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HE government's irrational actions no longer amuse us.
The latest in the list of such actions is the lodging of two

private building that has been

"declared a sub-jail." The government decision to lodge two
convicted prisoners, charged with anti-state activities instead
of keeping them in the condemn cell cannot be rationalised at
all. The government has kept the two condemned JMB king-
pins in a sub-jail in the city's Mirpur area on grounds that are not
only unconvincing, but also untenable under the existing rules.
The security of the convicts should be a matter of concern too.
This is the first time that a special arrangement has been made

By law, condemned prisoners are to be kept confined in the
specified cells of a regular jail. Already there are a number of
other condemned prisoners in the special cells of the Central Jail,

killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman. Why this special arrangement now in respect
tothese two particular JMB leaders?

the administration that the place

has been duly secured with members of Rab and the police do
not hold good. How can a private building with a common
entrance located at a place where members of the public can
pass freely by, be considered secure? On the contrary, itappears
that these two enemies of the people are being given preferential
treatment over the others of the same status for reasons best
known to the government. It is reported in the local media that

provided from outside the jail in

contravention of laws in vogue in this regard.

Although the government has achieved some success in
containing terrorism in the country, actions like this raise many
questions in the minds of the public as to its overall transpar-
ency and sincerity in dealing with terrorism and terrorists. The
government simply must display a watertight plan of action and
relentless commitment in dealing with the terrorists. When it is
a question of state security and the safety of the people, we
must not compromise in any way. If anything goes wrong while
the two JMB kingpins are “housed” under the existing arrange-
ment, it will be the government and the government alone who
will be answerable to the people of the country.

Lebanon's destruction

An assertive UN role needed to end

N emergency relief coordinator, Jan Egeland, has

ids on Beirut a clear breach of

humanitarian law. The fact that one-third of the dead
and wounded are women or children makes it amply clear that
the Israeli planes are relentlessly pounding civilian targets.
Lebanon has to brace for the worst humanitarian crisis in its

Jan Egeland has very rightly emphasised the need for taking
up an evacuation and relief program to avoid deaths and
destruction on an even larger scale. But there is yet no pres-
sure on Tel Aviv to stop killing innocent Lebanese and thus
obviate the relief operation, which of course, is not the answer
to the conflict, which has already caused incalculable damage
to Lebanon. Worse still, Israel Prime Minister Ehud Olmert has
said that hostilities are not going to end quickly, which means
Tel Aviv will continue to press on until its military objective is
fulfilled, no matter what price Lebanon will have to pay forit.

Israel's plan has been fully

endorsed by President Bush and the country will soon receive
a consignment of precision bombs to enhance its firepower.
Meanwhile, the UN has adopted the position of an ineffectual
observer that can only appeal for peace, while the aggressor
remains totally unimpressed and unmoved.

The magnitude of the crisis is so great that people, mostly
foreigners, are leaving the country as emergency evacuation
from the worst hit areas is going on. Air raids have already
destroyed hundreds of buildings and emergency services
have been snapped in many places. And all this is happening in

That the Israeli response was quite disproportionate to
Hezbollah's kidnapping of three enemy soldiers has been estab-
lished beyond any doubt. Nevertheless, the international com-
munity is yet to do anything tangible to protect the people of

sending a UN stabilising force,

but the fact remains that no worthwhile attempt has been made to
stop Israel from waging a totally unjustified war.

Time could be a vital factor if the international community cares
for the lives of the Lebanese people. The UN Security Council

meeting and pass a resolution

calling for a ceasefire without wasting any more time.
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Corruption, corruption everywhere

ANM NuruL HAQUE

—— —

BY THE NUMBERS

TIB released its survey report on corruption in Bangladesh on April 20, 2005.
The survey report revealed that the people of this country pay an estimated
amount of Tk 6.796 crore a year in bribes to the officials and employees of 25
service sector institutions. The amount accounts for roughly 2 percent of
our GDP. TIB conducted "Corruption in Bangladesh: A household survey" in
2004, and revealed that every person in this country pays Tk 485 in bribes,
on an average, to these sectors.

