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i the World Cup final ‘on
penalties Sunday after a dramatic
final de: to be remembered
for the Sensational sending off for
Erench captain Zinedine Zidane in
hisfarewellmatch. .

For only the second time in the
history of the tournament, the
SpOrt's greatest prize was seitled by
spot-kicks after both teams had
finished extra-time deadlocked at
1-1, Materazzi's headed equaliser
cancelling out Zidane's early pen-
alty.

Italy defender Fabio Grosso
rifled home the Azzurri's winning
penaltyto clincha5-3victoryin the
shoot-out after France substitute
David Trezeguet had missed his
side'ssecond spot-kick.

It was the first time Italy had
won a penalty shoot-out in four
attempts and it handed Marcello
Lippi's men a fourth World Cup
crown to set alongside victories in
1934,1938and 1982,

But the penalty denouement
seemed almost incidental to the
amazing scenes in the second-half
of extra time when Zidane was
sent-off for a moment of off-the-
ballmadnessinthe 109thminute.

Having played majestically
throughout, Zidane blew his cool
and unleashed a vicious headbutt
into the chest of Marco Materazzi
that sent the Italy defender crash-
ingtothe turf.

The incident was missed by
referee Horacio Elizondo but Italy
keeper Gianluigi Buffon remon-
strated furiously with the linesman
and the official called over the
man-in-the-middle.

After a lengthy consultation,
SEE PAGE 1E COL 7

Italy:

UP ABOVE THE WORLD: Italy captain Fablo Cannavaro (C) proudly holds aloft the World Cup trophy amidst jubilant teammates after they beat anco on |

- DmMomw ]uur 1

penalties in the final at Berlin's Olympiastadion on Sunday.
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4" need to meet him,"
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Tajuddin back

‘| to work

| STAFE CORRESPONDENT

President lajuddin Ahmed
returned to work yesterday after 45
days and agreed to give an appoint-
ment to Leader of the Opposition
' Sheikh Hasina to meet him in
personatnoon today.

However, Hasina, also president
of Awami League (AL), has decidc(l
notto visitthe president.

"Our party chief [Shmkl}é
Hasina) wanted to meet the prcsi
dent when he was sick, But as he i
doing‘quite okay now, there is no

Obaidul
Quader, AL joint general secretary,
told The Daily Star last night.

The president's return put a lid
on speculations about his illness
and not returning to work.

A Bangabhaban press release
yesterday sald the president went

! SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

CEC’__conﬁdent
of success,
critical of

| legal experts

' | STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A
‘Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) MA Aziz yesterday said he is
confident of conducting the next
general election successfully, while
he slammed legal experts accusing
them of undermining the image
the EC by creating unnecessary
controversies over the preparation
ofthevoterlist.

“The Election Commission is an
independent organisation to dis-

I chargeits duties and it will not bow

to anybody. There is nobody in

We shall not be threatened by
SEEPAGE 15COL 1
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Bangladesh who can threaten us, -

EC to update":
voter list in
only 20 days

Door to door visits after July 20

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election. Commission (EC)
decided to startsending its officials
for door to door visits after July 20
to update the voter list and it
intends to complete the task in 20
days.

" The ECyesterday disclosed that
it had extended the time limit for
thé ongoing task of updating the

voter list up to August 10/ from July
31, as the assistant officials, who
will collect applications from
people, for inclusion of names, will
berecruited by July20.

"The task of revising the existing
voter list through door to door
visits will continue till August 10,"
Chief Election Comimissioner
(CEC) MAAzizsaldyesterday,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Heated debate inJS
on TIB report

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Parliament yesterday witnessed a
heated debate between the ruling
party and the main opposition
party, Awami League (AL), legisla-
tors over the report of
Transparency International
Bangladesh, (TIB) and the allot-
ment an official residence to for-
mer chief adviser to the caretaker
government.

Senior ministers strongly con-
demned the TIB reports on corrup-
tion in Bangladesh and questioned
its sotirce of fund and intention as
the opposition demanded discus-
sion on the report in the parlia-
ment.

The local government and rural

development (LGRD), health; law
andi environment ministers
launched scathing remarks against
the TIB when AL members
Suranjeect Sengupta and
Mohdmimad Nasim bittérly, criti-
cised ‘the government and
demanded discussion onlatest TIB
report.

Rejecting the report, the minis-
ters said it was 'politically moti-
vated" and a conspiracy to tamish
the images of the governiment and
the countryaswell.

After Maghrib prayer break, AL
lawmaker Suranjeet Sengupta
initiated the one and a half hour
unscheduled debate. Mentioning
the TIB report, he said the LGRD

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Govt says wait but
Tata pushes on

Mannan Bhuiyan wantsito talk
to opposition before decision

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

‘While top ministers of the ruling
alliance yesterday were of the view
that the government needs more
time to take a decision on Tata's
investment proposal, the Indian
industrial giant said itcannotwait.

