
Barca, Juve on 
Klose trail
INTERNET, undated

Barcelona and Juventus are report-
edly pondering a summer move for 
Germany striker Miroslav Klose.

The Werder Bremen hitman will 
be the biggest danger to Barca's 
hopes of retaining the Champions 
League next Tuesday when the two 
teams meet in a crucial group game.

But according to German daily 
Bild Klose - winner of the Golden 
Boot at the World Cup finals - could 
be playing for Frank Rijkaard's team 
next term.

Klose is a player who always has 
appeared in the lists of Barca tar-
gets, although the last serious 
contact took place three years ago 
when he was at Kaiserslautern.

Juventus - despite currently 
playing in Italian Serie B, have also 
been credited with an interest into 
Klose as a replacement for David 
Trezeguet who has turned down an 
offer of a new contract.

I would like to decide my future 
as soon as possible so I can focus 
only on football," Klose told Bild.

"We have to see if Werder will 
meet my requests," added the 
international, who has made no 
secret of his desire to appear in a 
foreign League.

However, Bremen are desperate 
to keep their star man.

"Klose has not yet told us what 
his plans are. Our will is that of 
keeping him here, but obviously he 
has various requests - everything is 
possible," declared Werder's direc-
tor general Klaus Allofs.

TOP SIX
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TOP SIX
Team P W D L GF GA Pts
Man United 8 6 1 1 17 5 19
Chelsea 8 6 1 1 13 4 19
Bolton 8 5 2 1 9 4 17
Portsmouth 8 5 1 2 12 3 16
Arsenal 7 4 2 1 11 4 14
Aston Villa 8 3 5 0 10 5 14
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Sporting Lisbon's Uruguayan star Carlos Bueno (R) is nose to nose in argument with Benfica's Brazilian Leo (L) 
during their feisty Portuguese League clash at Lisbon on Friday.
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Mainz midfielder Mimoun Azaouagh (C) is challenged for the ball by Stuttgart defender Matthieu Delpierre (R) during their Bundesliga clash at the Bruchweg 
stadium in Mainz on Friday.
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Brazil legend Pele (C) poses with (From L-R) former Austria football star Andreas Herzog, Austria's Football 
Federation President Friedrich Stickler, Head coach of the Austrian team Josef Hickersberger and German legend 
Uwe Seeler during his visit at the Vienna Sport festival in Austria on Friday.

AFP, London 

Arsene Wenger has hit back at 
critics of his youth-orientated 
policies with a robust defence of his 
record after a decade in charge of 
Arsenal.

"I'm responsible, I do the job 
and I do it like I want to do it," 
Wenger tetchily insisted in 
response to a broadside from 
former Gunners boss George 
Graham. 

Graham claimed this week that 
the current Arsenal squad, beaten 
by Bolton and Fulham on their last 
two league outings, lacked leader-
ship. 

But Wenger hit back by insisting 
that the critics were reacting to a 
temporary dip in form, while ignor-

ing the more positive bigger pic-
ture. 

"When you don't win games, 
everybody has an opinion," 
Wenger said Friday. "But if I look at 
the number of titles Arsenal has 
won in the last years, nobody has 
done better than I've done. 

"A lot of people are talking. In 
2004 we have not lost a game, in 
2005, we have won the FA Cup, in 
2006, we have been in the 
Champions League final and now 
we lose two games and suddenly 
the club is collapsing, it is unbeliev-
able." 

Graham had h ighl ighted 
Arsenal's loss of Ashley Cole, Sol 
Campbell, Lauren, Patrick Vieira, 
Edu, Robert Pires and Dennis 
Bergkamp over the last two sea-
sons and insisted: "Don't try to tell 
me they're going to replace them 
with kids and get the same results."

AFP, Mainz

V f B  S t u t t g a r t  
w a s t e d  t h e  
chance to move 
to the top of the 
Bundesliga table 
after a disappoint-
ing 0-0 draw with 
relegation candi-

dates Mainz 05 here on Friday.
A win would have seen Stuttgart 

temporarily replace Schalke 04 at 
the summit but the draw means 
they are still a point behind the 
leaders, although they do nudge 
Werder Bremen out of second.

"We had a chance to go top but 
we did not take it," said German 
international Thomas Hitzlsperger. 
"I suppose it is good that people 
expect us to get more than a point 
as it shows how far we have pro-
gressed.

"We just hope to get back to 
winning ways next weekend."

For Mainz, who prop up the 

German table, it was a vital point in 
their bid to beat the drop.

Mainz beat English giants 
Liverpool 5-0 in a pre-season 
friendly and that is threatening to 
be the highlight of their season.

