’f“

LB
2

2 u Star

AGE L6
5fledthe scene.
sed in 22 criminal cases,
ng four for murder, Rezaul
hails from Malliker Berh
unien under Rampal upazila of
Bagerhat, police said. Taking advan-
rdg;,'gf general amnesty, he surren-
dered to former home minister
Mah ad Nasim in 1999 laying
d 1 firearms.
‘Dakua of Kashipur village
e summe upazila wais accused
cases, including two

Our staff correspondent from
Khulna also says: Moin Khan, 32, a
cadre of the outlawed Purba Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP-
Janajuddho) was killed during a
shootout between the police and his
cohorts at Bihari Colony under
Khanjahan Ali Police Station of
Khulnieity.

He was arrested at Phulbari rail
gateon Mondaynight.

The shootout wok place at about
3:15am during an anms recovery
drive, Ihn:gn!ica said.

Four shotgun bullets, two bombs,
one dagger and huge bomb making
ingredients were recovered from the
spot, DB policesourcessaid.

According o police, the slain
outlaw of Gilatala in Khulna city was
accusedin 13 eriminal cases, inelud-
ing three for murder, filed against
him with different police stations of
Khulnacity,

Police also said that during inter-
rogation, Moin confessed that four
cadres of the Janajuddho carried out
the bomb attack on patrol police on
Monday night near Phulbari rail gate
in which four policemen were
injured.

Our staff correspondent from
Chittagong adds: Delwar Hossain
alias killer Delu, a listed criminal, was
killed in an encounter between his
aceomplices and members of Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) in the early
hoursyesterday.

A team of Rab arrested him on
Sunday night from ecity's Feroz Shah
Colony under Pahartali Police
Station. Duringinterrogation at Rab-
7 headquarters in Patenga, he con-
fessed to have possessed sophisti-
cated firearms, including four AK-47
rifles, Rab sourcessaid.

Following his confession, the Rab
teamalongwith Deluwentto Rubber
Garden, a remote hilly area in
Raozan, at around 1Z:45am to
recover the firearms. As they reached
the plage, Delu's accomplices
opened fire on them in a bid to
snatch him against which the Rab
also retalinted.

Delu ?t caught in the brief gun-
battle and died on the spot, sources

One reyolver, two LG, one coun-
try-made gun, four revolver bullets,
| 1 ' a machete were

l'hc bady was sent te Chittagong

Sipot, bt nn AK-

riminals killed

Medical College Hospital (CMCH)
forautopsy.

Sources said Delu was accused in
17 criminal cases, including six for
murder. His elder brother Peyar
Hossain alias Peru, also a top listed
criminal, was killed in another
encounter with Rab about six
months ago. The two brothers had
established a reign of terror in three
unions of the upazila -- Noapara,
Guzra and Dewanpur, the sources
added.

Meanwhile, an alleged extortion-
ist was killed during a gunfight
hetween a local gang and Rab per-
sonnelatWestRampura last night.

Rab said the person killed in the
Etmﬁ 1t is Raju, 16, who wasamem-

er of local Nasim gang of Khilgaon
area,

Rab officials said eight to nine
members of the gang went to an
under construction building site in
an ally opposite Athithee
Community Centre around 8:30pm

and started scolding Ripon, the

ownerofthe building.
They said the gang members
became annoyed with Ripon as he

refused to pay them illegal tolls and
because one of his construction
workers had handed over one of the

ng members to police earlier on
the daywhen he had come to collect
themoney.

"As [ was informed of the incident
I thought that the criminals will
come again to take revenge and
accordingly [ deployed five of our
members disguised as construction
workers,” said Maj Ataul Karim,
actingdirector of Rab-3.

He said as per their assumption,
the criminals came o the under-
construction building and when the
Rab men challenged them they
opened fire on the law enforcers

rompting them to retaliate, which
ed to a 15-minute gunfight leaving
Rajudead.

MajAtaulsaid the other members
of the gang managed to flee in the
dark taking advantage of a load
shedding thatbegan 30 seconds into
thegunbattle.

UNB reports, alisted criminal was
killed in a gunfight between his
cohorts and Rab at Mirpur in the
capital early yesterday.

