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d 1o the first control
mder controversial

aws.
oincided with the
Fror suspects in Britain,
iy 7, 2005 suicide attacks
) ritish Muslims that killed
56 people prompied Howard to
express the fear that the same thing
couldhappen in Australia.

"Fully n ting means accept-
ing Ausi 1es, it means leam-
ing as rapicl you can the English
language if you don't already speak
it," Howardsaidinaradio interview.

“People who come from societies
where women are treated in an
inferior fashion have gotto learnvery
quickly that that is not the case in
Australia."

The head of the government's
own moderate Muslim advisory
cominittee, Ameer All, said Howard
risked inflaming tensions seen in
rioting between white youths and
Arab-Australians in Sydney last
December :

But the prime minister refused to
apologise and repeated his com-
ments in an article written for
Sydney's Daily Telegraph tabloid on
Saturday.

On Sunday, his heir-apparent,
Treasurer Peter Costello joined the
attack, saving Islamicleaders needed
"to make it clear that terrorism is
never justfied under the cover of
religion”.

Aminarityin thelslamic commu-
nity had been radicalised and was

ralian Muslims
I pressure as
* fears grow

preying upon young people with
dangerousideologies, hesaid.

"It is very, very important that the
leadership of Australia are very clear
and very precise that this is not real
Islam, that terrorism is always
wrong."

The leader of the Islamic
Friendship Association, Keysar Trad,
told AFP the government was engag-
ingin"gramitous [slam bashing",

"On the radicalism issue, th
have acknowledged that it is a sm
fraction ofless than one percent,” he
told AFR.

But Attorney-General Philip
Ruddock said Sunday the govern-
ment believes Australia is vulnerable
to terrorist attacks similar to those in
Britain.

. "What we're seeing in the United
Kingdom s that there are numbersof
groups, who it is believed, are intent
on carying out terrorist attacks in
the United Kingdom," Ruddoek saicl.

"This is of course the situation
that we face. T think we became very
complacent about these matters
becatse we've not had on our own
soil terroristattacks.”

Like Britain, Australin contrib-
uted troops to the US-led invasions
of both Afghanistan and Iraq, but
Ruddock denied that was a reason
thecountrywasatarget.

On Friday, a Melbourne court
ruled there was sufficient evidenceto
put on frial 11 Australian Muslim
men  arrested last November in
Australia's biggest-ever
cotntertermorismoperation.

The court heard they were
inspired by Osama Bin Laden, had
formed a terror cell and had been
preparing aterroristattack

Earlier in the week the govern-
ment used controversial new anti-
terror laws for the first time (o placea
"control order” on a Muslim convert
freed after his conviction on terror-
ism chargeswasquashed.

The order restricts the move-
ments of Joseph "Jihad [ack"
Thomas, 33, who had been convicted
and sentenced to five years in jail for
receiving money and an air ticket
fromBin Laden'sal-Qaeda.

BNP march turns
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by the four-partyrulingalliance.

The massive procession, one of

the largest puolitical programmes by
BNPin recent imes, apparently was
a show of suength, [tstarted at about
420pm from Naya Bazar, at the
southern part ofthe city and touched
on is way at least 20 important
points of five constituencies out of
eight in the city before ending at
Gabtoli, the rorthern part of the city,
atv:ihpm.

Beating drums, waving multicol-
oured placards, banners, festoons,
the party and national flags, and
portraits of late president Ziaur
Rahrman, Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and their son Tarique Rahman,
enthusiastic supporters of BNP from
different parts of the city joined the
procession.

Thousands of cheerful people
marched in the several kilometres
long procession chanting slogans.
Clad in multicoloured outfits a few
supporters enacted the process of
rice cultivation on mock paddy fields
1o express thelr support to the sheaf
ofpaddy, theelectoralsymbolof BNE

Thick rows of people were stand-
ing on both sides ofthe 15-kilometer
route and many of them were danc-
ing and chanting slogans, while
many others were seen standing on
rooftops to have a glimpse of the
prime minister.

