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Painting exhibition

'Speechless’: Coming together of
avant-garde artists

FAYZA HAQ

remain. In Sailing she shows a boat moving

N interesting collection of avant-garde
paintings is currently on at the exhibi-

tion titled Speechless, held at the

gallery of Alliance Francaise.

Najma Akhter, one of the artists, says,
"Colours are like alphabets and by arranging
them together we express our feelings, emo-
tions, hopes and fears in the form of a vision."
Having studied Oriental Art, she had teachers
like Abdus Sattar and Hashem Khan. Apart
from them, she also had the guidance of
Rafiqun Nabi. From overseas her sources of
inspiration have been Miro and Matisse. She
has broken the forms and only the colours

hood.

out into the distance with a backdrop of gray
and black. In the painting From the distant
past she brings in the memories of her child-

Nasima Khanum Queenie's paintings have

URAL FEAS

Solo Art Exhibition

Artist: Nilufar Jahan

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya

Date: August 23-29

Time: 10:00 am- 1:00 pm

Artist: Abdus Shakoor

Venue: Shilpangan, Road 3, House
13/A, Dhanmondi

Date: August 24-September 07
Time: 10:00 am- 1:00 pm and 5:00
pm-8:00 pm

Classical Musical
Soiree

Artist: Shaheenur Reza and Rezwan Ali
Organiser: Shuddha Sangeet Prosar
Goshthi

Venue: Bishwa Shahittya Kendra, Dhaka
Date: August 31

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Cha Garam

Organiser: Pathshala: South Asian
Institute of Photography

Venue: Alliance Francaise-Gallery
Zoom

Date: August 10-23

Time: 9 am-12 pmand 5 pm-9 pm

handmade paper.

phorical imagery.

been inspired by nature although earlier she
had dealt with figures. Her teachers had been
Mahmudul Haque, Shahid Kabir, Qayyum
Chowdhury and Abdur Razzaque. Moon and
the woods has its roots in Robert Frost's poem
The road not taken and it has a brown paper
collage to represent tree trunks lining a gray
path lit up by a partially visible moon. Marsh
brings in the marshy lands in layers of yellow,
orange and gray. Queenie enjoys putting in
washes of water colour, adding and subtract-
ing hues at will with strokes of her brush on

Shahadat Hossain, who is based in Paris
and visits Dhaka from time to time, has some
of his paintings included in the exhibition. He
had held his third solo in Bangladesh recently.
His paintings in water colour, oil and mixed
media have been including more and more
figures and images with the passage of time.
The paintings deal with the conflicts of a
tormented soul. In his work the figures are
simplified and made abstract to present
suffering in a metaphorical tone. He does not
go in for poetic imagery or pleasant colours.
His presentations are geometrical and solid.
At the same time he uses symbolic and meta-

Qamrul Islam Nadeem has acrylic on
canvas in his depiction of the courtyard in the
Institute of Fine Arts, DU. Here he has used
crimson red instead of green grass and star-
tling blue where there was gray cement, along
with black trees to bring in experimentation
with sunset. Expression presents a mixed

Marsh by Queenie (top) and painting by Shahadat Hossain

media study of lounging women with pen and
crayon. The figures appear to be at repose
after a dance class. Those who have influ-
enced him most are Shishir Bhattacharya and

Nisar Hussain.

Arup Kumar Borua has geometrical shapes
which are dear to him and which represent a
changing lifestyle for the artist. He plays with
texture, bringing in a collage and deals with

like startling reds, browns and greens. Arup
deals with oblongs, squares, circles and
rectangles. Certain lettering that go with the
composition have been added too.

Fakhrul Islam had his bold landscapes that

innumerable flamboyant contrasting colours

he had done with press ink and mustard. They
appeared like symphonies in lines and dots.
Nadir Shahrier's depictions of birds are also
moving.

On the move

Laila: All that jazz...

KAVITA CHARANJI

Enter the candle lit environs of Le
Saigon in Gulshan and the recorded
music of jazz greats Louis
Armstrong, Nat King Cole and
others remind one of what is in
store. Yes it is upcoming jazz vocal-
ist Laila Plamondon who captured
many a heart at her performance on
August 21.

Laila's bold, confident and chatty
style belied her 20 years. Beginning
with the energetic Frank Sinatra song
Fly me to the moon, the young singer
wenton to perform other jazz classics
such as New York New York, I left my
heart in San Francisco and All of me.
Laila also rendered It had to be you
and Home by Canadian artiste
Michael Bublé, the evergreen Fever
by Peggy Lee, I will always love you
and Saving all my love for you of
Whitney Houston.

