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Nepal wakes up to new
era of peace and hope

REUTERS,; Kathmandu

Nepalis woke yesterday to the
promise of peace and an end to a
decade of civil war, kidnappings,
murders and fear, seven months
after mass street protesis over-
turned royal rule.

Residents lit candles, danced and
cheered in the streets of towns and
cities after the impoverished coun-
oy's government and Maoist rebels
signed a peace accord late on
Tuesday and declared an end (o a
conflict thathaskilled 13,000 people.

The pace of change has left
many Nepalis optimistic of better
times, but wary of the challenges
that lie ahead if promises and deals
are to be turned into lasting peace
onthe ground.

"What until recently was an
improbable peace has become a
reality,” the Kathmandu Post said

inaneditorial.

"The signing on a piece of paper
will have no meaning in itself if the
stakeholders concerned fail to abide
bytheaccord Inits truespirit.”

The deal, signed by Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala and
rebel chief Pushpa Kamal Dahal,
who goes by his nom de guerre
Prachanda, clears the way for the
Maoist soldiers to lock up their
armsand be confined to camps.

Maoist leaders will take seats
alongside the elected politicians in
parliament and join an interim
government to oversee elections
for an assembly that will draft a
new constitution and decide the
fate of the monarchy.

Acountry, which attimesled the
world in terms of the number of
people "disappeared” by the army
or the rebels is now dreaming of a
life free ofboth fearand fighting.

"I hope no mother will lose her
children to conflict and no children
will become orphans any more due
to violence," said 54-year-old
Punam Shrestha, selling vegetables
on a pavement in the capital,
Kathmaridu.

The government declared a
public holiday on Wednesday and
asked residents to illuminate their
homes and officials to light up
public buildingsin celebration.

"We are on the threshold of
peace and a new history" said
Yuharaj Ghimire, editor of the
widely read news magazine,
Samay, adding that the signatories
now needed (o keep their prom-
ises.

"Especially the Maoists need to
show that their cadres are fully
disciplined and obey the leader-
ship," he said.

A similar warning came from

the United States, which still con-
siders the Maoists a terrorist
organisation. It demanded an end
to violence, extorton and the
forced recruitment ofrebels.

The peace process got under
way shortly after King Gyanendra
surrendered power to political
parties in April after weeks of often
bloodystreet protests.

Since then the Maoists and the
government have observed a
ceasefire, although this has not
stopped the rebels recruiting thou-
sands of new fighters or demand-
ing money from businessmen and
ordinary people across the country.

"The critical test of this agree-
mentwill be its implementation an
the ground," influentdal neighbour
India said. "Violations must be
dealt with under the laws of the
land ... The people's mandate, and
their trust, must not he betrayed."

PHOTD: AFP

Nepalese people sing and dance through the streets in a victory march after the government and Maoist rebels signed a
peace agreementin one of the biggest breakthroughsin the history of Nepali politics in Kathmandu yestarday.

Iraqi civilian
deaths at new
high: UN

AP, Baghdad

The United Nations said
Wednesday that 3,709 Iraqi civil-
ians were killed in October, the
highest monthly toll since the
March 2003 US imraaluxfl and
anothersign of theseverity o 5
sectarian bloodbath. i

Also on Wednesday, Gunmen
shot dead a badyguard of the par-
liament speaker and wounded
another, a day after a small bomb
exploded in one of the speaker's
cars, his press office said.

The attack occurred in Baghdad
as the two men were heading to
work, according to a statement by
Mahmoud al-Mashhadani, the
speaker. The bodyguards were
attacked by a group of gunmen in
several cars, the statementsaid.

It did not say where the attack
occurred but it came a day after an
apparent attempt to kill al-
Mashhadani in a car bomb attack
inside the heavily fortified Green
Zone, not far from the Convention
Centrewhere parliamentmeets.
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onument of love, the Taj Mahal In Agra yesterday. Hu, the first Chinese

i‘hlum President Hu Jintao and his wife Liu Yongquing poseiin front of the

resident to visit India in a decade, said in a keynote speech to top govern-
ment officials in New Delhi, that he wanted to "chart a new course" for future
strategicrelations between Ihe world's two most populous nations,

India, China to set
up mechanism to
talk river issues

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

India and China have agreed to set
up an expert-level mechanism to
discuss issues relating to their
common rivers.