Standing on an open-roof sports
utility vehicle, Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia with sunglasses on, led
the procession to Gabtoli while other
leaders including Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan and Tarigue Rahman some-
times walked with the marchers and
sometimesstood on cars,

While inaugurating the proces-
sion at Naya Bazar, BNP Chairperson
Khaledn Zia urged the peaple to vote
for BNP in the next election. "The
election of 2007 is very important for
the country. I hope you will help to
continue the development of the
cauntry by voting for BNP in the next
election,” shesaid.

will ofanyindividual or any party but
the consl The next election
will be held in accordance with the
consdtitution under a neutral care-
takergovernment,” she said firmly.

e caretaker government will
take aver inline with the constitution
and after conducting the election it

h ser the power to elected
_ vies," Khaleda said add-
that the BNP-led allfance govern-
ment will handaver power to a care-
taker gove ‘on expiry of the
ruling alliance's tenure in two
months.
The BNP ehairperson asked her
gjarty’l’eﬂdmand dctivists (o remain
ert against any conspiracy to split
and weaken the party and said con-
spiracies are still being hatched
against the country and BNE
Crihdsq;g the previous govern-
ment Khaleda Zia said the country

Dahagram people
FROM PAGE 16
the Deputy Commissioner today
dand annotince greater action
programme from a rally at
Bangetbari onTuesday.

- The protestors also staged a sit-
in demonstration in front of
Dahagram BDR camp.

hcannotberunbythe.

suffered from terrorism because it

faileéd to ensjire security for the peg- .
ple fnd alsddestoyed thEeconmmy
of the country. But the economy is
now strong enough, she added.

After the procession reached
Gabtoli she told the crowd, "The
people again demonstrated today
thatall conspiracieswill be foiled."

The procession marched through
Gulistan, Zero Point, Purana Paltan,
Bijoy Nagar, Kakrail, Malibagh,
Mouchak, Moghbazar, Bangla
Mator, Panthpath, Green Road, Farm
Gate, Asad Gateand Shyamoli.

BNP Secretary General also LGRD
and Cooperative Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, and Mayor of
Dhaka City Sadeque Hossain Khoka
alsospokeonthe occasion.

‘The authorities maintained tight
security along the route. Law enfore-
ers including a large number Special
Security Force (SSF) and Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) personnel
were put on rooftops of buildings
along the route while a RAB helicop-
ter was hovering over the procession
all through the route. About 10,000
policemen were also deployed to
ensuresecurity.

Pak tribal rebels
bomb gas
pipeline

AFP, Quetta

Tribal insurgents bombed a gas
pipeline in southwestern Pakistan
yesterday as tension continued
over the killing of a rebel chieftain
inamilitaryoperation, policesaid.

"Miscreants detonated a bomb
that blew up a pipeline and dis-
rupted gas supplies to thousands of
homes in Mastung and Qalat dis-
tricts,” local police officer Hamid
Shakil said.

Theblast ook place 35km south
of the provincial capital Quetta,
amid calls by opposition parties to
stage demonstrations across
Baluchistan over the August 26
killing of veteran Baluch leader
NawabAkbar Bugti.

Bugti, who died in a cave-
hideotit during an army operation,
was buried in haste on Friday,
hours after his decomposed body
was retrieved from the collapsed
cave.

His death sparked nationwide
protests and deadly violence in
Baluchistan where 10 people died
in bomb blasts, attacks and clashes
with the police inthe pastweek.

Rallies were held on Sunday in
the towns of Turbat, Pasni and
Khuzdar but no incidents were
reported.

Security was tight in Quetta
where a multi-party alliance was to
hold a separate rally later in the
evening.

Police and paramilitary troops
were deployed at povernment
buildings and key intersections in
the city, witnesses saicd.

The rallies were against the
killing of Bugti and the refusal to
hand over the body to his family,
nnl:éona]ist leader Akhtar Mengal
said.

(36 Air IL'_Ichn::

e e

Abu Solaiman

FROM PAGE 16
"Solaiman Chowdhury played an
important role in bringing the
remains of the martyred Flt Lt
Birshrestha Matiur Rahman from
Pakistan,' said a Bangabhaban
release.

Meanwhile, Abdul Halim made
a courtesy call on President
lajuddin Ahmed at Bangabhaban
yesterday.

6 fishermen

FROM PAGE 1

Bakkhali river 1.5km west of Cox's
Bazar beach and talked with the
surviving fisherman.

