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25.;,killed as storm
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and 39 Navystaffat Mongla.

The disasteroccurred as asudden
storm under the influence of a
depression lashed at the coastal belt
from 7:30pm till 9:00pm at aspeed of
100 to 130 kilometres per hour and
generatedwavesashighas 40 feet,

Meanwhile, the normal life in the
capitalwas also hampered due to the
continuous drizzle, A fewer number
of people were seen in the streets
while commuters suffered as the
rickshaw-puliers and drivers of CNG
three-wheelers and cabs hiked up
the fares.

A special met office bulletin said
the well marked low in the Bay is
likely to intensifyfurtherand move in
anorth-westerly direction. All fishing
boats and trawlers over the North
Bay have been advised to remain
close to the coast and proceed with
caution till furthernotice.

Our Cox's Bazar correspondent
reports: About 600 fishermen with 50
fishing boats from Cox's Bazar
remained missing for two days as the
sen turned rough due to adepression
inthe Bay,

Mojibur Rahman, president of
Fishing Boats Owners' Association of
Cox's Bazar, told The Daily Star that
the missing boats went out to the sea
onTuesday. "We are anxious for their
safereturn,” headded.

AbdulHamid, ownerofone of the
fost trawlers, said only four of the 11
men on his boat had made it back
homeyesterday.

A rescue official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said he was
hopeful that many of the missing
were rescued by other boats or man-
aged to survive by swimming to the
smallislandsthatdotthe coast.

Mizanur Rahman managed to
swim ashore at Cox's Bazar beach
yesterday after his boat sank. "Our
boat was being tossed by high waves
and it suddenly went down," Mizan
told the Associated Press from his
hospital bed. "Only four of us man-
agedtoswimashore.”

Meanwhile, Water Development
Hoard sources said about two kilo-
metres of flood contolembankment
in Maheshkhali Island was washed
away by unusual high tides in the last
two days.
NAVALCOMMANDERKILLED
Our Khulna correspondent reports:
A naval officer was killed when a
patrol boat of the Bangladesh Navy
man aground at Akram Point in the
Bay of Bengal due to Tuesday's vio-
lentstorm in thesouthermn bay.

The bodyofLt Commander Feroz
Kabir, one of the captains of the BN

- Shahid Farid, was recovered yester-
day noon from the spot by the naval

rescue forces. Thirty-nine other
crews of the ship were also rescued
during the operation aided by a
Bangladesh Armyhelicopter.

According to Bagerhat district
administration sources, the vessel
was carried away by strong gales and
fierce cumrents when the sudden
storm hit the coastal belts of the
Sundarbans.

Over 500 fishermenstill remnainecd
missing as the storm left at least 200
fishing trawlers capsized in the Bay of
Bengal alongthe Sundarbans, Search
isontorescuetheill-fated.

Hundreds of people of the coastal
belt, left homeless due to the storm,
have taken refuge at the Dublarchar
cycloneshelter.

Our Chittagong office reports:
Twenty-five fishermen narrowly
escaped death in the deep sea on
Tuesday evening when a private
fishing vessel rescued them after
their boat sank due to the storm,
some 200 kilometres off Chittagong
city.

t:"Tlm rescued feared death ofmany
fishermen as nearly 36 engine boats
wereintheroughseaatthattime.

Captain AbuTaher of Hart Ford-2,
which rescued the survivors, how-
ever said they did not get any warn-
ing from the met affice although the
seawasough.

Aecording to the boat owners'
association of the district, the boat
carrying the fishermen from
Chakoriaand Banshkhali capsized in
the Bay duringthe violentstorm.

Our Patuakhali correspondent
reports: Bodies of five fishermen
were recovered in Kuakata coast
areas yesterday while at least 1,000
fishermen aboard over 100 fishing
trawlers remained missing in the Bay
in the last two days. Abdus Salam,
president of trawler owners associa-
tion of Mohipur, confirmed the
news,

The Patuakhali district adminis-
tration, however, in a [ax message
sent to the higher authorities men-
tioned that 470 fishermen with 37
trawlerswere missingin the Bay.
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Citizens' body
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Ferdous spoke during the
programme.

The speakers said power out-
ages in Narayangan] worsened
recently. Household water sup-
plies, production in the industries
and students' studies -- everything
dependent on electricity is
immensely affected due to the
outage.

