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CTG in the midst of political chess

GHULAM RAHMAN

VERYBODY was taken
E aback when President

lajuddin Ahmed assumed
the additional responsibility of chief
adviser of the caretaker govern-
ment. In an article captioned "Politi-
cal chess game," published in The
Daily Star on September 22, |
suggested exclusion of judges from
the "fit list" for becoming CA, and
appointment of someone accept-
able to all major political parties.

In that article | inferred that "in
case the major political parties fail
to reach an agreement ... there
would be no option left for the
president but to assume the func-
tions of CA, as provided in article
58C(6) of the constitution."

The outgoing BNP-led govern-
ment made that most improbable
happen when their chosen Justice
Hasan declined to assume the post.

In the same article | wrote:
"Once a CTG is in place it will actin
full public view. Any partisan deci-
sion, or reluctance to make the
administration neutral and create a
level playing field for all participat-
ing parties, would be apparent.
Therefore, the AL should withdraw
from the electoral process and
launch a movement only when it
becomes apparent that the CTG is
averse to creating a level playing
field, and is hatching a plot to favor
any particular party." | further wrote:
"Withdrawing from the contest, ab
initio, by either party is not really an
option."

AL head Sheikh Hasina neither
welcomed, nor rejected, the presi-
dent's assumption of the CA's
responsibility. In a press briefing
soon after she smilingly said that
her 14-party combine would
observe the activities of the CTG for
some time. The next day she per-
sonally handed over to the Hon'ble
President an 11-point task list for
creating a "level playing field" for all
political parties in the forthcoming
election, and demanded that those
should be implemented before they

hold a public meeting in Paltan
Maidan on November 3.

Reconstitution of the Election
Commission and making the
administration non-partisan are
high on the list. The council of
advisers decided to reconstitute the
EC, and two advisers personally
conveyed the message to Sheikh
Hasina. The interim government
has also effected some top level
changes in the secretariat and in
the police administration, which
apparently did not elicit AL's
applause. AL general secretary,
while commenting to the press,
termed these measures as going
"from the frying pan to the fire." In
this scenario, the 14-party combine
extended the deadline by a week,
and Sheikh Hasina declared at
Paltan that if their demands were
not met, they would again enforce
indefinite blockade programs
across the country with effect from
November 12.

The EC is a constitutional body
vested with the responsibility of "the
superintendence, direction and
control of the preparation of the
electoral rolls for elections to the
office of president and to parlia-
ment, and the conduct of such
elections shall vest in the Election
Commission."

Article 118(4) of the constitution
provides: "The Election
Commission shall be independent
in the exercise of its functions, and
subject only to this constitution and
any other law." Its independence is
granted with the provision that "an
Election Commissioner shall not be
removed from his office except in
the like manner and on the like
grounds as a judge of the Supreme
Court." However, "an Election
Commissioner may resign his office
by writing under his hand
addressed to the President."

The Election Commission has
been mired in a series of controver-
sies since the CEC unilaterally
decided to prepare a new voter list,
replacing the existing one, ignoring
the opposing views of his two other

colleagues, and for keeping the
portrait of former Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia hanging in its office
even seven days after she relin-
quished office.

The entire nation, save the die-
hard members and supporters of
BNP-Jamaat alliance, doubts the
EC's neutrality, and holds the view
that a free and fair election under
their supervision is very unlikely.
Article 58D(2) stipulated that "The
Non-Party Care-taker Government
shall give to the Election
Commission all possible aid and
assistance that may be required for
holding the general election of
members of Parliament peacefully,
fairly and impartially.”

With the present incumbents of
the EC, holding of a fair and impar-
tial election peacefully seems to be
a far cry, and in this scenario how
far the providing of assistance to
the EC by the Council of Advisers
would be appropriate is doubtful, to
say the least.

In 1991, as well as in 1996, the
integrity of the EC was questioned,
and the members of the commis-
sion thought it dignified for them to
resign. This time, not only is the
integrity of the CEC and other
members of EC in question, their
competence to conduct the election
is also doubtful.

