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other partsof the capital, especially
at a mass rally of the Awami
League-led 14-party alliance, its
alliesand a few other political parties
duti:g their sit-in programme
around Bangabhaban.

Law enforcers beefed up security
in and around the Supreme Court as

eved lawyers geared up for
streetprotest.

The stay came at a time when
most political parties except those of
the BNP-led four-party alliance were
increasing agitation demanding the
president’s resignation as chief
adviser. They blamed President
lajuddin for repeatedly violating
oal "imp!emen:ing the four-
gnrg iance's agenda”,

- Eleven leaders of the 14-party
alliance, Jatiya Party, Liberal
Democratic Party, Zaker Party and
Islamic Front filed three petitions
with the HC on Sunday, challenging
the legality of the president's taking
over as the chief adviser, his "unilat-
eral” decisions, and the Flection
Commission's move to declare
electionschedule.

earings of the writ petitions
were held for two days by an HC
division bench comprising justices
M Awlad Ali and Mainul Islam
Chowdhury.

As the bench began its proceed-
ings at 10:55am yesterday, Attorney
General Mohammad Ali upgea]ed ]
hearthe petitionsata rbench.

Petitioners' counsel Dr Kamal
Hossain told journalists that the AG
had rtold the courr that the "small
bench” does not have the jurisdic-
tion to jucge any action of the presi-
dent, nomatterwhat he does,

Dr Kamal opposed the appeal,
saying the question of hearing the
matter at a larger bench does not
arise before issuance of any ruling
and formally admitting the matter
before the court. The matter is still in
aprematurestage, he argued, adding
that there is no instance of forming a
largerbenchatsuchstage.

oing Dr Kamal's contentions,
another counsel for the petitioners,
Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud, told
“the court that it might be a "plm" o
frustrate the writ petitions, "Earlier,
the attorney general had made
atternpts time and again to defer the
hearing," hesaid, -

Mohammad Ali, however, said
thereare previousinstances [oflarger
benches.

DrKamal challenged the attorney
E:eneml, who sought time until
00pm to presentexamples.

"The court asked the attorney
general to produce the examples
when it resumes at 2:00pm, saying it
would dispose off his upplication
anddeliverits ruling then,” Dr Kamal
told reporters.

Whel;‘:)hhe court rﬁz‘auﬁ at
:N:En} ammmueh diliorsherd rin

Jwith-three npplimtiﬁns for staying
the proceedings of the writ petinons
and submitted them before the
presiding judge. He did notserve any
copy of the applications to the peti-
tioners" eounsels, the petitioners'
lawyers told reporters later at a press
hriefing.

The court offered the petitioners’
lawyers a look ar the um:me{v gﬁn-

sapplications, but they said they
could not look at them since the
applications had not been served on
them,

After examining the applications,
the chief justice announced the stay
arder on further proceedings of the

writ petitions and withdrew from the
Court

VIOLENCE

The aggrieved lawyers of the peti-
tioners locked in arguments with the
pro-BNPlawyersinthe courtroom.

Assoonasthecourt withdrew, the
petitioners’ lawyers raised a hue and
cry inside the courtroom, saying the
chief justice cannot stay the process
as the matter has not been formally
admitted before the court and no
rulinghas been issued.

As the [awyers attempred (o seek
interpretation from Muohammuad Ali
and former law minister Moudud
Ahmed, the two rushed out of the
courtroom fearing trouble.

The petitioners' lawyers
attempied to stop them, but pro-
BNP lawyers escorted them hur-
riedly to their cars and they left the
COUrt premises.

At 2:30pm, the angry lawyers
rushed to the chamber and office of
Chief Justice Mudassir Husain to ask
him how such an order, "which had
noprecedence”, couldbe passed.

Finding that the chief justice had
already left the court premises, they
vandalised hischamber and office.

They also rushed to the office of
the attorney general but police
prevented them. They broke the
windowpanes of the offices of the
attorney general and the SCregistrar,

The aggrieved lawyers chanted
slogans against the chief justice and
attorney general,

At the judges' lounge of the
Appellate Division they asked the
other judges present there to go out
andvandalisecit.

Finding a flag in the car of
Shahjahan Omar parked on the SC

remises, a few protesters vanda-
ised and setfiretoitat E;ﬂlé‘ép .

Police arrived on the SC premises
20 minutes later and chased the
marauding crowel and toak contral
of the situation. Fire fighters also
reached there at 3:12pm and doused
the fire.

