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lajuddin confined
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District, upazila, thana and munici-
pality units under the two districts
attended the closed-door meeting
at the party's Dhanmondi office
where senior AL leaders were
present.

The coalition government is
violating the constitution, Hasina
said, adding that the government is
trying to change the president
ahead of the general elections to
appoint a 'more loyal' president to
get benefit during the term of the
next caretaker government.

She said the ruling party minis-
ters and MPs have looted public
money worth thousands of crore
taka and they are planning to use
the money in the upcoming elec-
tions.

People should teach them a
good lesson through ballot, she
said.

As they [BNP-Jamaat alliance]
know that they would not get vote in
the next elections, they are not

accepting proposal for reforms in
the caretaker government and the
Election Commission, Hasina said,
adding that her party's demonstra-
tion will continue until the govern-
ment accepts the proposal for
electoral reforms.

The ruling BNP, who had
enforced 308 hartals including 96-
hour non-stop hartal in the country
when they were in opposition, are
now speaking against hartal, she
said.

Hasina urged the grassroots
leaders to work together forgetting
all personal and organisational
feuds to ensure victory in the com-
ing elections.

The local leaders submitted
organisational reports along with
lists of BNP-Jamaat men who
resorted to torture and repression
and filed false cases against the
opposition men during the last four
and a half years of the alliance
government.

Jubok asked
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people not to make any transaction
withit.

The central bank officials argued
that the BB gave Jubok an exit to
return all the money to people it has
collected fromthem.

Referring to the case of Islamic
Trade and Commerce Ltd (ITCL),
another NGO running similar banking,
the official explained that its depositors
did not get their money back as the
action was taken according to the
Banking CompaniesAct.

However, Jubok said it has
received the central bank order and
already taken necessary steps to
implementit.

"We would like to inform all our
members, well-wishers, officials and
workers that we have already made
announcement that Jubok will follow
the BB directive. We are also commit-
ted to implement it giving top priority to
the interest of the organisation and its
members," Jubok said in a statement
signed by its director Syed Rashedul
Huda Chowdhury.

Commenting on the issue,
Khondokar Ibrahim Khaled, managing
director of Pubali Bank Ltd and former
deputy governor of the central bank,
appreciated the BB action as a primary
step. "But the central bank should go
tough if Jubok fails to adjust its transac-
tions," he said.

Earlier, a BB investigation found
that Jubok and its sister concern Jubo
Karmasangsthan Udyog have been
collecting deposits through deposit
books from and disbursing loans to its
members and common people. But,
receiving money from common peo-
ple through deposit books is similar to
collecting deposits by banks.

Besides, Jubo Karmasangsthan
Udyog has been receiving loans from
common people in exchange of a very
high interest rate through agreements
on non-judicial stamps, a report of the
investigation said.

It pointed out that according to the
Societies Registration Act, 1860, the
activities of the two organisations are
like banking activities and not in com-
pliance with its section 20 sub-clause.

The report also said such banking-
like activities are not only unethical but
also risky for the members and clients
of Jubok. If these activities cannot be
stopped, Jubok's members and clients
might face financial disasters, the
reportwarned.

Sources said although Jubok
started its operation in 1994 with only
providing micro-credits to its mem-
bers, it was registered with the Joint
Stock Companies in 1997, and since
then it has set up more than 20 busi-
nessorganisations.

It is now involved with businesses
in telecommunications, housing and
real estate development, tourism,
health, ceramics, seafood, IT,
pisciculture, nursery, agro-biotech
industry, and capital management.
The once small NGO has now
become a big organisation with a
capital of more than Tk 1,000 crore.

Two representatives of Jubok--
Hossain Al Masum, chairman of Jubok
Housing & Real Estate Development
Ltd, and Sabih Ul Alam, director of
Jubok Ceramic Industries Ltd--

recently joined the IFIC Bank as
directors after purchasing a significant
chunk ofthe bank's shares.

