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Pak envoy calls
on Khaleda

UNB, Dhaka

Pakistan High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Alamgir Babar called
on BNP Chairperson and former
prime minister Khaleda Zia at her

Banani office yesterday evening.

It could not be known what they
discussed during their 45-minute
meeting, as there was no press
briefing.

BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, former foreign
minister M Morshed Khan and BNP
Chairperson's Adviser Riaz
Rahman were present at the meet-

ing.

PHOTO: STAR

Pakistan High Commissioner to Bangladesh Alamgir Babar calls on BNP
Chairperson KhaledaZia at her Banani officein the city yesterday.

Court orders
to attach
RCCI furniture

RU CORRESPONDENT

Acourtin Rajshahi ordered to attach
furniture of Rajshahi Chamber of
Commerce and Industries (RCCI)
building worth Tk 50 lakh.

The open tender of the furniture
will be held on February 15, 2007.

RCCI sources said former RCCI
president Mustafizur Rahman Suja
filed an election forgery case in
1997 against his opponent, the then
president Muhammad Ali Sarkar
with Rajshahi District Joint Judge
Court.

Later, as the then president did
not respond to the case in the court
and did not attend before the court
for long, the court handed down a
verdict recently against the RCCI.

In the verdict, the court ordered
to attach goods of the chamber
building worth Tk 50 lakh.

Blaming former president, the
present president of the RCCI Lutfor
Rahman said due to the negligence
of Muhammad Ali, the goods of the
newly constructed three-storey
building is on the way to open ten-
der.

On Sunday morning, court
staffs hanged notices to the RCCI
gate by beating drum. We are
going for a legal battle, said the
president.

Muhammad Ali told the reporters
that after hand over of power,
nobody is responsible for any liabil-
ity in the institution.

UP CHAIRMAN MURDER

Eight arrested
PBCP claims
responsibility

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Police arrested eight people in
connection with the murder of
Goalkandi union council chairman
Jahangir Alam yesterday while
outlawed Purbo Banglar Communist
Party (PBCP) claimed responsibility
of the killing.

Jahangir Alam, 38, also the
executive member of Bagmara
upazila Awami League, was shot
dead at Jalpaitala on Sunday night.

Locals caught Matiur Rahman
with firearms when the killers were
fleeing from the scene. Police
arrested him and handed him over to
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) for
interrogation.

Following his information, police
arrested Mithun, Khoaz, Saiful,
Zakaria, Mojahar, Hannan, and
Mannan from different areas in
Bagmara. Sources said, Matiur
confessed that they killed Jahangir
inexchange of Tk 5 lakh.

However, Nikhil Sarkar claming
to belong to PBCP told local news-
men over phone that they committed
the murder identifying Jahangir as a
‘class enemy'.

S killed

in road

accident

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Five people died and 40 others
were injured in a bus-truck colli-
sion on the Dhaka-Sylhet highway
in Dakkhin (South) Surma area
yesterday morning.

Police and locals said the
accident took place at about
5:30am when a Dhaka-bound
stone-laden truck collided head on
with a Sylhet-bound passenger
bus at Lalbazar, 10-km off Sylhet
city, killing three on the spot and

injuring 42 others.

Of the injured, two died at
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical
College Hospital soon after admis-
sion. Their identity could not be
known. The remaining 40 injured
are undergoing treatment at the
hospital.

The three, who died on the spot
are Shahjahan, 50, driver of the
bus, Selim, 25, of Shantinagar,
Dhaka, and Abul Kalam Azad, 35,
of Kanishail village under
Golapganj upazila, Sylhet.

Death anniversary of 5 martyrs today

Today is the 36th death anniver-
sary of four martyred brothers --
Mukarram Hossain Mukul, Mansur
Hossain Manju, Mastaque Hossain
Anju and Mosharraf Hossain Ranju
and their brother-in-law Yusuf Ali,

extreme
release.

They had sacrificed their lives for
the country during the War of

right, says a press

Liberation.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani
and milad mahfil will be held at
Hossain Nagar, Baitus Mozammel
Jame Mosque on Savar EPZ Link
Road. Foods will also be distributed
among the destitute.

Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested attend the
programme.
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Rise in temperature likely

D A

hours until 6:00pm today

6:32am tomorrow.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over the
country having chances of light rain or drizzle at one or two places
over Khulna, Rajshahi, Dhaka and Sylhet divisions in the next 12

Light to moderate fog may also occur over the river basins of the
country during early morning, Met Office said in a forecast.