During talks between Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and
visiting Chinese President Hu
Jintao here on Tuesday, the two
countries agreed to cooperate on
the provision of flood season
hydrological data, emergency
management and other issues
relating to trans-border rivers.

Ajoint statement issued after the
talks said the existing provision of
hydrological data sharing for the
Brahmaputra/Yarlung Zangbo in the
eastern Himalayas and the
Sutlez/Langqen Zangbo in the west-
ern Himalayas has proved valuable
inflood forecasting and mitigation.

The two sides agreed to con-

«tinue bilateral discussions to final- |
ise it immediately for having simi-*
lar arrangement for Parlug Zangho
and Lohit/Zayo Qu rivers, itsaid.

Indian Foreign Secretary
Shivshankar Menon told reporters

here on Tuesday evening that the
issue was of the interest to both
Indiaand China.

Menon said China has denied
media reports that it was planning
to divert water from the
Brahmaputra, which originates in
the Tibet, to the upper reaches of
Yellow River in northwestern China
to address the scarcity of water.

Chinese Ambassador to India
Sun Yaxi said in an interview to an
Indian television news channel
that his government has no such
plans and the idea was aired by a
scholar and private engineers in
China.

According to media reports
emanating from China last month,
the plan is to divert water from
tributaries of Yangtze river in the
Qinghai-Tibet plateau to the upper
reaches of the Yellow river in north
westernChina, .

If the project goes ahead, it
could have Immense' impact on
lower riparian countries like India
and Bangladesh through which the
Brahmaputra flows, water experts
here say.

'US could bomb Iran

AFP, Washington

President: George W Bush could
choose military action over diplo-
macy and bomb [ran's nuclear
facilities next year, political ana-
lysts inWashington agree,

"I thinkheisgoingtodoit,” John
Pike, director of Globalsecurity.org,
a military issues think tank, told
AFP

“They are going to bomb WMD
facilities next summer," he added,
referring to nuclear facilities Iran
says are for peaceful uses and
Washington insists are really
intended to make nuclear bombs,
or weapons of mass destruction
(WMD).

"It would be a limited military
action to destroy their WMD capa-
bilities" added the analyst, believ-
ing a US military invasion of Iran is
noton the table.

US jourpalist Seymour Hersh

* also said at the weekénd thatWhite

House hawks led by Vice President
Dick Cheney were intent on attack-
ing Iran with or without the
approval of the US Congress, both

houses of which switch from
Republican to Democratic control
in January after the November 7
legislative elections.

The New Yorker weekly pub-
lished an article by Iersh saying
that one month before the elec-
tions, Cheney held a meeting on
Iran in which he said the military
option would neverbe discarded.

The White House promptly
issued a statement saying the
article was "riddled with inaccura-
cies."

Joseph Cirincione, Senior Vice
President for National Security and
International Policy at the Centre
for American Progress, a
Democrat-friendly think tank, also
believes the US government could
decide to attack Iran.

"[tis not realistic but it does not
mean we won't do it," he told AFP
inan interview. "ltis less likely after
the elections but it is still very
possible.™ /-

"Ifynu]nnkatwhaltheadmims-
tration is doing, it seems that it is
going to inevitably lead us to a
military conflict," he said, adding

nuke sites in 2007’

that no alternative solution was
being sought, including discus-
sions with [ran on [raq, which
could lead totalks on Iran's nuclear
programme and role in the region.

"Senior members of the (Bush)
administration remain seized with
the idea that the regime in Iran
mustbe removed,"” Cirincione said.

"The nuclear programme is one
reason, but their deeper agenda is
this belief that American military
power can be used to fundamen-
tally transform the regimes in the
Middle East," headded.