Jono Majhi said the pirates in
the puise of fishermen accompa-
nied them in caching fish in the
Bay.

He named the pirates as Robin,
35, Razzak, 38, Shani, 28, Kalam, 22,
Horathi, 30, and Nonoyea, 25.

JCD forces

FROMPAGE 1

Sources said the JCD gathered
around 3,500 students from differ-
ent dormitories of DU to join the
procession from Naya Bazar to
Gabtoli.

A number of students said the
ICD men launched a room-to-
room campaign on the eve of the
procession and told first, second
and third year students to join the
procession.

They said the JCD men took
them to their dormitory
guestrooms and threatened that
they would be driven out of the
dormitory, if they failed to join the
procession.

General Secretary of JCD DU
unit told The Daily Star that
nobody was forced to join the
procession and the students joined
because they were either invited,
loved ICD or had friendship with
JCD leaders.

Six peacekeepers

FROM PAGE 1

upazila under Jhalakathi district,
lance corporal M Abdus Sattar (6
Field Regiment, Artillery) hailing
from village Dariapur in
Chapainawabganj upazila under
the district, soldier Abdul Halim
(27 Field Regiment, Artillery)
hailing from village Bara Chaisuti
in Kuliarchar upazila under
Kishoreganj district, soldier
Mohammad Kamruzzaman Khan
e Hegiment.

ENeryl o rlage (1) W
A A

Shahid Mia (32 Field Regiment,
Artillery) of village Shatra in

Kulaura upazila under
Moulvibazar district and soldier M
Mizanur Rahman (24 Field
Regiment, Artillery) of village
Bhakutia under Jessore district.

On the way, the driver of one of
the trucks lost control and the
accident occurred, killing five on
the spot, while another suc-
cumbed to his injuries at a loeal
hospital.

A group of B0 Bangladeshi
peacekeepers including the sbcleft
the country on August 25 and
reached the former French colony
the same day to join a UN peace-
keeping mission. In four military
trucks, they started from
Yamoussoukro for Abidjan, 250km
away. .

Nearly 3,000 Bangladeshi
soldiers are working with the UN
peacekeeping mission in Ivory
Coast, sources in Bangladesh
Army said, adding that around
10,000 Bangladeshis are working
in 12 UN missions worldwide.

Ctg port deadlock

FROM PAGE 1
the service providers, not the
exporters orimporters, he added.

The misunderstanding arose
when the CFTC imposed $130 for
each twenty-equivalent-unit
container as congestion surcharge
from June 5 and realised around Tk
210crore.

The BGMEA termed this "irra-
tional” and sought refund of the
money. It filed a writ against impo-
sition of the surcharge on June 9
and a contempt petition on August
3L

Meanwhile, sources said a huge
congestion will occur at the
Chittagong Port as the overseas
aperators, who ship around 65 per
cent containers, will continue
suspension of loading and unload-
ingecontainersuntil Tuesday.

Sources said a total of ten con-
tainer vessels were berthing at
different jetties of Chittagong Port
while four departed with exported
goods and four others took berth-
ing at the port yesterday. Another
five vessels were in the outer
anchorage waitingforberthing.

Around 2,000 containers loaded
with mainly readymade garments
have stockpiled at the Chittagong
Port during the last two days, port
sources said.

Around 1,100 twenty-
equivalent-unit containers usually
leave for Singapore through five
feeder vessel operators to join the
Main Line Operators to reach
destinations in Europe and
America.

Around 35 feeder vessels--of
them 20 owned by the three foreign
companies--carry around eight
lakh containers to and from
Chittagong Port.
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New EC commissioner

FROM PAGE 16
just a eourtesy call and it is not
irregular”

¢ newly appointed election
commissioner, who left the secre-
tariat premises after spending
about two hours there, said, "It is
just & casual visit. Nothing signifi-
cant was discussed during the
eourtesy call. We only exchanged
pleasantries.”

Former election commissioner
Justice Naimuddin Ahmed said
there is nothing wrong with the
visit to the BEC Secretariat before
taking the oath. "After being
appointed as an election commis-
sioner, heorshe can make courtesy
calls, but cannot assume the office
before taking the oath,”
Naimudcdin told The Daily Star.