TRANSPARENCY
International, Bangladesh
(TIB) in its corruption data-
base 2005 released on July 5,
claimed that various ministries of
the government embezzled Tk
526.27 crore in 2,128 corruption
incidents during the last fiscal year.
The local government and rural
development (LGRD) ministry
topped the list as it alone misappro-
priated Tk 208.09 crore which was
nearly 40 percent of total embez-
zled money.

Among 47 sectors that came
under TIB scrutiny, LGRD, educa-
tion, police, health and family
planning, and private sectors were
the top five corrupt sectors, while
the secondary education depart-
ment had the highest incidents of
bribery.

The LGRD minister, Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, reacting to the
TIB report, said that legal action
would be taken against the TIB if it
does not withdraw its recent report
in which his ministry is labeled as
the most corrupt. Rejecting the
report at a press conference, he
said that the TIB report was a

bundle of wrong notions which was
prepared with an ulterior motive to
portray the country as a dysfunc-
tional and failed state.

The forest and environment
minister, Tariqul Islam, was very
critical about the survey method
and the sources of information that
had made up the corruption data-
base that had also labeled his
ministry as one of the most corrupt
in Bangladesh.

Prof. Muzaffar Ahmed, the
chairman of the TIB Trustee Board,
also took a strong stance against
the adverse reaction of the LGRD
minister and said that TIB was
ready to face the LGRD ministry
legally if and when it files a suit
against TIB for publication of its
corruption database. At a press
conference held on July 12, Prof.
Ahmed lamented that both the BNP
and AL government have rejected
the TIB reports over the past ten
years, terming them spiteful to their
governments.

TIB's analytical report on corrup-
tion revealed that the government
suffered a financial loss of Tk

4,130,916,489 in 370 incidents of
complain in the year 2004. The
report was prepared after analysing
1,754 news items on corruption
published in 25 newspapers from
January to December 2004. TIB
identified the communication sector
as the most corrupt accounting for
23.86 percent of the corruption
reports in the newspapers. It also
identified the tax department, police,
forest and environment department
and LGRD as other prominent areas
of corruption.

Earlier TIB had released its
survey report on corruption in
Bangladesh on April 20, 2005. The
survey report revealed that the
people of this country pay an esti-
mated amount of Tk 6.796 crore a
year in bribes to the officials and
employees of 25 service sector
institutions. The amount accounts
forroughly 2 percent of our GDP.

TIB conducted "Corruption in
Bangladesh: A household survey"
to find out the nature of corruption,
the broad spectrum, depth, and
losses caused by corruption
between September 10 and
October 24,2004, in approximately

3,000 households of 55 districts
(2,100 households in villages and
900 in towns), and revealed that
every person in this country pays
Tk 485 in bribes, on an average, to
these sectors.

According to the TIB corruption
database, over Tk 34,550 crore
went down the drain from the public
exchequer in the six years since
2000. On the basis of 3,293 news-
paper reports scanned during the
year 2000, TIB said that the gov-
ernment had faced a loss of Tk
17,192.58 crore. TIB discovered a
staggering loss of Tk 11,296 crore
in the year 2001 scanning 1514
newspaper reports. The loss of the
government was Tk 4,391.67 crore
in 2002. It, however, came down
below Tk 1,000 crore in 2003 but
rose to Tk413.09 crore in 2004.

Many of our ministers are
accused of corruption. The Danish
ambassador in Bangladesh
brought the charge of corruption
against the shipping minister, and
the government, and threatened to
stop all development assistance
from Denmark. Two MPs from the
ruling BNP also brought charge of

corruption against the communica-
tion minister. But nothing concrete
has yet been heard about the
inquiry made by the parliamentary
standing committee on the CNG
import scam in which the communi-
cation minister was allegedly
involved

If any proof is needed about the
massive scale of corruption in some
of the ministries, it has been pro-
vided by the latest report carried in
The Daily Star on July 20. The report
entitled "Corruption at
Communications Ministry," pre-
pared on the basis of the investiga-
tion conducted by the
Implementation, Monitoring and
Evaluation Department (IMED),
said that the communications minis-
try inflated a Tk 192 crore road
construction project to Tk 349 crore
by manipulating all components of
the scheme with a view to siphoning
off huge development fund.