Former Stuttgart striker Imre 
Szabics should have scored 
against his old club after just five 
minutes but the Hungarian interna-
tional missed an open goal side-
footing over when it appeared 
easier to score.

"A 0-0 against Stuttgart is not so 
bad but we could have had so 
much more," said Mainz goal-
keeper Christian Wetklo.

"We missed the chance to take 
the lead early on and that would 
have made it much easier as we 
could sit back and play on the 
counter attack more."

Stuttgart are averaging almost 
two goals a game this season but 
they looked out of sorts as an 
attacking force.

Indeed the other good chance 

of a drab first half fell to Szabics 
who headed over when well-
placed.

In the second half Stuttgart 
upped the ante with German 
Under-21 international Mario 
Gomez, eight goals to his name 
already this season, twice going 
close.

However it was Mainz who 
looked the more likely to take the 
spoils, but some wayward finishing 
leaves them still searching for their 
first win since the opening day of 
the season.

The German season is reaching 
its halfway point and after this 
weekend there are only two more 
games left before the six-week 
winter break.

Traditionally the team top at 
Christmas, labelled the 'winter 
champions', goes on to lift the title 
in May -- as Bayern have done the 
past two seasons -- so the four 
teams in contention will be desper-
ate for that psychological edge.

Benfica pip 
Sporting 
REUTERS, Lisbon

Benfica kept up the pressure at the 
top of the Portuguese League by 
beating old rivals Sporting 2-0 on 
Friday in a morale-boosting victory 
ahead of next week's decisive 
Champions League match at 
Manchester United. 

The result takes Benfica into 
third place with 22 points, four 
behind Sporting, on 26, but with a 
match in hand. 

Porto stay on top with 28 points 
from 11 matches. 

Benfica went ahead in the so-
called 'Portuguese Derby in the 
second minute when defender 
Ricardo Rocha headed home a 
corner from captain Simao 
Sabrosa. 

Benfica, who had not won at 
Sporting for two seasons, grabbed 
the second goal when Simao 
Sabrosa fired in an angled shot 
from the right after receiving a neat 
pass by Italian winger Fabrizio 
Miccoli after 36 minutes. 

Miccoli almost made it 3-0 when 
he hit the bar with a shot from 
outside the area. 

Both teams finished with 10 men 
as Sporting's Brazilian defender 
Polga was shown a second yellow 
card in the 80th minute and Benfica 
captain Nuno Gomes was sent off 
for fouling Joao Moutinho two 
minutes later. Benfica goalkeeper 
Quim denied Sporting a consola-
tion goal with a superb save to keep 
out Yannick's close range effort two 
minutes from the time. 

Stuttgart held at Mainz

INTERNET, undated

The shock arrival of Henrik Larsson 
will mark the end of Manchester 
United's extensive striker search 
until next summer.

With his attacking options 
currently depleted, Sir Alex 
Ferguson has pulled off a major 
coup in securing Larsson on a 
t h r e e - m o n t h  l o a n  f r o m  
Helsingborg.

The 35-year-old Celtic legend 
will fly into England at the beginning 
of January and remain with the Old 
Trafford outfit until March 12 before 
returning to his native Sweden for 
the start of their domestic cam-
paign.

Larsson will provide valuable 
back-up to first-choice strikers 
Louis Saha and Wayne Rooney at 
a time when United hope to be 
mounting a serious challenge for 
honours both at home and abroad.

And, while Ferguson continues 
to be linked with big-money moves 
for Fernando Torres and Darren 
Bent, the Scot is convinced now 
Larsson's arrival is certain, he will 
not need to look for any more 
forwards when the transfer window 
opens next month.

'No, we won't be going for any 
other strikers,' confirmed the 
United boss.

'We have exhausted all avenues 
and this, without doubt, is the best 
option.'

The imminent return of Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer from a hamstring 
strain should see United through to 
the new year, when Giuseppe 
Rossi seems certain to be recalled 
from his loan spell at Newcastle, 
offering Ferguson even more 
alternatives for the start of the Red 
Devils' FA Cup campaign.

However, the arrival of Larsson 
has certainly captured the imagina-
tion of the United faithful.

Recently voted the best 
Swedish player of the past 50 
years, Larsson scored an incredi-
ble 242 goals in 315 appearances 
during seven highly-successful 
years at Parkhead before leaving 
for Barcelona, where he won the 
Champions League in May.

Ferguson credits Larsson's 
arrival off the bench when his team 
were losing to Arsenal as the major 
factor behind the Catalans' even-
tual triumph and admitted he tried 
to sign the player while he was still 
in Scotland.

'We made a move for him while 
he was still at Celtic but they man-
aged to persuade him to stay,' 
revealed Ferguson.

