ts taking place.
prammes including
es and indefinite
apital will follow if
‘not made, they

aclers, activists, loyal-
pporters of the oIFpusi-

‘gather at Russell
front of Agargaon
in processions at
marching towards

Opposition and
'e[kg Hasina had
announced the
siege to the
and election offices

-cﬁu'm:ﬁ to force the
iance govern-

eet the demand for

“Metropolitan Police
sed the ban on gather-
llies around the EC
for 19 hours from
ght.
e, State Minister for
5 Lutfozzaman Babar
bath the opposition and
Tcers to exercise toler-
the programme to
incidents. He urged
on to refrain from
hatsatlaw enforcers.
tacted, Workers' Party
nd l4-party leader
an Menon said the
it imposes ban when-
£ opposition announces
peaceful mfummes.ﬂmywuuld
violate 1 an today, and the
government would have to take all
resro bilities for any untoward
incidents.
Hasanul Haque Inu, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal president, alleged
that the coalition government is
misusing laws to impose ban to
save its 'loyal' EC. Inu, a senior
leader of the 14-party, also said
theywouldviolate the bantoday.
olice officials said they have
been directed by the home minis-
try to take all steps to prevent the
opposition programme around the
EC Secretariat.

Sources said yesterday police
were maiding opposition leaders'
houses in different areas of the
capital to arrestor harass them. But
details could netbe known.

"We have instructions to raid
houses of senior opposition lead-
ers to foil tomorow's (today's)
programme,” a police official said
preferring anonymity.  "We will
take position and put up heavy
barbed wire fences from mn[p}llu
(last night) at all the points in the
restricted areas to prevent the
oppaosition's march towards the EC
Secretariat."

AREAS UNDERTHE BAN
According to a DMP press release

undn:ﬁp: han are that
Aargaon-Hokeyd Salini
intersection to Shishu Mela-

NCBs
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18 erore and Rupali Bank Tk 3 crore
againstTk35 crore.

These banks have recovered Tk
25 crore in other classified loans
against a target of Tk 860 crore. Of
this, Sonali Bank recovered Tk 10
crore against a target of Tk 400
crore, Janata Tk 5 crore ngainst Tk
150 crore, Agrani Tk 9 crore against
Tk 250 erore and Rupali Tk 1 crore
againstatargetof Tk 60 crore.

With 9.88 percent credit growth,
Agrani Bank has already crossed
the limit in the last six months
while the credit growth of Sonali
Bankwas 1,13 percent, Janata Bank
2,96 percent and Rupali Bank 1.75

percent.

Meéiglg sources said that the
N lso failed to meet other
m:F 5 of their MoUs such as
reduction in operition expenses,
capital shortfall and the amount of
classified loans,

Among the four NCBs, three
were able to meet their goal of not

exceedSpercent markinayear.

Mirpur Road intersection, from
Dhanmondi Road-27-Mirpur Road
to Dhanmondi Government Boys'
High School and from the school to
Indira Road and Rokeya Sarani
intersection, from Shishu Mela-
Mirpur Road intersection to old
Mohammadpur police station, and
from Asad Avenue to eastern end of
DhanmondiRoad-27.

Around 5,000 police, BDR and
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) per-
sonnel will be deployed in these
areas to maintain law and order,
policesaic,

Meanwhile, different English
medium schools at different parts
of dthc city will remain closed for
today.

0 PP!(!JSITION 'S MEETING

The 14-party at @ meeting at the AL
central office gcstrmiay ecided to
defy police barricades. Alleging
that the prime minister's recent
speeches against electoral reforms
have escalated the present political
crisis, themeeting said ifthe demo-
cratic process in the country is
hampered, she (PM) will be fully
responsibilities forit.

'he meeting, chaired by city
unit Coordinator of the combine
Mofazzel Hossain Chowdhury
Maya, also decided to mobilise
people from different parts of the
capital to make the siege
programme a success. Senior
opposition leaders will lead pro-
cession towards the EC Secretariat.,

Obaidul Quader, Dilip Barua
and Qamrul Ahsan, among others,
attended yesterday's meeting.

Meanwhile, the combine's plan
to realise its demands include
laying siege to the PMO on
September 12 and a grand rally on
September 18. More agitation
programmes will follow, sources
mentioned.