A BB investigation report earlier
termed Jubok's collection of money
from people "illegal banking". The
organisation denied the allegation ata
hearing before BB representatives.

The BB investigation report did not
mention how much money Jubok had
collected by then from its depositors. A
Jubok report sent to the BB Micro-
Finance Research and Reference
Unit said it had collected Tk 37.78
crore until December 31, 2005.

The real amount of deposit, how-
ever, is much higher, sources said,
adding that Jubok has already
removed many papers and docu-
ments fromits office.

The BB report said Jubok collected
deposit promising benefits like a
special bonus programme under
which the depositor, be a Jubok mem-
ber or not, can immediately draw a
profit of Tk 20,000 after depositing Tk 1
lakh while the capital may be refunded
afterone year.

Udichi submits
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Earlier, a Jessore court on June 28
acquitted all the 23 accused in the
case on grounds of inadequacy of the
investigation. The deadly blast
occurred on March 7, 1999 left 10
killed and more than 100 injured.

After a rally at city's Muktangan,
central committee of Udichi brought
out a procession at around 11:00am.
The procession bound for the home
ministry was intercepted by the police
atZero Point.

Later, Professor Jatin Sarkar,
president of Udichi, and Mahmud
Selim, general secretary, submitted
the memorandum to the office of the
home minister.

The memorandum demanded that
statements of the self-declared bomb-
ers like Mufti Hannan be taken into
consideration.

It also stated that only 31 out of 67
witnesses were called to testify while
many vital ones were left out. Still the
case was declared lacking in wit-
nesses.

"Like the honourable judge, we too
think that the investigation of the case
was inadequate. But instead of order-
ing a reinvestigation, a judgment
based on an unfinished investigation
has been passed,” the statement
read.

It said as most of the accused
belong to the ruling party, the govern-
ment's sincerity in having a just verdict
had all along been very much ques-
tionable. Incomplete investigation
done over a long period only added to
the public doubt.

Besides, it says, recommendations
of the judicial probe commission
formed by the government further
exposed the government's attitude
towards the case.

The commission had advised that
all the charge-sheeted accused be
released and Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina, the then home minis-
terMohammed Nasim, the then Udichi
president Hasan Imam and general
secretary of Jessore Awami League
be charged with orchestrating the
blast.

N Korea warns UN
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material and technology that could be
used in North Korea's missile and
weapons of mass destruction
programmes.

"We will be forced to take all-out
countermeasures if sanctions are
exercised," Han Song Ryol, deputy
chief of North Korea's UN mission,
said Wednesday, according to
Japanese broadcaster TBS.

Han said the missile launches were
part of a regular military drill, TBS
reported.

China, the North's closest ally, and
Russia, which has been trying to re-
establish Soviet-era ties with
Pyongyang, countered that they favor
a weaker council statement without
any threat of sanctions. Both countries
hold veto power in the council, making
sanctions unlikely.

China and Russia are clearly
concerned thata UN demand for such
measures would only make the cur-
rent situation worse and delay a return
to six-party talks. China and Russia
are part of the talks along with North
and South Korea, the United States
and Japan.

In a possible sign that Moscow's
and Beijing's position may carry the
day, President Bush addressed the
issue in a subdued manner without the
harsh warnings that he had issued as
recently as lastweek when he said that
a missile launch would be unaccept-
able.

Bush said Wednesday that the
failure of North Korea's long-range
missile test does not lessen the need
to push the communist regime to give
upits nuclear weapons programme.

"One thing we have learned is that
the rocket didn't stay up for very long,"
Bush said about the Taepodong-2
missile that failed 42 seconds after
liftoff Tuesday. "It tumbled into the
sea."

"It doesn't diminish my desire to
solve this problem," he said in
Washington.

Bush spoke by phone to Japan's
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and
they agreed to cooperate in pushing
for a UN resolution to impose sanc-
tions on North Korea, Japan's Kyodo
news agency reported Thursday. The
US president also spoke to South
Korean President Roh Moo-hyun and
they agreed to cooperate on the
missile issue, a South Korean official
said.