Despite the commission's wast-
ing over Tk 400 million in the prepa-
ration of a new voter list, ignoring
the High Court's order, and then
spending a similar amount in updat-
ing the list, it has miserably failed to
come up with an accurate voter roll.
In the meantime, a former judge
has opined that the CEC is "un-
sound" of mind. In case a compe-
tent court declares him so, he would
become ineligible for the position
he is holding now. It seems that it is
high time for him to resign and leave
with grace, and save the nation
from a catastrophic political turmoil.

It is alleged that during the past
five years the BNP-led four-party
government had politicized the
administration on an unprece-
dented scale. However, bureau-

cracy, by its very nature, tends to
become neutral once the overbear-
ing political influence is removed,
and most civil servants would act
neutrally under a non-partisan
CTG. However, to remove all
doubts, the CTG should replace the
officials now holding various posi-
tions considered to be relevant in
the context of the forthcoming
election with officials who were
sidelined by the previous govern-
ment.

In this connection, a remark of
former minister late Col Akbar
Hossain appears to me very perti-
nent. He once said that his oppo-
nents may be allowed to have
officials of their choice, from the
level of secretary down to UNO,
leaving for him only the OC, who
would be in charge of law and order
on the election-day. The message
he wanted to convey is loud and
clear. The CTG should, therefore,
make sure that the law enforcers
act neutrally for holding a free and
fair election.

President Professor lajuddin
Ahmed is a political appointee.
However, the advisers he has
chosen are persons of unimpeach-
able integrity. The people in general
are of the view that if they do not
allow themselves to be constrained
by the activities of the EC and chief
adviser they have the ability and
wisdom to present the nation a free
and fair election.

The president and the Council of
Advisers are now is in the midst of a
political chess game. However,
their place in history would be
determined, not by party loyalty, but
by their success in holding a credi-
ble and impartial election with
participation of all major political
parties. The nation expects from
them expeditious and bold actions
to create a level playing field for all
political parties -- old and new, large
and small.

CEC impasse: Roadmap to solution

MbD ANWARUL KABIR

ERHAPS the first and
P foremost barrier to holding

a free and fair election is
the present setup of the Election
Commission (EC). The demand for
reconstitution and reformation of
the election commission should not
be treated as the demand of the 14-
party led alliance only.

In fact, the majority of the popu-
lation in the country, as well as
foreign observers have opined that
unless reconstitution and reforma-
tion of the Election Commission is
carried out the election will be a
farce, and not credible. Fortunately,
the Advisers' Council of the CTG
has realised this, and started to
work on thisissue.

Apparently, the task of reconsti-
tution of the EC seems to be a
complex one. First of all, there is the
changed stance of the BNP alliance
which, during the dialogue with the
14-party alliance, agreed to change
the EC, but is now opposing its
reconstitution. It is assumed that
the chief election commissioner is
being stubborn about not resigning
because he is backed by the BNP-
alliance.

Resignation from this key elec-
toral office, for the greater interest
of the nation, is not unprecedented
in Bangladesh. For instance, before
the 1991 parliamentary elections,
the then CEC, Justice Sultan
Hossain Khan, resigned because of
severe opposition from the major
political parties.

Similarly, former CEC, Justice
AKM Sadek, who conducted the
February 15 parliamentary election
in 1996, also resigned upon request
of the then caretaker government.
Already, Justice Aziz has refused to
resign at the request of some mem-
bers of the Advisory Council of the
CTG.

Under these circumstances, the
CTG must take some appropriate
measures to reconstitute the CEC.
On the other hand, some people
are saying that the CEC is a consti-

tutional post, and his removal is
impossible, unless he resigns
willingly, according to Article 118(6)
of the constitution.

But this is not absolutely true.
Our constitution has empowered
the government with some avenues
to remove the CEC, if necessary.
Let us investigate the possible
options for such removal of the
CEC, as endorsed by the constitu-
tion.