Jahangir alias Jakkha Jahangir, 30,
was arrested by Rab at Pirerbagh on
Monday with a loaded revolver
Following his confessional state-
ment, the Rab took him to
Ahmadnagar at Paikpara at about
3:00am o seize illegal firearms from
his den, the Rab sourcessaid,

Sensing trouble, Iahamﬂ;'s
accomplices opened fire on Rab,
which the law enforcers retumed.
Jahangir received bullets during the
shootout as he tried to flee, the Rab
sources said adding that he died on
hiswaytohaspital.

Ha lli’l'ig"#‘r't‘i m «Sheurapara,

Jahangir was accused in seven crimi-
nalcases, ineluding two for murder.

Hannan shown arrested

for 10 daysyesterd

or yesterday.

Thecasewas ﬁle‘:! forbomb blasts
on a rally of the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) ar Paltan Maidan
onJanuary 21,2001, Five people were

 killed and 50 athers injured in the
incident.

The Criminal Investigation
Bepartment (CID) accnmﬁnnied by
Rapid Action Batralion (Rab) pro-
duced Hannan before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)
Court, Dhaka at 1:30pm yesterday
under atight security and submitted
apetitionforshowinghimarrested in
thecase.

The CID also submitted a petition
for placing him on a ten-day remand
for interrogation in connection with
the blasts.

On completion of Hannan's
eight- remand in the Ramna
Batami ease, CID Inspector
Abu Hena Mohammad Yusuf, also
lhe-lﬁﬁﬁﬁdnn officer (10) of the
case, said Hannan gave important

information about the camage and

should be confined in jail until the

investigationcompletes.
Inu:ﬂ?nnmﬁng report placed
before the court, CID Assisiant
Superintendent of Police and 10 of
the CPBbomb blast case Syed
Momin Hossiin said Hannan might
be invalved in the incident. The Huji
leader néetls to be intensively inter-
rogated (o find out vital clues to the

bomb attack and the whereabouts of
his accomplices responsible for ir,
the [Oadded.

After the hearing, Metropolitan
Magistrate Shafiq Anwar granted the
petition for showing Hannan
arrested in the case and placed him
anthe remand.

Hannan was arrested at Madhya
Badda in Dhaka on October | last
year after several years of abscond-
inﬁ Later, he was shown arrested in
different cases filed with different
police stations in connection with
the serial bomb blasts across the
countrylastyear.

Following the attack on the CPB
rally, CPB President Monzurul Ahsan
Khan filed a bomb blast case with
Motijheel Police Station saying a
group of anti-state conspirators
madetheattack.

Police arrested 12 people at that
time but the CID submitted the final
report on December 17, 2003 as
correct, impartial and reliable pieces
of evidence were not found to prove
thechargesagainst the arrestees.

The investigation afficer (10) said
he will press charges if sufficient
evidence is found against the
amestees.

The 1€ submitted a petition with
the CMM Court for reinvestigation
into the case on January 27 last year
and the court directed him for fresh
probeinto the caseafter two days.

JS sees debate
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_ Rejecting the allegation and
1 ingthe AL for ryingto make "a
j°, the BNP lawmakers
n will be held as per

- After the question-answer ses-
‘sion, Allawmaker Abdur Razzak on
‘point oforder said KM FHasan has no
rightto become the chiefofcaretaker
government as he is still involved
with the BNP and recently visited
Comillawith men.

Razzakalso criticised the Election
ission (EC) and said, "The EC

Quader Chowdhury,
6 the PM on parliamentary
affairs, said, "The election will be
held as per

, however, said, "The dialogue
Il be held when we bath
Ef._lﬁu'l,-._ vill be at the same level dur-

1gthecaretaker government.”

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed
said, "ustice KM Hasan is a respeci-
able pémsan. So, it is not [ir to create
any controversy about him. His
recent visit to Comilla was personal
and he did not even inform the

palice.”

I'he faw minister said, "The con-
stitution provides for a non-party
caretaker government, which means
the government will be non-party,
butitwillnotapply foraperson.”