It said that night temperature may rise slightly over the northern
partand remain nearly unchanged elsewhere over the country.

Highest temperature 29.5 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Chittagong and lowest 11.7 degree Celsius at Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:13pm today and rises at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius
percentage
Max  Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 27.7 16.6 83 72
Chittagong 295 16.3 79 71
Rajshahi 275 143 94 87
Khulna 290 174 91 81
Barisal 28.0 154 92 91
Sylhet 275 152 88 75
Cox's Bazar 28.8 17.0 66 72

Fair polls far cry

FROM PAGE 1

Adviser lajuddin Ahmed and the
major political parties have to
shoulder the responsibility for
creating a situation where the four
were left with no alternative but to
resign.

"It will have a destabilising effect
and creating an atmosphere con-
genial to free and fair holding of the
upcoming election will be difficult,"
former adviser M Hafizuddin Khan
told The Daily Star over telephone.

He said the advisory council
might become "dysfunctional" and
no one would want to accept a role
in the caretaker government as it
has been embroiled in controversy.

Wahiduddin Mahmud, a noted
economist and also a former adviser
to the 1996 caretaker government,
said, "Further course of events now
looks even more uncertain."

"It's (the resignations) a serious
blow to the present caretaker
government and has irreparably
undermined its credibility," said
Wahiduddin, adding that replacing
them (the resigned advisers) with
another set of advisers will hardly
repair the credibility gap.

He said the four advisers could
still contribute by detailing exactly
what went wrong leading to their
resignation.

Another adviser to the 2001
caretaker government, Mainul
Hossain Chowdhury, blamed the
political parties for bringing the

caretaker government into disre-
pute.

"They gave the chief adviser a
list of persons they preferred as
advisers because they wanted their
own people to be there [in the
caretaker government]. It seems
they themselves do not want an
impartial and a non-partisan care-
taker government," he added.

"l think the four-party and the
14-party alliances are still running
the country," noted Mainul.

Regarding the break-up of the
caretaker government, he said,
"The present caretaker govern-
ment has always lacked coordina-
tion and understanding within it."

"The main problem is that it has
failed to establish its authority
because itis stuck in the triad of the
four-party alliance, 14-party com-
bine and the president," he added.

Rokia Afzal Rahman, adviser to
the last caretaker government,
however, directly blamed the chief
adviser for absence of teamwork.
She said, "They (the advisers)
have not been able to work
together as a team and the respon-
sibility lies with the team leader who
in this case is the chief adviser."

On future appointment of advis-
ers, Rokia added, "The nation
wants to see neutral and responsi-
ble people in the caretaker govern-
ment. Therefore, in no case should
the chief adviser repeat the mistake
that he had made in appointment of

the two election commissioners."

ASM Shahjahan, an adviser to
the 2001 interim government, too
observed that the failure to work as
an unit has seriously demoralised
the caretaker government and right
from the outset there has not been
any close cooperation between the
chiefadviser and the advisers.

The strength of the caretaker
government is the trust of the
people. That has been put in jeop-
ardy by the resignations. The
incident has in fact brought into
question the future of the caretaker
government, he added.

He said it is disappointing that
"the chief adviser works in isolation
when he should be working on
advice of the advisory council".

"The advisers should have
access to the Chief Adviser's Office
whenever they want," said
Shahjahan, adding that lajuddin
seems to have mixed up his job as
the president with that of the chief
adviser.

He then criticised the political
parties for what he said was bur-
dening the caretaker government
with the responsibility to resolve the
political problems.

He, however, said there is no
reason to give up hope, as he
believes that the political parties
will work in the interests of the
country.

Indian envoy
meets Hasina

UNB, Dhaka

India Acting High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Sarvajit Chakravarti
yesterday made a courtesy call on
Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina at her Sudha Sadan resi-
dence.

During an hour-long meeting
they discussed the current political
situation of Bangladesh.

4 more secys
transferred

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The caretaker government yester-
day shuffled and transferred four
secretaries to different ministries.

According to an establishment
ministry circular, SM Zafar Ullah of
Housing and Public Works Ministry
was swapped with AK Motaher
Hossain of Hill Tracts Affairs Ministry,
while Luthfar Rahman Talukder of
Land Ministry with AFM Matiur
Rahman of Rural Development and
Cooperatives Division.

Meanwhile, in a separate circu-
lar, the ministry reinstated Col
Salahuddin Ahmed, who was serv-
ing as the director of Ansar and
Village Defence Party (VDP) on
deputation, to his job at the Armed
Forces Division.