DESA authorities assured the
commitiee of resolving the situa-
ton saomn. : .

Govt indifference
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another deer poaching group said
they know eight groups from four
villages near the Sundarbans who
are poaching deer. They said there
is a group in Mirgaon village, two
each in Tengrakhali and Kultgli
villages, and three groups in
ChhotoVetkhalivillage.

Most of the poachers prefer the
right bank of Tushkhali river in
Malancha area of the forest under
Kadamtola forest station in
Satkhira as the ideal place [or lay-
ingtraps, they said.

Loeal residents said apart from
professional poachers, many
peoplego tothe forest with permis-
sion from the forest department
and kill a good number of deer.
Sometimes corrupt forest depart-
ment staff, who accompany them,
donatbarthem from poaching due
to underhanded dealings, the
residents alleged.

Venison sells for Tk 120 a kilo-
gram in the Sundarbans region.
The local people and poachers said
organised influential groups from
Shyamnagar, Kaliganj and even
from Satkhira town come to the
area in private ears and buy veni-
son. "Sometimes the meat is even
sold in thecapital," said apoacher.

The poachers said usually
female deer become the victims
since male deer often jump over
thetraps.

Sometimes the poachers sell
deer trapped and killed a day ago.
'We pinch and pull the dead deer's
skin, ifit comes off easily we donot
sell the meat," said apoacher.

Station Officer of Kadamtola
Forest Station Golam Mostafa
however said he has no informa-
tion about deer poaching.

Conservator of Forest Monoj
Kanti Roy said if anyone poaches
deer, legal actions are taken against
him under the Wildlife Act.

He, however, said some spo-
radic incidents may take place, but
those do not have much of an
impact on the total deer popula-
tion. "If the deer population
decreases, it will automatically
have an impact on the tiger popu-
lation," Monoj said.

In recent years deer poaching
inureased significantly as the local
people who used to earn their
livings catching shrimp fry turned
into poachers after the forest
department had imposed a ban on
cafching shrimp fry, local residents
and anumberofpoachers said.

Forest department officials are
also reluctant to arrest poachers or
other criminals because of their
utter disinterest in attending court
hearings.

Forest department staff posted
in the Sundarbans said if they
arrestanyone with poached deer or

illegally cut woods in his or her
possession and produce them
before courts they have to keep
attending the courts for a long
time, even for several years, but
they never get any travel allowance
forattending the courts,

~."If we arrest any poacher or
other offenders we have to go o
Khulnaor Bagerhat to be present at
the court as witness. Each trip cost
me around Tk 300, but we do not
get the money from the authori-
ties," said a forest department
official seeking anonymity.

Asked whether the authorities
provide travel allowance, he said,
“In my 30 years of service | did not
get any travel allowance for the last
27 years."

An official in charge of a forest
station said sometimes he cannot
g0 out on pateols as two or three of
his colleagues are either in
Bagerhat or Khulna to attend court
hearings of cases which were filed
when they were posted there. "If
someone goes on a leave the situa-
tion is usually aggravared,” he said
adding that sometimes he only
remains at the station to guard the
firearms and othervaluables.

He said they have engine boats
for patrolling, but the authorities
never provide them with the fuel
cost. "The system itself makes the
officials indulge in corruption," he
lamented.

Forest officials said their col-
leagues in deep forest usually have
to cut deals with organised gangs of
bandits in order to protect their
age-old firearms and to save their
jobs.

"We request the bandits not to
loot our firearms and in return we
allow them to extort money from
fishermen and to loot valuable
woods and sometimes even tiger
hides,” said a forest department
official wishing anonymity.

Itis not possible to challenge the
bandits with age-old firearms anda
small number of manpower.
"Sometimes the bandits come to
rest in the forest stations and our
colleagues remain on guard while
the bandits sieep inside the sta-
tions," said a forest guard who
during his 30 years of §ervice faced
such situations several times.

“We must be supplied with
modern arms and ammunition to
curh grimes in the Sundarbans,"
said an official of the forest depart-
ment. "The forest guards use guns
manufactured in the 405 or 50s,
They cannot even fire the weapons
in one attempt as the bullets they
usedate backto 1961-1962."

The forest officials said some-
times the forest department staff
do nat even dare to fire their weap-
ons dueto legal complexities.
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Unhappy' AL
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of speakers at the rally. They also

hinted that they might not take to

the streets in today's countrywide

dawn-to-duskhartal.