Abdul Jalil, coordinator of the
14-party, said they would go for all
kinds of democratic programmes
including indefinite hartals, road,
rall and river route bharricades and
indefinite sit-ins in the capital to
compel the government to accept
electoral reform demands,

NUF MARCH TOWARDS EC
SECRETARIAT

National Unity Front (NUE), a
newly formed alliance of several
political parties, will also march
towards the EC secretariat toda
demanding resignation of the CEC
and three other election commis-
sioners. Senior NUF leaders will
lead the march starting at 10:00am
from BDB's office at Moghbazar.

Criminal killed
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Some 200 police personnel from
Rajshahi, Natore and Naogaon
took part in the anti-outlaw drive
under the command of Natore
Supcrimur}dmt of Polige 6o
Kibria since midnight, he said.

The raid covered Bagmara,
Puthia, Atrai and Naldanga of
Rajshahi, Naogaon and Natore
districts.

At around 4:30am at Baruihati,
police challenged a gang of nine
suspected terrorists riding on three
maotorbikes headed for Sikdari
Bazar in Bagmara.

The terroristsignored the police
signal and tried to flee. As police
caught up with them, the outlaws
opened fire on police and police
returned fire, said a police report.

Police later recovered the body
left behind by the outlaws, two
motorbikes, one local shutter gun
and abulletfromthescene.

However, during the drive,
police arrested around 20 suspects
linked with PBCP: The arrestees
include Awami League adherents
Lutfar Hossain and Abdul Jabbar
(both are accused in Pakhi murder
case of 2004), Rony of Puthia
upazila, Felu of Mirpur under Atrai
upazila in Kushtia, Mamun, Bakul,
Zahangir Sardar, Zahidul and Jamir
Uddinof Bagmara.

_-nllu\:?g'-lhci: credit growth to

Both polls,reforms
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Association Banpladcsh (OCAB) at
Sonargaon Hotel.

Hasina said:  "There will be
elections and reforms too, but
there cannot be a [ree and fair
election under Justice KM Hasan as
heis notaneutral man--he was the
international affairs secretary of
the BNE"

Theapposition leadersaid there

areoptions within the constitu-
tion to find & non-party, neutral
caretaker chief and cited various
alternatives provided in the consti-

- tution, In ‘context, she cited
article58oftheconstitution.

"We are not afraid of any third
Election must be held after
" shetolda questioner.

CAB President Shamim Ahmad
ver the press meet and
ollol, its general secretary,
¢ introductory statement.
{ina questioned why the
‘government will not accept the
reforms relating o caretaker gov-
ernment and the Election
- Commission if it wants fair elec-
tions.

“We're prepared for election, but
election must be free and fair," she
told a questioner when asked if she

ted preparation for the forth-
cominggeneral election.

About the stalled process of
government-oppasition didlogue
an reforms, she alleged the govern-
ment has shut down the door of
dialogue by not responding to the
ogpnshlon s latest letter. However,
she questioned government's
‘sincerity about the outcome of the
dialogue as the BNP dropped the

‘name of its secretary general from
the panel of negotiators.

il about Ershad, Hasina said

. Ershad is an autocrat and the BNP

called il “killer" of Ziaur Rahman,

but they are trying fo induct him

into the alliance "to win the election

atanycost

In reply to a question about the
prime minister's allegation that the
opposition wants to foil the elec-
tion, Hasina made a counter-attack,
saying that it is the four-party alli-
ance that will foil the polls if they
sense that they have no chance of
winningthepolls,

Speaking on corruption, Hasina
said although the BNP-Jamaat
government waged war on corrup-
tion but Bangladesh became
“"champion in comuption® repeat-
edlyduringtheirtenure.

The prime minister and her son
are accused of siphoning off thou-
sands of crores of taka abroad,” she
told the journalists representing
foreign media.

Ctg Port
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not participate in the boycott
programme. The QC Shipping Line,
anotherfeedervessel operators, had
already resumed operation on
Sunday.

SC Lim, convener of CFTC, from
Singapore led the delegation of the
feeﬁcr vessel operators at the meet-
ing also attended by the leaders of
BGMEA and the Federation of
Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce
and Industries (FBCCI).

"The crisis has been resolved and
the feeder operators agreed to start
loading and unlnndinf, of goods at
the port,” Quamrul Islam rold The
Daily Star after the meetin

Our correspondent in
Chittagongwrote, asthe suspension
programme continued, two feeder
vessels left the port jetty after
offloading containers yesterday
without taking any container of
EXPOFLCargo.

The vessels were likely to stay in
the outer anchorage areawaiting for
the decisionof the meeting.