A high point of the evening was a
song where a guest joined in. The
number, the famous Unforgettable,
showcased a near perfect rendition
of an all time favourite by the duo. In
addition, Laila did an a cappella
rendition of Prayer, originally featur-
ing Celine Dion and Luciano
Pavarotti.

Laila, a psychology major and
music minor at Smith College, Mas-
sachusetts, has truly had a memora-
ble homecoming.

Laila had a conversation with this
correspondent at The Daily Star
office recently. Talking about her

pop songs because that is what most
audiences want to hear. Now that |
have earned a name, achieved what|
was capable of, | prefer to stick to
jazz.” Among her favourite ‘jazz
standards' are Billy Holiday, Ella
Fitzgerald, Frank Sinatra and Sara
Vaughn. In the world of pop there's
Celine Dion and no she is not
abashed by syrupy music. “We need
mush. In fact my audition song is / will
always love you.”

Laila has made appearances in
New York's Carnegie Hall and the
West Point Academy. Back home
she has performed in Sylhet and
Chittagong in addition to Dhaka.
Overseas she has also captivated
audiences in Bangkok and Kolkata.

As if university and singing at
various functions were not enough,
Laila is in the thick of other activi-
ties. She is a member of the South
Asian Students' Association which
has done a number of fundraisers
for victims of the Tsunami and
Pakistan earthquake. She is also
involved with the Jazz Ensemble
where she practices once a week
and performs every now and then.

At Smith College, she has won
acclaim. In March she was
adjudged the first Smith Superstar.

And no, Laila is not basking in
the glory of her latest performance.
With one eye on the future, she
plans to fuse her distinctive style of
jazz with Bengali classical music.

Talent hunt

Selection round of Closeup1
ends in Dhaka

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The ongoing Closeup? musical
talent hunt has created a buzz, like it
did last year. Selection rounds of
Closeup1 '06 were held at the
Bangladesh Institute of Administra-
tion and Management (BIAM)
auditorium, New Eskaton from
August 18to 21.

In the selection rounds held in
Dhaka the panel of judges narrowed
down the participants and finally
awarded only 40 candidates with
the "Yes Card' out of over 29,000
entries to enable them to go for the
next round. The expert panel of
judges, recognised for their work
and contributions in their respective

fields, made the shortlist entries.
The list of the judges includes
Ahmed Imtiaz Bulbul, Fahmida Nabi
and Kumar Bishwaijit.

Fifty-nine candidates from out-
side Dhaka (Chittagong, Comilla,
Faridpur, Barisal, Khulna, Rajshahi,
Rangpur, Bogra, Mymensingh and
Sylhet) have already been selected.
The 40 selected candidates from
Dhaka will take part in the subse-
quent rounds along with candidates
from outside Dhaka, which will be
held soonin the capital.

The selected candidates will be
groomed by experts. They will
provide tips on various aspects,
including outfit, hair, diction, stage
presence, etiquette, stress man-

agementand others.

Talking about this year's Closeup
1, Ronti Das from Chittagong who
also participated in last year's talent
hunt, says, "There are some new
elements introduced in Closeup1
'06. With an innovative selection
system, the judges selected the
contestants to get the 'Yes Card'. It
is an extremely detailed process,
which was absent in last year's
contest. The selection process is
rigorous to ensure that only contes-
tants with music skills of a certain
standard make it to the finals."

Contestants eagerly await their turn at BIAM

Buzz

Does the new 'Don’ stick to the

original?

Filmmaker Farhan Akhtar's
upcoming remake of the 1978
blockbuster Don starring
Amitabh Bachchan, is creating
quite a buzz.

The music from the original
Don will be recreated in the new
version featuring a remixed,
club-ish take of the classic
theme tune.

The new Don is set to be a
futuristic action/thriller, with a
very stylised look. The director
has so far redefined Bollywood
faces like Saif Ali Khan in Dil
Chahta Hai and Hrithik Roshan
in Lakshya by offering them
roles that extend beyond their
traditional box-office image.

Amitabh Bachchan was 36
when Don was made in 1978;
his dual roles of Vijay and The
Don are still remembered. Shah
Rukh Khan, 40, has acknowl-
edged being massively influ-
enced by the cult film. Which
might prove prophetic for the
film itself. Then again, Khan
also admits this version is a fun
tribute, and can't be compared

Priyanka Chopra takes up the
Bond-girl style role done inimi-
tably by Zeenat Aman in the
original. Zeenat was stunning
as Roma, breaking down men
with her fierce glare -- not to
mention flying kicks. Kareena
Kapoor tries to sizzle on the

dance floor and enact steps
made unforgettable by the
legendary Helen.

Don is set to release for
Eid/Diwali.

Source: Internet
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