The corruption reports of TIB
should be considered as a tip of the
iceberg. Unfortunately, the govern-
ment has always been in the denial
mode whenever corruption
charges were raised against some
ministries. It is obvious that the
government has been soft on all
those involved, and social justice
has been the greatest casualty in
the process.

TIB, as one of 85 accredited
national chapters of Transparency
International across the world,
works at national level to raise
awareness about the damaging
effects of corruption. It advocates
policy reform and increased levels
of accountability and transparency.

It began its activities as a trust in
1996 and since then has been
working as a catalyst for social
movement against corruption and
for promoting good governance in
Bangladesh.

TIB may proceed on the basis of
the experience of Tl India chapter
in their consistent efforts for the
enactment of legislations relating
to Lok Pal (Federal Ombudsman),
Citizens' Right to Information,
electoral reforms, declaration of
assets, audit of political party
accounts, speedy trial of politi-
cians, forfeiture of ill-gotten wealth
and attachment of property, in
order to minimise the incidence of
corruption.

Tl Argentina may also be asked
to send information on voter edu-
cation and accounting of election
expenses. It should be the role of
the TIB to ensure that the promises
made by the political parties in their
manifestos, or otherwise, are
fulfilled by them.

Bangladesh is to corruption as
Brazil is to soccer, so said a British
newspaper of the Guardian group,
while joking about corruption.
Corruption has been so pervasive
that Bangladesh has to face such
humiliation in the international
arena. It is a shame the nation
could do away with if the ruling
stalwarts, and the privileged, were
not corrupt and did not abuse
power and position.

ANM Nurul Haque is a columnist of The
Daily Star.

Reinvention is the mother of necessity
Ewg

M.J. AKBAR

OVERNMENTS tend to
G begin to lose the plotin the
third year of their terms.

That is predictable and comes with
the calendar. The trouble with Dr
Manmohan Singh's government is
that more than one plotis meander-
ing out of control. In fact, there are
so many plots around, that Delhi is
in danger of looking like a colony.

The nuclear deal with America
has been a principal focus of the
Prime Minister. From 18 July last
year, every step along the way has
been greeted with relief and
applause in Delhi, and all scepti-
cism was brushed aside as preju-
dice, every question dismissed as
bias. When the committees of the
American legislatures endorsed
the enabling Bill in June, the recep-
tion in Delhi's establishment was
triumphant. If he has done it once,
he has done it a dozen times, but
foreign secretary Shyam Saran led
the cheers. It was clear to the blind
that new conditions had been
imposed, but this was airily
shrugged off as non-binding. This
was the term used.

What were the terms?

From January 31 next year, the

BYLINE

A reshuffle is not the recipe. The UPA government has to reinvent itself. Two
years in power have separated the theoretical from the possible, and the possible
from the practical. The basic doctrine of the Manmohan Singh government is a
common minimum program full of good intentions that no one quite knows how
to putinto practice. The prime minister needs to reinvent the route map.

President of the United States
would provide the US Congress
with a report on the rate of produc-
tion of fissile material useable in
nuclear weapons, the assembly of
"nuclear-explosive devices" as well
as the amount of uranium mined in
India. Currently, these are secrets
that the Prime Minister is not
obliged to share with every mem-
ber of the Indian Cabinet, and
indeed does not. But from next
year, we were ready to share it with
every member of the US Congress!
The deal needs annual approval,
and that approval is dependent on
Congress getting this report. | may
be short of the kind of IQ required to
run the government of India, but
one hopefully has basic common
sense. What is non-binding about
this condition?