BDB won't
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signed secretly and was not dis-
cussedeven by the cabinet, he said.

Badruddoza was a cabinet
member when the deal was made
in 1994 by the

Freuious BNP government.

‘Adeallike this should be trans-
parent. It is totally one-sided and it
does not protect the interest of the
country, It should not be imple-
mented,” hesaid.

Other speakers included BDB
Secretary General Abdul Mannan,
Member-Secretary of the National
Committee to Protect Oil, Gas,
Mineral Resources, Electricity and
Port Prof Anu Muhammad, Dr
Zafarullah Chowdhury of
Gonosasthya, BCI President AK
Azad and BDB Joint Secretary Firoz
M Hassan.

Anu Muhammad said all the
deals on mineral resources were
signed secretly, ignoring the coun-
try's interest. And now, foreign
companies have become owners of
mineral resources of the country,
adverselyaffectingits economy.

The World Bank, Asian
Development Bank and
International Monetary Fund have
control over the national economy
but they are not accountable for it,
he said. "Prescriptions given by
these arganisations did not protect
theinterestofthe country.” ¢

Zafarullah Chowdhury said the
poor are suffering badly due to
price hike of essentials. He stressed
the need for decentralisation of the
administration to improve the
Hr?(\{ailing situation in different

elds.

AK Azad said deals signed with
foreign investors in telecom sector
also could not protect national
interest, The deals failed to bring
foreign investments as these inves-
tors are making money simply
using local resources. Foreign
telecom operators are remitting
huge amounts of foreign currency
causing a negative impact on the
economy, he added.

NUF presents
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pens to sign the resignation let-
ters,” Mannan told reporters at
the EC yesterday.

"We want free and fair general
election that is acceptable to all,
but the government appointed
the CEC and ECs to serve its pur-
pose and implement the blue
printtorigthe elections,” he said.

The CEC, however, was not at
his office when the NUF leaders
went there to give him the pen.
Election commissioners SM
Zakaria and Justice Mahfuzur
Rahman refused to talk to report-
ers about the matter.

pointed Election |

Gojang. ﬂ'hmt.rllzp' P
'Cummiss aner Mahmud Hasan

Mansur told journalists yester-
day, "All of them [election com-
missioners| are respectable peo-
ple and what they have done heére
is their democratic right, I have
nothing more tosay aboutit."

OnJune 27, NUF leaders gave a
letter to CEC and the election
commissioners demanding their
resignation.

“If the CEC and the commis-
sioners do not resign then we will
implement tougher programmes
like laying siege to the EC,"
Mannan told reporters.

“The ruling alliance govern-
mentappointed aformer defence
secretary to the EC to ensure full
control of elections through the
army but our army will never
stand against the people's will,"
MahiB Chowdhury said.

Fuel dealers
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tank-lorry owners association,
adding "if necessary, we will
enforce the strike across the coun-
try in phases.” He was addressing a
joint press conference in Dhaka
yesterday. Expressin% solidarity,
tank-lorries at Bhairob depots in
Chandpur also did not lift oil, he
added.

He said the Fe!mleum supplier
companies under the Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation (BPC) now
provide only 17 lakh litres against
the demand for 32 lakh litres of
petroleum including 28 lakh litres
of diesel, 3 lakh litres of octane and
1 lakh litres of petrol in Dhaka
division per day, resulting in a
shortage of around 40 percent.

Kabul also rejected the BPC's
claim that no rationing has been
imposed over distribution of
diesel.

Meanwhile, several hundred
owners and workers of tank-
lorries and fuel pumps staged
demonstration and brought out

rocessions yesterday in front of
eghna and Jamuna depots at
Fatlla as well as Padma and
Meghna depots at Godnail to
press home theirdemands.

Insiders in the fuel-oil trade
indicated that there would be a
dearth of supply during the stop-
page, especially from today.

owever, the BPC in a press
release on Monday said the actual
sale of diesel in the country dur-
ing August 2006 is recorded to be
189,105 metric tonnes as against
the sale of 179,524 metric tonnes
during August 2005, showing an
increase by 5.34 percent.

During the second half of
August 2006, sale of diesel was
132,580 metric tonnes against the
sale of 101,729 metric tonnes
during the corresponding period
of August 2005, showing an
increase of 30,33 percent. Even
during last week, sale of diesel
was higher by 3,403 metric tonnes
over sale during the same period
of last year, the release said add-
ing that no rationing has been
imposed over distribution of
diesel.