The agitators also beat up the
cameramenof privatesatellite televi-
sion channels ntv and Baishakhi and
snatched the videocassette from
Channel | cameraman,

Meantime, briefing reporters at
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre on the sidelines
of lawyers’ meeting with BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, former law
minister Moudud Ahmed said the C]
has stayed the hearing on writ peti-
tionsinavery "justified way."

He said as the subject is very
important and requires constitu-
tional interpretation, it should be
heardinalargerbenchofthecourt.

Shahjahan Omar termed the
whole incident unfortunate, saying,
“Thereis no example of such vandal-
ism not only in the history of
Hangladesh.dligh Gouwrp hut also:in
the subcontinent...My leader
[Khaleda Zia] will buy me four cars.”

The petitioner's lawy=rs held a
press conference at the SCHA library
immediately after the court with-
drawal.

"I'he chief justice does not have
the right to stay the proceedings at
this stage,” said SCBA President
Barrister Amir Ullslam.

At an emerfem. meeting, SCBA
leaders said the chief justice and
artomey general have lost all moral
authority to continue in their offices.
Tt will be an insult to the state and its
citizenstoallow themin the republic,
theysaid,

Top business leaders

FROM PAGE 1
programme from Sunday.

They also requested the CA to
create an environment so that the
political parties do not go for such
programmes in future that disrupt
smooth running of the business
activiries.

The president of top six busi-
ness chambers and associations
placed the demands to the
President and CA lajuddin Ahmed
when they met him at
Bangabhaban.

ahbubur Rahman, president
of International Chamber of
Commerce-Bangladesh (ICCBJ,
Fazlul Hoque, president of
Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Assoctation (BKMEA), SM Fazlul
Haque, president of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA),
MA Awal, president of Bangladesh
Textile Mills Association (FENVA),
MA Momen, president of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCIH and AK Azad,
president of Bangladesh Chamber
of Industry (BCI) were inthe dele-
gation.

“You are the lifeblood of the
economy, Lfeel your problem," the
CAsaid adding that he had already
taken some steps to solve the
E’oliﬁml crisis referring to his

itiative where his advisers met
with the chiefs of both the political
parties onWednesday.

"I am trying to convince the
political leaders to avoid further
disturbance, In addition to my
initiatives, you can also come
forward again to convince the
political leaders,” the CAsaid,

Contacted, BTMA President
MA Awal said that they have urged
the CA to resolve the political
crisis before Sunday adding, "we
also requested him (CA) to
become more strong in tackling
the present political situation so
that business activities can run in
full swing."

He also noted that to run busi-
nesses smoathly, it is veéry impor-
tantto hold a free and fair election,
"So we urged the CA o arrange the
election in a waf 50 that all politi-
cal parties as well as the people are
satisfied." ,

" They had also asked the CA o
askthe political parties to keep the
gconomicactivities out of purview
of anJ political programmes, he
added.

BKMEA President Fazlul Hoque

said, "We don’t know how and
when the political crisis will he
solved, But we think the president
and CA would take some immedi-
ate measures to help resume
economic activities and solve the
political crisis.”

"We have already met political
leaders to find a solution which
can save the country's economy,
but none could assure us," DCCI
President M A Momen said add-
ing, "the president is our only
hope now, who can stop further
political unrest by taking ade-
quate measures,”

Bhuiyan
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would accept a dialogue if they
proposeone”.

Bhuiyan made his comments
while addressing a press confer-
ence at the city office of BNE
During his speech, he also called
upon the 14-party alliance to stop
vandalism and participate in the
upcomingelection.

"Please join the democratic
processand follow the path of law,”
heurged.

He said the electoral process has
been obstructed by the attack on
the HC, adding if the 14-party
alliance did not like the verdict of
the court they could lodge an
appeal,

In the backdrop of such a vola-
tile situation, Mannan Bhuiyan
feared that the upcoming election
could be foiled if the 14-party
alliance continues its anarchic
activities.

He also insisted that there was
"no scope to shift the election date
as the election schedules have
dlready been declared. However,
some other timetable could be
changed”.

The secretary general admitted
that the election would remain
incomplete if any major political
party boycotts it, but “the constitu-
tion should not wait for anyone”,

BNP ally, lamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh, also termed the ran-
sacking of the court premises
unexpected and sad. In astatement
signed by Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer
Matiur Rahman Nizami and
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mujahid the party
said, "We are concerned that the
14-party alliance is creating con-
troversies over the constitutional
institutionsone afteranother.”

