Suffering of city dwellers mount

TAWFIQUE ALI

While the city dwellers suffer
every day from illegal car parking
on main roads and footpaths, the
authorities concerned play the
role of mere onlookers.

Public thoroughfares particu-
larly in the city's Gulshan, Kemal
Ataturk Avenue, Mohakhali com-
mercial area and Dhanmondi are
choked with illegal partaking
denying free movement of vehi-
cles and pedestrians.

These roads and footpaths are
not only occupied by illegally
parked cars, but also with con-
struction materials kept by build-
ers. Most of the roadside com-
mercial and other establishments
have no or inadequate parking
facilities.

"Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC), Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) and Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartripakkha (Rajuk)
are supposed to look into this
problem but they failed to check
it," said Sajed Khan, a university
teacher and resident of
Dhanmondi.

President of Centre for Urban
Studies (CUS) Prof Nazrul Islam
said it is the duty of DCC to keep
the footpaths free from obstruc-
tion. DMP has to ensure smooth
traffic movement and Rajuk must
punish builders who do not
arrange parking facilities.

"But none of them can dis-
charge their responsibility
because of corruption," Islam
said.

Even owners of renowned
shopping malls and chain super

stores in these posh areas allow
illegal car parking in front of their
establishments.

These commercial establish-
ments have constructed buildings
without keeping parking provi-
sions violating approved design.
But later many of them managed
to get permission from the DCC to
park vehicles in a single file (line)
ontheroad.

"We make sure that adequate
car parking provision is there in
the design of a proposed building
before we approve a plan," said
an authorised officer of Rajuk.

"Errant building owners rent
out parking space for commercial
purposes," he said. "These peo-
ple are so influential that they
even override the government,
law and rules and Rajuk cannot
take any action against them.
Sometimes such illegal practices
are carried out in connivance with
the Rajuk as well."

Rajuk Chairman KAM Harun
could not be contacted despite
repeated attempts to have his
comments on the allegation.

"This is just not understand-
able how the governmentremains
permissive to such a blatant
violation by illegal occupiers of
footpath and roads in disregard of
civic rights to move freely in the
streets," said a Gulshan resident
Shifat Nasreen.

Traffic congestion due to illegal
parking on the roads and foot-
paths in front of various commer-
cial set-ups along the Gulshan
Avenue stretching from Shooting
Club to Gulshan north commer-
cial areais a daily phenomenon.

Part of the thoroughfares and
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In 1839 missionary Reverend Robinson wrote about Tejgaon, “Six miles from Dacca is a village
called Tejgaon. It was once a populated area. Now one has to cross dense jungle patches to
reach Tejgaon, which happened to be gardens at the time. The walls still mark the presence of
some of the gardens. It is necessary to be cautious from attacks of tigers while crossing the gar-

dens.”

Most city commercial buildings lack parking facility.

footpaths around the 14-storey
Landmark building, the

12-storey Gulshan Tower and
other tall buildings in the Gulshan
north commercial area near
circle-2 remain occupied in a
manner as if the spaces are des-
ignated for parking.

The picture is even worse at
two intersections of Gulshan with

all the commercial establish-
ments using the public space as
their parking lot. Road no-17 and
other areas in Kemal Ataturk
Avenue appear to be parking lot of
commercial establishments.
Many high-rise buildings and
towers housing scores of private
universities, restaurants, residen-
tial hotels and commercial estab-

lishments are located on the
avenue.

Chief Executive Officer of DCC
M Saifuddin Ahmed said as per
decision of the Good Governance
and Development Committee of
the Prime Minister's Office, the
DMP has to keep city streets and
footpaths free of illegal occu-
pancy.

"We have written to the DMP
many times in this regard but
there has been no significant
result," Ahmed said.

Asked whether DCC has
authority to allow car parking on
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Dirty water from overhead sewerage seeps through
the concrete ceiling of the Karwan Bazar pedestrian
underpass. Although workers were seen yesterday
trying to wipe the floor. But they said too much water
was constantly pouring down from the leaks.
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Duping or educating ?