“Though we always wotk so
hard for our party, we are being
deprived compared to those who
do not at all work for the party,” a
senior AL leader said, preferring
notto benamed.

In reply to a question, he said
why they would take to the streets
in blockade programme and hartal
a5 they have been neglected by the
Ear&y repeatedly. They had to work

ard to orgmﬁse the grand rally but
they could notaddressit, he regret-
ted.

The opposition combine
enforces a countrywide 6:00am to
6:00pm hartal today following its
ix-hour road-rail-waterway block-
ade programme from 6:00am
yesterday to press home its
demand for reforms in the care-
taker government and Election
Commission (EC).

Many of the senior AL leaders
including presidium members
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Amir
Hossain Amu, Abdur Razzak and
Tofail Ahmed could not address
Monday's grand rally.

AL sources said influential party
leaders Amu, Razzak, Tofail and
Jalil worked hard for several days
for organising the massive rally.

But many of the junior and mid-
level leaders of the AL and a num-
ber of leaders of AL allies including
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), 11-
Party and National Awami Party
delivered speechesat the rally.

Outlaw
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Following his confessional state-
ment, a CID team took Sahabulalong
to Bhogailbagdi in Alamdanga
upazila to arrest his accomplices
andrecover hidden firearms.

When the team reached
Sahebnagar at around 4:00am, the
PBCP men started firing on the
police, prompting the law enfore-
ers to retaliate.

Sahabul was caught in
'erossfire’ and died on the spot
while trying to escape paolice cus-
tody, claimed police.

Police recovered a firearm and 3
bullets from the spot.

Chuadanga police said Sahabul
was accused in ten cases filed with
different police stations of the
district including six murder cases.

Jamaat sits Oct 8
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exploratory mission will also be on
the agenda.

For aver a month, BNP and its
key ally Jamaat have been haggling
over quite a few issues, sources
sald.

The chronicle started with

BNP's invitation tw the deposed
military ruler Ershad o the ruling
alliance, and on August 23 key
leaders of Jamaat met Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia to express
their dissatisfaction regarding the
possible entry of Ershad into the
alliance.

Jamaat leaders stressed that
they have the strength to win the
election if a few loopholes existin
in the alliance could be amended,
and decided to announce their
official stand after the majlish-e-
shura meeting.

In the mean time, JP Chairman
Ershad said he had no discussion
about joining the ruling alliance
with Jamaat Secretary also Social
Welfare Minister Ali Ahsan
Muhammad Mujaheed during
their stay in Saudi Arabia. Rumours
were rife that they talked about seat
sharing in the parliament. The [P
chairman came back home on
September 9 and the Jamaat secre-
tary came back on September 10.

ecently, the proposal of PM for

a secretary level dialogue between

AL and BNP irked Jamaat leaders

and they observed that other com-

Enn ents of the ruling alliance must
elnvited to the fable.

Besides, PM's practice of
announcing election candidates in
rallies across the county have
started arift between the two ruling
parties, sources said.

The US-based NDI and EU
exploratory mission met Jamaat
and discussed various issues
including the possibility of holding
an election and possible violence
preceding, during and after the
election, citing the incidents of
torture on minorities following the
election victory of the four-party
alliance in2001.

All these issues will dominate
the coming meeting of majlish-e-
shura, according to the sources.

Oriental Bank
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and took away money violating
banking rules and regulations.

"At least five high officials of
Oriental ank have been sacked for
involvement in the crime," one
source said.

Salman Karim, a member of the
dissalved board, placed the three-
year plan outlining ways to restruc-
ture the bank if the former board
getsitback.

The proposal outlines that the
board will issue rights share of Tk
100 crore. It also seeks that the
central bank exempt Oriental Bank
from maintaining cash reserve
ratio (CRR) and statufory liquidity
requirement (SLR) for three years
more.

The dissolved board also sought
Tk 200 erore refinance facility from
the BB foranother three years.

But officials at Oriental Bank
expressed doubts over the dis-
solved board's new plan and said
the situation will worsen if they get
back the bank. "The board mem-
bers who had earlier misappropri-
ated huge money from the bank
cannotsaveit,” said one official.

In June this year, the BB dis-
solved the board forits inefficiency
in operating the bank, and in the
interestof depositors.

Dhaka blockaded
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near Tongi for about two hours
from B:00am.

