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Athletics

TOP SIX
German football league table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn, 
lost, goals for, against, points):  
Stuttgart 11 8 3 0 17 2 27 
Leverkusen  10 8 1 1 23 7 25 
Bremen 11 8 1 2 29 15 25 
Munich 11 6 3 2 25 15 21 
Dortmund 10 6 1 3 19 11 19 
Bochum 11 5 3 3 20 13 18
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Germany eager 
to help SA
AFP, Berlin

President of the German Football 
Federation, Theo Zwanziger, has 
offered his full support to hosts 
South Africa ahead of the 2010 
World Cup. 

Security fears in South Africa 
have led to speculation that the 
tournament could be switched to 
Australia but Zwanziger says that 
would be a fiasco. 

Germany held a highly success-
ful tournament from June to July and 
the chief said he would be 
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Gibraltar 
close to UEFA 
AFP, Geneva

Europe's 52 internat ional ly-
recognised football associations will 
make a decision on Gibraltar's 
controversial seven-year bid to join 
UEFA at the European governing 
body's Congress in January, a 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

UEFA spokesman Wil l iam 
Gaillard told AFP that the interna-
tional Court of Arbitration of Sport 
had recently ruled that the Gibraltar 
Football Association's application 
must run through the full decision-
making process.

"CAS required the UEFA 
Congress to take a decision on 
Gibraltar. Membership will have to be 
approved by Congress at it's meeting 
in January in Duesseldorf," Gaillard 
said. 

The Lausanne-based CAS 
confirmed that a panel had made a 
ruling recently following an appeal 
by the GFA against UEFA, but said it 
was confidential and declined to 
make the details public. 

"It's not yet over," explained 
Matthieu Reeb, secretary general of 
world sport's top court. "We have 
had a first decision that was made 
but I cannot give you the contents," 
he added. 

UEFA's executive board had 
previously rejected the application 
first made in 1999.  

Under current rules, which were 
first implemented at global level by 
world football's governing body FIFA 
years after Gibraltar's initial bid, only 
independent states may join UEFA.

Basile 
defends 
Riquelme
REUTERS, Buenos Aires

Argentina coach Alf io Basi le 
defended Juan Roman Riquelme 
after the playmaker was widely 
criticised for a lacklustre performance 
in the 3-0 defeat by Brazil.

"I like Riquelme," Basile told 
reporters at Buenos Aires airport on 
Tuesday. "It's my problem. I like him 
even if you don't."

The gravel-voiced coach, who 
replaced Jose Pekerman following 
the World Cup, played down 
Sunday's result in his first game in 
charge.

"The result doesn't interest me 
and it wouldn't have interested me if 
we had won either. It was simply that 
the other team took their chances and 
we didn't.

"The important thing was to get to 
know the lads and to spend some 
time with them.

Argentina Football Association 
(AFA) president Julio Grondona 
voiced his support for Basile.

"This squad has some very good 
lads such as (Lionel) Messi, (Sergio) 
Aguero and (Carlos) Tevez," he told 
Argentine media.

"I have complete confidence in 
them and in Basile. They're going to 
bring us many happy moments. "We 
have to wait for the new coach to 
develop his style. Basile knows his 
stuff, he picks the right players and he 
knows the national team."

Fred banned 
for three 
matches
AFP, Sydney

Braz i l i an  s t r i ke r  F red  was  
Wednesday banned for three 
matches after being found guilty of 
v io lent  conduct  p laying for  
Melbourne Victory in an Australian 
A-League match last weekend.

Fred was seen on television 
replays hitting Sydney FC's Mark 
Milligan with his elbow in the 59th 
minute of Saturday's match in 
Melbourne.

The incident was not spotted by the 
match officials, but a citing charge was 
laid following a review by FFA Head of 
Operations Matt Carroll.

Football Federation Australia said 
Fred will be eligible to play again for 
Victory against Queensland Roar in 
Melbourne on October 1.

Milligan, a member of Australia's 
World Cup squad in Germany, 
needed medical attention for several 
minutes and press reports said the 
midfielder nearly swallowed his 
tongue as he lay on the ground.