The stock position of all petro-
leum products in the country
including diesel is satisfactory,
the BPCstatementadded.
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Productivity higher
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bureaucratic hassles while less
productive firmscannotdoit.

The analysis used daa from a
survey conducted in between
November 2004 and September 2005
on 575 firms in food, leather and
footwear, pharmaceuticals, ready-
made garment and textiles catego-
ries.

“Our positive effect of corruption
on firm productivity suggests that
indeed the industries and locations
with more productive firms are more
targeted by the government officials,
thus the opportunities for bribe-
seeking behaviour are larger and
firms end up paying more bribes," it

Says.

Mir Nasir Hossain, president of
the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI), however, dis-
agrees with the World Bank on the
findings of thestudy.

Heobserved that bribery does not
have anything to do with the size ofa
company and it is not true that bribe
can help increase productivity. Bribe
doesnotin fact relate to productivity,
headded.

As per the survey, the firms identi-
fied corruption, customs clearance,
ﬂower oulages, getting business

cence and operating permits, fre-
ﬂ:emchanges in government regula-
ns and bureaucratic tangles as the

‘majorobstaclesto productivity.

esides, perceptions data show
that the presence of erime in indus-
tries and locations hurts firm pro-
ductivity.

Faced with recurring power
outages, more than 80 percent of the
firms in all industries own a genera-
tor, the report finds.

It says, "A firm belonging to an
industry and location with one
percent more power outages than
other industry-location cells, has
maore than eight percent lower pro-
ductivity." .

"Overall, we can confidenty
conelude that the constraints to TFP
(Total Factor Productivity) growth
gused by ﬂuor electricity supply in

angladesh are extremely severe,”
notesthe report.

The findings also suggest that
access to short-term finance like the
one provided by an averdraft facility

or a line of credit to address working
capital and day-to-day business
needs has a positive impact on pro-
ductivity while the access to long-
term finance hus negative effect.

"These surprising findings may
reflect inefficiencies of the banking
sector in Bangladesh and deserve
further analysis beyond the scope of
thispaper,” the reportsays.

Thestudy found thatin relation o
large-sized firms with more than 500
workers, firms of smaller sizes are
more productive. Medium-sized
firms (10-50 workers) are the most
productive. On average, they are 32
percent more praductive than the

. extremelylarge ones.

“Thus, in Bangladesh the larger
firms are not the most productive. In
fact, firms that are too large may
suffer from inefficiencies in terms of
coordination, management and
supervision resulting from poor
corporate management and alack of
qualified middle managers.”

The findings suggest that foreign-
owned companies in Bangladesh (10
percent of sample) have an edge over
the domestically owned ones in
terms of having better technology as
well as better access to distribution
and marketing channels and net-
works.

Khondkar Ibrahim Khaled, man-
aging director of Pubali Bank Ltd,
said it is not productivity, rather
profitability that dependsonbribe.

Citing an example, he said that
evading tax substantially while
spendinga smallamountin bribe for
IEE custom officials often he[zas a
company to improveits profitability.

He however agreed that compa-
nies might gain more from the short-
term financial facility. Productivity
from long-term loans could be
severely hampered if a company
borrows money from the natipnal-
ised commercial banks and\the
spansors divert funds. In that case,
efficiency of the bank concerned
comesinquestion, he explained.

The FBCCI president too was of
the opinion that interest rate in
long-term loans should be
changed. Previously, it was 11
percent but now it is 14 percent
that may adversely affect the
industries, he noted.

A village that loves
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experts saying that there are some
six rare species at the sanctuary
where around 10,000 birds usually
live,

Many birds can be easily identi-
fied. There are white and painted
stork, large egret, Asian openbill,
bittern, moyna, drongo, large cor-
maorant, darter, lesser whistling teal,
even bats, owls and arows and many
ather unknownbirds.

“The chirping of the birds
soothes the mind and the furry of
creatures swooping low past aver-
head adds some adventure o our
rural life,” said schoolteacher
Mozammel Flaque.

THEHABITAT
The birds generally live in bamboo
groves and dense large trees in
about one square kilometre areas in
the village. Only the crows live on
separate trees.

Apart from two big ponds inside
the orchards, there are many
wetlands around the village where
the birds huntforfish.

The villagers of Pochamaria
started conserving the huge flocks
of birds 10 years ago when an infiu-

‘ential man, who along with his

friends used to poach the birds, left
the village.