A former adviser to a caretaker
government however on condition
of anonymity said Mansur should
hayevisited the EC Secretariat after
taking the oath. "There may not be
any Iegal problem about the visit,
but it does look odd," he told The
Daily Star.

After arriving at the secretariat
yesterday, Mansur entered the
office of EC Secretary Abdur Rashid
Sarkar and stayed there for 45
minutes. Election Commissioner
SM Zakaria also entered the secre-
tary'sroom and after a fewminutes
came out with the newly appointed
election commissioner.

Then they entered the office

room of the CEC where Election

‘Commissioner Justice Mahfuzur

Rahman was talkingto the chief.

CEC MA Aziz, and election
commissioners -- Justice
Mahfuzur, Zakaria and Hasan
Mansur -- talked for over half an
hour. "It was just a courtesy visit,"
CEC MA Azizsaid.

While leaving the EC Secretariat
premises, Mansur declined to
comment on the visit. He also
refused to comment on the present
situation ofthe EC,

Talking to reporters, the EC
secretary said the newly appointed
election commissioner was his
colleague before. He said the secre-
tariat sent a letter to the Supreme
Court's registrar for arra gl‘:ﬁ an
oath-taking ceremony that will be
conducted by thechiefjustice.

The newly appointed election
commissioner has been giving
interviews to private satellite chan-
nels since last Friday, On Satmdar,
inaninterview with a private satel-
lite television channel, Mansur
said the present EC is able to con-
duct the next parliamentary elec-
tioninafree and fair manner.

His remarks apparently ensured
thathe will support the CEC inlock
stép with the other two election
commigsionérs, Justice Mahfuzur
and Zakaria, who backed MA Aziz
on the issue of preparing the con-
troversial fresh voter list.

Commuters suffer

FROM PAGE 1

Commuters and vehicles were seen
waiting for hours at different inter-
sections including Gulistan,
Malibagh, Mouchak, Bangla Motor,
Sonargaon, Farmgate, Asadgate
and Shaymoli while the drivers and
vehicle owners were advised (o
take alternative roads.

Thousands of city-dwellers
were stranded in the public and

rivate vehlicles and rickshaws for
ours and the commuters had to
waitat the busstops foralong time.

Evenafter 9:00pm, many people
were seen walking (o their destina-
tions while many others were
waiting for transport to get back
home,

“Alter remaining stranded on
the jam-packed Airport Road for
over an hour, [ got down from the
bus near the Shaheen College and
walked to Kdrwan Bazar to attenc
my evening office,” said a commu-
Ler.

Asma Akhter, who left her office
near Farmgate at 5:00pm, took one
hour and a half to reach her Green
Road residence

Pritne Minister Khaleda Zia was
present at the procession and
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unusually clean procession routes.

The city corporation removed
all the garbage containers from the
procession routes and a large
number ofcleaners were employed

tosweep the roads. -

The security personnel allowed
only the BNP supporters holding
flags and festoons to wait beside
the roads while the commuters hacl
to stand far away from the streets:
and bus stops. At noon, there was
no public transport at the eity's
busy Farmgate intersection, as it
fellon the procession routes.

Hundreds of ruling party sup-
porters were waiting on the street
at different points including
Shantinagar, Maghbazar, Bangla
Motor, Green Road, Asadgate and
Shaymoli from noon while lanes of
the adjoining areas became packed
with vehicles and rickshaws.

As the procession was passing
the Mouchak intersection,
Gulistan-bound vehicles from
Rampura were stranded for around
one hour, causing a three-
kilometre long traffie tailback from
Mouchak to Badda.

MANNAN BHUIYAN STATEMENT

BNP Secretary General and LGRD
and Cooperatives Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan in a statement
last night asked the city dwellers to
excuse the ruling party and its front

jamsresulting from the procession.

Besides, he expressed gratitude
to the partymen for their efforts to
make the anniversary programs
suceesstul,

British police

FROMPAGE 16

training regime, designed (o indoc-
trinate recruits into the extremist
Islamie cause.” The Observer news-
paper said police were investigating
a network of terror training camps
across Britain, which have been
operatinginisolated, rural areas,

Police said the arrests were not
linked to the July 2005 London bomb-
ings, which killecl 56 people, includ-
ing the four British Islamist extremist
suicide bombers.

