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Chobi Mela 1V begins from November 9

Exhibition, workshops and discussion sessions on the cards

i

C HOBI Mela is the name of a
festival, which is fast
becoming a culture in
Bangladesh. This event, one of the
largest of its kind in Asia, brings
photographers and their works to
the forefront. The three-week long
Chobi Mela 1V is scheduled to take
place from November 9 to Novem-
ber 30, 2006. The festival with more
than thousand images has 'Bound-
aries' as its theme.

Festival Director Shahidul Alam
expressed his views on this year's
theme 'Boundaries':

"Photography creates its own
compartments. The photojournal-
ist, the fine artist, the well paid
celebrity, the bohemian dreamer,
No photoshop, yes photoshop.
Canonites, Nikonites, Leicaphytes,
digital, analogue.

"The haves, the have nots.
Heterosexuals, metrosexuals,
transsexuals, homosexuals. The
straight, the kinky. WTO, subsidies,
sperm banks, kings, tyrants, presi-
dents, prime ministers, revolution-
aries, terrorists, anarchists, activ-
ists, pacifists, the weak, the meek,
the strong, the bully. The good, the
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Crafts and Ceramics
Exhibition

Title: Crafts and Ceramics Exhibition
by YoungArtists

Venue: Dots Contemporary Art
Centre, 191/A, Hague Tower, Tejgaon-
Gulshan Link Road, Tejgaon

Date: October 15 to November 9
Time: 11:00 amto 8:00 pm

Film Screening

Title: Ontorjatra

Director: Tareque and Catherine
Masud

Organiser: Laser Vision

Venue: Bangladesh Institute of
Administration and Management
(BIAM)

Multipurpose Auditorium

63, New Eskaton

Date & Time: November 8, at 5:00

pm

Photographs by Mahabub Alam Khan of Bangladesh (top) and Sucheta Das of India
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evil. The hawks, the doves. The
crusaders, the Jihadis.

"Boundaries -- seen and unseen
-- define our modes of conduct, our
freedoms and our values."

Chobi Mela, South Asia's first
major photography festival, is one
of the many initiatives of Drik, which
operates from Dhaka. Drik began
operations in 1989 in a small house
in Dhanmondi, Dhaka. Mark Sealy,
Director of Autograph -- the Associ-
ation of Black Photographers,
London -- remembers hearing
about Drik's ambitious aim to be a
'fully self-funding picture library that
would act as a hub for images
produced by Bangladeshi and
other South Asian photographers'.

Since 2000, every two years the
Drik Picture Library and its partners
in Bangladesh and other countries
organise the Chobi Mela Interna-
tional Photography Festival. Over
the years this festival has gained
immense popularity and accep-
tance. Therefore, incredible though
it may seem, 20 countries are
participating in this event this year -
- a fact that bears testimony to its
growing recognition. At the same

5
g
g

BOUNDARIES

time it's not very surprising to learn
that the highest number of entries
came from Bangladesh itself.

In December 2000 Chobi Mela

was first launched by Drik as South
Asia's first festival of photography,
which incorporated 18 exhibitions,
including 'The War We Forgot', a
photographic study of the 1971
'War of Liberation' by 30 interna-
tional photographers, including
Don McCullin, Marc Riboud, Mary
Ellen Mark, Raghu Rai, Abbas,
Rashid Talukder and Kishore
Parekh. 'The War We Forgot'
exhibition met with a heavy-handed
'request’ for certain images to be
removed. But Chobi Mela did not
compromise; the whole exhibition
was moved from the gallery and
exhibited at Drik's own gallery.