They also vandalised a bus and
two CNG autorickshaws near the
Tongi rail gate.

AL and its allies brought out
processionsg and held rallies at
different parts in the capital during
the blockade, Two erackers wentoff
inside an AL rally near the Khilgaon
flyover. Demonstrators damaged a
taxicab at Malibagh and a double
decker busat Gabtoli.

At least 32 people, including a
few policemen and journalists,
were injured, in clashes between
the activists of AL and ruling BNF at
Koddarmorh on the Dhaka-Bogra
highway in Sirajganj district, our
Sirajganjcorrespondentreports.

Five trucks, a three-wheeler and
two shops were also damaged
duringthe clashes.

Ofthe injured, 17 were admitted
to different clinics in the town. The
condition of Jubo League Secretary
Abdul Hakim, Abu Bakkar, Yusub
Ali, Shipon, BNP activist Firoj and
Rafikisstated to be critical,

The clash erupted at 9:00am,
when activists of both the AL and
BNP tried to bring out separate
processions defying police
obstruction at Koddarmozrh.

Police charged batons and
lobbed reargas shells to bring the
situation under control.

At least 10 AL activists were
injured, one of them critically,
when police charged baton and
lobbed teargas shells to disperse
the opposition workers as they
were marching streets near Rupshi
bus stand under Rupganjupazilain
Narayanganj.

The opposition workers
blocked the Dhaka-Sylhet Highway
with burning tires. Police
obstructed a procession of the
opposition workers when it was

marching towards Kanchpur
Bridgeataround 1 1:00am.

Angry picketers ransacked a car
of Channel 1.

Later police conducted a mas-
sive haunt in the adjacent areas
and arrested 10 ALworkers.

The opposition workers
brought out a procession and held
rally on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway at Sonargaon in
Narayanganj. They also damaged
five vehicles, our Narayanganj
correspandentreports.

Several hundred trucks and
other motorised vehicles got stuck
an both sides of the road due to the:
road blockade at Bhuiyangati
Bazar in Rajganj upazila of the
distriet.

The 14-party opposition com-
bine observed blockade
programmes for only for two hours
from 10:00am to 12:00pm in the
port city, reports our Chittagong
correspondent.

Several hundred opposition
activists led by Chittagong Mayor
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury and
engineer Mosharraf FHossain gath-
ered at Olonkar Intersection and
AK Khan Gate and blocked the
highway and railway.

The opposition workers put
blockade at 18 points in Khulnacity
and halted a Benapole-bound train
from B:00am to 12:00noon. They
also blockaded the Rupsa ferry
ghat, reports our staff correspon-
dentfrom Khulna.

Our Rajshahi University corre-
spondent adds: Angry opposition
agitators ransacked three three-
wheelers at Kashiadanga square in
Rajshahi city. They also put blogk-
ade at four-bypass points halting
inter district bus communication.
Trains left Rajshahi Railway Station
in time but the opposition workers
barricaded them at different points
autside the city.

Indo-Bangla border
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press conference after the meeting
held at Hotel Sonargaon.

His Indian counterpart
Saifuddin Soz said, "Since some
technical problems are unsolved,
weneedlittleamore time.

"We have come to the conclu-
sion that we need some more time
to resolve all the issues.
Discussions will go on. Matters that
we have discussed have {béen
referred to the next JRC meeting,”
headded: .

However, none of the ministers
agreed to elaborate those technical
problems.

"We have decided to move
forward through discussions and
dialogues in a democratic manner
and on the principles of equity and
justice. I have no doubt that we
shall iron out of our differences on
issues,” said Soz at the press con-
ference.

"Expert advices are needed (o
resolve those issues and that's why
we need time. There is no ather way
to resolve the problems we both
countriesare facing."

Soz told reporters, "We are not
finally agreed on any situation but
we had thorough discussions...and
even then we came to agree on
something, we couldn't do it
because we have to havea design.”