State Minister for Sports Fazlur

‘Rahman blasted AL President and

opposition leader Sheikh Hasina for
her speech at the AL grand rally
uwrging AL leaders and workers to
come to Dhaka with sticks. IHe
accused the AL of destraying the
constitution and trying to establish a
one-partysystem.

Opposition Chief Whip Abdus
Shahid said, "The nation has
accepted Hasina's proposal [or
reformswithoutany controversy.”

He said, "The Awami League has
gifted the nation a model constitu-
tion after the liberation but the mili-
tary rulers destroyed it. And now, the
BNP government tried (o reprint the
constitution excluding the procla-
mation ofindependence.”

Protesting Shahid's speech,
Communication Minister Nazmul
Huda said, "The Awami League has
destroyed the freedom of newspa-
pers and mult-party system but we
revivedit."

AL lawmaker AKM Jahangir
yesterday lpinr.cd his documents in
support of his allegation that the EC
issued letters to the district commis-
sloners asking them to prepare lists
of poll centres violatingthe law.

“The commission cannot do this;
only the authorised officers will
prepare such lists after announcing
theelectionsehedule,” he said.

Moudud said, "The Election
Commission may be working on
possible polling centres but it will be
finalised after announcing the elec-
tionschedule.”

Bush warns Iran

FROM PAGE 16

suspend uranium enrichment "in
which case the U.S. will come 1o
the table."

Buthe also stressed thathe and
Chirac "share the same objective
and we're going to continue. to
strategize together.”

"Time is of the essence," the
president said. "Now is the time
for the Iranians to come to the
table."

Both Bush and Chirac stressecd
they are working together, and the
French president said twice that
theysee "eye to eye.”

JRC meets

FROM PAGE 1

neighbours. The official talks
between the two countries will be
followed by a joint press confer-
enceintheevening.

Prof Soz arrived in the capital
yesterday. His trip follows the visit
of Bangladesh Water Resources
Minister Hafizuddin Ahmed to
northeastIndialast week.

Various problems centring 13
cross-border rivers, riverbank
protection works, minor lift- irriga-
tion schemes, drinking water.
supply scheme and the dredging of
the Ichamati River may come up
for discussion.

Prof Soz and Hafiz, accompa-
nied by their respective delega-
tions, visited bordering riversides
at Baghan Bazar of Fatikchhari in
Chittagong and Shuvopur of
Chhagalnaiyain Feni yesterday.

Butenis
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frustration level among the busi-
ness people remains very high.
She also pointed out that the
media could Elaya significantrole
in bringing the opposing political
parties to the negotiating table.
Quoting the US envoy, DSE
Vice-president Ahmad Rashid Lali
said the upcoming election is a
major chal?enge for the country.
"We need a peaceful resolution of
differences between the political
parties inorder to have alongterm
economicbenefit," headded.
The DSE authorities sought her
assistance in organising a road
show in New York to attract the
non-resident Bangladeshis
(NRBs) to thelocal stock market.
In reply, she assured the stock
exchange management of her
support in drawing NRB invest-
ments in Bangladesh.
She stressed the need for infra-
structure development and more
foreign direct investment for a

sustainable economic growth' of |

the country.

"We talked about some chal-
lenges that the investors currently
face and we all agreed that the
development of infrastructure
needs to continue and the foreign
investors must not be scared
away," shesaid.

DSE Chief Executive Officer
Salahuddin Ahmed Khan said the
premier bourse, which lacks NRB
participation in trading, plans to
hold a number of programmes in
the Middle East, the UK and US to
encourage the NRBs to join the
market.

“The expatriate Bangladeshis
remit billions of dollar every year
but most of their remittance is
spent on consumption. We'll
request them to invest in real
sectors through the stock market
and take part in the economic
progress of the country,” added
Salahuddin.

Remittance flow registered USS
890 million during the first two
monthsof the current fiscal year.

Opposition

FROM PAGE 1

take part in the parliamentary
election in 2007 under a caretaker
government "The coming general
election is very important for the
nation,” she said.

Alleging that national and
international conspiracies are on
to foil the democratic dispensa-
tion and make the country a satel-
lite state, Khaleda said Awami
League had killed democracy,
introduced one-party rule and
denied freedom of the press and
the judiciary.

