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Talks finally start today

Both sides rigid on Hasan, authority over
defence and EC reconstitution

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amid heightened hope in the
public mind, the much awaited
dialogue between ruling BNP and
opposition Awami League (AL)
kicks off today in'Jatiya Sangsad
‘Bhaban to break the ongoing polit-
ical impasse over longstanding
‘proposals forelectoral reforms.

On the eve of the secretary-
general level formal talks, BNP
Chairperson also Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia and AL President also
Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina yesterday in parliament
expressed their hopes that the
dialogte willbe meaningful.

BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan and AL General
Secretary Abdul Jalil, who will sit
for one to one talks at 11:30am
today; were busy vesterday in last
minute preparations in'consulla-
tion with | their respective party
high commands.

The AL presidium sat for an

emergency meeting last night to
hammer out the last minute details
ofits strategy for the first day of the
talks. "Our presidium met tonight
to strategise,” said Abdul Jalil after
the meeting last night but he
declined to elaborate.

"We hope thatwe cansitwith an
openmind to reach a consensus on
electoral reforms for holding a free
and fair election," Jalil, also the
coordinator of 14-party opposition
coalition, told reporters.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

MAJOR REFORM PROPOSALS
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commissioners have to be done in consultation with political parties. The
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i Comput&rlseu mer Iists and voter identity cards will lmve tobe prepared and
electronic voting will have to be introduced.
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' STAR REPORT

OUTAGE

Road blocked,
power office
attacked again

Agitation for power continued
yesterday all over the country
including in Dhaka and Teknaf.

In the capital, power starved
people blocked the Tongi diversion
road at Tejgaon and the Jatrabari-
Demra road for about an hour that
led to a huge traffic gridlock in a
widearea.

Residents from BG press staff
quarter at Tejagaon and Begunbari
vandalised five vehicles on Tongi
diversion road and blocked the
road in the evening following Ifiar,
Hundreds of people from all walks
of life came out of mosques after
their Magrib prayers and joined the
agitating people on the street
demanding relief from -power
outages.

Locals complained of havingno
power since Tuesday evening after
the transmitter for the area went
outoforder and the authorities did
nol even bother to repairit,
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PM hopes reasonable: Hasina urges Khaleda to :

solution to impasse

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Primne Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day said she hoped that good sense
will prevall and the main opposi-
tion will agree to a reasonable
solution to the impasse over elec-
toral reforms through dialogue, not
confrontation.

"Ilime is running out fast..a
consensus must be reached
quickly and it mustbe reached with
us," Khaleda, also chairperson of
ruling BNP said in her speech
concluding the 23rd session of
parlinment.

The tenure of the present parlia-
mentexpires on October 27,

"Itwill be better for the nation as
well as for you [main opposition
Awami League (AL)] to come to a
agreement soon,” the PM said,
urging the AL to sit in a dialogue
without any pre-condition.

"We do not put any condition to
holding the talks. But, where is the
scope for a consensus if you con-
tinue putting conditions, threaten-
ing and talking in a language of
confrontation?” Khaleda said. She

accept reform proposals

stressed the need for creating a

friendly atmosphere among the :
political parties before the election :

to improve the democratic envi-
ronment,

"They [AL] did not hear us when
they were in power. But we want to

listen to them as we want the next
election to be held in a peacefil
atmosphere,” she said. "We want a

contested election with participa-

: STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition in

: Parliament Sheikh Hasina yester-
. day asked the prime minister to

tion of all so that people can choagse ©
: logueexists,Thope the government

their representatives inaccordance
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immediately implement the elec-
toral reform proposals after reach-
ing a'consensus through a dialogue
with the opposition so the people
can exercise their constitutional
rightto universal franchise, ]

"Since a possibility for a dia-

will accept the demand at the

discussion table. Accepting the
demand it should give up the plan
for stealing votes and should rather
concentrate on protecting the
people’s votes," Hasina, also the
president of Awami League (AL}, °
said while addressing the House on
the last day of the 8th parliament
yesterday,

In her concluding speech that
went on for an hour and eight
minutes, Hasina pledged to reduce
prices of everyday essentials, solve
the crisis of power supply within a
year and bring real infrastructure
dcvelopmenx in the country il her
party is voted to power in the next
election. A