Students protest mismanagement of a city educational institute

DURDANA GHIAS

The academic future of over 30
interior designing course students
of Exterior-Interiors (P) Ltd (EX-
IN) is at stake as the organisation
refuses to keep the promises
made during counselling and
admission.

Students of several batches
who demanded access to library,
computer facilities, syllabus,
qualified teachers and learning
materials were recently expelled
by the administrators, who run the
Dhanmondi-based facility from
Kolkata.

According to former and cur-
rent students, teachers and for-
mer employees, the students
often fall victims to EX-IN's gross
mismanagement and end up
paying exorbitant and hidden
fees.

Students alleged that EX-IN
illegally expelled the students
threatening them with announce-
ment of the expulsion in the
media. The students accused EX-
IN of luring youngsters through
"impressive brochures and prom-
ises" to pay a fee of up to Tk
88,000 each for the one-year
course.

In the brochure EX-IN uses an
address in San Diego, USA, as its
branch office and promises "credit
transfer" for successful students.
Since 1995 not a single student

from Dhaka received any credit
transfer to USA. Once the stu-
dents enrol and pay the entire
fees, cleverly guarded hidden
fees start popping up, students
alleged.

When contacted, Golam
Mostafa Mortaza, EX-IN's center
head in Dhaka, declined to com-
ment and asked this correspon-
dent to contact their office in
Kolkata by email. When emailed
on September 6, the Kolkata
office denied the allegations, and
re-directed this correspondent to
the Dhaka office. The Kolkata
office also provided a list of former
successful students with their
telephone numbers.

Arifur Rahman Arif, who EX-IN
claimed to have excelled and
received a gold medal, is pres-
ently a colour consultant at a
paints company. He accused EX-
IN of using his name for propa-
ganda.

"EX-IN has no fulltime teach-
ers, no resources, no reference
books. They make false promises
about credit transfers to USA.
There is no specific syllabus.
Students have no contact with
high officials or policymakers.
They (EX-IN) lack transparency
and once you pay up you are
completely alone," Arif said.

"They have no US connec-
tions; credits are not transferable
and all this is a trick to lure unsus-
pecting youth," he added.

Dejected students of EX-IN face uncertainty.

There are also allegations
about EX-IN's examination sys-
tem. Question papers for final
examination come from Kolkata,
which the students find having no
relevance with what they had
been taught. On average four out
of 10 students are able to pass.

In response to queries from
Star City, EX-IN's Programme
Manager in Kolkata Partha Pratim
Chakraborty in his email said that
the syllabus and number of stu-
dents are the 'company secrets.'
He claimed that EX-IN has pro-
vided jobs to 'at least 1000 stu-
dents.'

"Nowhere the students of EX-

IN are given computers, internet
orlibrary facilities. Itis not our fault
if someone assumes that we
provide these facilities,"
Chakraborty said. "Itis impossible
for an organisation to run for more
than ten years with allegations of
duping," he added.

According to sources in the
ministry of education, hundreds of
centres, offering various courses,
have mushroomed in the city
without any approval or monitor-
ing by the ministry. A ministerial
source said that a proposal to
regulate such centres is now
under consideration.

Dhaka: Yesterda
tomorrow

Dr Abul Barkat

Star City (SC): What is your first
memory of Dhaka?

Dr Abul Barkat (AB): | first came
to Dhaka in 1969 during the East
Pakistan Education Week, before
the days of the mass movement. |
was, at the time, a class eight
student of Kushtia Zila School. |
came to participate in a classical
song 'singing competition' accom-
panied by my headmaster, to be
held at Dhaka College. We
resided at the Residential Model
School hostels.

There were three groups
senior, intermediate and junior. |
was in the junior group.

