd) CR Dutta, Bir Uttam, Lt 
Colonel (Retd) Abu Osman 
Chowdhury, Bir Uttam and Major 
(Retd) Rafiqul Islam, Bir Uttam, 
recalled their war-time memories 
and replied to various questions of 
the juveniles.

Another Sector Commander Lt 
Colonel Kazi Nuruzzaman, Bir 
Uttam, was absent from the function 
due to illness.

Mir Shawkat urged the govern-
ment to take initiatives for setting up 
'hate plaques' at all educational 
institutions in the country so that the 
future generations can express their 
hatred on the collaborators by 
spitting on the plaques on the 
Victory Day.

He urged all mothers to tell the 
history of the Liberation War to their 
children so that they can learn the 
true history of independence.

KM Shafiullah said the young 
generation has to take oath for 
building a secular democratic 
country defeating the anti-liberation 
forces.

Replying to a query about the 
participation of women in the 
Liberation War, CR Dutta said the 
victory would not have been possi-
ble in the liberation war without the 
help and cooperation of the 
women's community.

Abu Osman Chowdhury said the 
present and the future generations 
have to take a vow to build a 
'Razakar'-free Bangladesh.

Major Rafiqul Islam said those 
who were against the liberation of 
the country should be tried by courts 
of law.

He said the young generation of 
the country has to be vigilant so that 
the anti-liberation forces, who killed 
millions of people during the war, 
cannot come to state power again.

"It is unfortunate for us that the 
'Razakars' who were against the 
country's liberation are now 
installed in state power and moving 
around the country hoisting the 
national flags atop their cars," he 
said.

He urged the 'little stars' to build a 
social movement against the anti-
liberation forces for resisting them 
politically.

AK Khandker administered an 
oath to the children in the name of 
freedom fighters, who sacrificed 
their lives in the war, to build 
Bangladesh as a secular demo-
cratic country.

Earlier, the children of the organi-
sation received the sector com-
manders by presenting them bou-
quets.
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