'I always knew he wanted to try 
Barcelona but we didn't go for him 
when he was leaving there in the 
summer because we were under 
the impression he wanted to go 
back to Sweden, which he did.'

However, with it becoming 
increasingly obvious United could 
not hope to maintain a successful 
title quest with the strikers currently 
available, Ferguson told chief scout 

Jim Lawlor to pursue a hunch over 
Larsson with Helsingborg coach, 
and fellow Scot, Stuart Baxter.

Although Larsson has extensive 
business interests in his homeland, 
he was willing to take up the chal-
lenge of  appear ing in the 
Premiership for the first time in his 
career.

His first United appearance is 
likely to be in an FA Cup third-round 
tie, with a possible Premiership 
debut against Aston Villa, whose 
manager Martin O'Neill used to be 
his boss at Celtic, a week later.

Unless his loan period is 
extended, something Ferguson 
doubts will happen, Larsson will be 
available for a maximum of 13 
games,  inc lud ing the f i rs t  
Champions League knock-out 
round and testing trips to Arsenal 
and Liverpool.

'The length of the contract is 
perfect,' said Larsson.

I probably won't play every 
match from the start, but for me it 
feels like a very fun thing to contrib-
ute at such a late stage in my 
career.

'I have no idea how Sir Alex 
wants to use me. I will be back-up at 
the beginning, then we will see 
what I can contribute and where 
things are going.'

Larsson will link up with his new 
teammates ahead of the trip to 
West Ham on December 17, then 
train at Carrington for a week 
before heading back to Sweden for 
Christmas, then returning to 
England a week later.

United excited 
about Larsson

INTERNET, undated

AC Milan striker Ricardo Oliveira is 
determined to make amends for his 
disappointing start to the season 
when his team travel to Cagliari on 
Sunday.

The Brazilian forward finally 
ended his goalscoring drought in 
his team's midweek Coppa Italia 2-
1 triumph against Brescia, a result 
that allowed the Rossoneri to 
p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  
quarterfinals of the competition.

"For a striker it is important to 
score goals," said Oliveira, who 
joined the Rossoneri in the summer 
from Sevilla.

"I hadn't scored in 844 minutes 
and it's too long for a striker.

"This had never happened to 
me before."

Lack of goalscoring has been 
Milan's main weakness this term.

The departure of Andriy 
Shevchenko to Chelsea in the 

summer has left a big void at the 
Rossoneri camp.

Carlo Ancelotti's men have 
managed to score 12 goals in 13 
Serie A games while their attacking 
trio Oliveira, Alberto Gilardino and 
Filippo Inzaghi have only contrib-
uted one goal apiece.

Rumours of Shevchenko's 
possible return to the San Siro in 
January have been brushed aside 
by the Italian club but it has added 
more pressure on Oliveira.

"I know I have to continue to 
work hard and better times will 
come my way," he said. "I really 
think we have been unlucky.

"We have hit the post numerous 
times and we've had lots of players 
out injured."

Things appear to be looking up 
for AC Milan.

Last weekend's 1-0 triumph 
against Messina, courtesy of 
captain Paolo Maldini's header, 
brought to an end a four-game 
winless run in Serie A for the 
Rossoneri.

The result has lifted the pres-

sure off the Rossoneri but with nine 
points separating them from fourth-
placed Livorno, they cannot afford 
any more slips.

"We have to win at Cagliari," 
said Oliveira. "Against us, we 
always find rivals who are 
extremely motivated and hence, 
we must try to be stronger than 
them in order to get maximum 
points."

Oliveira and co's job to find the 
net may come easier this weekend 
with Cagliari having to do without 
their number one goalkeeper 
Antonio Chimenti.

Chimenti will be out for a month 
after sustaining a shoulder injury in 
last weekend's 1-0 defeat at 
Empoli.

However, Cagliari's second-
choice stopper Marco Fortin has 
warned the Rossoneri not to under-
estimate him.

"I have experience and maturity 
to replace Chimenti," he said. 
"Against Milan we want to give a 
good performance and perhaps 
clinch a positive result."

Oliveira vows to shine

Wenger slams critics PSG match 
postponed
AFP, Paris

The PSG versus Toulouse French 
league match at the Parc des 
Princes here on Sunday has been 
postponed for security reasons, 
police said on Friday.

The fixture is the first at PSG's 
home venue since the fatal shoot-
ing of a youth by off-duty police-
man Antoine Granomort during 
the night of November 23 to 24.

Granomort, who is black, was 
protecting a Jewish fan from a 
mob of Parisian supporters after 
PSG's humiliating 4-2 home 
defeat to Israeli side Hapoel Tel 
Aviv in the UEFA Cup when he 
shot and killed one fan while seri-
ously injuring another.