" However, Tata will sit with the -

Board of Investrent (Bol) today
and take its final decision after the
meeting.

“If the govermmment makes no
decision we can't wait. We are
dealing with this government and
this governmentshould response,”
Alan Rosling, executive director of
TataSons told reporters yesterday.

Visiting Tata officials arrived in
Dhaka yesterday to get a response

from the government about its -

revised investment proposal, and
satwith top ministers and secretar-
iesincluding Finance and Planning
Minister M Saifur Rahman,
Seceretary-general of the ruling
BNP also LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Industries :‘Minister Motiur
Rahman Nizami, Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister Dr
Kamal Uddin Siddiqui, and other
policymakers.

“The government needs to
consult opposition parties before

entering into a deal with Tata for a |

33 billion investment,” Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan said after the
meeting with Tata representatives.

SEE'PAGE 15 COL 8

Mob lynches 1
suspected
mugger

STAFR CORRESPONDENT

A mob beat up three people at

- Milibagh in the city yesterday

killing one after the three allegedly
attempted to mug Tk 9'lakh of
officials from a garment factory
firing and injuring two of them.
The two injured suspected
muggers and the two garment
officials. were sent to Dhaka

Medical College Hospital (DMCH)™

fortreatment.

DMCH sources said the dead
suspected mugger Shajidul Islam
Biltu, 32, was the son of a retired
deputy secretary. Dipu Chowdhury,
38, the other injured suspected
mugger claimed to be the son of
Hasan Chowdhury, owner of a
shopping complex. The other sus-
pectisAbul Kalam Azad, 42.

Even though the suspects
claimed themselves to be innocent,

] SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

|Gazipur garment

workers go berserk

after accident

A GORRESPONDENT, Gezipitr

At Jeast 30 people including six
policemen’ were injured when
garment workers clashed with law
enforcers and blockaded Dhaka-
_Mymensingh highway for three
“hpiits after rumours spread that
their three colleaguesdied inaroad
accident.

ne - agitated workers torched
threé buses; vandalised 12 vehicles
on the highway and attacked
policemen and fire engines: that
went there to bring the situation
under control.

The workers also pelted brick-
bats on several garment factories
when law enforcers took shelter
there in the face of workers' attack.
The incident compelled eight
factories to shutdown production

for theda}'

Witnesses said a Chandann-'-
bound’ bus. l‘fom Sadarghat in-
Dhaka ran over three. garment“

employees -- Kamal Hossain, 24,
Sarker, 22, Yakub Ali, 36, -~ at

Signboard Bus Stand area around

8:00am.

The three were rushed to Tongl
50-bed GovernmentHospital, from
where Kamal was shifted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH).

As police rushed to the spot to
clear the blockade, the agitating
workers attacked the law enforcers
whoin their defence took shelter in
nearby garmentfactories.

Several policemen including
the Superintendent of Police (SP)

of Gazipur Atiqul Islam and

Officer-in-charge of Jaydevpur
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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The number of viral fever patients,
including the dengue-affected,
gone up recently in the capital, in
some cases almost doubling. the
“number of palinms hospitalised
thepreviousweek,

At present, patients aﬂcclcd.
with viral fever and dengue com-
prise nearly 50 per cent of the
people seeking admission to the
hospitals, Head of the Department
of Medicine of the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) Prof
'AKM Rafique Uddin told The Daily
Star.

Prof Rafique, however, said that
the situation is not that worse and
held the commoners' fear of den-
gue responsible for the rush in the
hogpitals. -

"As the diagnostic tools to dif-

dengue types have been improved
and the doctors are well-trained,

ferentiate the patients according to -

Dengue strikes

" the disease is being managed
wonderfully,” headded.

Prof FM Siddiqui of the same
department said that the number

capital

of dengue-affected patients admit-

ted to the DMCHhasbecen doubled

compared to thatofthelastweek
SEE PAGE 35 COL 7
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Nurul Alam, a dengue jpatient with blood seen In his eyes, being treated at

Dhaka Medical College Hospital,
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Message Centre number is going to be Change“d'" from today

[for details see page 4]

« For more information contact AKTEL Assistance;
Call 124 (from any AKTEL number), 018 9400 400 (fram any number), SMS 8123 (fram any AKTEL number), Email: 123@aktel.com e

To give better SMS service to all AKTEL
customers, we have changed our message
cenfre number. Go to 'message sellings'
option of your handset and add 00 before 4
o your. existing message centre number,
and'ensure unintemupted sms service.
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