In another circular of the ministry,
Bepza secretary Sayed Ahmed was
made officer on special duty (OSD).

Deployment
of army
condemned

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Different political parties con-
demned the decision of army
deployment and the midnight
speech of the president/chief adviser
and demanded reversion of the army
by sending them back in the barrack.

Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) in a statement said that the
speech of the president was an echo
of BNP Jamaat's voice. The former
opposition parties are responsible
for the present political unrest, read
the statement. CPB also urged the
countrymen to resist all conspiracy
against the country and democracy.

Workers party of Bangladesh
termed lajuddin as a 'conspirator at
midnight'. He cannot conduct the
oaths of the advisers, deploy army
and address the nation but at mid-
night, the party statement alleged.

Five Left Parties said that resig-
nation of the advisers has demol-
ished the caretaker government
system. They said that chief of the
caretaker government prompted the
four advisers to resign by taking
whimsical and autocratic decisions.

In a statement Gono Forum said
that the president unveiled himself
as a neo-autocratic administrator.
They said that the people have
refused the speech.

President and General Secretary
of Jatiya Mukti Council Badaruddin
Umar and Faizul Hakim at a state-
ment refused the speech of the
president and said army was
deployed not to aid the civil adminis-
tration butto resist public upsurge.

Eleven party in a statement
termed the speech of the president
'shameless'. Regarding the realisa-
tion of package demands, the presi-
dent did not tell the truth, they
alleged.

The statement said that the
caretaker government doesn't
remain anymore after the resigna-
tion of those four advisers. lajuddin is
trying to destroy the idea of caretaker
government and it is proved by his
recent attitude, the statement
added.

Another hotel
staff succumbs
to his injuries

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Another hotel employee shot by
unknown extortionists succumbed to
his injuries in the early hours of
yesterday.

Subol Chandra Das, 35, who
was shot by a gang of extortionists
at Hotel Sunrise at Malibagh
Chowdhury Para in the city on
Sunday, died at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH).

Hotel sources said the criminals,
who had been demanding Tk 50, 000
from the hotel owner, might have
carried out the incident for money.

Rafiqul Alam, the other hotel
employee, who was also critically
injured in the incident, is now under
treatmentat DMCH.

Akhter new DG
of Nat'l Museum

Qazi Akhter
Hossain joined
Bangladesh
National
Museum as the
Director
General on
Sunday, says a
pressrelease.

An employee of 1982 batch,
Akhter served as the joint secretary
of local government department
earlier.

He also worked for Bangladesh
Television as news producer.

4 advisers resign in frustration

FROM PAGE 1
The advisers, who had repeatedly
expressed their frustrations over the
president's unilateral actions and
even remained absent from office for
a day, took the decision following
lajuddin's unwillingness to recast the
Election Commission (EC) as per the
CG's package proposal, and his
unilateral decision on army deploy-
ment.

"l have resigned as | could not
work for creating an atmosphere fora
free and fair election," AkbarAli said.

"We could not work properly for
creating an atmosphere for holding
the next parliamentary election in a
free and fair manner. We had given
many suggestions that were
ignored," Sultana Kamal said.

Echoing the same view, Shafi
Sami told reporters," | had said on
several occasions that if | could not
play proper role for a free and fair
election, | would resign, and that is
why | have done so."

Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury
said, "Mainly, the decision on deploy-
ment of armed forces at this moment
is not acceptable. It was not possible
for me to help improve the situation
as it has further been clouded by the
deployment of armed forces."

The four advisers had communi-
cated with the Bangabhaban on
Sunday and set appointment to meet
the president at 11:00 am yesterday,
but lajuddin suddenly cancelled the
appointment. All the four did not
attend their offices yesterday and
sent the resignation letters through
messengers.

They were later invited to have tea
at the Bangabhaban in the afternoon
butnone ofthemrespondedtoit.

Akbar Ali said he wanted to meet
the president to submit his resigna-
tion. Although he got an appointment,
it was cancelled later. "When the
chief adviser has no time for four
advisers, how can we stay?"

In the first such incident in the
history of caretaker governments, the
four advisers stepped down 42 days
after the advisers were sworn in on
October 31 night amid a volatile
political situation.

lajuddin, elected as president by
the BNP-Jamaat-e-Islami-led alli-
ance in the last parliament, assumed
the office of the CA on October 29
before exploring four constitutional
alternatives on appointment of CA.
He will now decide whether new
advisers will be appointed.