The failure of the Taepodong-2
missile the object of intense interna-
tional attention for more than a month
suggested a catastrophic failure of the
rocket's first, or booster, stage. A
working version of the intercontinental
missile could potentially reach the
United States with alight payload.

Voter list update
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officer said. "In my district, only 86
forms were distributed while six of
them were submitted," he added.

Irked by the commission's rigid
position, the government on July 3
appointed Abdur Rashid Sarkar as
the secretary of the EC Secretariat.
Immediately after his appointment,
Rashid started differing with the EC
onits method for the updating task.

Meanwhile, the new secretary
yesterday met the chief election
commissioner (CEC) and said he
would join the EC Secretariat next
Sunday.

Earlier on Wednesday, he paid a
courtesy call on the prime minister
who assured him of full co-operation
in preparing a flawless voter list.

Replying to a query about his plan
regarding the voter list revision,
Abdur Rashid yesterday told report-
ers, "Let me join first and then decide
onthe course of action."

Officials atthe EC Secretariat said
if the secretary keeps advocating for
visiting door to door, the ongoing task
willbe hampered seriously.

"Field level officials have already
lost interest in the job after hearing
Rashid's comments. They now
believe that the commission will
change its stance and decide in
favour of door-to-door visits," a
district election officer told The Daily
Star yesterday on condition of ano-
nymity.

He said if the EC does not budge
ontheissue, it may not be possible to
complete the ongoing task, as the
people have not responded well in
lastsix days.

There might be a conflict between
the commission and its secretariat if
the former does not change its deci-
sion, feared the election officer.

The EC Secretariat plans to
assign its 90 officials to assist the
assistant registration officers in
carrying out the updating job in the
capital fromtoday, sources said.

RU set to recruit
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for the two advertised posts. On
June 30, the university selection
committee recommended to recruit-
ment of eight of them.

Their job will be confirmed in the
syndicate meeting on July 11,
sources said.

Talking to the journalists, RU pro-
VC and also the member of selec-
tion committee Prof Mamunul
Keramat told that the discharge of a
candidate from another university
earlier might be taken up with the
VC.

Meanwhile, the wuniversity
authorities have appointed 10
teachers in the ICT Department for
four vacant posts.

After the selection on June 22,
their appointment was approved
hurriedly in the syndicate meeting
on June 29 and they joined the
departmenton July 1, sources said.

Among them, five are pro-
Jamaat candidates and rest are
loyal to BNP.

One of them, the spouse of the
department chairman, failed twice
to getappointment earlier.

Contacted, Department
Chairman Rubaiyat Yasmin
refrained from making any com-
ments, saying that the recruitment
was made as per the decision of the
university authorities.

VC Prof Altaf Hossian, mean-
while, told the newsmen that the
candidates were eligible and com-
petent for the posts and the selec-
tion board was convinced.

3 criminals
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Quoting the victims' family mem-
bers, police said cadres of their rival
gang, Lalchand Bahini, went to
Moktar's house around 12:00 mid-
night and took him hostage at gun-
point. The gang then went to adja-
cent Bhuttro's house and held him
captive as well. Earlier they picked
up Biplob at his house at Gasherdar.

They took the three to nearby
Junaidah Beel and murdered them.
Locals discovered the bodies and
informed police yesterday morning.
Biplob's throat was slit while Moktar
and Bhuttro were shot dead.

Police recovered the bodies and
sent them to Kushtia General
Hospital for autopsy.

According to police, at least 28
people were killed due to internal
conflicts of the gangs and their
attempt to establish supremacy in
Daulatpur, Mirpur and Bheramara
upazilas over the last six years.

On June 6, Panna Bahini chief
Panna was killed in ‘crossfire'
between Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) and his cohorts in Rajshahi.