Fred is one of three Brazilian 
players recruited by Melbourne 
Victory this season, along with 
Alessandro and Claudinho.

Melbourne and Brisbane are 
unbeaten leaders after two matches 
in the A-League.

REUTERS, Paris

French soccer 
star Lilian Thu-
ram has invited 
80  home less  
immigrants to 
t h e  n a t i o n a l  
team's match 

against Italy in Paris on Wednesday.
The unusual move has struck a 

nerve as France has one of the 
world's most ethnically diverse 
soccer teams but remains deeply 
divided over immigration, notably 
after youths -- many of them 
descendants of immigrants -- rioted 
in poor suburbs last year.

"It's great that Thuram is taking 

us to the match tonight. It will show 
the French that we are still here," 
said Fidele Nitiema, a 35-year-old 
from Ivory Coast.

"The French soccer team 
reflects France," he said. "We're all 
the same, no matter what skin 
colour we have."

During this year's soccer World 
Cup, many immigrants said they felt 
frustrated that the country was 
praising France's multiethnic team 
on the field, but treated its immi-
grants like second-class citizens in 
daily life.

Zinedine Zidane, who retired this 
year, is the son of Algerian Kabyle 
immigrants. Like Thuram, striker 
Thierry Henry is also of West Indian 

origin while many others have 
African roots, including Patrick 
Vieira or Claude Makelele.

Thuram has previously attacked 
Interior Minister Nicolas Sarkozy, 
who has pushed a tough immigra-
tion stance and is a conservative 
frontrunner for 2007 presidential 
polls, for imitating the policies of far-
right leader Jean-Marie Le Pen.

Some on the left want Thuram to 
enter politics when his sports career 
is over.

Le Pen, known for his outspoken 
anti-immigrant stance, has criticised 
the team's racial make-up, saying 
there were too many "players of 
colour".
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Thuram invites immigrants 

AFP, Skopje

E n g l a n d ' s  
revival under 
new manager 
Steve McClaren 
is being boosted 
by the unlikely 
acquisition of a 

Scottish masseur who has become 
the squad's official joke teller and 
mascot. 

McClaren has made a big impact 
since taking over from Sven-Goran 
Eriksson, including dropping David 
Beckham and appointing John 
Terry as captain in his place. 

He has also restored Steven 
Gerrard to the right of midfield, with 
instant rewards, and seen his team 
beat Greece 4-0 and Andorra 5-0 in 
his opening two matches. 

But as England prepare for their 
first major test under their new 
coach, a Euro 2008 qualifier in 
Macedonia, it is the impact of an 
unheard-of backroom staff member 
that is making the headlines. 

C h e l s e a  m a s s e u r  B i l l y  
McCulloch has been persuaded to 
leave his post with his native 
Scotland to join the England party 
and, it seems, has made a remark-
able impact on morale! 

"We poached him," said Terry, 
speaking at a press conference 

here. "And I'm glad we did. 
"He's a genius with his hands. 

There's time when you are going to 
be tense or feel stressed about a 
game and he just completely 
relaxes you. 

"He comes to your room and 
massages you and basically sends 
you to sleep. If you need him at two 
or three in the morning he'll do that, 
he wants to win. 

"But more than that he's a funny 
man and never short of a joke. He 
has us in fits of laughter every day. 

"The other night we went to a 
comedy club and the comedians 
there were quite overwhelmed by 
what was going on. He got them off 
stage and did a 25-minute slot of 
doing his jokes and the lads were in 
stitches! 

"To be fair he only had a handful 
of jokes when he came to Chelsea 
but then he realised he's got a little 
job in this. He's been out and 
bought joke books - in fact he's got 
one in his room now! He goes 
through it and tells us a different 
joke every time. He tells us three or 
four every day. 

"The lads love him. The 
Liverpool and Man United boys 
want to buy him off Chelsea now 
they've seen him. You think I'm 
joking! But we've told them the 
transfer deadline has gone." 