Nor were they connected to the
massive August 10 cotnter-terrorism
operation against an alleged plot to
blowupUS-bound aircraft.

That ongoing investigation led to
mare than two dozen arrests, unprec-
edented security measures al airports
worldwide and brought the likelihood
of further terror atrocities sharply
backintopublicfocus.

Searches were taking place at
unspecified locations across
Landon, but one at the Jameah
Islamiyah school in the rural village
of Mark Cross in Sussex, south of
London, was attracting particular
attention.

It was reported that the site, with
large grounds, was once booked fora
weekend by radical Muslim cleric Abu
Hamzaandhis followers for training,

Egnptian-bum Hamza, the one-
eyed, hook-handed former imam of
the once-extremist Finsbury Purk
masque in north London, was jailed
for eight years earlier this year for
soliciting o murder and race-hate
crimes.

The 900-pound (1,300-euro,
1700-dollar) a year school is inde-

endently run and provides an
slamic education for Muslim boys
aged11to 15,

Sussex Police said no arrests had
been made there but the search
couldtake "days, possibly weeks".

The Sunday Times newspaper,
which ran dn interview lnst weekend
with Abu Abdullah - considered
Hameza's deputy -- said hishome was
oneofthose raided.

He had boasted how he would
“love” to kill British troops in
Afghanistan and how the London
bombers were his "honourable
brothersinlslam”,

Actording to the BBC, 12 of the
suspects were detained in the
Borough area of inner south London
at a halal Chinese restaurant, The
Bridge to China Town, which is
popularwith local Muslims.

OfF the two others, one was
arrested in east London while the
locationofthe lastwas not specified.

An unnamed security source
ﬂuoled by PA said there was no evi-

ence of any imminent attack and it
was not yetclear if the men were part
ofonegrouporanumber.

Police have not revealed what
promptedthem to act.

In an interview to be broadcast
Sunday, the head of the Met's Anii-
Terrorist Branch said thousands of
British Muslims were under surveil-
lance for direct or indirect involve-
mentin terrorism.

Peter Clarke also told the BBC
television documentary that the
security services were particularly
concerned bz the links forged
between British citizens of Pakistani
descentand militants in Pakistan.

Miany young British Muslims with
Pakistani backgrounds travel to the
country to visit relatives or attend
"religious” campswhere they may be
targeted by extremists.

‘Two of the London bombers were
allegedly trained in explosives during
onesuch visit.

Police in Manchester, northwest
England, said the arrest of two men
there on Saturday under the
Terrorism Act 2000 was not con-
nected tothe London aperation.

‘Two suspects
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arrestees admitted to their involve-
ment with the incidents. "They
admitted to haﬂng thrown the gre-
nades themselves,” the investigator
claimed.

The two young men, hailing from
Svlhethadlong been evading artests..

The investigators were bringing
them to the capital for quizzing since
filingofthisreportat 12:00am today:

British High Commissioner
Anwaruzzaman Chowdhury and 70
others were wounded while three
were killed in a grenade attack at the
shrineof Hajrat Shahjalalin Sylheton
May 21,2004,

Former finance minister Shah
AMS Kibria and four Awami League
activists were killed in another gre-
nade attack on an AL rally at Boidder
Bazar in Habiganj on January 27, last

ar,

PM finalised
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her 4-party alliance?” Hasina, the
chief guest of the discussion, posed
the question to her prineipal politi-
calrival.

She wondered how the govern-
ment could “influence the judiciary
and overnight withdraw” the cor-
ruption cases against former auto-
crat Ershad.

“Khaleda's pre-election pledge
wis to eliminate corruption and
terrorism,” Hasina said, adding,
"How could it be possible to fight
against corruption by lifting the
corruption cases against Ershad?
And how could it be pessible to
eliminate terrorism by killing inno-
cent people and opposition men
withouttrial?”

She urged the people to get
united to free the nation from the
politics where power, wealth and
comfortare the only consideration.

AL leader Obaidul Kader, writer
Selina Hossain, Dr Mizanur
Raliman, Momtaz Latif and Chatra
League General Secretary Mahfuzul
Haider Roton, among others, spoke
on the occasion where Chhatra
League President Mahamud Hasan
Ripon presided.