Responding to opposition
leader Sheikh Hasina's cgll to the
peofle to build up a resistance
with sticks, she said, "anybody
who possesses a sound mind
cannot make such statements or
anndunce such programmes. "

Khaleda said such programmes
will create chaos, constitutional
vacuum in the country and foil
democracy, which peaple don not
want at all. "People want peace
and democracy to continue.”

* The prime minister said, "We
tao want fair elections. Whenever
there had been fair elections BNP
emerged victorious. The future
elections will also be fair and
peaceful.”

She said democracy was
restored in the country through a
long struggle and no one will be
able to disruptit.

Chaired by local BNP lawmaker
Delwar Hossain Dulu, the meeting
was addressed, among others, by
Health Minister Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain, Prime
Minister's Political Secretary
Harris Chowdhury and AKM
Mosharraf Hossain MP.

Earlier, the prime minister
inaugurated newly constructed
Adalot Bhaban, Mother and Child
Health Hospital, Shaheed Ziaur
Rohman auditorium at
Mymensingh Medical College and
laid the foundation stone to
upgrade the 500-bed
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospitaltoa 1000-bed one.
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Country reels
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| Chankharpul, said, "Electricity

was available in my factory only
for three hours a day in the last
three days. All orders from the
customers are pending...I could
not even pay the last week's
salary of my workers," he said.

Workers of another factory in
the same area said the factory
remains open from 9:00am to
9:00pm, but they can hardly
work for two or three hours a day
because of power failure. "How
will the owner pay us if there is
no output from the factory?"
they said.

Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA) President
Fazlul Haq told The Daily Star,
"We are facing 12 hours' load
shedding a day. How can we run
our factories in this situation?”

Exports might fall if the situa-
tion lasts long, he said, adding
that some machines have gone
out of order due to tremendous
fluctuation in voltage.

A salesperson of an electronic
shop at Motaleb Plaza in the
capital said they cannot display
the electronic products for the
customers due to load shedding.

Businessmen at the shopping
complex claimed that electricity
is available for hardly four hours
and thattoo notat astretch.

The cyber café business is
also facing acute problems due
to severe load shedding. "Cus-
tomers do not agree to pay if the
electricity goes during their
work," said the proprietor of
Speed Cyber Café at Hatirpul.

Hospitals are also not out of
load shedding. Delwar Hossain,
assistant director of Brighton
Hospital, told The Daily Star, “We
have been facing four- to five-
hour load shedding daily for the
last four days. We bought 120
litres of diesel for the generator
onSeptember 17."

There has also been a severe
crisis of compressed natural gas
(CNG) at filling stations due to
the ongoing power crisis. Long
queues of CNG-run vehicles at
the filling stations in the capital
are aregular sight,

State Minister for Power
Anwarul Kabir Talukder admit-
ted to the BBC Bangla Service
last night that load shedding has
been quite severe [or the last few
days. “But this has happened
due to the irregularities before
my taking over the office," he
said.

"It is unfortunate that no
technical audit has yet been
done, 50, we do not know the
exact condition of machines at
different power plants,”
Talukderadded.

Meanwhile, sources at the
Power Development' Board
(PDB) said 18 of the 61 power
plants are out of production at
present.

The country has a daily

demand for over 5,000MW elec-
tricity while the production
deficit is more than 1,500MW,
the state minister told the BBC.

However, sources claimed the
deficit has exceeded the
2,200MW mark.

UNB reports: Over 1,000
workers, who turned violent due
to erratic power supply to their
factories, stormed into the Palli
Bidyut Samitiin Narsingdibuild-
ing at about 4:00pm and dam-
aged documents and furniture
on its ground and first floors.

They also set fire tg 12 motor-
cyeles of the office, two trans-
formers worth Tk 2.5 crore and a
special circuit breaker of the
caontrol room.

Palli Bidyut Samiti employees
took shelter on the top floor of
the three-storey building to
escape the public wrath.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and fired
rubber<bullets and charged
baton on the workers. They also
fired five teargas shells to bring
the situation under control.

In Munshiganj, hundreds of
people gathered in front of the
Super Market in the town and
spontaneously took part in the
five-minute work-abstention
programme called by the Bidyut
Unnayan Sangram Committee.