McCulloch, of course, will have 
no impact on the pitch but his inclu-
sion on the team bus emphasises 
the changes new manager 
McClaren has made since replac-
ing predecessor Eriksson in 
August. 

He has called for Terry to help 
reproduce a club atmosphere in the 
England squad and is rapidly win-
ning favour with players who enjoy 
his new approach. 

Terry said: "It's loads of little 
things that have changed. He 
comes to us all the time and says 
'are we happy with this' or 'is there 
anything we'd like to change'. 

"It's down to small things, like the 
lads travelling in tracksuits feeling 
comfortable instead of in suits. 
Small things like that can make a 
big difference. 

"Also we are doing more things 
together. In days gone by with 
England I would eat dinner and go 
back to my room but that's certainly 
not the case now. 

Everyone is spending a lot more 
time with each other and we're 
really getting to know each other not 
only on the pitch but off it as well. It 
can only help us." 

Scottish masseur 
England's secret

AFP, London

Brazil coach Dunga maintained his 
unbeaten record as goals from 
Marcelo and Vagner Love clinched 
a 2-0 friendly international win 
against Wales in London.

Dunga was taking charge of his 
third match since succeeding 
Carlos Alberto Parreira in July and 
the signs are that he has banished 
the hangover from Brazil's disap-
pointing World Cup campaign.

The then World Cup holders 
were dumped out by France in the 
quarterfinals in Germany, but since 
Dunga took over he has overseen a 
draw against Norway, followed by a 

superb 3-0 win against Argentina on 
Sunday, and now this comfortable 
victory at White Hart Lane.

Dunga, who captained Brazil to 
World Cup success in 1994, made 
nine changes to the side that had 
destroyed Argentina in the first 
match of their week-long stay in the 
English capital.

Ronaldinho returned from a back 
injury and AC Milan midfielder Kaka 
was recalled after he came off the 
bench on Sunday to score a superb 
solo goal.

Brazil had been breathtaking at 
times against Argentina and 
Dunga's men did not seem affected 
by the kick-off here being delayed 
for 15 minutes as a result of crowd 
congestion.

The five-times world champions 

were quickly into their stride and 
should have taken the lead in the 
third minute.

Wales goalkeeper Paul Jones 
bravely blocked Alex's close-range 
effort from Ronaldinho's corner, but 
Edmilson wastefully stabbed wide 
with the goal at his mercy.

Brazil can call on some of the 
most exciting attacking talents in 
world football but that did not deter 
Welsh manager John Toshack from 
selecting two teenagers in his 
defence.

Derby's Lewin Nyatanga and 
Southampton's Gareth Bale, who at 
17 is already his country's youngest 
ever full international, faced a steep 
learning curve against Kaka, 
Ronaldinho and company.

And Nyatanga was nearly 

exposed early on when he was 
robbed by Vagner Love on the edge 
of his own penalty area after dwell-
ing on the ball too long.

Fortunately for the centre-back, 
the Brazil striker could not capitalize 
and dragged his shot well wide.

Toshack's side could have been 
forgiven if they had just gone 
through the motions after the heart-
break of losing to a last-minute goal 
against the Czech Republic in their 
opening Euro 2008 qualifier on 
Saturday.

But any team featuring Ryan 
Giggs will always be capable of 
creating chances. And Wales 
almost snatched the lead in the 13th 
minute when the Manchester 
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Brazil too strong for Wales

INTERNET, undated

Milan and Italy legend Paolo 
Maldini has launched a sensational 
attack on FIFA President Joseph 
Blatter.

The defender has taken issue 
with Blatter's comportment after 
the Azzurri beat France on penal-
ties to win the World Cup this sum-
mer.

Blatter opted to not be a part of 
the award ceremony when the side 
was handed the trophy, a snub 
which Maldini finds hard to digest.

"The way FIFA treated us in 
Berlin was scandalous," the former 
Azzurri captain said in an interview 
to magazine Panorama.

"Blatter refused to hand over the 
trophy to us and this is a scandal 

that our Federation did not react 
to," he added.

"I had never seen anything like 
this and what is worse, Blatter 
keeps expressing very harsh 
comments on Italian football

"Now I understand why we 
never won as much as we 
deserved in the past.