Shilmaria Union Parishad
Chairman Sajjad Hossain Mukul
honoured the villagers' love for the
birds and declared the village a bird
sanctuary. He announced afine of 1k
500forcausing harmsto the birds.

Mukul, who was honoured at the
Bird Fair at }:lhn,n‘Fimagar University
in February, said, they have many
plans but limited ability. "We need
moderm methods o save the birds
first. Then we need the infrastructure

forthe tourists."

Problems the Pochamaria villag-
ers are El:zpplin with include
poachers from putside. The villagers

any- % .. ! ﬁd - t
[ECENESIONmS. :
A sewurity commitiee headed by

Mukul regularly keeps vigil against
poachers. The committee has 31
executives and 101 general mem-
bers.

The residentsof Pochamaria have
been tolermnt even when the birds
cause damage to the bambao groves,
trees and fruits, They do noteven fell
down trees.

"The birds often make the life
unbearable: they take our food,
poultry chicks, but we do not hurt
them. They are our assets," said
Zinnatun Ferdousi, a teacher of
PochamariaGirls' School.

The worst sufferers are 12 of the
500 Families of the village who live
inside the bamboo groves. Besides
the bad odour, their houses have
turned white due to the droppings of
birds.

Akkas Ali, a rickshaw-van puller,
and his wife Jyotsna Begumsaid they
bear the suffering thinking of a bright
future. “We believe someday our
village will be known worldwide for

- thesebirds," Jyotsnasaid.

Crime in Ramadan
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incidents, and a rapid increase in
organised crimes and murders
during the Ramadan and Puja and
asked the law enforcers to keep
maximum vigilance.

The minister alerted high offi-
cials of the police, Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab), Ansar and
Coastguard thatthe top-listed crimi-
nals holed up abroad might retumto
the country shortly and set off a
flurry of criminal activities.

Eight hundred membersofpolice
and Rab will patrol the capital to
manage traffics and check crimes,
especially mugging, during and in
the run-up to the religious ceremo-
nies ofthe Muslims and Hindus.

Splitin 200 squads, they will work
in two shifts to zero in on the trou-
blemakers. Each squad will be
assigned a particular area ofthe city.

Besides, the Armed Police
Battalion (APBn) men will make
patrals on 18 motorbikes.

Already 16 motorbike squads are
working in the diplomatic zone and
the number will be increased at the
beginning ofthe Ramadan.

Babar directed the law enforcers
to mark out spots where mugging
incidents are frequent and under-
take pre-emptive drives.

_He also ordered for frequent raids
at slums, hotels and guesthouses to
roundup the troublemakers,

Over 33 mobile courts will work
from September 20 to check food
adulteration and other crimes in the
capital.

The same day, control rooms will
start functioning at district and
upazila levels 1o receive people's
complaintsabout lawand order.

Besides, there will be arrange-
ments at the home ministry, police
and Rab headquarters to receive
complaints from across the country.

The state minister asked the law
enforcers to stop extortion on the
highway saying that if unchecked it
mightlead to shootingup of prices of
the essentials during the Ramadan.

The meeting endorsed a ban on
fireworks and use of crackers during
Shab-e-barat.

Asked whether four people
arrested in connection with the
grenade attack on British High
Commissioner Anwar Choudhury
mightas well have a role in the assas-
sination of former finance minister
Shah ANMS Kibria, Babar said, *We
haven't got any such information
yet. We'll need at lease3/4 days to be
clearaboutit.”

“Although the arrestees have
confessed to havingrole inthe attack
on British high commissioner, we
need a few more days to have their
versions corroborated and know
detailsofthe incident,” headded.

Peacekeepers
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Secretary to the Prime Ministér
Brig Gen AMM Wazed Thakur,
Army Chief Lt Gen Mogen U
Ahmed, Navy Chief Rear Admiral M
Hasan Ali Khan, Assistant Air Chief
(Operation and Training)
Commodore SM Ziaur Rahman on
behalf of the air force chief,
Defence Secretary Abu M
Moniruzzaman Khan, Principal
Staff Officerof the Armed Force Maj
Gen M Jahangir Alam Chowdhury
and high civil and military officials
attended the namaj-e-janaza.

After the janaza, president's
military secretary on behalf of the
president, prime minister's mili-
tary secretary on behalf of the
prime minister, the army and navy
chiefs and the assistant air chiel
(Operation & Training) placed
wreaths on the coffins.