The American President also
has to tell his legislatures what he
has done to "encourage India to
identify and declare a date by which
India would be willing to stop pro-
duction of fissile material." What
could be more specific than this?
Other voices, including that of
secretary of state Condoleezza
Rice, have confirmed that America
does not recognise India as a
nuclear-weapons state and that

this deal is a process by which
India's nuclear capability can be
monitored and kept under control.
The exact phrase used by the US
Congress is "reduction and even-
tual elimination."

It soon became evident, that not
only were the conditions binding,
but the binding was going to begin
pretty soon. According to a commit-
ment given by Dr Manmohan Singh
to Parliament, India would not
accept inspections until all restric-
tions had been removed. That
sequence has been turned upside
down. The inspections come first.
But the triumphalism of Delhi did
notwane.

Suddenly, on the eve of Dr
Singh's visit to St. Petersburg in
late July, word was put out that he
would express some reservations
about the deal to President Bush
when the two met. What happened
in the three weeks between Delhi's
welcome to the House committee
conditions and Dr Singh's visit to
St. Petersburg?

In terms of public perception, the
most important event was the
anger of the scientists who had
fathered our nuclear program, and
the support they received from
those who were still serving but

could not, by the terms of their
employment, speak out. Dr Homi
Sethna cannot be accused of being
partisan, or of bias, or ignorance.
Ditto Dr P.K. lyengar, another
former chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission. Suddenly,
they were not alone. But the Prime
Minister has ignored criticism
before, unwavering in his convic-
tion that this is the agreement that
will protect the nation in the fore-
seeable future. He also surely sees
it as a historical achievement (as
probably does the Bush adminis-
tration, although for entirely differ-
entreasons).

The most credible assumption is
that President Abdul Kalam has
either written to, or had a word with
the Prime Minister, and that Dr
Singh carried to Bush not his own
concerns but the President's con-
cerns. President Kalam has built up
extraordinary credibility within the
country, winning the affection of its
children and the trust of its adults.
There is nothing false about his
humility, nothing artificial about his
simplicity. If our presidential elec-
tions were direct, rather than indi-
rect, President Kalam would be re-
elected by a substantial margin.
Add to this his professional reputa-

tion as a scientist and the leader of
the team that gave us Pokhran 2 on
May 11, 1998 (there are fascinating
details in former foreign minister
Jaswant Singh's fascinating new
book of memoirs,"A Call to
Honour," published by Rupa). Such
stature is difficult to ignore. The
President does not have executive
powers in our polity, but he has
every right to advise his govern-
ment. President Kalam's moral
authority is his strongest weapon.

It is bad news for a government
when a president has to intervene.
The prime minister clearly had to be
convinced about the drawbacks,
but the problem is elsewhere. Dr
Singh has been very poorly served
by his administration, and in partic-
ular the foreign office. It is India's
ambassador to Washington and
the foreign secretary who should
have flagged the problems, instead
of placing their personal reputa-
tions above the common interest.
Professionals lulled the prime
minister, which is why the concerns
took so long to reach him. We do
not yet know what objections he
has raised, but the need for vigi-
lance hasincreased.

The nuclear deal is the key
element of a foreign policy that is
drifting in the shallows. The govern-
ment has lost the plot on economic
policy and domestic security as
well, as is apparent from any day's
headlines. The Natwar Singh
episode indicates that the govern-
ment even tends to lose its bal-
ance. After months of completely
disproportionate harassment in the
name of investigation, and more
than one jolly trip abroad, the
authorities have found nothing. It is

probable that the Pathak enquiry
commission will exonerate both Mr
Singh and his son very soon. The
Prime Minister still cannot find a
replacement for a foreign minister
who could hold his own, and has no
response to faintly-disguised
taunts from Islamabad on the
subject.

What should a government do
when it has lost its way? Actually,
the simplest solution is to stand still
and ask for directions, but govern-
ments are terrified that they might
be caught doing the obvious thing.
Complication is more their style.