Mumbai blasts
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court, the police charges claim that

Pakistan's intelligence agency and

outlawed pro-Pakistan militant

Eﬂup Lashkar-e-Taiba were behind
e blasts, which also injured more

than 800 people. "Our investigations

reveal the role of Pakisan-backed
terrorism, which we aim to prove
before the court,” KP Raghuvanshi,
head of the police ant-terrorism
squad in Mumbai, told AFP:

He said that of the 28 accused, 13
have been arrested by the anti-
terrorisim squad and most of the
suspects had links o Pakistan,
including the alleged main conspira-
tor Azam Cheema whorn they saidisa
Pakistani national.

There was no immediate reaction
to the charges of Pakistanilinks by the
Indian federal government, which
agreed in Movember to setupa three-
member panel with Islamabad w0
consider counter-terrorism mea-
sures, including regular sharing of
information.

The idea of such a panel was first
agreed in Cuba in September in talks
between Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Pakistan
President Pervez Musharmaf in the
wake of the serial rain bombings in
Mumbai.

Indiaatthetimealleged Pakistan's
spy agency had a role in the Mumbai
attacks, aclaim denied by Islamabad.

On Sunday, Pakistan's foreign
minister, an a private visit to India to
attend a wedding, said the anti-terror

anel would work successfully only if

oth countries cooperated with each
other rather than trading accusa-
tions.

Iraq troop
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and demands mount to bring US
troops home. The recommenda-
tionsare non-binding.

New US anxiety over the fallure
of Iragi to crack down on Shia
militias surfaced in a memo by
national security adviser Stephen
Hadley, which the New York Times
publishedWednesday.

The memo said "reality on the
streets of Baghdad suggests Maliki
is either ignorant of what is going
on, misrepresenting his intentions,
or his capabilities are not vet suffi-
clent to turn his good intentions
intoaction."

Yetat a joint press conference in
Amman, Bush praised Maliki asthe
“right guy” for the job, and said US
forces would stay in [raq "to get the
jobdone,"

Maliki in turn said the two
agreed "on the need to speed up
the transfer of security responsibil-
itiesto the Iraqi forces."

TheWhite House said the memo
had nothing to do with: Maliki's
failure to appear at a planned
three-way meeting Wednesday
also includiﬂﬁr_hush and Kin
AbdullaH [ WAtH s FOkEsman Tom
Snow describing it as "jointly
decided.”

Khaleda blames
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on the lawyers. The attackers must
be broughttojustice,” shesaid.

She criticised Awami League for
creating chaos and anarchy in the
country, saying that it wants to foil
the upcomingelectionasitsleaders
know theycannothevictorious.

She called upon the lawyers o
resist those who are creating chaos.
“Parliamentary democracy, rule of
law and the rights of people will be
desroyed if AL comes to power
again,” she said while addressing a
view exchange meeting with the
Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Forum (organisa-
tion of pro-BNP lawyers) held at the
Bangladesh China Friendship
ConferenceCentre.

The former prime minister
alleged that the allies of AL in the 14-
party alliance are preventing the
party fromgoingfor polls.

AL has no respect for democracy
and constitution and it is wying to
destroy those, she complained.

“People are worried to see the
activities of Awami League that
harmed the garment and pharma-
centical sectors and they were not
secureduringits rule,” she said.

"They (AL} wanted w establish
family dynasty but people did not
accept,” she said and urged her
politcalopponent to come to the way
ofpeaceand welfare,

Urging her party men o make
preparation for election and to work
together for party candidates, she
said, "A few more parties showed
interestin joining our coalition.”

Drawing attention of the advisers
to the caretaker government, she said
election must be held in time as
stipulated in the constitution.

Presided over by senior jurist
KhandakerMahbub UddinAhmed, the
meeting was addressed by among
others, former state minister
Shahjahan Omar, fustice TH Khan and
ShahKhasruzzaman. FormerMinisters
Moudud Ahmed, Nazmul Huda and
Aminul Haquewerealso present.

Nafees ton
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boundaryin 138 balls.

The 20-year-old made his maiden
hundred (118) in Zimbabwe in the
last match of the five-match series in
m:.FUSt before smashing the highest
individual score (123) for the country
in the very next game when the two
sides met in the ICC Champions
TrophyinIndiainOcwober.

n-form Aftab registered his
eighthhalf-century and punished the
Zimbabwean attack in his own style
toentertain the electric crowd, crack-
ing three big sixes and two foursina
blazing 60 from B8 balls,

Earlier, Bangladeshi left-arm
spinners once again proved too good
for the Zimbabwe batsmen as the
visitors stumbled o slow bowling
after getting a confident start against
thenew ballbawlers.

