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Theatre

Title: Mangula

Troupe: Palakar

Venue: Experimental Theatre,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date & Time: October 11, at 7:00
pm

Jean-Claude
Carriére
Retrospective

Organisers: Zahir Raihan Film
Society & The Alliance Frangaise of
Dhaka

October 10

5:00pm The Mahabharata (Part 1)
7:00pm The Swanin Love

October 11
5:00pm The Return of Martin Guerre
7:00pm Passion

October 12
5:00pm La Nuit Bengali
7:30pm Slow Motion

Venue: Alliance Frangaise de Dacca,
26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Terra-Cotta
Ornaments
Exhibition

Title: Matir Gohonai Nari

Artist: Farhana Yasmin and Ashik
Hasan

Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of
Fine Arts, DU

Date: October 8-14

Time: 11 am to 8 pm

Printmaking
Exhibition

Title: Knock...

Artist: Tariq Julfiker

Venue: Alliance Frangaise de Dacca,
26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Date: October 13-26

Time: 9 am to 12 pm and 5 pmto 9
pm

In conversation with Shantonu

Tinkling melodies of santoor

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

T a recent musical concert at

Alliance Francaise,

Salahuddin Mahmud
Shantonu treated the audience to a
skillful performance on the santoor, a
Kashmiri folk instrument. The string
instrument, with a deep-rooted
history in the sub-continent, is made
of a trapezoid shaped wooden box
and played with a pair of flat wooden
pieces curved atthe end.

Since only a handful of musicians
including septuagenarian artiste
Mansur Ahmed, Nurul Islam and the
upcoming Shantonu, have so far
taken this up as a profession in our
country, the discussion naturally
veered as to what had inspired
Shantonu to learn the difficult art.

Trained under Pandit Shiv Kumar
Sharma for almost six years, the
young musician's passion for the
santoor developed from the time he
listened to the entrancing music in the
film Silsila composed by Sharma.
Shantonu closely followed the music
compositions in films such as Darr,
Chandni, and Sahiban and his eager-
ness to meet the man behind such
priceless compositions grew steadily.

Initially trained in classical vocals
by Sri Badol Chondo, Pandit Barin
Majumder and later Niaz Mohammad
Chowdhury, Shantonu craved to learn
more. “Pandit Sharma has been
coaching the younger generation in
santoor for over 20 years, and it was
all the more admirable as he did not
charge a penny in fees,” says
Shantonu. “The maestro had come to
perform in Dhaka and it was by sheer
luck that | met him at one of the festi-
vals. Sensing my passion to learn the
art, he took me in as his disciple in
1998.”

For the last five years Shantonu
has regularly travelled to Bombay for
his lessons. “As a world-class per-
former, demand for Shiv Kumariji's
performance is tremendous and his

hectic schedule made it difficult for
him to stay in Mumbai for long periods
of time. When he could do so, selec-
tive students got to train under him.
The lessons often stretched from two
to three hours and were on a one-to-
one basis. The first phase is to listen
and learn and the next is to take
notations if required. After a week of
practice one sat with the maestro to
pick up further intricate details.

“A student from Japan, Maree has
been training for over 11 years and is
adept in Indian classical music, playing
ragas and very complex taals as well,”
goeson Shantonu.

Shantonu has performed at con-
certs at Shilpakala Academy, Alliance
Francaise and the Bengal Foundation.
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“However, this exposure is not suffi-
cient from a career point of view,” says
Shantonu.

Shantonu has worked with Swanee
Zubayeer in the ghazal singer's recent
album and has also accompanied
Habib in his latest album. Lately he is
busy developing music videos and
fusion music for the private-TV chan-
nels in Dhaka. With the visuals of
Kathak, the sweet notes of rainfall, and
the isolation of valleys in his santoor, he
has named the episodes as Tarar
Shathey, Silent night and Ekakitto. ntv
viewers have heard him play the soft
sufiana notes of santoor with morning
ragasin Shokaler shur.

With such a long list of big-name
sponsors for cultural events, the time

seems ripe to think about creating an
orchestra with a minimum number of
25 violinists, two-four tabla players,
three rhythm artistes, a saxophone
player, four sitar and sarod players,
keyboardist, and a cello player. "The
orchestra is likely to appeal to the
audience because of its unique build-
up and even if you pay the artistes a
monthly payment of Taka 20,000
each, should be a viable venture for
the sponsors,” he says.

"The role of sponsors is all the more
important as, unlike the situation in
India, the audience is very segmented
in Bangladesh and creates a challeng-
ing proposition when you think of doing
anything on alarge scale! Forinstance,
people wholisten to Harano diner gaan
don't listen to band music. Likewise,
adhunik listeners often don't listen to
folk albums. Generally speaking,
lovers of Nazrul and Tagore songs also
don't prefer to listen to other main-
stream music. In India, in comparison
there are over one lakh sales centres
catering to a cross section of listeners.
In fact for categories such as ghazals
there are no less than five lakh listen-
ers. Although the film soundtracks are
the most saleable product, that too has
huge international market," Shantonu
adds.