Areshuffle is not the recipe. The
UPA government has to reinvent
itself. Two years in power have
separated the theoretical from the
possible, and the possible from the
practical. The basic doctrine of the
Manmohan Singh government is a
common minimum program full of
good intentions that no one quite
knows how to put into practice. The
prime minister needs to reinvent
the route map. We all want eco-
nomic growth with a human face,
as it was quaintly called. But more
attention should have been paid to
the contours of the human face.
Words are used at the highest
levels of government, with no effort
to flesh them out. You get the sense
that the partners in this coalition do
not have a common agenda, but a
dozen private ones -- including
saving up for that very rainy day
called a sudden general election.

The politics of options has begun
two years before it should.

MJ Akbar is Chief Editor of the Asian Age.
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CLOSEUP JAPAN

As itis said, in politics there is seldom an issue that gets buried permanently
Yasukuni, too, made a comeback to the political debate after it was revealed
in 1978 that the grand priest of the shrine secretly enshrined the souls of 14
convicted war criminals who were tried, and found guilty, for crimes against
the nation as well as against Japan's neighbouring countries.

MoNzuRruL Hua

N Japan there seems to be no

end to the ongoing debate over

the rationality of honouring the
country's convicted war criminals,
along with thousands of innocent
citizens who gave their lives in past
wars to protect the motherland from
external and, at times, internal
enemies. All such souls are now
enshrined in one of Shinto religion's
holiest shrines situated in the heart
of Tokyo, and the issue has become
a subject of intense debate in
recent years, both within Japan and
in neighbouring countries that had
once come under Japanese occu-
pation.

Yasukuni is not an old shrine
compared to many other Shinto
religious sites in Japan. The shrine
was built after the Meiji restoration

of 1868 to honour those who dedi-
cated their lives for the restoration
of imperial power that eventually
opened the doors to Japan's mod-
ernisation. The names of the other
war dead were included in subse-
quent years as state Shinto gradu-
ally became an effective tool for
fostering nationalist fervour that the
then leadership considered essen-
tial for making Japan a significant
player in the world stage. Then
came the turmoil of 1945 and as
Japan's unconditional surrender
paved the way for the separation of
state and religion, Yasukuni lost
much of its significance. But not for
too long, as subsequent events
clearly show.

As it is said, in politics there is
seldom an issue that gets buried
permanently Yasukuni, too, made a
comeback to the political debate

afteritwas revealedin 1978 thatthe
grand priest of the shrine secretly
enshrined the souls of 14 convicted
war criminals who were tried, and
found guilty, for crimes against the
nation as well as against Japan's

neighbouring countries.
We also know that, like dead
political issues, politicians long

dead and gone at times make
spectacular comebacks to rock
their own, and also other nations,
over highly debated issues. The
ghost of Stalin or that of Hitler might
be seen as leading examples that
still haunt many in some parts of the
world. And when the debate gets
overheated, the dead souls are all
that we hear about. The never-
ending political debate in
Bangladesh surrounding the crucial
issue of who gave the leadership
during our War of Liberation,

a comeback over Yasukuni

though most of us know for sure the
definitive answer, is a typical exam-
ple of that reality.

In Japan, too, the country's long-
dead leadership of the World War Il
period had made new inroads in
politics ever since their names were
included in the list of honoured
souls at Yasukuni in 1978, and
there is no shortage of politicians
who would like to exploit the issue
for their narrow self-interest. This is
what exactly is happening right now
in Japan, and a new dimension to
the debate has recently been
added with the publication of a
newly revealed memo, which
claims that the country's last
emperor could not accept the
decision of the Yasukuni priest to
enshrine war criminals and hence
refrained from visiting the shrine
ever since the decision was taken.