Brendan Taylor (38) and Stuart
Marsikinyeri (27) put an 52 runs in the
opening stand but all went wrong
once the left-arm spinners joined the
action,

Habibul Bashar's men travel to
Bogra today where they will play the
next two one-dayers on December 3
and5underlights.
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Petrobangla
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seniority due to blatant politicisation
of Petrobangla by the Immediate
past government.

ile Muktadir has taken over as
director, Production Sharing
Contract (PSC), and Mokbul as
acting director (Mining), the post of
director (Operation) will be vacant
from tomorrow as the existing official
is leaving Petrobangla on December
L. Director (Operation) Rahman
Morshed is set to join the Asian
Development Bank.

Meanwhile, - the vital post of
director (Finance) remains vacant,
while director (Planning) Rais Utdin
Sicdliquiis due to retire in March. The
current chainman is also likely to be
replaced verysoon, sources said.

There are five director's posts in
Petrobangla that oversees nine oil
and gas alh‘lliates and annually con-
tributes over Tk 2,700 crore to the
national exchequer and maonitor
activities of foreign oil companies
under PSCs.

Lackofnewrecruitment for seven
years, a wave of retirements, exodus
of talented officers and the severe
politicisation have created a man-
power vacuum in Petrobangla at its
topand midlevels, sources said.

"At this point, the caretaker gov-
ernment should consider transfer-
ring and promoting competent and

appropriate officials from outside
Petrobangla to fill in vital posts," said
ahighofficial.

“The government should not just
fill in higher posts by promoting less
competent officials from
Petrobangla affiliates. Frankly, there
are nutm:{nl{’compmunl officials lefr
tolead Petrobangla," he added.

"For instance, the post of director
finance should be filled with some-
one with chartered accountancy
background or similar discipline
instead of promoting an official who
has little command over finances,"
he pointed out.

Petrobanglais now dealing with a
number of challenges: handling the
country's two troubled mines, oil
companies which are now supplying
around 28 per cent of the country's
total gas requirement and set
increase that to 50 per cent next year
and also holding the third round
block bidding for oil and gas explora-
tionwithin nextOctober.

There are about 450 people in
Petrobangla now while the posts of
directors have remained vacant in
turns, for more than two years. The
alliance government had held up
promotions of many senior persons
and controversially made top-level
appointments on contract. The
caretaker government cancelled one
ofthem.

EC now waits
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toactto thatend.

The UN Secretary General's
special envoy Craig Jenness who
met the acting chief election com-
missioner (CEC) and other election
commissioners yesterday morning
enquired how a political consensus
could be reached on the official
polls plan.

In reply, acting CEC Justice
Mahfuzur Rahman told the
envoy,"President/Chief Adviser
[ajuddin Ahmed has already made a
move to have a political consensus
over the issue. We wish all the politi-
cal parties take partin the election.”

Later, when the reporters asked
him whether such measures [for
consensus| could have been taken
before declaring the schedule, he
said, "None took such steps then and
nowwecannotinitiateany.”

Justice Mahfuz talked to the media
yesterday for the first ime since the
announcementofschedule.

He told the reporters that during
the meeting, the United Nations
special envoy has expressed concern
abouttheupcomingelection.

The acting EC chief declined to
make any comment when asked if
the EC oo is worried about the way

ings_have panped ot s 1
SEN A RE AN S0 R
Then when queried whether the EC
has had any meeting to review the
prevailing situation, he said, "ftis an
miternal matter. So, no comment.”

He also did not answer whether
the election minus any major politi-
calalliancewill be acceptableornot.

He however said they might
rearrange different dates like the
ones for filing nomination and with-

drawing candidature if the political
parties arrive ata consensus over the
Issue, "But because of time con-
straints there is no scope to change
the polling day,” headded.

Asked if the EC will suspend the
operation of the schedule until the
outcome of president's initiative, the
acting CECreplied inthe negative,

EC Secretary Abdur Rashid Sarkar
met the president late at night
Sunday and the following morning
the EC announcedthe schedule,

The Awami League-led 14-party
alliance, Liberal Democratic Party-
led Jatiya Oikya Front, and a few
other political parties rejected the
schedule outright while the BNP led
four-partyalliance welcomecdit.