Locals say Lalchand Bahini,
archrival of Panna Bahini, is now
trying to wipe out all Panna Bahini
cadres

PMO rejects
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Navy to clarify its position. Naval
high officials told the parliamentary
committee members that the boats
to be procured from the Labanu
were bigger and better, and so a bit
more costlier.

As the Navy upheld its decision,
the Armed Forces Division late last
month sought the PMO's clearance
thatthe PMO rejected yesterday.

Meanwhile, sources said the
Portuguese boats are not in opera-
tion anywhere and their suggested
specifications are below the stan-
dard of Navy's requirements.

2 killed In”
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Purbo Banglar Communist Party (ML,
Lal Pataka).

Acting on a tip off, members of Rab-
1 arrested Osman at Bahadur Shah
Park of old Dhaka on Wednesday.

Following his confessional state-
ment, a Rab-1 team raided
Mohammadpur to nab Osman's
accomplices and recover hidden arms
and ammunition at about 3:45am
yesterday, said a Rab pressrelease.

As the team reached near the park
Udayan Char at Igbal Road, some
unknown criminals opened fire on
them forcing the law enforcers to
retaliate.

Osman fell in the line of fire while
trying to escape during the shootout,
while the criminals retreated, the press
release said, adding, that the doctors
declared him dead when he was taken
to Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH).

Rab recovered a foreign pistol and
three bullets fromthe spot.

Osman was also the chief co-
ordinator of Dhaka's underworld, the
Rab said.

Meanwhile, Osman's elder brother
Humayun Kabir told the press that Rab
arrested his brother when he came to
appear before a court, claiming that
Osman had been reformed. "All the
cases filed against him were political
and he quit his earlier life one year
back after spending four years in
prison," he added.
PABNASHOOTOUT
PBCP (ML-Lal Pataka) leader Amjad
Hossain was killed in ‘crossfire' in
Ataikula upazila of the district when his
accomplices opened fire on Rab team
triggering agunfight.

Being informed, Rab members of
Pabna camp raided and arrested
Amjad at Tebaria village on
Wednesday, Rab said.

Following his confessional state-
ments, Rab members took him to the
Tebaria village again at about 3:30am
yesterday to capture his cohorts and
recoverarms.

But as soon as they entered into
the village, unidentified criminals
ambushed the law enforcers in a bid to
snatch their leader Amjad. Rab also
fired backin defence.

Amjad received bulletwhen he was

crossfire'

trying to flee during the shootout. His
cohorts managed to escape.

The doctors declared him dead
when Rab members took him to
Pabna General Hospital.

Two pipe guns, two rounds of bullet
and sharp weapons were recovered
fromthe scene.

According to Rab, Amjad was
accused in seven cases, including two
formurder.

Golden Ball
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striker Thierry Henry and midfielder
Patrick Vieira.

Germany's playmaker Michael
Ballack and striker Miroslav Klose
were also selected along with
midfielder Maniche of Portugal, who
play the hosts in Saturday's third-

place match.
"It's going to be difficult to pick a
winner this time," Franz

Beckenbauer, Germany's organis-
ing committee president, said after
the nominations were announced.

"The one thing that can be said is
this is the first time there are not any
new names. I'd say one of the older
players... will take it --- | liked Henry
and Zidane and Figo, even though
heisn'tonthelist."

The winner will be picked by FIFA
accredited journalists and
announced the day after the final at
the end of the month-long tourna-
ment that began with 32 teams on
June 9.

In 2002, Germany goalkeeper
Oliver Kahn won the Golden Ball, an
honour presented six times since
1982.

Italy's Paolo Rossi won the first
award before it went to Argentina's
Diego Maradona (1986), Italy's
Salvatore Schillaci (1990) and
Brazilians Romario (1994) and
Ronaldo (1998).