The committee leaders
alleged that they get electricity
for hardly six hours a day.

They threatened to go for
tougher movement if the situa-
tion does not improve within the
next 24 hours.

Mass arrest victims

FROM PAGE 16
the whereabouts of their relatives.

The jail guards said possibly
their relatives are among several
hundred prisoners transferred to
Kashimpur jail ahead of Manday's
grand rally.

Sources said they were shifted
from the crammed the central jail
to ensure accommodation for the
mass arrest victims.

3 witnesses

FROM PAGE 16

hostile on Monday during the
hearing of the Chittagong arms
case filed in connection with the
same arms haul.

However, the statement of the
other witness Nazim Uddi 15
recorded tRIFHE TS HeAAREN
the arms smuggling case yester-
day.

Two separate cases -- an arms
case and asmuggling case -- were
filed in connection with the arms
haul where the largest ever cache
of deadly weapons was seized as
the smugglers were offloading
them at the CUFL jetty on the
bankofthe Karnaphuli.

Charge sheets were submitted
accusing 43 in the arms case and
44in the smuggling case.

14-party's countrywide
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and similarly no vehicle will be
allowed to leave Dhaka," Abdul
Jalil, coordinator of the Awami
League-led 14-party opposition
coalition, told reporters yester-
day.

Opposition activists intend to
block at least 20 entry and exit
points of the capital, said Jalil
who is also the secretary general
of AL.

The opposition coalition
planned to enforce the blockade
even inside the capital by pre-
venting vehicles from plying the
streets while the home ministry
planned a massive security mea-
sure Lo ensure law and order by
deploying around 12000 [aw
enforcers.

"We will not allow anyone to
credte obstacle to vehicular traf-
fic. We have been directed to take
stern actions to thwart any obsta-
cle," a senior police officer told
The Daily Star on condition of
anonymity yesterday.

Senior leaders of the opposi-
tion yesterday held a preparatory
meeting to review the prepara-
tion far the blockade announced
from the grand rally on Monday
to press home the demand for
holding the next parliamentary
election through reforms in the
caretaker government system,
the election commission and the
electoral laws.

Sources in the opposition said
the next round of demonstrations
will be announced after enforcing
taday's blockade and tomorrow's
dawn to dusk countrywide harral.
SECURITYMEASURES
Police sources said the law
enforcers will maintain a rough
posture today during the opposi-
tion'sblockade programme.

Around 12,000 law enfarcers
will be deployed in the capital
during the blockade.

Palice have been instructed to
take stern actions if the activists
try to obstruct vehicular traffic,
said an official of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP).

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab),
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR), Armed
Police Battalion (APBn) and
Ansars will also be deployed.

A DMP source said 8,524

police, 400 BDR personnel, 500
APBn personnel, and B0 Ansars
will be engaged. Among the offi-
cials, 13 deputy commissioners
(DCs), 17 assistant DCs, 33 assis-
tant commissioners, 36 inspec-
tors, 18 sergeants and 425 sub-
inspectors will be on duty during
the programme.

The law enforcers will be
deployed at 20 exit and entry
points of the capital that the
opposition intends to block.
Besides 20 teams will also be
videotaping opposition activities
atthe spots.

In a meeting at Rajarbagh
Police Lines yesterday, DMP
higher officials instructed the
police to be alert to resist the
blockade.

The 33 officers-in-charge
(OCs) will be responsible to order
the police into action if any unto-
ward incident occurs in their
respective jurisdictions, said a
meetingsource,

Police personnel were quite
harsh during September 6 and 12
opposition demonstrations when
some senior AL leaders were
severely beaten by police.
POINTS OF BLOCKADE IN
CAPITAL
Senior leaders of the opposition
coalition yesterday at a meeting
disclosed that they will block at
least 20 spots In the capital,

The spots are Gabtali inter-
district bus terminal, Mirpur 10
intersection, Nol2 bus stand in
Pallabi, Russel Square in
Dhanmondi, Hajaribagh in
Mohammadpur, Azampur in
Uttara, Kuril Rail Crossing in
Badda, Mohakhali, Moghbazar,
Jurain Rail Gate in

Shyampur, Jatrabari intersec-
tion in Demra, Dayaganj bus
stand and Raysahebazar inter-
section in Sutrapur, Sadarghat,
Babubazar Bridge under Kotwali
police station, Shapla Chattar
and Shajahanpur Rail Crossing in
Motijheel, Nur Hossain Square,
Shabagh intersection, Kamlapur
Railway Junction and Lalbagh
Kellaintersection.