With the resignation of Defence
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, hard-
liners in the government have lost
one of their leading advocates, and
his replacement, former Central
Intelligence Agency chief Robert
Gates, has in the past favoured
direct talks with Iran, said the
expert.

"But they remain within the
administration at the highest level,
the office of the vice president, the
national security council staff,
perhaps the president himself"
Cirincione added.

Musharraf wants
meaningful talks
with Manmohan

AFP, Karachi

‘President Pervez Musharraf said
Tuesday he is looking forward to
"substantive" talks with Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
when he visits Pakistan,

Musharraf told reporters in this

- southern port city that the two
countries need to resolve all out-
standing disputes, including
Kashmir, the reason for two of their
threewars.

He added that progress had
been made in diplomatic-level
talks between the two countries in
New Delhilast week.

"We are looking forward for a
substantive meeting with the
Indian prime minister during his
forthcoming visit here,” Musharraf
after inaugurating an international
defence exhibition.

No date has been announced so
far for the visit of the Indian leader
who accepted Musharraf's invita-
tion when he met the Pakistani
military strongman at Havana in
September.

The talks in New Delhi between
the foreign secretaries setup a joint
counter-terrorism group for shar-
ing information. They also pre-
pared a draft agreement on reduc-
ingriskofnuclear accidents,

Lebanon on knife-edge
after assassination

AFP, Bairut

Lebanon was on a knife-edge
yesterday as it began three days of
mourning for an anti-Syrian minis-
ter gunned down in an attack that
stoked fears the country may be
again torn apart by civil strife,

Bells tolled as the body of
Industry Minister Pierre Gemayel,
scion of one of Lebanon's most
prominent Christian families, was
taken to his home village in the
mountains east of Beirut sur-
rounded by a massive crowd of
mourners.

World and regional leaders
condemned Tuesday's broad day-
light attack thar claimed the life of
Gemayel and his bodyguard, and
angry voices in Lebanon laid the

blame on former powerbroker

Syria.

Gemayal, 34, hailed as a "fallen
martyr for independence” in some
Lebanese newspapers, was the fifth
politician slain in a wave of assassi-
nations in Lebanon over the past
twoyears

His murder has added to already
heightened tensions between the
Western-backed government and
the powerful pro-Damascus Shia

movement Hezbollah, whose |

ministers quit the cabinet 10 days
ago.

US President George W. Bush
called for an investigation and
immediate UN action, while the
Security Council also condemned
the attack.

"Today we saw again the vicious
face of those who hate freedom,”
Bush said.
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 Dhaka National Medical College

53/1, Johnson Road, Dhaka-1100

Dhaka National Medical College invites applications from

the Bangladeshi nationals for the following posts:

Name of Post & Age

Educational Qualification & Experience

Professor:

Pathology, Orthopaedics
Age : 60 yrs (max.)
Assoclate Professor;
Pathalogy, Gynae & Obst.
Medicine, Cardiology

Age : 50 yrs (max.)

Asstt. Profassor:
Pathalogy, Gynae & Obst.
Age : 40 yrs (max.)

As per BMDC & PSC rules.

Assistant Accountant:
(Cashier)

Age : 35 yrs (max.)

B.Com with 7 years experience in accounts
of which 5 years in cash dealing.

M.Com with 5 years experience in accounts
of which 3 years in cash dealing.

Conditions :

undersinged.
b) Pay as per College rules.

condition of the advertisement.

a) Interestad candidates are advised to submit their application
along with complate C.V, attested copies of all certificates and 2
copies of passport size photagraphs by 30" November/08 to the

¢) Candidates of professar rank may directly contact with Principal
for further details. Ratired Professors can also apply.

d) Only short listed candidates will ba called for interview.

e) Deparimental candidates will get preferance.

f) Candidates in service should apply through proper channel.

g) For the interest of the College the authority may relax any

h) Incomplete application will not be antartained

Prof. Ataur Rahman Choudhury
MBBS (Dhaka) DTM & H (Eng) MRCP (UK}
FRCP (Glasg) FRCP (Edin)

Principal

Dhaka National Medical Collage

King sits on shaky throne

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's god-king Gyanendra is
sitting on a shaky throne after
fiercely republican Maoists and
the central government signed a
peace deal that involves a funda-
mental review of the monarchy.