The memo, first published in
Japan's leading business daily
Nihon Kezai Shimbun last
Thursday, rocked the country's
political circles as it indicated that
the deceased Emperor Hirohito,
posthumously known in Japan as
Showa Emperor, stopped paying
visits to the shrine precisely
because it enshrined Class-A war
criminals in its roster in 1978. The
revelation came as a severe blow to

Japan's conservative politicians
and academics, some of whom
would like to see a revival of what
they consider to be the country's
glorious past and see Yasukuni as
an effective tool for realising that
goal.

The main argument they often
cite to justify the position is that the
military tribunal that was formed to
try the wartime leadership vindic-
tively identified Japan as the only
evil in the Asian continent, ignoring
the fact that what Japan did in Asia
was a mere repetition of the evil
acts long practiced by Western
powers.

The recently uncovered memo
showing that Emperor Hirohito
apparently held a different view
places such an argument in
extreme difficulty, and its propo-
nents are now seeking ways to
prove that what had been men-
tioned in an old and worn out memo
is not in line with the reality of
present day Japan. But, as the
matter is now being debated exten-
sively in the Japanese media, it is
definitely not going to be an easy
task for the conservatives to
outrightly reject the contents of the
memo as being totally irrelevant.

The memorandum, written by a
former Imperial Household Agency

Grand Steward Tomohiko Tomita,
quoted the emperor as saying that
he did not visit the Yasukuni Shrine
since the controversial decision to
enshrine convicted war criminals,
because his heart did not approve
of it. Family members of late Tomita
kept the memo, which was written
on April 28, 1988. Although
Emperor Hirohito visited the
Yasukuni shrine eight times after
the end of World War Il, he never
set foot in the shrine after the Class-
Awar criminals were included in the
list of those venerated there.
Emperor Hirohito died in January,
1989, and his displeasure about the
enshrinement of war criminals had
been known from testimonies of
former close aides. But it is for the
first time that a recorded memo has
been cited as solid proof of what
had long been said and known. It
should be mentioned that the
current emperor, Akihito, too, has
never visited the shrine since he
ascended the throne.

The memo sparked controversy
immediately after it was first pub-
lished in Nihon Kezai Shimbun, and
since then most of the leading print
and electronic media in Japan are
focusing on the issue as leading
politicians, from both the ruling and
the opposition camps, are joining

the debate. One of the first reac-
tions came from Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi, who outrightly
rejected any suggestion that this
might influence his decision to go to
the shrine again in future. He also
made it clear that the issue was not
one of right or wrong , but one that
depended on each person's feel-
ing.

As the race for the leadership of
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party
intensifies with the approach of the
election in September, aspiring
candidates did not waste time in
making their respective positions
clear, though for some the memo
created a kind of an uneasy situa-
tion that they were not expecting at
all. One such candidate is the front-
runner, Shinzo Abe. The chief
cabinet secretary of the Japanese
government is one of the most
outspoken proponents of the
Yasukuni visit who even wants to
see the emperor making the visit a
yearly ritual. Abe was obviously
caught off guard by the memo, and
as aresult, it was not easy for him to
make any outright comment.

Speaking to reporters immedi-
ately after Nihon Kezai Shimbun
published the report, Abe, however,
defended Koizumi's regular visits to
the shrine, but declined to make

any outright comment on the
memo. He knows for sure that the
time is not appropriate for making
any loose comments that might
prompt other candidates to use the
content for their own benefit. So, as
a seasoned politician, he simply
resorted to a wait and see game
until the strong wind calms down a
bit.

The revelation of the memo is
definitely a timely one as the
Yasukuni issue is casting a clear
shadow on Japanese politics,
creating a sharp division between
those who would like to see the
country's leaders continue going to
the shrine despite the risk of alien-
ating neighbours, and those who
are calling for the separation of the
war criminals from Yasukuni, so
that Japan might get her Asian
diplomacy on a normal footing
again.

The great divide has affected the
ruling party as well, as those oppos-
ing the Yasukuni visits of the prime
minister seem to have found a
strong basis for expressing their
displeasure. Hence, the call for
building a new facility that would
allow Japan to come out of the
Yasukuni controversy is bound to
gain momentum in the coming
days.
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