BNP will invite
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reforms, rather she insisted on the
constitutional process. If it's
needed, the constitution could be
amended, provision for-amend-
ment is there in the constitution,”
he said, adding that the AL can tell
people whether they would sit for
dialogue or not and they do not
have to formally tell BNP what they
have decided.

During an hour-long discussion
meeting yesterday on ‘Face-to-
Face: Women Journalists' at
Bangladesh Centre for
Development, Journalism and
Communication (BCDJC) audito-
rium, he repeatedly blasted the
opposition.

“The way Sheikh Hasina asked
peaple to come to Dhaka with
‘whatever they can grab in hands'
is really unfortunate. Such offen-
sive words from the chief of the
largest opposition party in the
country were undesirable,” he
said.

He said the BNP does not prac-
tice the politics of violence, but if
compelled, they would launch a
‘titfor tat’ campaign.

Replying to a query whether
Tarique Rahman had the wisdom
o negotiate with veteran politi-
cian and AL Secretary General
Abdul Jalil, he said question might
be raised on the capabilities of Jalil
aswell.

Anwar told a TV channel earlier
that Mannan Bhuiyan was sick
and Tarique Rahman may sit for
the dialogues with the opposition.

Over the recent police atroci-
ties on high-profile AL leaders, he
said, "The police had to perform
their duties, they have to catch
thieves and resist those who create
violence."

Whether AL leaders Saber
Hossain Chowdhury, Mohammad
Nasim or Asaduzzaman Noor were
accused ofburglary orviolence, he
replied, "Obviously, they have
violated the law by breaking
throughthe barricades.”

In his concluding remark,
Anwar said the elections will be

held in due time. AL is a mature

party and the largest opposition
party with 40 percent votes in its
bag. lewill surely participate in the
elections and thus continue the
constitutional process.

He claimed that his ministry
achieved remarkable success in
increasing agricultural produe-
tion and in making products
available in the market at 'cheap
rate’.

Amid an uproar from the jour-
nalists, he said people should pay
more as it assists the farmers. He,
however, admitted that the price
of production materials and the
minimum price of agricultural
goods have increased.

Food security has been
ensured, people do not have to
starve as they did during the fam-
ine of 1974, he said citing his expe-
rience that he had bought a kilo-
gram of bitter melon with Tk 4
from a kitchen market in
Narsingditwo weeks ago.

Nation demands
FROM PAGE 16

opposition Awami League (AL)
said.

The AL chief was addressing an
emergency meeting of AL Central
Working Committee (ALCWC) in
her Dhanmondi office in the capi-
tal. Hasina urged all to make suc-
cessful today's countrywide oppo-
sition programme of disrupting
rail, road and river communica-
tions to blockade the capital and
tomorrow's countrywide dawn to
duskhartal.

The one-hour long meeting
decided to block roads, railways
and river communication across
the country from 6:00am to
12:00pm today.

Hasina said the demand for
electoral reforms is logical and by
taking part in the opposition's
grand rally, the entire nation has
supported the demand to ensure a
freeand fairelectionin the country.

The AL president said the peo-
ple's voting right and the right to
have enough food willbe protected
through holding a free and fair
election.

Hasina accused that the govern-
ment in every district tried to
obstruct oppaosition activists' and
supporters’ attempts to come to
Dhaka to attend Monday's rally,
law enforcers charged batons in
some places to disperse the activ-
ists, kept fuel stations shut so that
vehicles would not be able bring
them to the capital, and police in
some places even took away the
keys to the vehicles in an apparent
attemptto foil the programme.

"But by joining the grand rally
overcoming all barriers, torture
and harassment, the people have
expressed that they have no confi-
dence on the ruling alliance,”
Hasina said congratulating her
party activists and supporters for
making the grand rally a success.