Option One: Article 118(5) of the
constitution states: "An Election
Commissioner shall not be
removed from the office except in
like manner and on the grounds as
a judge of the Supreme Court."
How to remove a judge of the
Supreme Courtis ascribed in Article
96, which suggests that the presi-
dent should refer to the Supreme
Judicial Council for possible
removal of a judge of the Supreme
Court, or any other key constitu-
tional official, following Articles
96(4b), 96(5) and 96(6) as stated
below:

Article 96(4b) The function of the
council shall be to inquire into the
capacity or conduct of a Judge, or of
any other functionary who is not
removable from office except in like
manner as a Judge.

Article 96 (5) Where, upon any
information received from the
Council, or from any other source,
the president has reason to appre-
hend thata Judge-

(a)may have ceased to be
capable of properly performing the
functions of his office by reason of
physical or mental incapacity; or (b)
may have been guilty of gross
misconduct, the president may
direct the council to inquire into the
matter and reports its finding.
Article 96(6) If, after the inquiry, the
Council reports to the president
that, in its opinion, the Judge has
ceased to be capable of properly
performing the functions of his
office, or has been guilty of gross
misconduct, the president shall, by
order, remove the Judge from the
office.

The formation and functionaries
of the Supreme Judicial Council
has been explicitly stated in Article
96(3)and Article 96(4).

So, if the CEC continues to be
reluctant to resign voluntarily then
the president may refer the matter
to the Supreme Judicial Council for
its opinion.

Obviously, for referring the case
to the Supreme Judicial Council,
the president should have some
allegations against the CEC. In fact,
the allegations against the present
CEC are manifold. Some of the
misdeeds committed by the CEC
are cited below:
eThe present Election
Commission has prepared a
voter list that is in contravention of
courtorder and that is riddled with
errors.

By appointing about 300 partisan
election officers, the CEC has
shown absolute loyalty to a cer-
tain political party.

Before retiring as ajustice he held
the offices of the two key posi-
tions of the state, (the CEC and a
justice of the higher court) con-
currently. This was a clear viola-
tion of the constitution. However,
the caseis undertrial.

It has been questioned whether
Justice Aziz is mentally sound
enough to discharge his respon-
sibilities properly. In this context,
his pretension of being sick and
getting "admitted" to a hospital,
with a view to avoiding the sched-
uled interview with some repre-
sentatives of the EU delegation,
can be mentioned.

Option Two: The president alone,
for the sake of the continuation of
democracy and the aspirations of
the common people, can also take
the decision on reconstitution of the
EC, following the special immunity
provided in Article 51(1) which
explicitly states that "the president
shall not be answerable in any court
for anything done or omitted by him
in the exercise, or purported exer-
cise, of the functions of his office."

In fact, this immunity had saved

president from facing the court
when he assumed the post of head
of the CTG without exhausting all
the constitutional provisions. So,
considering the stubbornness of
the CEC, the president can remove
him for the greater interest of the
nation, using his special immunity.
Option Three: To remove the
present CEC from his post Article
99(1) of the constitution can also be
applied. The article is stated below:
Article 99(1) : "[A] person who has
held office as a Judge otherwise
than as an Additional Judge shall
not, after his retirement or removal
there from plead or act before any
court or authority or hold any office
of profit in the service of the
Republic not being a judicial or
quasi-judicial office or the office of
Chief Adviser or Adviser."

The CEC has recently retired as
full-fledged judge of the higher
court, and so, according to the
above article, he is no longer eligi-
ble to continue in the office of the
CEC.

The above are some options for
away out of the present impasse. It
would be wise for the president to
take advice from the experts of the
constitution, and to follow the most
suitable option to get relief from the
presentcrisis.

Perhaps the most crucial task for
the CTG is the reconstitution and
reformation of the Election
Commission to ensure a free and
fair election. Without doing so, and
with the present setup of the EC,
holding a free and fair election,
which is the prime task of the CTG,
will not be possible. If the CTG can
take the right decisions in this
regard it will, undoubtedly, receive
the support of the common people
of the country.

freelance writer.

