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REUTERS, Seoul 

North Korea's Kim Jong-il has vexed 
regional neighbours for years with 
his pursuit of nuclear weapons and 
long-range missiles that may one 
day deliver them.

Known to his subjects simply as 
"Dear Leader", Kim, 64, is com-
mander of the 1.2-million-man 
armed forces, the main advocate of 
a policy that gives the military a 
huge say in running the reclusive, 
impoverished state and, according 
to official media, an awe-inspiring 
master of military strategy.

Long groomed by his father, 

state founder Kim Il-sung, he gradu-
ally tightened his hold on power 
after the elder Kim died in 1994. 

He declined to assume the title of 
president, instead designating his 
father "eternal president" and opting 
to rule as chairman of the National 
Defence Commission.

Some foreign North Korea 
watchers doubted whether he could 
stay on top for long given the power 
of the country's generals, but he has 
proved them wrong.

"His relation with the military is 
very strong because he has been 
focused on it since the start," said 

N Korea's Kim: cagey, defiant and operatic

CA admission test results 
The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Bangladesh has published the 
results of CA Foundation Course admission test held on May 19, says a 
press release.

Following are the roll numbers of successful candidates: 

The following students have not yet submitted their degree results (certif-
icates/ mark sheets). They will be eligible for admission only after submis-
sion of their requisite results.

For admission, the students are advised to contact Assistant Director 
(Education)-ICAB (for Dhaka region) or Assistant Secretary-CRC (for 
Chittagong region) by July 31 during office hours. The course fee is Tk 
10,000.

AP, Katmandu

Five senior Nepalese officials, 
accused of aiding King Gyanendra 
during his authoritarian rule, 
stepped down yesterday following 
threats  o f  impeachment  in  
Parliament.

Chief Election Commissioner 
Keshav Rajbhandari told reporters 
he handed over his resignation 
because legislators accused him of 
supporting the king's year of dictato-
rial rule by helping organise munici-

Five pro-king officials 
forced to resign in Nepal

pal elections that the king ordered 
held in February.

"I have resigned to help the 
government and in accordance with 
the aspiration of the people," 
Rajbhandari said.

The municipal election was 
unsuccessful, with all major opposi-
tion parties boycotting the polls and 
a low number of both voters and 
candidates. It was a major blow for 
Gyanendra's rule.

On Sunday, Chairman of the 
N a t i o n a l  H u m a n  R i g h t s  
Commission Nayan Bahadur Khatri 
announced he and all four other 
commission members were resign-
ing.

Lawmakers had accused those 
officials of failing to perform their 
duties by not properly investigating 
human rights abuses during the 
king's direct rule.

Weeks of violent protests in April 
forced King Gyanendra to give up 
absolute power he seized on 
February 1, 2005. He was also 
compelled to reinstate Parliament 
and appoint veteran politician Girija 
Prasad Koirala as the prime minis-
ter.

Michael Breen, author of "Kim Jong-
il: North Korea's Dear Leader".

Breen said Kim has had to bal-
ance the interests of the military with 
those of advocates of a softer line, 
using diplomacy to wrest rewards in 
exchange for decreasing the coun-
try's military threat.
"This may have been a gesture to 
the hardliners," Breen said of 
Wednesday's tests of at least six 
missiles, which ratcheted up 
regional tensions and drew interna-
tional condemnation.   
DEAR LEADER, GREAT GOLFER
Kim has been playing a cagey, 
defiant and sometimes deadly 
game with the international commu-
nity for years.

He burst onto the world stage in 
2000, hosting an unprecedented 
summit with then South Korean 

president Kim Dae-Jung. Landmark 
meetings followed with US Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, but 
the ray of sunshine out of the North 
soon came to an end.

In 2002, tensions rose on the 
peninsula after Washington said 
Pyongyang had admitted to pursuing 
a nuclear arms programme in violation 
of a 1994 agreement designed to 
freeze its atomic ambitions. 

China then arranged and hosted 
talks aimed at resolving the crisis, 
having a reluctant North Korea sit 
down alongside South Korea, the 
United States, Japan and Russia. 
The talks have been stalled since 
November 2005.

According to North Korean 
propaganda, Kim is one of the 
greatest leaders in history.

After all, this is a man who pilots 
jet fighters -- even though he always 
travels by land for his infrequent 
trips abroad.

He has penned operas, pro-
duced movies and accomplished a 
feat unmatched in the annals of 
professional golf, shooting 11 holes-
in-one on the first round he ever 
played.

This is also a man who intelli-
gence experts say ordered the 1983 
bombing in Myanmar that killed 17 
senior South Korean officials and 
the destruction of a Korean Air 
jetliner in 1987 that killed 115.   

In the cult of personality in North 
Korea, Kim, a short, tubby man with 
a pompadour and platform shoes, is 
king.
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