Against this background, the EC
secretary met the president on
Wednesday afternoon again and
after thar, [ajuddin sent his adviser
Mokhlesur Rahman to AL President
Sheikh Hasinaand BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia to discuss different
issues including the possibility of
reschedulingthe election dates.

Meanwhile, about his meeting
with the acting CEC, the UN special
envoy told reporters, "I only laid
stress on the UN secretary general's
hape that th;eL will be Ia ree, fair,
trunsparent a CACE nr
Bangladesh.” - pwgﬁ‘l FIF W 1

"We discussed the overall elec-
toral environment,” the UN enve
sald adding that he thinks the EC
intends to do its best to build up
confidence among the political
parties,

Everyone likes to see a free and
fair election and the Election
Commission should remain com-
mittedtoholdingthat, he observed.

14-party sit-in
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outside the security barricade
around Bangabhaban, to enforce a
non-stop rail-road-waterways
blockade across the country from
Sunday if their demands are not
fulfilled by the time. Some of the
leaders even vowed not to allow any
rickshaws which are used virtually as
thelone mode of transportin the city
during blockade.

Hundreds of demonstrators
started marching towards
Bangabhuban through all the roads
leading to the presidential house in
the morning and occupied the
streets till 2:00pm without resorting
toanyviolence,

1ey took position at 10 points
including Ittefaq intersection,
Gulistan Cinema }]Inll intersection,
Dainik Bangla crnssingl:‘ Shapla
Chattar, Paltan and near Jibon Bima
Bhaban and held rallies.

Atthe rallies, the speakers said the
activities of President and Chief
Adviser lajuddin Ahmed have proved
that he is a person of the BNP and
Jamaat. He cannot be a president of
14 crore peaple and hence he must
follow the way of Justice KM Hasan
and Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) MAAziz.

Theyurged the people to be ready
fora continuous bﬁld&ildl’ from next
Sunday if the government does not
fulfil their demands. This time the
blockade would be much harder, the
speakers warned.

They alleged that the president
directed the EC office to announce
the election schedule hurriedly
without updating the voter list,
whichwill notbeacceptable.

The speakers said the president
has to take the decision whether he
wouldbe ﬁmeted by the countrymen
orbehated like Pakistanirulers.

Awami League presidium mem-
bers Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed,
Suranjit Sengupta, Begum Matia
Chowdhury, Mohammed Nasim,
and Rashed Khan Menon of Workers
Party of Bangladesh, among others,
addressed therallyin front of Gulistan
Cinema Hall where Mofuzzal Hossain
Chowdhury Mayachaired.

Bangabandhu Avenue, Gulistan,
Noor Hossain Square, Golap Shah
Mazar and adjoining areas were

Factory fire
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fire after a four-hour effort.

Selim Newaz Bhuiyan, deputy
director of Fire Service and Civil
Defence, said they faced severe
obstacles due to non-availability of
waterinthe surrounding areas.

Firefighters, however, failed to
ascertain the reason of the fire,

Meanwhile, vehicular move-
ment was disrupted for an hour as
the place is just beside the Dhaka-
Tangail highway.

flooded with demonstrators carrying
bannersand festoons.

Bustling Maotijheel area wore a
differentlook as the [4-party alliance
and the like-minded political parties
took to the streets lorcing the law
enforcers to make the roods off-
limitstovehicles,

The commuters had to suffer due
to a stop of vehicular movement.
Many people including women and
children were seenwalking down the
roads to reach their destinations.

Oikyabaddha Nagorik Andolon
organised a culwral programme
wherg the activists sang patriotic
songs while Sramik League, the
labour frontof AL, heldarally atJiban
BimaBhaban roundabour.

Zaker Party activists broughtouta
procession that paraded the roads
stretching from [ttefaq crossing to
Paltan and held a rally at Shapla
Chattar.

Aduvisers hit back
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beamere paperspeech’.

Akbar, who earlier said thathe was
'cautiously optimistic', yesterday
sald his cautiousness is increasing
day by day while the optimism
decreasing due to the political
impasse.

he advisers’ main responsibility
is to arrange a free and fur election,
Energy Adviser Hasan Mashhud
Chowdhury said, adding, "I do not
thinkitwill hamper the main respon-
sibility if the advisers talk with the
journalists, palitical leaders or for-
eignguests.”

"We will never show any partisan-
ship to any political party. We are
looking for holding a free and fair

eneral election for the bettermentof
the country," Mashhud said, The
advisers are conveying the message
toall through the media, headded.

He said Prof Yunus' propesal is a
goad onebutthe political partieswho
are to implement the proposal have
notwelcomed it.