World export and status of LDCs

BIJAN LAL DEV

T HE world's real merchan-

dise exports rose by 6.5% in

2005. In real value terms,

the world merchandise exports

rose by 13% to $10.1 trillion (ex-
ceeding, for the first time, the $10
trilion mark). As a single country,

Germany maintained the top of the

list with $971 billion and 7% growth,

while the US placed second with
$904 billion and 10% growth.

Looking at our neighbours,
China's export earning was $762
billion with 28% growth, surpassing
Japan's export of $596 billion with
only 5% growth. India, the dominant
player in South Asian trade, earned
$90 billion in 2005 with 19% growth.
Besides, all the top countries have
dominant shares in world trade of
commercial services which was
$2,415 billion in 2005, with an
annual growth of 11%.

Let us have a look at the perfor-
mance of the 50 LDCs, including
Bangladesh, in the world trade
surge. In 2004, LDCs as a group
accounted for only 0.6% of world
exports, amounting to $61.8 billion
with 34% growth. The rough esti-
mate of the LDCs' exports in 2005
shows that the growth decreased to
24%. Yet, as a group, the export
growth has been significant.

This, however, masks consider-
able variance in the performance of
individual LDCs in relative and
absolute terms. The reality is that
only a small number of LDCs have
contributed to the expansion.
Before identifying the excellent
performers, we can classify the
LDCs based on their major
exportables.

There are three categories of

LDCs:

o Five oil exporters -- Angola,
Equatorial Guinea, Yemen,
Sudan, and Chad.

« Eight exporters of manufactured
goods -- Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Cambodia, Madagascar, Nepal,
Lesotho, Haiti, and Laos. Most of
them are ready-made garments
exporters.

e The rest 37, including the new
entrants, Benin and Senegal, are
exporters of commodities.

In 2004, the oil exporting LDCs
accounted for 47% of the total
LDCs' exports. They experienced a
growth rate of 52%. In contrast, the
values for manufacturing exporters
and commodity exporters were
19% and 22%, respectively. Eight
LDCs from these two groups expe-
rienced negative growth rates.
Over the last decade fuels have
sharply increased their share in
LDC merchandise export. In 2003
they accounted for 37% of the total
value of all LDC exports. With the

rising of oil price, this share is
increasing. Clothing, where
Bangladesh is in the second cate-
gory, accounted for 19.9% of the
total LDC exports.

In terms of market concentra-
tion, the EU and the US absorb the
majority of LDC exports. In 1995
their share was almost 60%, but by
2004 this figure had dropped to
52%. However, the dramatic
increase in LDC exports to China
has resulted in the top three mar-
kets accounting for 69% of total
exports.

Interestingly, six of the top ten
markets are developing countries,
and they accounted for 41% of total
LDC exports in 2004. In 1995 this
figure was 32%. In September,
2005 China declared to provide
LDCs non-reciprocal market
access. So China's share will be
increasing further in the years to
come. Besides China, Thailand and
Chinese Taipei have also increased
imports from LDCs. But India and
South Korea have roughly main-
tained their share.

Although the prospects for
improvement are getting brighter
the overall trade performances of
the LDCs have been quite poor.
The diversity of export performance
across countries in also significant.
Two LDCs accounted for 36% of all
LDC exports in 2004. Angola, a fuel
exporter, contributed 23% of all
LDC exports. And Bangladesh,
which is predominantly a clothing
exporter, accounted for 13% of LDC
exports. To a significant degree the
performance of these two countries
determines the overall export
performance of the LDCs as a
group. In contrast, the 13 bottom-
ranked LDCs, in terms of export
value, account for less than one
percent of total LDC exports.

The LDCs' merchandise exports
have three distinct characteristics --
a narrow range of products, a lack
of diversification of export markets
and low technology content. These
limitations have been aggravated
due to non-compliance of the
commitments of their stronger
trading partners. Paragraph 42 of
Ministerial Declaration of the 4th
WTO Ministerial Conference, held
in Doha in November 2001 states:
"We commit ourselves to the objec-
tive of duty-free, quota-free market
access for products originating
fromLDCs."