The nominations for this year's
award are: Fabio Cannavaro (ltaly),
Maniche (Portugal), Michael
Ballack (Germany), Andrea Pirlo
(Italy), Gianluca Zambrotta (Italy),
Thierry Henry (France), Gianluigi
Buffon (ltaly), Patrick Vieira
(France), Miroslav Klose (Ger-
many), Zinedine Zidane (France).

Rejoinder and our reply
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hull and allied components. Total
payload last year was 1200kg and the
ones of my client is 4500kg, the boats
of my clientare of military standard; the
lastonewas not."

The rejoinder added that the news
report is incorrect in saying that the
boats were not in production. "The
tender specifications require that my
client furnishes documents proving
this, and my client had duly done that
to the satisfaction of the navy and the
DGDP," it said adding that neither the
DGDP, nor the comptroller and auditor
general (CAG) objected to this pur-
chase --ratherthey 'inquired' about the
purchase.

The rejoinder rejected the allega-
tion that the navy picked up Labanu's
offer under the influence of a relative of
the prime minister.

It also rejected the allegation that
Labanu does not technically qualify for
the bid, saying that the company was
duly enlisted after scrutiny by various
defence agencies.

The rejoinder rejected the allega-
tion that Labanu's bid did not include
the standard accessories list with item
wise prices, saying that it included "all
necessary documents' as per the
tenderrules.

OURREPLY

The Bangladesh Navy is the appropri-
ate authority to say whether tender
rules were upheld in this bid and
whether our report is wrong. Labanu
cannot speak on behalf of the
Bangladesh Navy.

However, The Daily Star will still
respond to the rejoinder for the benefit
ofits readers.

According to the official document,
the last year's boats were built in
accordance to the highest standards

for military use and the boat is suitable
for special forces operations, and
search and rescue duties on open sea
atalltimes ofthe year.

Each of the last year's high-speed
patrol boats had 10.37 metres outside
length and 9.74 metres inside length.
Under the present tender, the navy
has selected the boats each having 12
metres outer length with only 9.27
metres of inside length.

The last year's boat had the speed
capacity of 45 knots while the boat in
question has the capacity of 25 knots.
The last year's boat weighed 3600kg,
while the new one weighs 4500kg. The
weight of the boat is relative to speed
and itis up to the navy to decide which
type of boat it requires for its opera-
tions.

The rejoinder did not say whether
the boats are actually in production.
Labanu wrote to the navy that these
boats are custom-built. In other words
this model is notin operation. The navy
sought for a model that is in operation
and has a proven track record.

Inquiries by the DGDP and CAG
about the purchase are equivalent to
objections. Whether the navy picked
up Labanu's offer under the influence
of arelative of the prime minister or not
is an issue that should be clarified by
the Bangladesh Navy.

The DGDP sought 25 clarifications
from Labanu -- and around five or six
clarifications from other bidders.

Our accompanying story today
on page-1 proves that our June 19
report was authentic.

Janata Tower
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Following the court verdict, the
government cancelled the 1989
allocation of the plot, took posses-
sion of the incomplete structure and
deployed a platoon of Ansar person-
nel there at a monthly expenditure of
Tk 30,000. And ownership of Janata
Tower was given to the housing
ministry.

But in 2000, Rawshan as 'owner'
of Janata Tower filed an appeal with
a court against 'confiscation' of it,
pleading that when the plot was
allocated in 1989, there was no legal
provision for confiscation of it. The
legal provision was incorporated at
a later stage in 1992, and thus
‘carries no value' as regards a
government decision taken in
1993,according to sources in Public
Works Department.

The court then issued a stay
order on the 'confiscation' until
disposal of the appeal. The case
has remained in this state ever
since.

Sources said the housing minis-
try did not know anything about the
stay order until recently and initiated
the project to renovate the 14-story
Janata Tower and add four more
stories to the structure to accommo-
date many government offices now

in rented houses in the capital.

A top official in the housing
ministry expressed his surprise that
they knew nothing about Rawshan's
appeal and the stay order. "l do not
understand why such a court matter
remained unknown for over five
years and we are now being told that
there is a stay order on the govern-
ment decision," he said seeking
anonymity.