The AL president said the gov-
emmment gave appointments to
hundreds of partisan persons as
police personnel only to beat up
opposition activists. She
demanded that the government
puts an immediate stop to extra
judicial killings.

The opposition leader also
demanded that the government
brings prices of everyday essentials
down to the people's reach ahead
of Ramadan.

She also accused the govern-
ment of patronising militants.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 2006

Citigroup awai’
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Best Innovative Micro Business of
theYear award 2006.

Rokia Afzal Rahman, former
adviser to the caretaker govern-
ment, announced the names of the
winners while chief guest of the
programme Education Minister M
Osman Farruk handed over the
awards.

More than 565 people and
organisations applied for the
awards from all over the country.
The advisory council selected
winners in five categories after
several rounds of screening and
field interviews.

Jahida Begum said her family
members were spending their days
insevere hardship. After taking aTk
4,000 loan from an NGO, she
started a small business that has
changed then lives of her family
members.

Jahida is now involved in several
businesses including poultry and
fish culture. She also owns a ferti-
liser shop anda restaurant.

Receiving the award, Zakir
Hossain said he has overcome his
days of hardship and now dreams
to set up a textile mill ofhis own.

Md Shahiduzzaman, executive
director of ESDO, received the
award on behalf of his organisa-
tion. ESDO has around 1 lakh
borrowers in 10 districts.
Referring to a district where
ESDO operates, Shahiduzzaman
said situation there has changed
significantly.

Tapan Karmakar, finance direc-
tor of RDRS received the award on
behalf of his organisation. "Itis not
a big thing for us to get this award.
What is most important to me is
that Sokhina, an ultra poor woman
in Nilphamari district, has been
able to improve her life," Karmakar
noted.

After receiving the award from
the minister, Nilufar Yasmin, who
started producing cricket bats after
taking a loan of Tk 8,000, said she
did not have money to take her
children to the doctor when they
weresick.

"Economically, I am not a vul-
nerable person anymore,” said
Nilufar, who eyes to market cricket
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Dr Wahiduddi
eminent econoimis
adviser to the care
ment, Stacey Morse,
of International Pri
philanthropist also
ceremoiy as special,

Speaking at the function,
Osman Farruk said the aetivities off
the NGOs are not always ques-
tioned because there are many
NGOs involved in many good
initiatives and those who got
awardsare some of them.

Lauding the sugcess of the
winners, the minister said rich
people have lunch costing more
than $100 but some of these micro
entrepreneurs have started their
business with only TK 4,000, which
is around 560, Wk

In his speech, Wahiduddin
Mahmud said those who won the
awards took a small loan initially
for starting a business and after
repayingthey toaktheloansagain.

They worked hard and
expanded their husinesses, he said
adding they have not only created
employment for themselves bur
also generated employment for
others. o | gal

Rokia Afzal Rahman said the
award programme will encourage
others to become entrepreneurs.
"We discavered that they are some
of the hest borrowers in the coun-
try," sheadded.

Mamun Rashid, country officer
of the Citigroup, said the sponsors
of the programme have received
tremendous response from peo-
ple.

The winners received $4,000
equivalent in taka. Palli Karma-
Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) spon-
sored the prize money for 'Best
Programme for the re Poor’
award while Citigroup Foundation,
philanthropicarmof the Citigroup,
sponsored the other four catego-
ries.

Citibank, NAin Bangladesh and
PKSF organised the award
programme as local partners. The
Daily Star, Prothom Alo, Channel i
and Dhaka Sheraton Hotel are
partnér organisations of the
programme,

ahmud,
d former
govern-
Bsentitive
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Thai govt

FROM PAGE 1

Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra at the United Nations
said the coup could not succeed
and "we'rein control.”

Tanks and soldiers took over
Government House in Thailand's
first coup in 15 years and Prapart
said on television the army and
police were in control of the capital
and surrounding provinces.

The seizure would be temporary
and power "returned to the peo-
ple® soon, Prapart said on all Thai
television channels.

The army declared martial law,
told all soldiers to report to base
and banned unauthorized troop
movements, suggesting the mili-
tary leadership was worried that
Thaksin loyalists in the armed
forces might attempt a counter-
coup.