The paragraph 68(h) of the
program of action for LDCs, which
was endorsed at the third UN
Conference on LDCs, states that:
"Improving preferential market
access for LDCs by working
towards the objective of duty-free
and quota-free market access for
all LDCs' products. This will apply to

the markets of developed coun-
tries."

Achieving duty-free and quota-
free market access to developed
countries for all products originating
from LDCs has been an aspiration
of the international community for
some time. This objective has yet to
be reached, despite the increased
impetus arising from the Millennium
Development Goals.

Instead, the LDCs' plea has
been trimmed by the developed
countries, like the US and Japan, at
the 6th WTO Ministerial
Conference held in Hong Kong in
December 2005. Annex F of the
Ministerial Declaration commits
developed WTO members to
allowing duty-free and quota-free
market access for all products
originating from all LDCs by 2008. It
also states that members facing
difficulty in achieving this objective
must meet a target of a minimum
97% of all products, defined at the
tariffline level.

Although WTO members are
currently assessing the extent to
which Annex F can be translated
into substantial improvements in
market access, it can be forecasted
that it will not have any impact on
the exports of Bangladesh, as the
excluded 3% will cover most of tariff
lines of Bangladesh exports, espe-
cially in the markets of the US and
Japan.

Another concern of the LDCs is
the preference erosion arising from
reductions in Most-Favoured
Nation tariff rates, which is less than
one per cent in many developing
countries. It reduces the competi-
tiveness of the LDCs' products, and
will lower productivity mainly due to
dearth in technological know-how
and managerial inefficiency.

A surge in Regional Trade
Agreements (RTAs) that allow the
contracting parties to offer mutually
duty-free access is also a great
concern for LDCs, as more than
half of the world trade is now con-
ducted under RTAs. Some devel-
oping countries have argued for
invigorating the global system of
tariff preferences which envisages
trade for preferences among devel-
oping countries, and reduces the
scope for LDCs for preferential
trade.

Non-tariff barriers (NTBs) frus-
trating market access opportunities
for LDCs have been rising in the
WTO since its inception in 1995,
and also in other international
forums. It has been acting as an
unseen hurdle to obstruct LDCs'
products from entering. LDCs do
not have the ability to raise the
specific issue at the WTO Dispute
Settlement Body.

Core labour standards, environ-

mental standards, sanitary mea-
sures, quality standards, etc have
been imposed on LDC products.
LDCs' agriculture export was the
most prominent category in LDC
exports up to 1995 as there were
notmany NTBs.

Since 1998, the share of agricul-
ture has been sliding down and
reached 17.4% in 2003. LDCs also
face the challenge of developing
supply capacity. The pledge of
developed and developing coun-
tries to provide technical support for
capacity building is not working with
the spirititis supposed to.

On the market access issue,
according to 2003 data, 27.6% of
total LDC exports remain dutiable.
Developed countries account for
61% of this total, and accordingly
developing countries account for
the remaining 39%. Although LDCs
have historically been dependent
on preferential market access to
developed country markets, and
enjoyed duty-free access to
Australia, Canada, and the EU
(99.2%), Japan and the US main-
tain, respectively, 49.1% and
38.4% of LDCs imports dutiable.

Thirty-seven per cent of exports
from Bangladesh to the US is
dutiable. On the other hand, 93.3%
of LDC exports to China, in 2003,
entered duty-free. New measures
by China, last year, will increase the
total duty-free figure to 95.2%. India
(4%) and South Korea (3%) still
remain miserly in allowing LDCs
duty-free access.

As a result, despite a growing
world economy and significant
advances in technology, 852 million
people, mostly of LDCs, suffer from
hunger and malnutrition, 1.1 billion
people do not have access to clear
drinking water, and every hour
1,200 children die from preventable
diseases. Weaker economies are
not reaping the potential benefits of
globalization.

The poorest 40 percent of the
world population, who live on less
than $2 a day, account for five
percent of global income. In con-
trast, the richest 10 percent, that is
620 million, account for 50 percent
of global income. This shocking
polarization of trade and wealth can
only be stopped if the developed
and developing countries take
unilateral initiatives, like China, to
provide expeditious mechanism for
enhancing market access for LDC
exportsin their markets.