The two countries will resolve
the problems through the JRC,
which "will not waste any time" in
future, he said.

sthemselves if

The water resources ministers
of the two neighbouring countries
went on a sie-day joint visit to the
erosion-prone areason the borders
for the first time from September
14 to get first-hand experience of
the natural impacts originating
from the transborder rivers during
themonsoon. ;

Non-govt pry
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the goxvernm o5
not fultit our dermand, The m:b‘

tion date will be fixed after com-
mencement of the indefinite hun-
ger strike on October 10," said
Samsul Alam, president of the
teachers' association while
addressing the conference,

Earlier yesterday, teachers
brought out a procession from the
Central Shaheed Minar at 12:00
noon and marched toward the
Bangabhaban to submit a memo-
randum to President lajuddin
Ahmed. Police intercepted the
procession at Doyel Chattar where
teachers sat down and held a rally.
At one stage police clubbed the
teachers leaving four injured.

Police later allowed a six-
member delegation to the
Bangabhaban for submitting the
memorandum,

Previously, the teachers submit-
ted memorandums to Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia on Sunday
and also to Speaker Jamiruddin
Sircaron Monday.

Case against Ershad
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assistant arms and explosives

expert of Dhaka deputy commis-
sioner's office -- told the court that
theyknewnothingaboutthe case.

The investigation officer (10) of
Criminal Investigation
Department included witnesses
who knew nothing about the case,
Additional Public Prosecutor
Golam Mostafa Khan told The
Daily Star, adding that he did not
find any reasons why such persons
were made witnesses of the case,

The last date of recording depo-
sition of the PW-3 Azimuddin
Ahmed, the then secretary of
energy and mineral resources
ministry, was on February 14, 2000
and since then no witnesses
iﬁéﬁﬂared before the court,

ough all steps had been taken
for praoducing witnesses for their
statements.

But the trial court on August 27
issued non-hailable arrest war-
rants against the rest six witnesses
of the case. Following the order,
three witnesses out of six appeared
before the court yesterday to give
theirstatements.

Judge (in charge) Mohammad
Monzurul Bachhid of the Pourth
Additional Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court recorded statements
of two witnesses and fixed October
1 for next hearing of the case. The
court could not record the state-
ment of another witness for wantof
time.

On August 27, the same court
adjourned the hearing of the case
until yesterday following a time
petition from the prosecution.

A team of customs officials held
four people including two foreign
nationals at Zia International
Airport (ZTA) on]uly 17, 1990 when
they were attempting to smuggle
3,000 tola gold worth around Tk 2.5
crore into Bangladesh, the prose-
cution said.

A smuﬁg]ing case was filed
against the four -- Bernhard
Rudiger of Germany, David

Anthony Chalmar Chaker of
England, the then manager of ZIA
Major (rtd) Ashraf Uddin Sekender
url(j Abu Taher, a security guard of
ZIA -- with the Cantonment Police
Station the same day.

During the investigation, the 10
found evidence of Ershad's
involvement in the smuggling and
his name was included in the
chargesheet.

Rudiger, Chalmar Chaker,
Ashraf and Taher were convicied
and sent to prison on different
termsonMay 14, 1992,

The trial against Ershad did not
start due to a stay order from the
highercourt.

CASEAGAINST MANJU

Another Dhaka court yesterday
framed charges against former
energy and mineral resources
minister Anwar Hossain Manju in
connection with a gralt case,
although Ershad was discharged
from the case due to insufficient
evidence on August24.

Manju pleaded not guilty and
demanded justice before the court
after Judge Malik Abdullah Al Amin
of the Special Court for Dhaka
Division framed charge against
him.

Manju and then president
Ershad awarded a contract to
Scimitar Qils for drilling and
exploring 1,650 square kilometres
of area in Haripur oil field in 1987,
causing a huge loss of §79,000 to
the public exchequer, according to
the case filed with Tejgaon Police
Station.

Later, an official of the defunct
Bureau of Anti-Corruption fled
case against Ershad and Manjuand
the [0 pressed charges against
them saying that the charges
brought against the two were pri-
marily proved.

Barlier, within a period of one

- month, Ershad was acquitted of

four graft cases. Hearings of three
more cases will be held on
September20 and 27.

Chavez calls

Bush 'the
devil'

AP, United Nations

Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez took his verbal battle with
the United States to the floor of the
UN General Assembly on
Wednesday, calling President Bush
"the devil."

"The devil came here yester-
day," Chavez said, referring to
Bush's address Tuesday. "He came
here talking as ifhe were the owner
of the world."

The leftist leader, who has
joined [ran in opposing U.S. influ-
ence, accusedWashington of "dom-
ination, exploitation and pillage of
peoplesofthe world."

"We appeal to the people of the
United States and the world to halt
this threat, which is like a sword
hanging overour head," he said.