Before joining the fray | had

practiced singing classical songs
for 10 years. There were also
dance groups. Girls too came
along with us to sing and perform
dances but we were too shy to talk
to them. | stood third. The judges
Ostad Mushi Raisuddin, Lyricist
Azad Rahman and Abdul Alim,
were quite impressed with my
performance, patted my head and
said: “You will be a great singer
oneday”.

SC: What was the city like when
you first came to Dhaka?

AB: When | started from Kushtia
we first went to Goalanda by train
and we changed ferry four times

today and

from the Padma to reach Dhaka.
Gulistan was the first attraction,
which was famous for cinema. At
that time the movie 'Talash' was
being screened in the theatres. It
had a song 'mai hu rickshawala
mastana'; it was one of my favour-
ite songs.

There were no traffic jams or
big buildings in the metropolis and
it was not so populated. To me
there was one difference between
Dhaka and Kushtia -- the build-
ings -- Dhaka had five storied
buildings while buildings in
Kushtia had only two storeys.

The other attractions of the city
were the Dhaka University (DU)

campus, Race Course and the TV
tower and DIT building. Dhaka
was then more rustic and to me
the people of Dhaka seemed very
mechanical -- nothing compared
tothe present state.

In 1973, after the Liberation
War, | came to Dhaka to appear
for admission tests to DU,
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) and Dhaka Medical
College (DMC) and although |
passed all tests, | selected chem-
istry at DU. | resided in Fazlul
Haque Hall with my brother and
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The latest crop of quotes from the city's press --
words worth repeating, we feel, for their
humour, insight or sheer outrageousness. Star
City does not necessarily support the opinions
expressed in this column.

“If our demands are not met, you [people]
be ready and come to Dhaka from villages,
upazilas and districts with oars rowing
poles and with whatever you have when |
will call you"

-- Sheikh Hasina

Awami League President and Leader of the Opposition
Said at a grand rally at Paltan Maidan to resist the caretaker government
headed by KM Hasan and election commission headed by MA Aziz, on
Monday.

Source: The Daily Star

"Donors only talk about the corruption of
Bangladesh"

-- Saifur Rahman

Finance Minister

Told reporters after a meeting of cabinet purchase committee, on Thursday.
Source: Prothom Alo

"An investigation is a continuous process
and it is going on"

-- Lutfozzaman Babar

State Minister for Home Affairs

Told reporters about the executive inquiries into the deaths in 'crossfire' and
‘encounter, on Friday. Source: sep 23, Saturday, The Daily Star

"It has been proven that the case was filed
on political grounds to harass the former
president”

-- Judge SM Mojibur Rahman

Said in the verdict acquitting Jatiya Party Chairman HM Ershad of graft
charges and referring to a petition filed by Ershad in 1999 claiming that the
government filed the case on political grounds, on Sunday.

Source: The Daily Star

"l was supposed to go back home this
morning. | do not know how my family will
get the news of my arrest and how my wife
will run the family”

-- Mohammad Russell

A day labourer and a victim of mass arrest

Told reporters while he was being transported in a prison van with other
detainees, on Sunday. Source: sep18, Monday, The Daily Star

"According to our corporate social respon-
sibilities we believe that it is our responsi-
bility to do something for the welfare of the
society, but later revised the decision as
sponsoring a public toilet project would
give a negative impression of us"

-- A high official of Rahimafrooz, one of the for-
mer sponsors of mobile toilet

Told a reporter as the mobile toilet project is in limbo due to a breach of
verbal monetary promises from the sponsors, on Tuesday.

Source: The Daily Star

"It is not possible to post corrupt people in
those posts. | have no scope for proceeds
by taking extra responsibility”

-- Md Abdullah

Technical Director, West Zone Power Distribution Company
Told reporters about his being employed in the posts of chief engineers of

Khulna and Barisal and director (finance) in the central office, on Thursday.
Source: Prothom Alo

Dr Barkat disapproves mall centric economy.

e-malil: starcity@thedailystar.net
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