N Korea
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strained after North Korea's missile
tests in July.

China is the North's main bene-
factor. Beijing voted in support of a
UN Security Council resolution
chastising Pyongyang for the mis-
sile tests.

Beijing wis expected to convey
its formal invitation to Kim early
this week when its new ambassa-
dor to Pyongyang takes office,
Yonhap reported, citing unnamed
diplomatic sources in Seoul and
Heijing.

South Korean and the USintelli-
gence authorities have detected
suspicious vehicle movement in
and out of North Korea's major
missile test site, Yonhap quoted a
government source in Seoul as
saying in a separate report on
Sunday.

"Military intelligence officials
have spotted movements by sev-
eral large vehicles in the North's
Gitdaeryeong area,” Yonhap cited
the unidentified source assaying.

"They don't rule out the possi-
bility that it is part of preparations
foradditional missile tests."

The area was used in the test-
firing of seven missiles by the North
an July 5. These included the
North's Taepodong-2 missile,
which fizzled out soon after the
launch but one day may have a
range to hit parts of US territory,
experts said.

A government official in Seoul
played down theYonhap report.

"As far as we know, no new
vehicles have moved in that area,”"
the official, who is familiar with
defence matters, fold Reuters by
telephone, The official, who asked
not to be identified, said the activ-
ity was among vehicles that have

¢ beenatthe sitesince July.

"Given this, it may be too much
af a stretch to say this indicates the
possibility of new missile tests by
the North." -

Biman employees
FROM PAGE 1

finaneial crisis,” said another BAPA
leader adding that a conspiracy is
an to introduce foreign aitlines in
the country at the expense of
Biman,

As part of the agitation, the
pilots will not operate any flights
along the domestic routes from
September 6. Biman flights
between the capital and Syedpur,
Rajshahi, Barisal and Cox's Bazar
will remain suspended from
Augusts.

Meanwhile, the civil aviation
and tourism ministry has called a
eeting for wday to reseclve the

was yet to decide whether they
would join the talks to be held at
the conference room of the minis-
try.
Another meeting between
Finance Minister M Saifur Rabman
and State Minister for Civil Aviation
and Tourism Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir today will also discuss the
fund erunch at Biman.

Earlier on Saturday, the Pilots
Association at a press conference
placed a 14-point demand aimed
at removing the financial difficul-
ties and ending different irregulari-
ties at the state airliner.

Phulbari flare-up
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government help soon.

Alkram told The Daily Star that
around 10 policemen beat him up
breaking his leg and hand after he
was bullet-hit. He said he did net
receive anything from the govern-
mentyet.

Dactors of the hospital said the
victims, who have received bullets
in the hand, chest and lower part of
their body, should immediately be
shifted to Dhaka for better weat-
ment,

The families of the victims told
The Daily Star that they are having

financial difficulties treating thetm

in Dinajpur and moving them to
Dhaka is a proposition they cannot
afford. They said they have o
spend around Tk 600-700 every day
fortheir treatment.

Duty doctor Abul Kalam Azad
said a magistrate on Saturday
visited the hospital only to collect
information about the victims.
However, the victims' families
alleged neither government offi-
cials nor any members of the
Committee to Protect Oil, Gas,
Mineral Resources, Electricity and
Port have paid thema visit.

Meanwhile, Md Bakul, 20, and
Dulal, 14, who were receiving
treatment at Rangpur Medical
College Hospital, have been shifted
to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University [(BSMML)
Hospital in Dhaka yesterday.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer of
Phulbari Hasan Sarwar yesterday
said they are preparing the list of
the injured. He sald they would
send the list to Dhaka for the allo-
cation of funds for the victims'
treatment onceitis finalised. Asked
when the fundswill be available, he
said it would take at least 20 to 25
days forthe fund to arrive.

Elderly man
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who owns the shop, said about a
month ago anunknown man called
on his mobile phone and
demanded Tk 5 lakh as toll, which
herefused outright.