He also said the UN "doesn't
work" in its current system and is
"antidemocratic.” He called for
reform, saying the U.S. govern-
ment's "immoral veto" had
allowed recent [sraeli bombings of
Lebanon te continue unabated for

" more than a month. :

“Venezuela once again proposes
today that we reform the United
Nations," he said. He drew tentative
gigeles at times from the audience,
butalso some applause when called
US "imperialism" amenace.

Chavez lambasted Washington
for trying to block Venezuela's
campaign fora rotating seat on the
UN Security Council. He said if
chosen over US-favorite
Guatemala in a secret-ballot UN
vote next month, Venezuela would
be"thevoiceof the Third World."

The US government warns that
Chavez, a close ally of Iran, Syria
and Cuba, would be a disruptive
force on the council.

EU mission visits
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AmirulIslam and Md Dulal Talukder
were presentatthe meeting.

Terming the meeting a "private®
one, EU team member Robert told
reporters after the meeting, "We
have gathered various information
about different issues related to the
upcoming election in Chittagong in
the private meeting which was quite
satisfactory"

She, however, refrained from
making any comment on the 30.51

er cent rise of voters in the division

in the recently displayed voterlist.

District Election Officer Syed
Amirul said the meeting will heiP
increase the Election Commission's
credibility in working as a neutral

0 ation. ‘ sastit
Har er.ﬁm&sited cce
Mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury, also president of the
Chittagong city unit Awami League.
Leaders of Nagorik Commitiee
and several other political organisa-
tions were also present at the meet-
ing and exchanged views on elec-
tion related issues as well as the pre-
and post-electionsituations.
However, the EU mission mem-
bers did not make any comment on
theissues discussedatthe meeting.
ATM Nazim Uddin of Workers
Party, Kafil Uddin of Gono Forum,
Anwarul Azim and Mahmudul
Islam of Nagorik Committee were
present at the meeting.

IMF may release
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After the fifth round IMF review for
the release of the instalment early
this month, Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman had told reporters in Dhaka
thatthe instalment was unlikely tobe
released as Bangladesh could not
meetsome ofthe IMF conditions.

Chowdhury said the top execu-
tives of the BWIs at their separate
meetings assured of the release,
recognising the practicalities of
Bangladesh's next general election
goingto beheldinJanuary 2007,

"They recognised the problem of
raising oil price just before the elec-
tion," he said on the discussions
Saifurhad with the BWIsbosses.

He further said Lher were very
encouraged at the accelerated pace
of poverty reductionin Bangladesh, 9
per cent in the last five years, and at
the pace of the country's global
integration process.

At the plenary session of the WB
and IMF annual meetings on
Tuesday, Saifur was critical of the
mner%ing rale of the BWIs, particu-
larly for their increasing focus on
corruption and governance ins
of their mandate to work for poverty
reduction.

.. - -
Huji activist
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information about the bomb
explosion.

Mamun is also an accused in the
76-kg bomb recovery case, filed for
an attempt to kill Awami League
chiefSheikh Hasina.

Eailier on September 10, Hannan
was also shown arrested in the same
case and interrogated on a ten-day
remand while on September 17 his
brother Huji member Mohibullah
alias Mofiz, was placed on a five-day
remand forinterrogation.

On completion of his seven-day
remand, CID produced Mamun
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's (CMM) Court, Dhaka

esterday afternoon and said
famun should be confined in the
jailuntilthe investigation completes,

The blasts left 10 people dead and
several others injured on April 16,
2001,

The police earlier arrested 12

eople in connection with the
Enmna Batamul blasts but all of
them were granted bail from the
High Court.

Of them, Moulana Akbar Hussain
gave a confessional statement (o a
metropolitan magistrate on June 14,
2001 disclosing names of Mufti
Hannan and others involved in the
blasts.

.

KM Hasan
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where she called upon the people to
come to Dhaka with oars and sticks if
KM Hasan takes charge of the next
caretakergovernmentasits chief.

During a point of order, AL law-
makerﬂn%mmul: ﬁ]]ibegan tht;:rnl:lebar.e

saying, "KM Hasan was interna-
ﬁlt;nnlyxllnﬁg.irs secretary of BNP and he
was appointed as chief justice by
superseding two other justices in the
Appellate Division. So he has been
controversial rom the beginning."

Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar in his
ruling said, "He (Flasan) was also
superseded byothers.”

Taking the floor AL lawmaker
Suranjit Sen Gupta said, "Hasan was
politicised in the past. Heis politicised
now and will remain politicised inthe. -
future." -

"If a man is politicised, he cannot
be neutral and the caretaker govern-
ment will not be neutral under him if

Shinzo Abe
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The soft-spoken Abe bowed before
his mentor Koizumi after the Liberal
Democratic Party announced Abe
had won the vote to succeed him as
party president, ajob that automati-
callyleads to the premiership.

"As the first president born after
the war, [ declare that I will take over
the torch ofreforms and the torch of
idealism,” Abe told lawmakers at
the party headquarters.

"I will dedicate all'my body and
soul to build a beautiful country,
and & new country -- Japan," Abe
gaid.

Abe said his first priority in office
would be "educational reform" --
code word for requiring schools to
encourage patriotism, a taboo since
Japan's militarist era inWorld Warll,

Abe's views on history are
expected to come under intense
scrutiny as he seeks to repair rela-
tions with neighboring countries,
which have been enraged by
Koizumi's visits to a contested war
shrine.

Abe, whose victory had been
predicted for months, secured 464,
or two-thirds, of the 703 votes cast
by lawmakers and the regional
membership of the conservative
party, which has ruled Japan almost
continuouslysince 1955.

Foreign Minister Taro Aso, a
fellow conservative, came a distant
second at 136 votes. Finance
Minister Sacdakazu Tanigaki, who
had cast himself as a dove who
could repair sour ties with China,
trailed at 102 votes. One vote was
invalid.

The parliament will convene ina
special session on Tuesday to name
Abe as prime minister to replace
Koizumi, Japan's longest-serving
premier in three decades, who
chose to step down despite wide
popularity: T freE e

Abe has vowed repeatedly to
rewrite the US-imposed 1947 con-
stitution which forced Japan to
renounce its right to maintain a
military.
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Reﬁly:’ng to the asition's
speeches Law Minister Moudud
J‘Elmed in his almost 25-minute
speech said, "I admit (hat he was
involved with politics and was a
member of a political party in 1979, «
But during professional career

there was no u]legation against him
and he was one of the best judges in
the Supreme Court. Even prominent |
lawyers like Dr Kamal Hossain and
Rokanuddin Mahmud litigated in his
court but never complainedabouthis -
judicialintegrity." _

"There is no connection between ~
KM Hasan and increasing of the age
limit for justices,” He said adding that
Awami Legaue does not want a dia-
logue and electoral reforms, it only
wants to obstruct the electorl pro-
cess, i

During the law minister's
AL lawmakers led by the deputy
leader of the opposition walked outof
the House protesting the minister’s
'long speech’ in the name ofa pointof
order. i o
Earlier, Agriculture Minister MK
Anwar said, "There is a tradition in
courts of feeling embarmssed and the
allegation against KM Hasan hasbeen |

etotallyoutofthecontext.” .

"The opposition is eriticising the .
chief election commissioner but I
want to know what he did wrong?" he *
questioned. .

AL lawmaker Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim said the severe crisis of electric- -
i:éhm been hampering the public &
life, while persons affiliated with the -
ruling party have looted about Tk 14
thousand crore in the last five years
from the power sector.

Another AL lawmnaker Shahjahan
Khansaid the peoplearesuffering due
to the price hike of essentials and the

mment totally failed to control
market.

Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Abdul Hamid, AL lawmaker
Mahbubur Rahman, Post and
Telecommunications Minister
Aminul Haque, and BNP lawmakers |
Nurul Islam Moni, Gazi Shahjahan, -
and Mahfuzullah Farid also took patt
inthedebate. :

Father, 2 sons
electrocuted :
in Natore

UNB, Narors
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A father and his two sons were
electrocuted at Panch Pakia village
in Singra upazila of Natore district
yesterday evening.

Motaleb Hossain, 50, and his
two sons, Ruhul, 25, and Rubel, 22,
died on thespot.

Locals said Motaleb Hossain_
came in touch with a live electric
wire while he was trying to link it
with the irrigation pump on his
cropland at 7:00pm. The two sib-
lings also met with the tragic end in
their efforts to rescue the father.