He held an emergency meeting
with the remaining six advisers at the
Bangabhaban yesterday afternoon.
He did not convene any meeting of
the council of advisers since its
Saturday night meeting where he
disclosed his decision on army
deployment.

At yesterday's meeting, lajuddin
decided to send some of the advisers
to the four advisers to persuade them
towithdraw their resignation letters.

But the disgruntled advisers
remained rigid on their stance.

When contacted last night, Hasan
Mashhud Chowdhury said, "It will not
be possible for me to change my
decision even if | am requested to do
so."

He however said none communi-
cated with him till 8:30pm. "I must
welcome if anybody wants to visit my
residence. But | will not change my
decision," he added.

Talking to this correspondent,
Sultana Kamal said nobody con-
tacted her till 8.40pm. "I will not
change my decision unless the
prevailing situation changes," she
said replying to aquestion.

Shafi Sami last night told The
Daily Star that some advisers visited
his residence and enquired about the
reasons for his resignation.

Meanwhile, the president had
earlier unilaterally decided twice to
deploy army, appointed two election
commissioners, allegedly forced the
Election Commission (EC) to
announce the election schedule
hurriedly and addressed the nation,
keeping all the advisers in the dark
about those. Such actions triggered a
wave of controversy and deepened
the political stalemate.

Amid such a situation, the council
of advisers in a last ditch effort to
resolve the political crisis prepared a
package of proposals last week after

a series of hectic meetings between
the advisers and the two major
political alliances.

The proposals include reconstitu-
tion of the EC by sending election
commissioners SM Zakaria and
Modabbir Hossain Chowdhury on
leave and appointing new election
commissioners, transfer of secretar-
ies, rescheduling of the announced
election schedule and correction of
errors of the updated voter list.

The package proposal had rekin-
dled hopes for an amicable resolution
ofthe dispute as the BNP also agreed
with it and the Awami League led 14-
party started moving towards elec-
tion, shunning street agitation.

But things suddenly began to
change for the worse. The BNP-led
four-party alliance appeared
opposed to sending Zakaria on leave
and the president on Wednesday last
emerged adamantly opposed to
steps to make Zakaria take time off
work.

The advisers however kept contin-
uing their effort to reach an amicable
solution to the issue of recasting the
EC through further negotiation with the
political parties.

But the discussions among the
advisers to implement the package
proposals fully virtually fizzled out on
Saturday night when the president
decided on his own to deploy the
armed forces, ignoring strong objec-
tions from all the 10 advisors.

On the prevailing situation,
observers said the political scene
appears to have worsened and
uncertainty is looming large over
holding the next parliamentary
election in a free and fair manner with
the participation of all major political
parties.

Referring to the election schedule
announced on November 27, they
said the country has yet to witness
the election fever due to the political
deadlock. The political situation is not
congenial for holding a free and fair
election. The president/CA in his
address to the nation on Sunday
night could not assure the nation of
free and fair polls, rather his address
triggered controversy, they added.

Telenor urged to cede control of GP

FROM PAGE 16
Bangladeshi joint venture in
GrameenPhone.

The leading mobile phone com-
pany in Bangladesh with more than 10
million subscribers, GrameenPhone is
62 percent owned by Norway's state-
controlled Telenor and 38 percent by
Grameen Bank, founded by Yunus in
1983 to provide micro-credit to his
nation's poorest citizens.

Yunus claims that Telenor has
violated their 1996 agreement
under which the Norwegian group
was to cede control of
GrameenPhone within six years,
but now refuses to do so.

Telenor argues that the agree-
ment was merely a declaration of
intentand was not binding.

"If we could reach a solution that
the two sides could agree on, that
would be a big breakthrough for
Yunus' philosophy," Norway's
speaker of parliament Thorbjoern
Jagland told daily Dagbladet yester-
day.

"After all it is the poor women of
Bangladesh who made Grameen
Bank and this telecoms company
whatthey are," he said.

During his Nobel lecture on
Sunday, when he received the
Peace Prize at a ceremony in Oslo,
Yunus said the aim was to make
GrameenPhone "a social business
by giving majority ownership to the

poor women of Grameen Bank."

"Someday GrameenPhone will
become another example of a big
enterprise owned by the poor," he
said to loud applause from the
audience, which included Telenor
chief executive Jon Fredrik
Baksaas.

GrameenPhone is a highly
profitable unit for Telenor. The
company (Telenor) claims it has
acted in a socially responsible way
by investing heavily in the develop-
ing country.