The writer is a trade analyst.

1971 and the agony of a Pakistani

SYED BADRUL AHSAN

HE Bangladesh War of

Liberation has, in a good

number of ways, served to
give a boost to Pakistan's publish-
ing industry. Not that the industry
sprouted soon after the liberation of
the Bengalis. The entirety of the
1970s and nearly the whole stretch
of the 1980s were times when
sensitivities in both Bangladesh
and Pakistan, but especially in
Pakistan, were raw, and therefore
pretty disturbed.

The embarrassment of political
and military defeat in what used to
be East Pakistan, symbolized by
the emergence of Bangladesh as a
free state in December 1971, as
also the release of its founding
father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from
Pakistani confinement in early
1972, has been a constricting factor
for any Pakistani who has wished to
dwell on the circumstances in which
the crisis developed in the year
General Yahya Khan unleashed his
army against the Bengali popula-
tion of Pakistan's eastern province.

Beginning largely in the 1990s,
though, a fairly significant number
of Pakistanis, largely soldiers and
to a certain extent civilians, have
come forth with their own explana-
tions of how and why things went
wrong for their rulers in 1971.
Without question, the trend had
been set earlier by Siddik Salik,
who had the rather unenviable role
of being public relations man of the
junta in Dhaka throughout the nine
months of Pakistani military action
in Bangladesh.

His assessment, given the
circumstances of the time when his
book hit the stands, was generally
considered reasonably fair, though
he made it a point never to mention
the atrocities the soldiers had
committed against the Bengalis.
After Salik, other men -- Rao
Farman Ali, AAK Niazi, Hasan
Zaheer, et al -- emerged with what
one could consider their own mea
culpa.

The reasons they offered for
Pakistan's collapse were uncon-
vincing, for a couple of reasons. In
the first place, most of these writers
(except perhaps for Hasan Zaheer)
tried to pin the blame for the defeat
on anyone but themselves and their
friends. In the second, they studi-
ously ignored the awful repression
that their soldiers perpetrated on
the Bengalis in the final nine
months of Pakistan in these parts.

Given such inadequacies on the
part of Pakistan's writers where
dealing with the Bangladesh crisis
is concerned, itis quite refreshing to
come by Brigadier AR Siddigi's
assessment of the political prob-
lems which developed in East
Pakistan in the two years, 1969-
1971, during which time he was
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closely involved with the Islamabad
military establishment as chief of
inter-services public relations and
press advisor to Pakistan's presi-
dent and chief martial law adminis-
trator.

That position placed him quite a
few notches above Siddik Salik,
who was mistakenly once thought
by some (because of his work
Witness to Surrender) to have been
the main spokesman for the army
during the Bangladesh war. Siddiqi,
by dint of his seniority, remained
close to the top brass in the army.

It was his good, or bad, fortune
to have watched the rise of Yahya
Khan as Pakistan's military ruler in
March 1969 when a tottering Ayub
Khan failed to rally the army behind
him for a second bout of martial law,
under his leadership of course.
Thereafter, Siddiqi's observation of
politics in the country, especially in
East Pakistan, constituted the focal
point of what remained of his career
inthe army.

He was in Dacca in the critical
days of Mujib's non-cooperation
movement, killing time with his
fellow West Pakistanis at
President's House where first the
Mujib-Yahya negotiations, and then
the Mujib-Yahya-Bhutto talks went
underway, with eventually disas-
trous results.

There is a kind of openness that
Siddiqi brings into his reflections on
the last days of Pakistan in
Bangladesh. Early on the morning
of March 26, he discovers General
Hamid and General Tikka Khan
happily sharing breakfast in the
cantonment. Moments later, break-
fast over, the two generals enter the
drawing room. Tikka offers oranges
to Siddigi ("These are fresh from
West Pakistan"), before Hamid
asks the ISPR man what he
planned to do next. Siddigi's
expected answer: "Switch on the
radio transmission straight away,
sirl" makes the chief of general staff
happy. Not a bit of contrition about
the genocide going on outside mars
the good cheerin the barracks.