“To develop this art form, one
needs to look at it from a world-stage
point of view. The instrument has
been closely intertwined with the
cultural scene for over centuries, and |
see no reason why with the help of
patrons, it cannot thrive for centuries
more,” sums up the talented musi-
cian and composer.

Three-day cultural programme

by Udichi's UK unit

Artiste of Udichi, UK perform Tagore's Shyama

Prior to the seventh anniversary of
Udichi Shilpi Goshti in UK, a three-
day cultural programme was organ-
ised at Mile and Park Art Pavilion,
East London recently, says a press
release.

The cultural event featured

classical music, dance, exhibition of
books, staging of Tagore's dance
drama Shyama and others. Along
with the activists of the organisation,
guest artistes also performed at the
programme.

Atthe inaugural, participants paid

Shamsur Rahman. Professor Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui was the chief
guest while Golam Mostafa, presi-
dent of Udichi Shilpi Goshthi, UK
Unit, chaired the programme.

The get together for Bangla-
deshi expats pulled in a huge

George Lucas readies ‘Clone

Wars' for TV

The wars aren't over for Star Wars
creator George Lucas.

Lucas said last week he's making
an animated TV series of Clone Wars
that could air next year, although he
hasn'tsold the show to a network yet.

The series is set during the time
when the Republicis fighting a civil war
against separatists led by Count
Dooku.

The mythic period hasn'tbeen dealt
with too much in the popular Star Wars
movies, so "it's a fun place to go,"
Lucas said.

"It basically has all the main charac-
ters" such as Anakin Skywalker and
Obi-Wan Kenobi, Lucas said, but the
stars who played them in the movies
won'tvoice themforthe TV show.

The show is planned as a continua-
tion of the Emmy-winning Clone Wars
that aired in 25 episodes on the Car-
toon Network from 2003 to 2005. That
series used limited animation. The
new version will use 3-D computer
graphics.

Source:internet

TV Watch

Special Talk Show on World
Health Day

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

O Mon Monrey--a special talk
show on World Health Day will be
aired on Channel i today at
3:50pm. The programme will
focus on suicide: its causes, how
it can be prevented and the impor-

i

Popular Islamic talk show on ATN
Bangla Islam ki boley, amra ki kori
has received The Asian City-Dhaka
Cultural Reporters Unity (DCRU)
Award 2005 as the 'Best Islamic
Programme' in the television cate-
gory. Establishment secretary Dr
Mahbubur Rahman presented the
award at the National Theatre
Stage, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy recently, according to a
pressrelease.

The programme is the first
Islamic talk show in the country and
has been aired on ATN Bangla since
2004. The talk show aims at break-
ing the traditional mould through
identifying and discussing national
and international issues from an
Islamic perspective. The topics
include political instability, social
injustice, poverty, unemployment,
terrorism, corruption, world security,
price hike of essentials and toler-
ance in Islam. Noted political lead-
ers, political analysts, educationists,
bureaucrats, lawyers, legislators,
journalists, women activists and

tance of raising social awareness
againstit.

In today's competitive and
stressful environment, suicide
has become a very common
phenomenon. Very often this
extreme step is linked to mental
iliness.

The show will feature discus-
sions from renowned artist
Mustafa Monwar and Anowara
Syed Hugq. Professor M A Sobhan
will give a scientific explanation of
suicide. A short film on suicide will
also be shown. Dr Salauddin
Kauser will host the programme.
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Award recipients seen with the chief guest (2-R)

members of other religious commu-

nities participate in the discussions.
Hosted by eminent Islamic

thinker and nuclear scientist Dr M

Shamsher Ali, the talk show is aired
every Friday at 10:30am and every
Wednesday at4:20pm.

Gabbar Singh's new look

"Amjad Khan and | struck a good friendship
during Sholay. In fact, | wanted to play the role
of Gabbar Singh and | told this to Ramesh Sippy
(producer-director of the original Sholay),"
Amitabh Bachchan said at a function held to

reveal Gabbar's Singh's new look.

It has been three days since the shooting of
Ram Gopal Varma's Sholay remake has begun
and the film is expected to be released in May

2007.

"30 years ago Gabbar Singh was the villain

of Sholay, but today | think he's the real

This film is the greatest challenge of my life,"

Varma said.

"l am overwhelmed and embarrassed to

unveil this new look," said Bachchan.

hero.
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Ram Gopal Varma (L) and Amitabh Bachchan unveil the new look

discussion, recitation, rendition of rich tributes to the late poet crowd. The 2003 version of Clone Wars on Cartoon Network Source: Internet of Gabbar Singh
e
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