The proposal can be discussed
only if the political gﬂrties nf'ee in
principleto acceptit, Mashhud said.

The advisers are working and
talking for holding the general elec-
tion free and fair, Housing and Public
Wg(iks Adviser Dhiraj Kumar Nath
said.

They do not deliver any political
speech and no incident has hap-
pened that can be called 'breach of
theoath’.

Asolutioncanemergeif the politi-
cal parties reach a consensus about
ProtYunus' proposal.

Agriculture Adviser CM ShafiSami
said they are only trying to create a
congenial atmosphere so that a free
and fairgenerallection canbeheld.

Referring to Khaleda Zia's com-
ment, he said the advisers are not
hatching any canspiracy or trying to
obstructelections.

JCD, BCL
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bodies were engaged in chase and
counter-chaseswhena processionof
the BCL, the student wing of Awami
League (AL), reached in front of DU
central mosque ataround 8:30am.

The BCL brought a group of
outsiders and urchins in its proces-
sion, who took part in the fight,
according to witnesses.

The two student organisations
were locked in fights at least three
times on the campus since a strike
had been called at the university on
Novernber 19).

ChhatraSangram Parishad (CSP),
i combine of 14-party backed stu-
dent organisations led by the BCL,
called the indefinite strike protesting
the pro-BNP student body [CD's
attackonitsleaders and activists.

BCLmenled by DU unit President
Sohel Rana Tipu and General
Secretary Sazzad Saqib Badsha
peltedlCEmenwilhbrickhats.while
the JCD led by Saiful Islam Firoz
retaliatedinthe same way.

Both the &:rnups exploded cock-
tails and fired gunshots. No casualty
wasreported.

Police rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under control.
They also recovered three unex-
ploded cocktails from the spot and
took them to Shahbagh Police
Station.

Saiful Islam Firoz, DU unit JCD
gﬂneml secretary, alleged that the

CL is creating anarchy and making
the campus unstable with outside
criminals and urchins, who exploded
bombsand fired gunshots.

Firoz said JCD along with stu-
dents will resist the BCL criminals so
thatitcannot create furtheranarchy.

Sohel Rana Tipu, however, denied
the allegation o bringing outsiders
in its procession. He said the JCD
hooligans attacked their peaceful
procession without any provocation
and hurled cockrails and fired gun-
shotsatthem.

EC commissioner

FROM PAGE 20

town where many central leaders
and ministers from the party were
present.

On July 27 2004, he participated
in a relief distribution programme
among the flood victims in
Ajmiriganj.

The Sylhet district 14-party held
a rally at the city's Court Point yes-
terday afternoon and demanded
Mudabbir's removal from the
Election Commission.

The rally was presided over by
district Awami League (AL) chief
ANM Shafiqul Haque. Among oth-
ers, Sylhet City Corporation mayor
and city AL Chief Badar Uddin
Ahmed Kamran spoke at the rally.

The day before, on Tuesday,
Habiganj district 14-party held a

appointment as an election com-
missioner.

Foreign aid
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Development Programme (ADP).
The domestic-funded projects for
building local infrastructure were
aimed at getting popular support in
theelections.

The sources also said such pro-
jects created greater scope for cor-
ruption as these are not put under
rigorous scrutiny, unlike donor-
funded projects.

Donors also held back a signifi-
cant amount of aid due to concern
that the donor-funded projects will
not be properly implemented as,
they feared, the past government
would notbeable to fulfil foreign aid
conditions before handing over
power to the caretaker government
(CG), said sources in the Economic
Relations Division (ERD),

Recently, an Asian Development
Bank (ADB) representative metwith
Finance and Planning Adviser to the
CG Akbar Ali Khan to inform him
that a $500 million project would be
deferrad until the next government
takesaveraftertheelections.

Several other donor agencies are
takingsimilar steps, sources said.

Buta top ERD official said that as
per directives from the finance and
planning adviser, they have priori-
tised expediting the donor-funded
projects.

The ERD has also started identi-

ing specific impediments to
onor-funded projects that have
stalled fund disbursement and
implementation of those, he added.

The finance adviser yesterday
met the Local Consultative Group
members and requested them to
take steps so that the funds for
foreign-aided projects are released

quickly.

10 killed
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The injured are undergoing treat-
ment at Banga Upazila Health
Complex, Faridpur Medical
College and Hospital and Barisal
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College and
Hospital.

InChittagong, three peopledied
and two were injured in road acei-
dents in Chandanaish upazila and
in the port city, according to the
UNB.