Later, the bodies of five peace-
keepers were sent to their respec-
tive village homes by four helicop-
ters while that of solder
Mohammad Quamruzzaman by
roacd for burial.

The six Bangladeshi peacekeep-
ers were killed and 12 others
injured in a road accident at Tiasali
on their way to Abidjan from
Yamoussoukro in Ivary Coast on
August 25,

High-level
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-assurances, sources said.

The company claimed that the
subway would be constructed on
cut and paste basis in the govern-
ment acquired land without caus-
ing any major resettlement.
Besides, the company will bear the
cost of resettlement, however
small, required for implementing
the project.

For excavation purposes, the
company has selected less impor-
tant roads to avoid traffic distur-
bances during the construction.
The Bangladesh army would pro-
vide logistic support to the com-
pany in the construction process
and traffic management, accord-
ingto the proposal.

The route map of the metro rail
was drawn in a way so that 80 per-
cent of the city dwellers can have
access to the transport system
within one kilometre walkin
distance. The double line metro rai
would be interlinked and people
will be able to commute from one
place to other at a minimum cost.

According to the environmental
assessment report, the metro rail
system would hrinﬁ immense
benefit to the capital by lessening
traffic density on roads, reducing
road accidents, abating air pollu-
tion and noise level and extend the
life of roads.

It would also help people to
settle down at the suburban areas
to the relief of the heavy pressure of
population on the capital.

Lebanon
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blockade on Lebanon at the outset
of its 34-day conflict with
Hezbollah on July 12, aimed at
preventing the Shia militia from
receiving arms.

However, aid flights have landed
regularly at Beirut international
airport after receiving Israeli
authorisation.

The only two companies cur-
rently authorised to operate regu-
lar commercial flights to Beirut, via
Amman, are Lebanon's Middle
East Airlines and Royal Jordanian.

But a Qatar Airways passenger
plane flew in on Monday despite
the blockade, landing in Beirut to
the cheers of a crowd that handed
out roses to passengers as they
passed through immigration.

Tk 13cr graft

FROM PAGE 16

PAC Chairman Harun Al Rashid
asked Comptroller and Auditor
General Asif Ali to suspend Alamgir
Hossain Khan, divisional accoun-
tant, who was involved in the pro-
ccs%gfuwmdlnglhecontmcu.

e

cials, (A ¢
RHD has already taken action
against one of its officials but the
lawmakers asked them to take
action against othersinvolved also.

The ministry report said it
formed two probe committees
after the change of the govern-
ment--one in 2003 and another in
2004--to find out if there was any
corruption in the process. The two
reports concluded that there was
nocorruption.

The PAC members rejected the
communication ministry report,
criticising the ministry for the
practice ofcorruption.

The audit report said deput
assistant engineers Abdul Motale
Hawlader and Shamsul Fugq,
Executive Engineer Mahbubul
Alam, Caretaker Engineer
Khandaker Nurul Arefin and
Additional Chief Engineer Shafiul
Islam, among others, were
involved in the corruption.

10 summoned
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Adulteration Drive while they were
making adulterated medicines in
unhygienicand dirty conditions.

Inﬁlge Mohammad Momin Ullah
ofthe Metropolitan Sessions judge's
Court issued the order on the [0
Saidur Rahman following an oral
plea of an assistant public prosecu-
tor (APP) for further investigation
into the matter. .

During the hearing on the final
report, APP Farid Halder told the
court that the three people were
arrested red-handed while prepar-
ing adulterated medicines in the
medicine manufacturing plant and
the 10 could not have submitted the
final report mﬁln%ﬁu discharge of
the accused if he had investigated
the case properly.

This is why the APP prayed for
issuance of a show cause notice
upon the 10 for his negligence in
conductingthe probe.

The 10 submitted the final
report to the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court, Dhaka in April
this year and prayed for discharging
the three, as charges brought
against them under the Special
Powers Act, 1974 were found to be
false and baseless.

A magistrate of a mobile court
along with BDR, police, BSTI,
Narcotics Control Department
(NCD) and DCC personnel was
present during an inspection at
Anirban Medical Industry at East
Jurain in the city's Shyampur area
on October 10 last year.

After the inspection, the magis-
trate directed the law enforcement
agencies to arrest the three as they
were preparing Vitamin B Complex,
Multi-Plus Vitamin and several
other medicines. The police also
seized samples of some medicines
from there and sent those to the
Drug Testing Laboratory at Public
Health Institute of Mahakhali for
testing.