"We continued to work on the
project until we were asked by the
higher authorities recently to aban-
don the project.”

Rawshan, who is now a member
of parliament from Gaibandha-5
constituency, declined to make any
comments in this regard saying the
matter is sub-judice.

On their recent meeting with the
prime minister, she admitted that
they discussed matters relating to
Janata Tower.

She also said her publishing
company had taken a bank loan of
about Tk 14 crore to construct the
building. The loan was secured
against her Gulshan residence. As
they failed to pay back the loan, the
bank recently moved to confiscate
the house.

Non-govt teachers
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the platforms of non-government
high schools, colleges and
madrasas, is the same.

However, Minister for Education
Osman Farruk yesterday said the
demand of the teachers and
employees could not be met yet due
tolack of funds.

"We are very aware of the teach-
ers and employees demands. Their
principal demand of paying cent per
cent basic salary as against the
existing 90 per cent from the gov-
ernment exchequer will only be met
if the Ministry for Finance and
Planning allocates additional bud-
getforit," the minister said in reply to
a question at the parliament yester-
day evening.

Shikkhak Karmachari Oikya Jote
Chief Co-ordinator Selim Bhuiyan
said they would not return to work
until their 10-point demand is real-
ised.

"Along with our indefinite strike,
we decided to stage demonstrations
and bring out processions at every
upazila and district across the
country from tomorrow," he said
claiming that most of the non-
government high schools, colleges
and madrasas were kept closed on
their first day of the indefinite strike
yesterday.

Meanwhile, central committee of
Jatiya Shikkhak-Karmachari Front
asked the district committee to form
a 21-member action committee
comprising teachers, guardians and
professionals to make the indefinite
strike successful.

"Our district action committee
would hold views-exchanging
meetings with lawyers, journalists,
engineers, agriculturists and other
professionals from Saturday as we
go on for countrywide indefinite
strike," Prof Kazi Faruque Ahmed,
chief co-ordinator and convenor of
Jatiya Shikkhak-Karmachari Front
told The Daily Star.

Another faction of pro-BNP
Shikkhak Karmachari Oikya Jote,
led by Shariful Islam, will start an
indefinite strike from July 9 to realise
their six-point demand which
include the demand for 100 per cent
basic salary from government
coffers.

The teachers and employees of
different platforms have been stag-
ing demonstrations and holding
rallies, and bringing out processions
since June 9 after the proposed
budget was placed in parliament.
The budget had no allocation of
money to meet theirdemands.

Apart from the increase in the
government's contribution to their
salaries, they also want an increase
in their house rent, full-fledged medi-
cal allowance and implementation of
the recommendations by United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (Unesco) and
the International Labour
Organisation.

BDR, BSF
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Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) sources
said the BSF members of Sodhpur
and Soladanga camps fired bullets
at 5:00am without provocation,
forcing the BDR personnel to retali-
ate. Earlier, the BSF men of
Sodhpur camp entered the
Ichhamati river in Bangladesh
territory by a boat and fired shots
targeting the BDR of Bhatshala and
Komorpur camps. The BSF men
retreated after being chased by
BDR, according to a source

After the incident, both BDR and
BSF reinforced their strength in all
border outposts. The BSF also
declared red alert along the Satkhira
frontier, according to a report
received from across the border.

On the other hand, BDR person-
nel have been put on high alert to
avoid any untoward incident, BDR
sources said.

BDR has sent a letter to its Indian
counterpart protesting the incident.

Nuclear power
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technology and modifying conven-
tional technologies to expedite
socioeconomic advance and pov-
erty alleviation.

The prime minister observed that
the key objective of BCSIR is to
attain industrialisation and national
prosperity by scientific research
utilising domestic resources and
noted with happiness that this
institution has so far innovated 668
scientific processes.