The first accident took place on
the Chittagong-Cox's Bazar high-
way at Bajirhatunder Chandanaish
upazila at abour 9:30am when a
Cox's Bazar bound bus rammed a
taxicab, leaving its two passengers
dead and two others injured.

The dead are Shamsul Haq, 36,
and Sabur, 21, of Chandanaish
upazila,

The injured passengers of the
taxicab were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH).

In another accident, an uniden-
tified boy aged about 14 was
crushed under the wheels of a
speeding truck at Oxygen Crossing
inthecityatabout 2200pm.

Police recovered the body and
sentitto the CMCH for autopsy.
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CJ's decision
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"unilateral” decisions.

“The chief justice has the power
to intervene at any stage of a case. In
my 20 years as a lawyer and 20 years
asajudge, lamnotaware of anychief
justice who, despite having the
authority to do so, exercised his
authority when there was only the
nll;ng left to be delivered,” Kamal
said.

Kamal told the BBClast night that
according o the constitution the
chief justice has the authority to
constitute or reconstitute a bench.
S0, theoretically, he has the power,
But it depends weather he used the
power in a bona fide or a mala fide
manner.

When asked to comment on
i,’nslcrd:iy's allegations made by the
awyers of the High Court that the
chief justice intervened in the last
stages of the judicial process, Kamal
said he has not seen such incidentin
his40yearsofexperience.

Regarding the attorney general
(AG) lorwarding the chief justice's
order to the bench as he did yester-
day, Kamal said, "This is not a part of
his job. If it did happen, then I will
have to say that | have never seen or
heard of something like that happen
before."

"When a bench is constituted or

dissolved, a superintendent of an
High Court division forwards the
order to the concerned judge,”
Kamal said, adding, "The attomey
general is not squosed to carry the
order tothebench.”

The former chief justice also said,
"I do not know to what extent this is
true bur, to my knowledge, no attor-
ney general has ever acted as the
messenger.”

A number of jurists requesting
anonymity saidd the incident were
very unfortunate for the nation. "He
is the chief justice for the whole
nation not for any particular party."
saidalawyer requesting anonymity.

DrM Zahir told The Daily Star last
night that he was amazed by the chief
justice's Intervention to stay the
proceedings and he was shocked by
the violence on the courtpremises,

"I am amazed and shocked,
amazed by the first incident and
shocked by the second one," he
explained.

Citing article 107, sub-section
three, formes attorney general
Mahmudul Islarn sald the constitu-
tion gives the chiefl justice the
authority to constitute any Supreme
Courtdivision bench. "But the power
has to be exercised with reason and
honesty and not for any collateral
purpose,” said Mahmudul Islam.

Chief justice violated
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Kamal said he rushed to the CJ's
office for an explanation but came to
know that he was not there. Then he
looked for the chamber judge; who
informed Dr Kamal that no one
laced any application to his office
ortheanysortofstay,

As the jurist looked for other
senior judges to consult the matter,
the chamber judge suggested him
discussing the martter with the CJ
himself and asked him to contact
him at his residence, Dr Kamal told
the press,

The chief justice is not above the
constitution. He is bound to produce
explanations for violating the consti-
tution,” Kamal said.

Mentioning that the previous
government raised the maximum
age limit of judges before they retire,
he said, "Is it an expression of grati-
tude o ir?”

He pushed the country towards a
serious confrontation by passing the
stayorder, Dr Kamal observed.

“You better try to restore the
honour of the constitution by with-
drawingthestayorder," Kamal urged
the chiefjustice.

Dr Kamal also blasted the attor-
ney general blaming him for playing

partisanroleinthe maueg 5
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the carctaker government takes
charge, we expected the current AG
will also follow the path, which he
didn’tdo even after the passage of 30
cliys.”

The partisan AG always gives

wrong interpretation of the constitu-
tion misleading the courtswhen heis
approached, Dr Kamal said.

SCBA President Barrister Amir- Ul
Islam alleged the chief justice had
served the purpose of the immediate
past government by passing many
stay orders. "He would have to take
responsibility for thesufferingsofthe
countrymen which would come
upon them as a result of his stay
orders," hesaid.

Ruferriug to several cases;
Barrister Amir said the CJ dissolved
benches or snatched power from
different judges whoever gave orders
against the past government activi-
ties.

About the AG, Barrister Amir said
the AG was trying to frustrate the writ
from the beginning.