The deal caps five tumultuous
years since Gyanendra, 59, was
vaulted to the throne by the mas-
sacre of his brother and most of
the royal family, staged by a drink-
and-drug fuelled crown prince
wholaterkilled himself.

King Gyanendra's Shah
dynasty has a 238-year history in
Nepal, and while the rebel
Maoists insist they want a demo-
cratic republic, others still see the
monarchy as important for the
tiny country wedged between
Indiaand China.

Nepal's kings have for centu-
ries been revered as incarnations
of the Hindu Lord Vishnu, the god
of protection,

But republican sentiment has
climbed sharply since Gyanendra
sacked the government and
seized direct power in February
2005 in what he said was a bid to
crush the Maoist rebellion that
has claimed over 12,500 lives,

Massive pro-democracy pro-

Nepali King Gyanendra

tests in which crowds burnt him
in effigy and called him a "mur-
derer” forced him to restore
parliamentlast April.

To matters worse for the mon-
arch, on Monday an official panel
said he should be punished for
ordering a bloody crackdown
against pro-democracy protestors.

Buteven if Gyanendra remains
on his throne, he has already been
reduced to a ceremonial role,
stripped of his political powers
and jobas head of the army.

The government has also
passed legislation turning what
was once the world's only Hindu
kingdominto asecular state.

"He is a non-entity now: He is
the most humiliated man in
Asia," Kanak Mani Dixit, the
managing editor of the widely
respected Himal South Asia
monthly, told AFP after the peace
deal was signed Tuesday.

The pact says the fate of
Nepal's monarchy is to be
decided at the first meeting after
elections to a body to rewrite
Nepal's constitution thatare to be
staged next year.

For Maoist leader Prachanda,
the king's days are over. He has
already said "there is no room for
any formof monarchyin Nepal”.

"This moment marks the end
of the 238-year-old [eudal sys-
tem,” he said to loud app]nuse
afterinking the deal.

Since Gyanendra handed back
power to parliament, the once
high-profile monarch has virtually
disappeared from public view. The
royal motorcades that used to clog
the capital's streets have halted, as
have his whistlestop helicopter
tours of rural areas.

Gyanendra's isolation was
apparent in June when he marked
his 59th birthday without the
usual erowds of schoolchildren at
the event. Government ministers

alsoskipped the ceremony.

Gearge W Bush's daughters
Barbara(L)and Jenna

Bush's daughter
robbed in
Argentina

AP, Buenos Aires

US and Argentine media
reported that one of President
Bush's 24-year-old twin daugh-
ters had her purse stolen while
being guarded by the Secret
Service during a visithere.

ABC News, citing unidenti~
fied law enforcement reports,
reported on its Web site
Tuesday that Barbara Bush's
purse and cell phone were |
taken while she wasdiningina
Buenos Aires restaurant.

La Nacion newspaper,
citinganonymaous government
sources, said in its online
edition early Wednesday that
one of Bush's daughters had
her purse taken Sunday after-
noon in the popular tourist
district of San Telmo.

Lankan govt
unfazed by
donor censure

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's government was yester-
day undeterred in its battle against
Tamil Tigers, despite heavy criticism
dished out to the warring parties
after a key infernational donor
meeting.

On Tuesday major donors
engaged in efforts to end Sri Lanka's
civil war condemned the govern.
ment and Tamil rebels alike for
human rights abuses and system-
atic violations ofa 2002 ceasefire.

Senior diplomats from the
United States, European Union,
Japan and Norway issued a state-
ment expressing "alarm" at the
angeing fighting they said had led to
“significant loss of life and wide-
spread human rights violations”,

But Sri Lanka's Minister for
Policy Planning and government

‘| spokesman on defence-related

matters, Keheliya Rambukwella,
said the quartet, known as co-
chairs, issued no strictures against
thegovernment here.
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