Prapart said the armed forces
and police had set up a body to
decide on political reforms, oust-
ing billionaire telecoms tycoon
Thaksin in the midst of a political
crisis stemming from accusations
he had subverted Thailand's 74-
year-old democracy.

"Never in Thai history have the
people been so divided,” Prapart
said.

“The majority of people had
becomesuspiciousofthis adminis-
tration, which is running the coun-
try through rampant corruption,”
he added.

"Independent bodies have been
interfered with 50 much they could
not perform in line within the spirit
ofthe constitution.”

Weerasak Kohsurat, a deputy
minister in a previous governmert,
told Reuters he believed royal
adviser Sumate Tantivejakul would
head the reform commission and
an interim government would be
formed while political reforms
were agreed.

Elections would be called soon
and Thaksin would be allowed to
take part, hesaid.

RISING PRESSURE

After mass street protests against
him in Bangkok, Thaksin called a
snap election in April, hoping his
firm rural following would counter
his metropolitan opponents.

However, opposition parties
argued that Thaksin had skewed
neutral bodies such as the Election
Commission in his favor and boy-
cotted the poll. That rendered the
election resultinvalid.

8 to die

FROM PAGE 16

After the incident Siraj filed a case
with Brahmanbaria police, saying
that a gang of robbers killed his
brother Akhter, his wife and daugh-
teratdead of night.

After investigation, police
revealed that complainant Sirajul
Islam himself engineered the triple
murder in a bid to grab the entire
paternal property. Siraj and his
accomplices were prosecuted for
trial.

The case was shifted to the
Divisional Speedy Trial Ttribunal,
Chittagong, in April this year. After
examining the records and wit-
nesses, Judge AHM Mustaque
Ahmed pronounced the verdictina
crowded court.

ousted

Thaksin's Thai Rak Thal party:
waswidely expected to win are-run-.
tentatively scheduled for late
Npyembar, increasing pressure ong
his opponents in the military and*
the old establishment to resort to
removing him by force. A

"There is no other means to-
solve the political deadlock,”.
said a former senior official close
to the top military brass. "It's
been almost ayearthat the coun-
try has no democracy, no legiti-:
mate government to run the
country. !

"I've told foreign diplomats’
Thailand may need to take a step.
backward, if they think a coup willZ
in order to leap forward." %

The Thai baht fell immediately
after Reuters reports of mnks roll-=
ing toward Thaksin's Government.
Houseoffice. .

In New York, Thaksin phoned a
Thai television station to make a-
statement. g

‘Il declare Bangkok under a®
severestateofemergency,” hesaid.»

The transmission stopped after.
10 minutes while he was still talk-:
ing. ;

Inside Government House,
around 50 soldiers ordered police
in the complex to lay down their
weapons, a witness said, and tanks
and soldiers were seen on many
street corners although Bangkok
remained quiet.

In his television statement,
Thaksin ordered troops not to
"move illegally” and told army
commander-in-chief Sonthi
Boonyaratglin to report to acting
Prime Minister Chidchai
Vanasatidya.

He also ordered Armed Forces
Supreme Commander Ruangroj
Mahasaranond to implement the
emergency order

Israel to quit -

FROM PAGE 1

handover of the remaining terri-
tory where [sraeli troops are still
based.

According to the army, troops
have so far pulled back from over
80 percent of the territory it once
controlled, and are ently
concentrated in & narFow strip
along Lebanon's border with
Israel.

Amilitary source told AFP thata
full Israeli wi[hud‘i?WﬁI was made
possible after the army this week
finished rebuilding an electronic
border fence, which was demol-
ished during the war to allow
armoured vehicles to cross into
Lebanon.

Halutz was also quoted as tell-
ing the committee that the
Hezbollah Shia militia "has been
thoroughly respectingthe ceasefire
agreement” and that its guerrillas
refrain from carrying weapons in
the open.

Under UN Security Council
Resolution 1701, Israeli troops
were to withdraw from territory
accupied during & massive offen-
sive that began on July 12 after
Hezbollah captured two Israsii
soldiersduring a cross-border raid

In 34 days of fighting, more than
1,200 Lebanese, mostly civilians,
and 160 Israelis, mostly soldiers,
were killed.