She recalled that famous scien-
tist and academic of this subconti-
nent Dr Mohammad Qudrat-e-
Khuda introduced the BCSIR in a
limited capacity at Tejgaon
Polytechnic Institute in 1955, and
under his sincere effort, science
laboratory was set up on the present
premisesin 1961.

The prime minister awarded
Golden Jubilee Medal to five scien-
tists for their outstanding contribu-
tion to science and technology. They
are Dr Mohammad Qudrat-e-Khuda
(posthumous), Dr NA Khan (posthu-
mous), Dr Md Yusuf,

Dr Flora Zaidun Majid and Dr
Abdul Khaleque.

Science and ICT Minister Abdul
Moyeen Khan and BCSIR Chairman
Dr Choudhury Mahmood Hasan
also spoke at the function attended
by scientists, diplomats, vice-
chancellors of different universities
and researchers, officers and staff of
BCSIR.

Later, the prime minister inaugu-
rated a fair of BCSIR products and
visited some stalls.

Shazneen case
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convicts against the lower court's
death penalty when it resumes the
proceedings on Monday.

The bench comprising justices Ali
Asgar Khan and Emdadul Haque
yesterday analysed the statements of
15 prosecution witnesses given at the
lower court during the trial.

The witnesses are Shahzreh Haq
Shehzi, Arshadul Haq, Igbal Hossain,
Atigur Rahman Masum,
Anisuzzaman, Mahabubur Rahman,
Ahmed Shafi Chowdhury, Hosain
Akhter Chowdhury, Sufia Begum,
Moslem Hawlader, Metropolitan
Magistrate Narayan Chandra Das,
Shamsul Hag, Abdul Gani, Dr Belayet
Hossain Khan and Faridul Islam.

Of them, Shazneen's sister Shehzi
and brother-in-law Arshadul, her uncle
Atiqur, investigation officer of the case
Shamsul Haq and domestic helps
Sufia and Moslem had provided
significant information on the heinous
murder in their statements.

On Wednesday, the courtanalysed
the first information report (FIR) and
the statements of three other prosecu-
tion witnesses--Assistant
Superintendent of Police (Criminal
Investigation Department) Mojibur
Rahman, also the complainant and
investigation officer of the case filed
under Women and Children
Repression Prevention Act,
Shazneen's father Latifur Rahman
and elder sister Simeen Hossain.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman,
daughter of renowned businessman
Latifur Rahman and a class IX student
of Scholastica, was raped and killed at
her Gulshan residence on April 23,
1998.

The Second Special Tribunal for
Prevention of Women and Children
Repression, Dhaka awarded death
sentence on September 2, 2003 to all
the six accused for raping and killing of
Shazneen.

The convicts are domestic help
Shahidul Islam Shahid, Syed Sajjad
Mainuddin Hasan, a contractor for
repairing work at Shazneen's house,
his assistant Badal, mason Shaniram
Mondol and housemaids Estema

Khatun Minuand Parvin.

The convicts, who are now behind
the bars, later appealed with the HC
against the judgment and the death
reference bench heard the submis-
sion of both the prosecution and the
defence during a 31-workday hearing
thatended on June 27.

The court fixed July 4 for delivering
the judgment. But the bench could not
begin delivering the verdict on that day
because of hartal.

Deputy Attorney General ABM
Waliur Rahman Khan, assistant
attorney generals Zinat Akhtar Nazli
Begum and Mohammad Nazmul Haq
were present for the prosecution
yesterday.

Shazneen's father Latifur Rahman
and relatives of the convicts were
presentinthe courtyesterday.

Zidane coming
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Sunday, is the second iconic sports-
man to ever visit this football fanatic
land after the famous trip of
American boxing legend
Mohammad Aliway backin 1978.

Affectionately called Zizou, the
midfield magician who is only a step
away from greatness, will be here to
open the Bogra factory of Grameen
Danone Foods Limited, a social
business enterprise of the local
giants and French-based Danone
Foods Limited. Professor
Mohammad Yunus, the world
renowned pioneer of micro-credit,
initiated this enterprise. The factory
at the northern city would be its first
among fifty planned across the
country.