The criminal might have come
to kill him as he refused to meet his
demand, but killed his father
instead as he wasnot present there,
Harun added.
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Democratsona |
roll in battle for

e

US Congress

REUTERS, Washington

Democrats enter the fall campaign
with a clear edge in the high-stakes
fight for control of the US Congress,
riding a wave of momentum that
has them paositioned to retake the
US House of Representatives and
make significant gains in the
Senate,

President George W Bush's low
approval ratings and public dissat-
isfaction with the Iraq war, gas
prices and the country's direction
threaten Republican leadership in
Congress and put Democrats
within reach of victory on
November7, analysts said.

"I don't think the question any
longer is can Democrats win con-
trol of Congress, it's can
Republicans do anything to stop
it?" said AmyWalter, House analyst
for the nonpartisan Cook Political
Report newsletter. "All the factors
and issues are pushing so strongly
against Republicans.”

All 435 House seats, 34 of 100
Senate seats and 36 governorships
are at stake in November's election,
with Demoerats needing to pick up
156 House seats and six Senate seats
to reclaim majorities.

Strategists in both parties say the
glum public mood has created a
strong glesire for change and given
Demodiats a big advantage at the
traditional opening of the campaign
season on Monday's Labor Day
holiday.

"It's too late to fix the national
mood -- it's not going to be fixed,"
said Republican pollster Frank
Luntz. "The major issues are not
playing well for Republicans this
year, and Republicans are not play-
ingwell withAmerica thisyear."

History Is also with Democrats -
the party holding the White House
traditionally loses seats in a presi-
dent's sixth year. The modern excep-
tionwas 1998, when public unhappi-
ness over the Republican-led
impeachment of President Bill

Clinton helped Demacrats gain five
Houseseats, F

"This looks like a classic sixth-
year election,” said University of
Virginia political scientist Earry
Sabato, who called the president’s
low approval r:ll‘ings. hovering at
about 40 percent, "the single best
indicatorforany mid-termelégtion.”

A Democratic majority in even
one chamber of Con would
slam the brakes on what is left of
Bush's second-term legislative
agenda and hasten his desceht into
lame-duck status in the final two
years ofhis presidency.

Dhaka jail guard
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about 11:45am on September 1. He
was loitering on Nazimuddin Road,
adjacent to the jail.

Later, following up the leads
obtained from him, the Rab-2 team
arrested the other four and found
two firearms in their possession.
"Faruq had a pistol in his trousers
pocketwhile Delwar had a revolver
strapped around his waist,” reads
the first information report (FIR)
filed against them.

The arrestees had been handed
over to Kotwali police, who took
each of them on a day's remand for
quizzing under firearms act.

Investigating Officer Makbul
Hossain last night said the quizzing
was still going on. He said he was
enqulriniab—:}urhﬂckgmunds af

the other arrestees but no crim-
inal records have yet been found
againstthem.

"They will be sent to the jail
tomorrow [today], and we may
seek further remand,” Makbul, a
sub-inspector, told The Daily Star.

Meanwhile, the jail authorities
said they will have a probe into the
matter.

"We are still in the darkas to how
he got the arms" said Senior
Superintendent of Jail AKM
Manjurul Karim adding that
departmental actions will be taken
against him.

Iran rea
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Analysts say [ran may have been
embaldened in its nuclear standolf
by the Lebanon conilict, which
Tehran declared a victory for
Hezbollah. :

Annan's visit cainie just days after
Tehran failed to meet a UN Security
Council deadline to halt sensitive
nuclear work which the Unired
States says is aimed at producing a
nuclear weapon but which Tehmn
Saysisto meet energyneeds,

"On the nuclear issue, the presi-
dent reaffirmed to me lman's pre-
paredness and determination to
negotiate and fnd a solution to the
crisis,” Annan told a news confer-
enceinTehran,

Annan added that Ahmadinejad
had told him [ran “does not accept
suspension (of uranium enrich-
ment) before negotiations," as
demanded by the UN Security
Coungeil.

UN officials said Annan had also
requested to meet Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who is the
highest authority under the Islamic
Republic's system of clerical rule.
Khamenei has also said Iran would
press ahead withits atomic plans.

UN officials said early on Sunday
that no meeting with Khamenei had
been scheduled so Annan was
expected to leave Iran later on
Sundaywithoutseeing him.

