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On tha oceasion of World Population Day 2006 ”

This year on World Population Day, the focus is ¢n young pecple. From a 10-year-oid girl to 3
young man of 24, their needs are difgrant, thair cultures diversa. Yat, all over the world, young
peopla want 1o ba haard and involved.  ©

They possess the ideas, determination and endrgy to accelerate affective action o reduce
poverty and inaquality. n avery region, young peopla are taking action on HIV/AIDS and other
issuas that threaten their health, education and huturd opportunties.

Young pecpla want to stay safe and haalthy. They want a chance at a bettar future. About HIV
prevention, ey el us: "Adults say we are 100 young 10 know;, we say we ara loo young (o
die.” About family planning, young peopla ftell us: "Men should shara respondibiity with
worman.* About saxual and reproductive health, thay say: *Young people need this information.
It shapes our fves and alfacts our futura.”

Yot today, millions of young pecple ara threataned by poverty, iitaracy, risks of pregnancy and
childbirth, and HIV/AIDS, Today, mare than 500 million pacpla aged 15 to 24 live on less han
$2 per day; 96 millian young woman in daveloping cauntries do not know hew to rad or write;
anid 14 milion adalescant girs aged 15 to 19 becoma mothars every year, Every day, 8,000
young peopla dare newly infectad with HIV.

Thesa challenges lig at tha heart of goals sot by world leaders lo reduca poverty and improve
health and wel-being. It [s claar that tha Millennium Developmant Goals will not be met unless
young pecple ara actively imolved in policymaling and programming, thair voices ara haard,
their naeds are mat and their human rights are respacted.

UNFPA champlons young people's rights fo adupation, health and amploymant. Wa recognizo
that (nvestmenls In young peopls promote soclal and ecanomic growth. Key to thesa alforts ar
keeping girls I school, building life skills, dalaying marraga and pragnancy until adultheod,

“and praventing HIV infection, Young people have the powse 1o drive developmant forward.

On World Pogulation Day, let us facus on young people and seek new witys to work side-by-
sida as pariners in development. Although it Is often said thal young peopla ae the luture, itis
also frua that young people are the present and their lsadership should ba supportad today.
As a young peer educator said, anunwmmmmnmgmt }\ 0
\ C‘G
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P “-’ i ﬁimtﬂ Obaid

Emwnve Director, UNFPA
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UNFPA Reprasantative
Bangladesh

On the cccasion of World Population Day 2006

(age 10-24 years). The theme of this year's World Population Day s of critical importance

marriad befora reaching the age of 18 and 6% of tham becoma mothers by the age
higher than tha national avarage.

knowledga a
are fightingMr their lives and their rights.

The Govamment of Bangladesh has initiated faw important steps for tha Young particularly

status off

Adolescarl Raproductive Haalth Strategy.

educating tham on AH and Gender issues.
| wish a succasstul cbservance of the warld pepulation day20006,

N

4

Suneeta Mukherjee
UNFPA Rapresantativa

X

It s an honor and pleasura to wiite this message in commemaration with the cbservance of the
World Population Day 2006. The theme of this ysar's World Population Day Is "Young Paopla®

today's adofescents and youth represents the biggest generation in the human history. Whila'it
Is trua for the world, this of great significance for Bangladesh. More then 32% of Bangladesh
population are young (age 10-24), The percentage of the young people does not speak the
whole of the truth. Most of the young peopley pasticularly girls cannot continue their education
beyond primary level. More appaling  Is the condition of girts as almost 78%ol them get

Consaquently, both matemal martality and morbicity amang the young mathers are much

By and large fha young people do not racolve propar aducation, as a result thay lnck
knawledge on AH, STI and HIV/ AIDS. Ona fith of tha adolescent malhers do nat have any
ut life threatening condition duting pregnancy. So, we find that our young pecpla

tha gu'&pu aducation for gils up to 12th grade is a forward Iooking measure to Improve tha
wan In the sociaty. One other important gavermmant move is, the adoption of the

We i the UNFPA have been tying to invalve (He youth insstrategy, programme farmation.
[mplementation and avaluation of progrmme, A national youth farum has bean institutionalized
by UNFPA and UNFPA programme s incroasingly invafving the Scouts and Gl Guidas in

19.
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