Thai coup leader

FROM PAGE 1

Meanwhile, leaders around the

warld expressed shock and disap-

pointment at the sudden over-

throw of Thaksin, whose huge

ﬂ?pu[arlw in the countryside gave
m two [andslide election wins.

The United States, the European
Union, Australia and New Zealand
condemned as undemocratic
Thailand's first coup in 15 years but
its 18th since it became a constitu-
tional monarchyin 1932.

The milin:u? lcaderahﬂ: was
poring over civilian candidates
who loved "democracy and consti-
tutional monarchy" to replace
Thaksin, who flew to London yes-
terday from New York where he had
been attending the UN General
Assembly.

"We have two weeks. After two
weeks, we step out,” Sonthi told a
news conference, speaking as head
of an interim "Political Reform
Council” run by the military, which
ST it acted because there was no
other wayoutof a protracted politi-
calcrisis.

The new cabinet would form a
special committee to draw up a
new constitution and submitittoa
referendum, after which new
elections could be held, hesaid.

It will take a year to draft a new
constitution,” said Sonthi, over-
whelmingly Buddhist Thailand's
first Muslim army chief.

Political reform is considered
essential by Thaksin's foes to allow
what they say are supposed to be
independent state agenciessuch as
the election commission to be
pulﬁcd ofhis allies.

ot a shot was fired in the coup
and the streets of Bangkok were
quiet onWednesday with very little
military presence except around
Government House and nearby
army headquarters.

"The situation in Thalland is
very calm. There is no threat to
tourists,” a Thomas Cook spokes-
man said in Germany of a country,
which draws about 12 million
visitors a year,

Concerns about a conflict or
even a counter-coup by Thaksin's
supporters appeared to evaporate
and Sonthi invited the ousted
leader to return, promising his
assetswould not e touched.

"Thaksin is a Thai and a fellow
countryman and there will be no
problem should he decide to
return. We are like brothers,” said
Sonthi.

SHOCK, DISAPPOINTMENT
National Police Chief Kowit
Wattana said Thaksin would not
face any new probes, but he would
have to answer cases already filed.
These include charges of election
fraud and allegations that he
insulted revered King Bhumibol
Adulyadej.

Thaksin has said nothing in
public since he tried to thwart the

coup with a televised statement
from NewYorkon Tuesday.

Leaders around the world
expressed shock and disappoint-
ment at the sudden overthrow of
Thaksin. The US, the EU, Australia
and New Zealand condemned as
undemocraticThailand's firstcoup
in 15 years.

But analysts said even though
the outside world might viewitas a
step back, it might prove to be a
step forward if it cleared the way
out of what many saw as an intrac-
table political deadlock threaten-
ingthe stability of the nation.

"This coup will be different from
the previous coups," said Somjai
Phagapasvivat of Bangkok's
Thammasat University.

"Before, it was done in the inter-
ests of the military. This time, it was
a necessary pre-emptive strike
given the violent polarization of
Thaisociety."

The Thai stock market was
closed on Wedne:rd;r after the
coup leaders decl a one-day
holiday but analysts polled by
Reuters were predicting a five
percent drop when it reopened on
Thursday.

The gaht. which suffered its
biggest one-day fall in three years
in the hours after the coup,
remained under pressure but
rebounded somewhat.

The military said the coup was
necessary to institute reforms to
resolve a political stalemate that
pitted Thaksin against the political
old guard and street campaigners,
who accused him of subvertin
demaocracy for his family an
friendsin bigbusiness. )

Thaksin argued he was democ-
racy's defender against opponents
using unconstitutional means, but
the crisis undermined investor
confidence and curbed economic
growth.

Late on Tuesday, television
showed the armed forces chiefs
heading in a motorcade to the
palace to report to King Bhumibol,
images likely to dampen any agita-
tion in the countryside by associat-
ingthecuufuﬁ!hlhemwn.

Asked if he had the backing of
the palace, Sonthi told reporters:
"No, we had no supporters. We
made the decision by ourselves."

AFP adds: Gen Sonthi said Kin
Bhumibol Adulyadej had endorse
him as the head of the interim
governing couneil. |

"For the sake of the pation's
peace and order, the king has
appointed General Sonthi
Bunnyararﬁ]in to become the
leader of Military Council for
Pulitical Reform," said the state-
mentread onnational télevision.

"People should be calm and all
government officials should follow
General Sonthi's orders,” said the
statement broadeast on all TV
channels, (Reuters, AFP]
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