"I think I know why everyone 
shows so little consideration for Italy, 
it's mainly a political issue, but I think 
the FIGC must now behave like a 
Federation of world champions and 
make themselves heard."

The veteran added that he may 
consider becoming some kind of 
football ambassador once he quits 
the game, even if he's unsure of 
what his future holds.

"I have thought about this, but I 
don't know what I will do," he added 
before also criticising another 
important figure in the game.

"Let's take Michel Platini's 
example, he was always consid-
ered a very outspoken person, but 
now his statements always depend 
on what people think about him. I 
don't really like what he says."

Maldini was also asked for an 
opinion on former Milan boss Fabio 
Capello who was blasted by 
Juventus captain Alessandro Del 
Piero last week.

"I fought with Capello in the past 
and that is no secret," he added. 
"Discussions with him are always 
very heated, but one of his qualities 
is that he forgets the past very 
quickly. 

"However, I must admit that I 
believe Barcelona are stronger 
than his Real Madrid side this 
season."

Maldini blasts Blatter  

AFP, Suwon

South Korea found itself on the brink 
of securing a place at the 2007 
Asian Cup on Wednesday after an 
8-0 thrashing of Taiwan at Suwon 
World Cup Stadium.

As expected, the hosts -- fielding 
a strong line-up including Premier 
League stars Park Ji-sung, Lee 
Young-pyo and Seol Ki-hyeon -- had 
too much game for the visitors, who 
are pointless at the bottom of quali-
fying Group B.

After South Korea scored twice 
in the opening four minutes, the 
game was no longer about which 
team would prevail, but how many 
goals South Korea would score.

Jung Jo-gook scored a hattrick, 

Seol and Cho Jae-jin grabbed two 
each, and Kim Do-heon also got on 
the scoreboard.

The win keeps South Korea atop 
Group B with 10 points from four 
games, meaning coach Pim 
Verbeek needs just one point in the 
remaining two qualifying matches -- 
at home against Syria in October 
and in Iran a month later.

It took the home team just three 
minutes to open the scoring and 
bounce back from the disappoint-
ment of conceding a last-minute 
equaliser to Iran in Seoul four days 
earlier.

Seol ran onto a long ball from 
Kim Nam-il and fired the ball home 
from just inside the area.

A minute later Jung headed 
home Song Chong-guk's cross to 
make it 2-0. The game then settled 
somewhat before Seol added a 

second goal two minutes before the 
break, the Reading winger heading 
home a Kim Do-heon free kick.

Just a minute later, Kim Do-
heon's corner found Jung's head to 
put the hosts ahead 4-0 at half-time.

After a series of near misses, 
Cho got in the action with a simple 
tap-in after 64 minutes following 
good work by Seol.

With 12 minutes remaining, Kim 
Do-heon scored a spectacular half-
volley from 25 yards.

Cho grabbed his second and his 
team's seventh from the spot after 
83 minutes. Jung got his hattrick 
with two minutes left in the game to 
make it a miserable night for the 
visitors.

Next summer's competition will 
be  co-hosted by  Tha i land,  
Indonesia, Vietnam and Malaysia.

PHOTO: AFP

Inter Milan players (from L-R) Zlatan Ibrahimovic, Marco Materazzi, Luis Figo and Maxwell walk towards the San 
Ambrogio Church in Milan on Wednesday to attend the funeral of Inter Milan president Giacinto Facchetti, who died 
on Monday. 

PHOTO: AFP

South Korea's Park Ji-Sung (C) fights for the ball with Taiwan's Lin Che-Min (L) during their 2007 Asian Cup qualifying 
match in Suwon, south of Seoul, yesterday. South Korea thrashed Taiwan 8-0.

PHOTO: AFP

Brazil striker Vagner Love (C) runs with the ball past a Wales defender during an international friendly match at White Hart Lane in London on Tuesday. Love scored the second in Brazil's 2-0 win. 

ASIAN CUP QUALIFIERS

S Korea blank Taiwan
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