SWEDISH KING CROWNS
NOBEL WINNERS

AFP reports from Stockholm:
Sweden's King Carl XVI Gustav
handed gold medals and diplomas to
this year's Nobel laureates for litera-
ture, economics and the sciences on
Sunday, with US winners scooping all
but one of the honours.

Turkish novelist Orhan Pamuk
was the only non-American on the
all-male list of winners at the cere-
mony in Stockholm, taking the
literature prize.

The prize for chemistry went to
Roger Kornberg of the US. He
attended his first Nobel ceremony in
1959, aged 12, when his father
Arthur received the Nobel prize for
medicine. Arthur Kornberg duly
accompanied his son at Sunday's
prize-giving.

John Mather and George Smoot
shared the prize for physics for their
work on the origins of the universe,
while the medicine award was also
shared, this time by the geneticists
Andrew Fire and George Mello.

The other US laureate was
Edmund Phelps, who received the
Nobel Prize for Economics for his
research on inflation and growth.

As well as the medals and diplo-
mas handed over by the king, each
prize bears a cheque worth 1.1
million euros (1.45 million dollars),
which is split in the case of joint
winners.

Earlier on Sunday, the pioneer-
ing Bangladeshi micro-credit
banker Prof Muhammad Yunus
received the Peace Prize at a cere-
mony in Oslo, where the Norwegian
Nobel Committee which allocates
that prize is based.

The award ceremonies are held
on the anniversary of the death of
Alfred Nobel, the scientist and
industrialist who set up the prizes in
his will.

The Stockholm ceremony was
due to be followed by a gala dinner
and ball in the town hall, attended by
members of the royal family and the
Swedish government.

No scope for work

FROM PAGE 1
president and chief adviser's unilat-
eral decision that they termed
'responsible’ for failure to implement
the 'package proposal' formulated
to end the political impasse.

Akbar Ali Khan, Sultana Kamal,
Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury and CM
Shafi Sami gave their reactions to the
press separately after sending
resignation letters to the president.

"There was no scope to contrib-
ute in the caretaker government to
create a congenial atmosphere for
holding a free and fair election under
the present circumstances and for
this we have resigned," Akbar Ali
Khan told The Daily Star over phone
yesterday evening.

Besides the disagreement with
the president over army deployment
and obstacles in implementing the
package proposal, there are other
issues, he said, adding, "Since
taking oath we have tried to resolve
those."

Akbar Ali Khan said he was
invited for tea at Bangabhaban at
3:00pm yesterday. "l did not attend
the tea party and | don't know
whether the other advisers went
there," he said.

Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury
said the ongoing crisis has been
complicated after the army deploy-
ment that was done through the
president's decision amid 'strong
opposition of all members of the
advisory council'.

"It seems to me that | could not
assist in holding a free and fair
election and for this | have
resigned,” he told The Daily Star
over phone. Asked about the care-
taker government's package pro-
posal, he said the proposals were
taken unanimously by the council of
advisers and there is no scope of
incorrect explanation about the
package proposals.

"After | took oath as an adviser, |
decided that when | feel | can't
perform my duty properly, | would
resign -- and | did so," Sultana

Kamal said at a press briefing at the

office of Ain-O-Salish Kendra where
she is the executive director.

"| felt that | could not contribute to
holding a free and fair election. We
have not been able to create an
election-friendly atmosphere in
which people can exercise their
right of franchise freely," she said.

"Although we prepared the
package proposal, we could not
implementit."

Pointing to the army deployment
and president's address to the
nation on Sunday night, she said,
"The president clearly indicated that
we the civil administration have
failed to perform that forced him to
call army. In such a situation, | don't
think it is wise to continue holding
my post."

The army should not have been
called out without an utmost neces-
sity, she said.

Asked about the president's
address to the nation where he said
the issue of army deployment was
discussed with the advisers,
Sultana Kamal said, "Yes, it is true
that the issue was discussed. But, |
can say it firmly that all the 10 mem-
bers of the advisory council unani-
mously told the president that its not
necessary to deploy army at the
moment."

Asked what if the president does
not accept their resignation, she
said, "In that case, if the president
wants to talk to us, we will clarify our
position."

Opposing the idea that the
ongoing crisis will deepen after the
four advisers' resignation, she said,
"Someone will come to fill in my
position."

Asked whether she will change
her mind and return to the position of
adviser, Sulatan Kamal said, "It
needs an objective assessment. It
depends on whether there is any
necessity of me in that position and |
will have to be convinced that | will
be able to perform my duties prop-
erly."

About BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan's call to the

advisers to return to their positions,
she said, "Yes, we can return to our
positions, but that does not ensure
that we will be able to perform our
responsibilities properly. | can't
return only to hold the post."

"Those who govern the country
should have some special qualities
like profound knowledge, prudence,
tolerance and liberal mentality," she
said, adding that the decisions are
to be taken on the basis of demo-
craticnorms and rules.

"Right decision should be taken
at right time and without any hesita-
tion."

Asked whether the president
was an obstacle to implementing
the caretaker government's pack-
age proposal, she said, "It is our
collective failure."

Expressing her discontent over
dilly-dallying in taking necessary
steps on various issues, she said,
"Just after taking the charge we
raised the issue of voter list as there
was controversy over it. But when
we took the decision to correct the
voter list, 30 days had already
passed."

"I have resigned since | could not
make any contribution to creating a
proper atmosphere for free and fair
elections," adviser CM Shafi Sami
told UNB.

Since the caretaker government
was installed on October 29, the
steps that were needed to create a
congenial atmosphere for credible
elections were not taken while the
advisers' recommendations were
notimplemented.

Replying to a query, Sami said
they had taken various initiatives to
create a level playing field for hold-
ing a credible election, but those
initiatives were frustrated.

He, however, denied any link
between the deployment of army
and his resignation.

Forced
retirement

of former |G
prison stayed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday stayed
the forced retirement of former
inspector general (prisons) Liakat
AliKhan and issued a ruling on the
government why the order would
not be declaredillegal.

The immediate past BNP-led
four-party coalition government
had sent Liakat into retirement on
October 23 immediately before
handing over power to the care-
taker government.

Soon after coming to power in
October 2001, the coalition gov-
ernment made Liakat, who had
been IG Prisons since February
2001, OSD (Officer on Special
Duty) on November 19.

A joint secretary rank official,
Liakat was attached to the estab-
lishment ministry later and
remained OSD over the whole
tenure of the government before
he was sentinto forced retirement.

Aggrieved Liakat filed a writ
petition on Sunday challenging
the legality of his retirement order.

After hearing the matter, the
HC bench stayed the order for
three months.

The court also asked the gov-
ernment to show cause in six
weeks why the retirement order
would notbe declared illegal.

Barrister Amir-Ul Islam and
Barrister Moniruzzaman Asad
moved for the petitioner.

Pro-BNP bodies
hail army
deployment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Different pro-BNP professional
bodies hailed the speech of
President/Chief Adviser lajuddin
Ahmed, saying that the speech is a
'guideline for the nation'.

They also welcomed the deci-
sion to deploy the armed forces to
maintain law and order ahead of the
election.

Greeting president for his
address to the nation, a total of 1101
doctors in a joint statement said
some political parties in the name of
blockade and movement are creat-
ing anarchy in the country through
vandalism in different places includ-
ing the Supreme Court (SC).

The decision of deploying the
armed forces is timely, said leaders
of Bangladesh Sammilita Peshajibi
Parishad in a joint statement and
added that the decision was made in
a time when democracy was ques-
tioned and the people frightened.

Association of Engineers,
Bangladesh (AEB) said the way the
14-party alliance killed people,
crippled the economy and vanda-
lised the SC in the name of move-
ment, prove that they are trying to
make the country a subordinate
state.

They also urged all the political
parties to give up all the 'undemo-
cratic' programmes and to partici-
pate in the next election to keep the
democratic process on track.

Doctors Association of
Bangladesh (Dab), Bangladesh
Medical Association and Shikkhak
Karmachari Oikya Parishad also
thanked the president for his speech
and decision to deploy army.

Death anniversary

Today is the
35th death
anniversary of
Nizam Uddin
Ahmed, an
eminent jour-
nalist and
martyred
intellectual,
says apressrelease.

On this day in 1971, Rajakar and
Al Badar men forced him out of his
house while he was having his
launch. He went missing since then.

'Shaheed' Nizam was a popular
journalist and worked for BBC, APA
and UPI as Dhaka Correspondent.

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of
Solaiman
Khan, a free-
dom fighter and
additional
secretary of
establishment
ministry, will be
held at his
79/C, Asad Avenue,
Mohammadpur residence in the
city after Asr prayers today, says a
pressrelease.

He passed away due to cancer
at City Hospital in the capital on
December 7 at the age of 56.

Solaiman left behind his wife,
one son, one daughter and a host
of admirers to mourn his death.

His family members have
requested his friends and admirers
to attend the programme to pray for
salvation of the departed soul.
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