Even civilians like Roedad

Khan, then central information
secretary, feel confidence about
Pakistan's future rushing back into
them. "Yar iman taza hogia (my
faith stands revived)," Roedad
enthuses once Yahya Khan fin-
ishes his address to the country on
the evening of March 26. The killing
of Bengalis has been underway for
nearly thirty six hours, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman has been taken
into custody, and the Awami
League has been outlawed. The
juntais in a state of ecstasy. Myopia
has come into play.

AR Siddigi succumbs to the
typical Pakistani attitude of staying
away from a description of the
actual nature of Bengali casualties
in the immediate aftermath of the
crackdown. That could be
explained away as more of a diffi-
culty in coming to terms with con-
science than a deliberate ignoring
of the reality. Over the months he
visits East Pakistan three times,
with each trip throwing up before
him images of the looming disaster
forthe regime.

Young army officers, as well as
jawans, register a manifold
increase in arrogance and busily
strut about, with little understanding
of how their actions are contributing
to the gravity of the situation.
Siddiqi calls it "trigger-happiness."
Young officers, he noted, "were
going about in full combat gear, the
jawans twirled their moustaches
and looked down disdainfully upon
the Bengalis."

As the media spokesman for the
regime Siddiqi felt the full weight of
the pressure brought to bear on him
when foreign correspondents
based in Rawalpindi bombarded
him with questions of how things
were going in Dacca. One of the few
officers regarded as an intellectual
in the Pakistan army, the brigadier
obviously had a hard time balanc-
ing the actual reality and the lie.

Matters were not helped either
by what some putatively progres-
sive politicians happened to be
doing. Air Marshal Asghar Khan, for
all his sympathy for the Bengalis

and the Awami League, could not
resist the temptation of fielding his
Tehrik-e-Istiglal candidates for the
by-elections called by the army
following the disqualification of
elected Awami League lawmakers
in East Pakistan. He was disap-
pointed when he found his road
blocked by the regime and its
Muslim League and Jamaat-e-
Islami supporters.

And there were the Bengali
collaborators of the army. Hamidul
Haq Chowdhury could not conceal
his delight at the way the Bengali
nationalists had been put down.
Professor GW Chowdhury, a confi-
dant of the regime, reportedly
prepared the White Paper the junta
published as a way of discrediting
the Awami League in August 1971
at the British Museum in London
"with the help of foreign newspaper
reports and stories."

When Bengali Flight Lieutenant
Matiur Rahman died in a crash in
Karachi, along with West Pakistani
Rashid Minhaz, the air force chief
recommended to the president that
Minhaz be conferred the gallantry
award Sitara-i-Jur'at. Yahya went a
step further: "Why only a Sitara-i-
Jur'at? The boy deserves nothing
less than a Nishan-i-Haider." Matiur
Rahman, on the other hand,
became yet one more Bengali
"traitor" for Pakistan. Yahya, as
Siddigi notes, saw a Muijib in every
Bengali. He was certainly not wide
of the mark.

And, thus, the pain that his
country went through, for reasons
of a self-inflicted kind, comes
through in Endgame. General
Abdul Hamid Khan rises to address
officers in Rawalpindi once the
surrender in Dacca has taken
place. He is shouted down with
protests, and a liberality of exple-
tives. As the end for the regime
nears, Air Marshal Rahim Khan
animatedly suggests that his former
boss Asghar Khan take charge of
the truncated country. General Gul
Hassan has the last word, of
course. Arguing the case for Bhutto,
he tells the group around him: "l am
afraid that we are left with no choice
but to try this joker, Bhutto. After all,
he is now the leader of the majority
party."

A plenitude of ironies abounds
throughout the work. For AR
Siddiqi, it is something more. It is
his country he sees falling into
pieces before him. He offers no
excuses, does not pontificate --
which makes the book a rather
unputdownable affair.

Syed Badrul Ahsan is Executive Editor, Dhaka
Courier.
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