Assistant Examiner Dr Abu
Bakker Siddiq of the institute sub-
mitted a report on April 6 after
testing the medicines seized from
the industry and stated that the
medicines passed the test.

On the basis of the test report,
the [0 submitted his final report
mentioning that the case was filed
on false and baseless information.
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Indian agencies ©
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fears of more attacks across the
country, particularly in New Delhi
and Mumbai, and at airports after
British police last month said they
foiled a plot to bomb trans-Atlantic
flights.

"Concern about the increasin
activities of externally inspired an
directed terrorist outfits in the
country is justified,” Singh told an
internal security meeting. :

"Intelligence agencies warn of a

further intensification of violent
activities,” he told the meeting,
attended by chief ministers of
states and top federal security
officials.

The attacks could be earried out
by suicide bombers and also target
Indian army camps and other vital
installations such as nuclear
plants, he said.

"Reports also suggest that ter-
rorist modules and ‘sleeper cells'
existin some of our urban areas, all
of which highlight the seriousness
ofthe threat.”

Tuesday's conference aims to
discuss and fine-tune security
strategies to fackle terrorism and
insurgencies across the country as
well as improve coordination
between New Delhiand the states.

Besides terrorism, the meeting
is expected to discuss the revolt

against Indian rule in the't
Himalayan region of Kashmir,
Maoist violence across a Swathe of
eastern, central and southern India
and insurgencies in lhl'._@}u'nubled-
northeast. - i

Although there were signs of
improvement in Kashmir over the
past two years - coineiding with
the launch of peace talkShetween
India and Pakistan -- Singh said it
was necessary for New Delhi to
maintain its guard as "anti-India®
elements continued to“whip up
emaotions. Vi

Indian states were not doing
enough to fill up vacaneies in their
pulice forces and needed to brin

beat constables® into the work o
helping pre-empt militant attacks,
hesaid. \

At the same time, he said there
was an urgent need Lo counter a
sense of alienation among India’s
roughly 140 million minority
Muslims and ensure that efforts to
stamp out [slamist militaney do not
victimise the entire community.

Singh also announced the
formation of a special panel of
ministers, which would include the
federal interior minister and chief
ministers of select states, to maoni-
tor the spread of Maoist violence
and coordinate efforts to counter
it.

Iraq extends state
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al-Maliki said another southern
r§ince. Dhi Qar, would follow in
eptember.

"I recognise that at the end of
the day, security in this country
must be a prime responsibility for
the Iraqi government and the Iraqi
security services," Saleh said.

Handing over control from the
coalition to Iraqiauthorities is a key
Fnrt of any eventual drawdown of

nternational troops.

In the past week, a disagree-
ment emerged over the handover
of Iraq's armed forces command
and a highly anticipated ceremony
on Saturday marking the transfer

2 killed
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reparing for a robbery at
larinarayanpur of Pabna Sadar
upazila.

A Rab-12 team raided the village
around midnight Monday to cap-
ture the robbers. Sensing the law
enforcers’ presence, the gang
opened fire on the team forcing
Rabtoretaliate.

During the firefight the crimi-
nals managed to escape but they
left behind critically injurecd
Mandal.

Rab rushed buller riddled
Mandal to Pabna General Hospital
where duty doctors declared him
dead.

The regional PBCP leader was
accused in several eriminal cases
including five murder cases, Rab
sources said.

Meanwhile, a man with criminal
records was killed in ‘crossfire’
during a shootout between Rab
men and his accomplices at Pallabi
in the capital, our staff correspon-
dentreports.

The dead Shahidul [slam Titu,
22, was accused in at least four
criminal cases including murder
charges with three police stations
inthecapital.

Rab-4 men arrested Titu at
Mirpur on Monday evening after
he came to the capital from
Rupganjin Narayanganj.

[;I%‘b .f!ai d follnzvingg Titu's confes-
sional statement they took him to
the Botanical Garden area to
recover hidden firearms early
yesterday morning.

Rab sources claimed Titu's
cohorts opened fire on the Rab
team when it reached the spot.
They said they retailed to the firing.

During the shootout, Titu
received several bullets as he tried
o escape Rab custody. Rab rushed
him to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where duty doctors
declared him dead around 5:15am,
Rab sources said.

was called offat the last minute.

The two sides still had to com-
plete "some legal and protocol
procedures that will lead to a com-
plete understanding between the
Iragi government and the multina-
tional troops,” the Defense
Ministry said. Neither Iraqi nor US
officials would comment further
on the nature ofthe disagreement.