The second Chobi Mela held in
November-December 2002 was
themed as 'exclusion’. Shahidul
Alam wrote: "There are others who
have stretched the medium to its
limits. From the concerned photo-
journalists who have stood up for
the oppressed, to the conceptual
artists who have taken on social
issues as their motif, there have
been photographers who have
aligned themselves with the
excluded, voicing their concerns,
and fighting for their rights. This is
especially so in the majority world,
where photography neither has the

-

glamour, nor the economic returns
often associated with the profes-
sion in the West. The media how-
ever, has become a tool of the
powerful. Media distortion and
suppression, combined with the
acquiescence of those who stand
to gain, ensures that propaganda is
packaged as news, silence is
bought and consent engineered.
Each pen that fails to write, each
shutter that fails to open, each
voice that refuses to shout in pro-
test, when governmental and
corporate power flexes its muscles
bears the guilt of compliance. This
festival, in giving space to the
excluded, pays homage to the few
who have continued to say no."

The theme of the third edition of
the Chobi Mela, held in December
2004, was 'Resistance’. Regarding
the theme, Shahidul Alam wrote:
"Toresist, to challenge, to question,
to go against the grain, to deliber-
ately choose the untrodden path is
a conscious decision. It is a risky
route fraught with danger, but a
route we must follow, if change is to
come."

No doubt Chobi Mela IV will be
very interesting and different from
the previous ones (as they always
are). Chobi Mela 1V received more
than 300 digital and analogue
entries, out of which 44 entries will
be exhibited at the British Council,
National Museum, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy, Bengal
Gallery, Alliance Francaise, Goe-
the Institut, Russian Cultural Cen-
tre and Drik. Apart from this, there
will be an open-air and moving
exhibition on 18 rickshaw vans. In
addition to this, seven workshops
and discussion sessions will be
held atthe Goethe Institut, Dhaka.

Since the stage is now set, all we
have to do is be patient and await
the festival to begin.

The Daily Star is the media
partner of Chobi Mela 1V.

Source: Drik Media Cell

Child artistes display

Grand finale of L'l Champs held

KAVITA CHARANJI

Diwakar Sharma, 13, is truly differ-
ently abled. Despite being visually
impaired he continues to hold audi-
ences in thrall with his wonderful
melodies. This correspondent had
the chance to interact with him five
years ago when he was a student of

the Delhi-based National Associa-
tion for the Blind (NAB). Inter-
spersed with English lessons,

games and Braille lessons, the
children avidly sang a mix of English
and Hindi songs. Even then his
talent was visible, particularly his
rendering of the patriotic Ai mere
watan ke logon. Now he is a student

Diwakar, the first runner up

of amainstream schoolin Delhi.
Today Diwakar has done himself

creativity

adjudged the first runner up in Zee
TV's grand finale of Sa Re Ga Ma
Pa's L'il Champs programme. The
No 2 spot went to Sameer
Mohammad from Mumbai while the
elated if disbelieving --Sanchita
Bhattacharya from Kolkata walked
away with the first prize. As the
winners went away with the prizes, it
was an exciting moment for the
participants, audience and parents
alike.

The judges of the contest were
singers Abhijeet Bhattacharya,
Bappi Lahiri and Alka Yagnik. It was
a tough task for them to zero in to the
winners as the competition was
close and talents were aplenty. The
popular anchor of the show was
Shaan.

Stars such as Shah Rukh Khan,
Anupam Kher, Chunky Pandey and
Puja Bhatt graced the occasion. The
biggest applause was of course
reserved for Shah Rukh, who
pointed out that the programme was
“agreat opportunity to see and listen
to the children. | am here in my
capacity as 'Don' uncle.” Shah Rukh
announced the winners amidst

Also present was Shreya
Ghoshal, the firstL'il Champs winner
and recipient of a national award.

The finale was emotional as teary
eyed young contestants and parents
tried to hide their disappointment
while the family of the winners were
on cloud nine. Sameer sang Tere
masoom... He was followed by
Sanchita's rendering of  Kabhi
alvida na kehna. Diwakar in turn
performed Main ne choo kar dekha
hai. The judges too pitched in to sing
several numbers.