Vice-chairman ofBangladesh Bar
Council and former § president
Rokanuddin Mahmud said they had
asked all bar associations across the
cotintry to hoveott the chief justice at
all levels including meetings and
social functions. He said no letters
would be issued to the CJ since now,
and he will not be invited to any
meetingand pro mes. »

About the vandalism in the
Supreme Court Barrister Tania Amif
told the reporters the lawyers were:

iefing
pressconference, 3

Advocate Mahbubey Alam, Yusuf
Hossain Humayun, Abdul Matin
Khasru, AM Amin Uddin, and M
Enayetur Rahim were also present at
the pressconference. -

.

14-party reaction
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against the rule of law and all cus-
toms and traditions of the past, he
said,

By turning the attorney gen-
eral's office into a party office, the
BNP-Jamaat coalition not only
influenced the judgement of the
highest court but also resorted to
anarchic activities outside the
court premises by hiring criminals,
healleged.

Jalil, also AL general secretary,
said they would withdraw the coun-
trywide non-stop blockade
programme scheduled to start from
Sunday if Iajuddin resigns from the
post of chief adviser and appoint a
non-pirtisan personthere.

Calling for creating a congenial
atmosphere for a free and fair elec-
tion, Jalil reiterated its ultimatum
that they would restart the blockade
from Sunday if by that time their
demands are not fulfilled,

Branding the President/CA as
the main barrier to holding a free
and fair election, [alil said only
Iajuddin can save the country from
conflicts, instability and uncer-
tainty by resigning from the CA post.

"We want to participate in the
election in a festive mood and are
ready to accept the challenge if the
caretaker government does not
assist the BNP-Jamaat coalition in
election engineering," the AL
leadersaid.

The alliance rejected Praf
Yunus' theory ol coalition govern-
ment terming it unconstitutional
and undemaocratic.

Levelling allegation of violating
constitution against the CJ, the
Supreme Court Bar Association
Vice Chairman Barrister
Rokanuddin Mahmud demanded
his immediate resignation and said
they would reject the CJ both pro-
fessionally and socially.

"We have directed all bar associ-
ations across the country to rejeet
the chief justice as he has violated
the constitution,” Mahmud said
adding that they would not also
participate in any professional
activities in the Supreme Court if
the CJ remainsin the office.

Accusing the Artorney General
(AG) of partisan activities in favour
of the BNP-Jamaat coalition, he
reiterated the demand for immedi-
ate removal of all the politically
appointed officials relating to the
ruleincluding the AG.

Among others, alliance leaders
Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed,
Suranjit Sengupta, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Mahiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Obaidul Quader, Rashed
Khan Menon, Hasanul Haque Inu,
Akhtaruzzaman, Sultan
Mohammad Mansur Ahmed,
Nurul Islam and Dilip Barua were
present at the press briefing.

JU exams
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applicants staying at all the I1
dormitories at between Tk 100 to
Tk 10,000. Sales continued
throughout the night and early
hours of the morning until the test
was postponed.

At an urgent meeting of the
central admission committee a
three-member probe body was set
up to investigate the incident. The
probe will be headed by Dean Prof
Amin Mohammad Ali aided by Prof
Shamsul Alam and Nayeem Sultan.
The postponed admission test will
be held on December 6 from
2:30pm to 6:00pm.

However even as the probe was
being established, reachers and
employees at the university were
alreacly being blamed for the inci-
dent,

Mohammad Ismail Hossain,
chairman of the departmental
admission committee, said: "l am
disappointed as it is a dangerous
incident. A syndicate of teachers
and employees are involved in the
incident, though I can not say who
theyare,"

The [euk came to light when a
journalist discovered the copies
and informed the university
administration,

To avoid any unexpected distur-

bance an campus, the leaked out
question papers were distributed
to Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
Bangladesh Chhatra League actiy-
ists from Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology and
Dhaka University who later sold
the question hand to hand on the
CAMpUs.

The question sellers in some
cases returned the money taken
from applicants after the admis-
sion test was postponed. However
most applicants did not ger their
money back.

In the past allegations of cheat-
ing and irregularities have been
strongly denied by the university,
Earlier this week a hand written
copy of the question paper of
International Relations and
Archaeology departments exams
held on November 27 were also
reportedly leaked our. The univer-
sity authorities have yet to launch
an investigation into the allega-
tions.

Commenting on the leaking of
the economics department ques-
tion paper, pro-VC Prof Enamul
Huq Khan said: "The incident is
totally unexpected and an investi-
gation will soon be conducted into
theincident.”