On Monday, Ali al -Dﬂbbﬂﬁ!‘l.
spokesman for al-Malili, told The
Associnted Press that the ceremony
would be held "if not the end of this
week, early next week depending
on the prime minister's schedule.”

Beckett, whose visit came after
two British soldiers were killed by a
Toadside bomb in southern Iraq on
Monday, was to meet withal-Maliki
laterin the day.

Grenade attack
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for the same purpose.

Sources said, HuJi leader
Hannan, now in jail since his arrest
on October | last year, never admit-
ted, during extensive interroga-
tion, to have been involved or to
have hac any link with the attack
on Anwar Choudhury in Hazrat
ShahjalalShrine in Sylhet. = i3

Three peopledied and 70 others
were injured in the grenade attack
on the Bangladesh-hormmn British
high commissioneratthe shrine on
May 21,2004,

A few of the arrestees admitted
their involvementin the attack and
investigntors leamnt about their link
with Huli and Mufti Hannan,
which they will have to cross-
examine for confirmation, said a
source,

"We are now trying to get details
of the attack., We will then verify
their statements. If we feel any-
thing is missing, we might brin
Hannan for further quiﬂfng." sal
aninvestigatorseeking anonymity.

The investigators will have to be
certain that the information the
fourarrestees gave is correct.

Sources said itwould take a few
more days to verify their informa-
tion and come to a primary conclu-
sion. The investigators did not
aErcc to disclose anything mere
abouttheir findings.

Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) took the four
arrestees -- Sharif Sahedul alias
Bipul of Chandpur, Badrul Alam
Mizan of Habigdnj, Hafej
Nayeemur Rahman Arif of
Sunamganj, and Delwar Hossain
Ripon of Moulvibazar -- on a 10-
day remand on Monday in suspi-
cion of involvement with the attack
on the British envoyin Dhaka.

Two of the arrestees admitted to
their involvements in the attack.

Slave traders dump
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paid Tk 2 lakh to two employees--
Mohammad Abdur Razzak Masud
and Moniruddin Monir--of Kia
Trade International at Fakirerpool
in Dhaka as they assured him of a
highly payingjobin Sudan.

Monir handed Kawsar a fake
visa of Sudan and took him to
China along with four others--
Mikai of Pabna, and Abdul Jabbar,
lliasand Ismail of Narayanganj--on
May 23 this year.

They all had to pay these agents
around Tk 2 lakh, Kawsar told The
DailyStaratahotelin Kun Ming.

Hesaid they had 30 days’ visa for
China, but Monir left Kun Ming for
Bangladesh without any notice
after 10 days of their arrival,

"We are in serious trouble as we
have neither the return ticket nor
any money. We have spent about
two months almost starving,”
Kawsarsaid.

At one stage the Kun Ming
police arrested the four
Bangladeshis.

A Bangladeshi trader in Kun
Ming named Selim, who has been
there for the last 15 years, released
them from fail on bond that they
will be sent to Bangladesh in five
days.

However, the "five days" were
over on August 22, “Selim said he
will send us back to Bangladesh if
we pay Tk 10,000 each. But we do
not have a penny," Kawsar said
with tearful eyes.

There are many such
Bangladeshis who are released
from jail and overstaying in differ-
enthotelssecretly fearing arrest.

Some local Bangladeshi traders
collect subscription to provide
meals for these unfortunate peb-
ple, said atrader.

According to Selim, there are 55
Bangladeshis in a jail near the
China-Laos borderand30 othérsin
another jail in Kun Ming. There are
also many such Bangladeshis in
Guan Zhu pravinee, hesaid.

Middlemen like Monir and
Masud in connivance with their
godfathers in China have been
cheating people, mainly from rural
areas, in the name of providing
jobs, a trader in Kun Ming said.

There are two Bangladeshi
godfathers in Kun Ming running
the illegal manpewer business,
said some Bangladeshis, adding
that the matter is an open secret
there. ' 4

At Kia Trade International office
at Fakirerpool, none of its employ-
ees agreed to comment on the
matter. They did not even reveal
their names but said they know
Masud and Monir, who rarely visi
theoffice. = '

A cheated vietim from Noakhad
who was present at the Kia offie
told The Dally Star, "I haye
demanded my Tk 2 lakh back 1s
they failed to take me to Sudan aad
give me a job, but they are jus
killing time."