‘Branding Justice KM Hasan as a
BNP partisan and accusing him of
being involved with the killing of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, she said, "We want a nel-
wral and non-partisan caretaker
govermnment in accordance with the
constitution. If KM Hasan' is
appointeditwillbeaviolation ofthe
constitution, as the constitution

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

EFFECTIVENESS OF 8TH ]S
Final day's sitting
sees healthy debate

PM attends 195 out of 373
workdays, Hasina below 50

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The cumrent parliament sat on the
last workday yesterday before
curtain is brought down on it after
23 days aglld debates between the
quling and main opposition parties
- &seﬁacﬂmm of the House
“inthelastfiveyears,

Speaker Jamiruddin Sirear in an
inventive move declared names of
2] lawmakers who attended maxt-
mum .of | t!m*. 373,
s@ssions ,;Hnuse since
October 26, 20!31 %v n the current
parliamentstarted.

The Speaker declared to reward
these lawmakers to encourage
others to attend the House regu-
larly a5 the current parliament has
faced severe quorum crisis since
the beginning because of absence
of the main opposition Awami

League (AL).

Despite the ruling alliance’s
two-thirds majority in the House,
the functions of the House were
stopped on several oceasions due
o/ quorum crisis or absence of 60
lawmakersin thechamber.

The ourrent parliament; which

conid to fulfil the five-year |

tenire, was lucky vesterday to hive
the mdin opposition lawmakers on
the Jast workday, The previous

‘parliament did nothave thatluck.

In her speech concluding the
23rd session of the current parlia-
ment, Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
termed this completion of tenure
"a milestone" for parliamentary
dempcracy.

Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar
termed the five years of the House,
which expires on October 27;
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F'HCITO STAR

Agitating jute mill workers stage a sit-in near AK Khan Gata in Pah artali inthe port city yeaterday, bincking the Dhaka-
Chittagong Highway for four hours; to press home their demans for payment of arrears. -

Order given to arrest
local operators of
terrors hiding abroad

UNB, Dhaka

The home ministry has directed
the intelligence agencies to arrest
the local operators of the top ter-
rors hiding abroad, as the authori-
ties have information that they
waere planning to kill personalities
like former vice-chancellor of
National University Dr Aftab
Ahmed.

The directive came fror ameet-

| it on law and order at the home

ministry yesterday with State
Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babarin the chair,

Ahome ministry official said the
intelligence ‘agencies have been
atked to gather information about
the local operators so that they
could be putintojails.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Home Secretary
Safar Raj Hossain, Inspecror
General of Police {IGP) Anwarul
Igbal, Director General of Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) MA Aziz

Sarker and other officials con-
cerned.

Emerging from the meeting, the
state minister told journalists that
the investigation into the killing of
Draftabis progressing "reasonably
well",

About the country's law and
order situation, Babar said the law
and order is now better and it will
continue to improve.

"I've ordered the law enforcérs
to take necessary steps so that the
situation cannot deteriorate after
the present government hands
over power to 4 caretaker govemn-
ment," hesaid.

Referring 1o a list of syndicates
résponsible for the price hike of
essentials, the minister said he did
not get any list of syndicates from
the commerce ministry to arrest
them.

Replying to another query, the
state minister said illegal toll col-
lection from the vehicles carrying
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DEMAND FOR SALARY
Jute mill workers
block Dhaka-Ctg
highway for 4hrs

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Thousands of people travelling to -
the port city and the capital faced -

immense sufferings yesterday as

the agitating jute mill workers in -
Chittagong blockaded the Dhaka- *
Chittagong Highway at different. -
pointsofthedivisionto press home
their demands for payment of

SEE PAGE 1S5 COLS

ANNOUNGEMENT |

Tumormw._

publish a two-
page special:
Election2007:A . \gli®
New Arith- —

metic, an in-depth anatynls of
the upcoming election scenario
by Nazim Kamran Chuudhur?.
the man who correctly pre-
dicted the 2001 election résults,
Please make sure not to iss the
publication of his sensational
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Now available in

Introducing WeatherCoat

Smooth Sheen —the modern

look of ruggedness coupled
with the shiny touch of
sophistication. Exceptional

slepance and durability comes

now with-a new shiny look.
Torrential rain, hard sun,

fungus - WeatherCoat Smooth
Sheen stays new, with quality
outlasting the effect of time.

Anti fungal «Anti fading «Anti flaking

website: www. bergerbd.com
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