A future date for the fixture has 
yet to be scheduled.

Feyenoord 
face sanctions
 AFP, Paris

European football's governing 
body UEFA confirmed that they 
have opened an enquiry into the 
violence which marred Thursday 
night's UEFA Cup tie between 
French side Nancy and Dutch outfit 
Feyenoord.

The match at Nancy's Marcel 
Picot stadium was interrupted in 
the 79th minute when tear gas 
drifted onto the pitch after police 
tried to control rampaging Dutch 
fans in the stands.

Play eventually resumed and 
Nancy secured a 3-0 win in their 
Group E tie over the two-time UEFA 
Cup winners to advance to the 
round of 32.

"We're waiting for the report 
Monday from the UEFA delegate 
present at the match and we will 
open an enquiry," UEFA spokes-
man William Gaillard told AFP.

"We should know the decision (of 
the disciplinary commission) in ten 
days before the next round of UEFA 
Cup matches (on December 13)."

Gaillard added: "The serious-
ness of the punishment will depend 
on the date of the last sanction 
taken against the club.

"We thought that this type of 
incident was a thing of the past. 
Some clubs no longer have control 
(over their supporters). It's true that 
Feyenoord have 'a past' in the 
Netherlands and Europe."

By the time of the interruption, 
Nancy had taken a three-goal lead 
through Sebastien Puygrenier, an 
Andre Bahia own goal and Monsef 
Zerka's penalty. Feyenoord were 
reduced to ten men by Royston 
Drenthe's dismissal on the hour.

Feyenoord were hit with a 
closed door ban by UEFA for 
clashes in Basel, Switzerland last 
year and an inquiry is currently 
underway after a Blackburn player 
was sprayed with beer in a recent 
UEFA Cup tie.

Juve go top
REUTERS, Milan

Juventus went top of Serie B 
despite being held to a 1-1 draw at 
Genoa on Friday. 

Juve, demoted in the close sea-
son after a sports tribunal investi-
gated allegations of match-fixing, are 
level with Napoli on 25 points but have 
a game in hand. 

Napoli play Frosinone on 
Saturday. 

Czech Pavel Nedved put Juve 
ahead in the 71st minute with a free-
kick that was deflected off Genoa's 
Croatian midfielder Ivan Juric. 

Juric equalised two minutes later 
when he latched on to a through pass 
from Giuseppe Greco to slip the ball 
past Italy keeper Gianluigi Buffon. 

Nedved was sent off in injury time 
for a second yellow card after a foul on 
Francesco Bega. 

Real bid for 
'Gooch'
INTERNET, undated

Real Madrid have made a bid for 
Standard Liege defender Oguchi 
Onyewu before the transfer dead-
line in August.

The USA international almost 
joined Middlesbrough during the 
close season but he did not enjoy 
the best of World Cups and has 
been rebuilding his reputation in the 
Jupiler League.

The strapping 24-year-old, 
nicknamed 'Gooch', has clearly 
impressed Real scouts and a move 
could be in the pipeline for the 
former Metz centre back.

"A transfer is now open to discus-
sion," admitted Standard coach 
Michel Preud'homme to Het Laaste 
Nieuws.

"It was a fabulous offer (from 
Real) but we did not let Onyewu 
leave then because we had no time 
to bring in a replacement."

Ironically, if Real did sign 
Onyewu, it could pave the way for 
Middlesbrough to make Jonathan 
Woodgate's loan move to The 
Riverside permanent.

Henry denies 
bust-up
INTERNET, undated

Thierry Henry admits he left the 
Arsenal training ground upset on 
Friday, but has denied having a bust-
up with boss Arsene Wenger.

Saturday morning's papers were 
full of reports of an argument 
between the pair over Henry's 
omission from the side to play Spurs 
in the North London derby.

But the French striker rubbished 
claims that he wanted to play against 
Wenger's will.

He claims he's been playing 
injured with a sciatic nerve problem 
for most of the season, and now will 
have a rest to get himself fully it.

He told Sky Sports: "I'm never 
happy when I miss a derby game 
against Spurs. I just want to make 
the point that I'm starting to get tired 
of all this. I saw the stories this morn-
ing, based on unproven facts.

"It's true to say I left the training 
ground upset because I'm going to 
be out for a little while to get myself fit.

"I've been trying to go out to play 
and help the team, but sometimes 
that's not always the best thing. I'm 
going to take a bit of a break."

Once again denying Saturday's 
paper reports, he added: "Unless 
you're David Blaine or psychic, you 
can't know what happened."
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