Iran has repeatedly shrugged off
the threat of sanctions, saying they
would hurt industrialized countries
more than Iran, the world's fourth
largest oil exporter, because such a
step would drive already high oil
priceshigherstill.

il tl&iigk the ;;Ec Inf g}gﬁcﬁcns is
more a oloj ame,”
Foreign I\dmisg'y spukeglman %[amid
Reza Asefi told a news conference,
"Right now we should think about

irms support

solving the issues through negotia-
tions,"

fran has insisted on holding more
talks to resolve the dispute, although
some Western diplomats have

viewed that as a tictie by Tehran to—

stallandavold takingaction,

Annan said international peace-

keepers were deploying quickly 1o
south Lebanon, joining Lebanese
soldiers moving inte the region.
"That would constitute a credible
force,” he said, adding that Israeli
troops would then be able to with-
draw.
More than 500 Italian troops had
landed in south [ebanon by mid-
moming on Sunday from a force of
800 that had arrived off Lebanon to
help keep the peace. Heavy equip-
ment would be flown in later on
Sunday, a UN spokesman said,

Italy has pledged 3,000 troops o a
UN plan to increase the existing

2,000 peacekeepers in Lebanon to

15,000 to help enforce the truce.
Italy's contingent will be the biggest
inthe force, known asUnifil Il

"“The presence of Unifil forces ...
and Lebanese forces should acceler-

ate the retreat of the Isrmeli regime's .

forces from the land they s
under occupation,” Mottaki said. He
also called for Israel's "siege” of
Lebanon to end quickly

UN spokesman Ahmad Fawzi

have .

edrlier told Reuters Annan had raised

the issue of the arms emb with
Mottaki when they met on Saturday
but he did not give details of the
response.

Fawzi also said Ahmadinefad had
told Annanin telephonetalks priorto
his visit that Iran had reservations
about some articles of the resolution
butwould stillcooperate initsimple-

oy

mentation. Hedid notsaywhatthose 1

reservations were.

No 2 al-Qaeda leader
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"We believe that al-Qaeda in Iraqg
suffers from a serious leadership
crisis. Our troops have dealt fatal
and painful blows to this organisa-
tion," the security adviser saicl.

Al-5aeedi was "directly respon-
sible” for the person who carried
out the bombing of a Shia shrine in
Samarra in February, al-Rubaie
added. The bombing inflamed
tensions between Shia and Sunni
Muslims and triggered reprisal
attacks that continuestill.

"Al-Saeedi carried out al-
Qaeda's policies in Iraq and the
orders of the slain al-Zarqawi to
incite sectarian violence in the
country, through attempting to
start a civil war between Shias and
Sunnis but their wishes did not
materialize, " al-Rubaieadded.

After his arrest, al-Saeedi gave
up information that led to the
arrestordeathof 11 topal-Qeedain
Iraq figures and nine lower-level
members, he added. He would not
reveal the identities of the others,
or where al-Saeedi was captured,
forsecurity reasons,

After al-Zarqawi was killed,
authorities obtained information
about al-Saeedi indicating he had
been operating in Salahuddin
province, al-Rubaie said. He later
moved south to northern Baghdad
and had been operating outside

Bagouba, the same area where al-
Zarqawiwas killed.

Al-Saeedi had been hiding in a
residential building, the security
adviser said. "He wanted to use
children and women as human
shields during the arrest, which is
why the operation was based ona
very precise military plan to pre-
serve the lives of women and chil-
dren in the building," al-Rubaie
said, adding that there were no
casualties during the arrest,

"Hamed al-Saeedi supervised
terrorist groups that kidnapped
peaple for ransom, and killed
policemen after they received their
salaries in order to finance terrorist
operations,” the security adviser
said. "He used to order terrorist
operations using mortars and
roadside bombs, which led to the
killing of several troops and inno-
centcivilians.” = t

He said al-Saeedi alse super-
vised the creation of death squads
and ordered assassinations, bomb-
ings, kidnappings and attacks on
Iraqi police and army checkpoints.

"The operations were brutal
and merciless," he gaid,

Al-Saeedi's capture "will affect
al-Qaeda in Iraq and its operations
against our peaple, especially
those aimed at inciting sectarian
strife,” al-Rubaie saicd.

-