The singers of the contest also
received awards from choreogra-
pher and dancer Shiamak Davar. As
a token of appreciation, the
impressed Davar gifted Diwakar
with a free lifetime membership
supported by his trust Victory Arts
Foundation. Similarly he presented
Sameer and Sanchita with a three-
year membership of Shiamak Davar
Institute of Performing Arts (SDIPA)
centresin India.

The last word of the evening was
that of actor Chunky Pandey who
maintained, “Singers should retire

Theatre

'Golapjan' goes to Pakistan

ERSHAD KAMOL

Theatre Art Unit is set to go to
Pakistan to participate in the thea-
tre festival with their popular pro-
duction Golapjan. Arranged by Rafi
Peer Theatre Workshop, the play is
written and directed by SM
Solaiman. The festival will be held
in Lahore from November 9-20.

Featuring the tragic life of an
aged woman named Golapjan, the
play portrays the decaying and yet
colourful lifestyle of the traditional
Dhakaias. As a sub-plot, the play
features several changes in the
traditional lifestyle of Dhakais such
as traditional carts have been
replaced by rickshaws and then
three wheelers, ghughni,
bakharkhani have given way to
snacks and chocolate. As a result,
the Dhakaia people are losing their
trades also.

Rokeya Rafig Baby performs in
the central role. She said, “It's

Artistes perform in the musical

basically a mono-character play
supported by a chorus. SM
Solaiman's musical has always
been a hit in Bangladesh. We hope
it will also achieve appreciation in
the prestigious theatre festival in
Pakistan, in which several Asian

theatre troupes participate. We will
stage two shows of Golapjan on
November10and 11.”

In fact, Theatre Art Unit is partici-
pating in another theatre festival in
Kolkata, India. Rokeya Rafiq Baby
pointed out that they would stage

two plays at Rabindra Sadan in a
theatre festival arranged by West
Bengal Theatre Academy. She also
added, “We will stage Golapjan and
Court Martial. Both of the plays are
written and directed by SM
Solaiman.”

Fazlul Haque Smriti Committee'06 award

announced
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Paying homage to Fazlul
Haque, a pioneering cine-
journalist of our country,
the, Fazlul Haque Smriti
Committee has introduced
an award, says a press
release. The objective is to
honour cine-journalists
and film directors who
have demonstrated supe-
rior skills in their respective
fields.

This year, renowned
director and writer
Humayun Ahmed and cine
journalist Rafiquzzaman
won the award in the film

Award recipients Humayun Ahmed (R) and Rafiquzzaman (L) seen with Mustafa

Monwar and Rabeya Khatun

direction and cine journal-
ism category respectively.

Buzz

Oprah Winfrey makes diet books a hit

AP, New York

The Oprah book club has been quiet for months, but the
Winfrey touch remains golden.

Just ask the publishers of diet doctors Michael F Roizen
and MehmetC Oz.

Since an appearance last Thursday on Winfrey's televi-
sion talk show, books by Roizen and Oz have occupied the
top three spots on the best seller list of Amazon.com, with
customers buying both the book alone and the book and
DVD of their new work, YOU: On a Diet, and the hardcover
edition of a previous text, YOU: The Owner's Manual, a
million sellerin 2005 thanks in partto Winfrey.

"Oprah obviously has a passion for their work. It's very
exciting," said Martha Levin, publisher of the Free Press, an
imprint of Simon & Schuster that has increased the print run
of YOU: Ona Diet,from 650,000 to 950,000.

Winfrey's supportfor Roizen and Oz is separate from her
book club picks, which virtually guarantees hundreds of
thousands of sales. Her last official selection was 10
months ago, when she chose Elie Wiesel's Night, her
longest hiatus since she suspended the club for a year in
2002-2003.

"It has been a long time," Levin told the AP on Sunday,
"and publishers have been thinking about her club with

Oprah Winfrey

Sanchita in full form proud. On Saturday last, he was  much fanfare. because L'il Champs are here.” nostalgia.”
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