The French superstar will also
inaugurate an under-12 football
team, but the Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) is not aware of his
visit.

When contacted, the BFF gen-
eral secretary Anwarul Haque Helal
voiced his delight on Zidane's arrival
and termed it as a 'great news' for
the football lovers of the country.

The former Juventus and Real
Madrid star will be accompanied by
Frank Riboud, chairman of Danone
Foods Limited.

Israel reoccupies
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southern Israeli city of Ashkelon in as
many nights that nevertheless
caused no casualties.

Palestinian Prime Minister Ismail
Haniya, whose Hamas-led govern-
ment has been directly targeted in the
offensive, slammed the assault as
"collective punishment" on the
Palestinians and demanded an
international intervention.

Thursday's two-pronged
onslaught, met by terrified
Palestinians fleeing residential areas
with babies and belongings, comes
amid continued efforts to secure the
release of a soldier abducted by
Palestinian militants on June 25.

"There is no motivation to stay

lajuddin back
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loyal' one for political gains during the
caretaker government's tenure.

Leader of the Opposition and
Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina accused her arch political rival
Prime Minister and BNP chief Khaleda
Zia of conspiring to become president.

The prime minister however
dismissed the allegation and told
parliament on June 28, "l do not want
to become president. We do not have
anysuchplan."

The controversy took a new twist
when some newspapers and a televi-
sion channel carried reports quoting
the president's physician at Mount
Elizabeth Hospital in Singapore Dr
Maurice Chu as saying that the presi-
dentisfittowork.

In such a situation, senior ministers
repeatedly made it clear that the
president would return to office after
recovering fromillness.

But ignoring this, the leader of the
opposition yesterday sought an
appointmentto meet lajuddin.

Moreover, the liaison committee of
Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh led by
former president Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Jatiya Oikya Mancha led
by Dr Kamal Hossain and Tarikat
Federation led by Syed Nazibul
Bashar Maijbhandari yesterday
decided that these three leaders
would meetthe president.

The committee sent a letter to the
president's secretary  seeking an
appointment for this.  Badruddoza
was forced by the ruling BNP to step
down from the presidency in 2002.

! ) H H )
Crossfire' victim's
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Hossain Likhon, chairman of Nilkamal
Union Parishad in Charfashion of
Bhola, and nine personnel of the then
DB-4.

Cheetah, a special wing of the
Detective Branch (DB) of police,
picked up Masum from a community
centre where he was attending a
function on July 8 last year. Later, he
was reported killed in crossfire.

The charge sheet in the case has
yet to be submitted although state-
ments of the witnesses and locals
were taken by January 2006, said the
slain student's parents.

Had the investigation officer (IO)
found any evidence to prove Masum a
criminal, they would already have
submitted it, they added.

"A year has passed since the
murder but no probe report has been
submitted. We believe powerful
vested interests are out to hinder the
investigation and trial," they observed.

Masum's father Khondker Abul
Khair read out a written statement
while his mother Renuara Begum and
other family members were present at
the press conference.

there. We have no interest in return-
ing. We have a simple interest to
prevent the continuation of firing at
our communities," vowed
Infrastructure Minister Benjamin
Ben-Eliezer.

In northern Gaza, ground forces,
armoured vehicles and sappers
advanced up to five kilometres (three
miles) in a bid to expand a unilaterally
declared interdiction zone aimed at
preventing the incessant rocket
attacks onIsrael.

Further Israeli troops massed
outside the towns of Beit Hanun and
Beit Lahiya, in the deepest Israeli
ground thrust since the 19-year-old
Gilad Shalit was captured 11 days
ago, sparking the worst Middle East
crisisinmonths.

A20-year-old civilian was killed by
machine-gun fire from an Israeli tank
in the Beit Lahiya, where Palestinian
gunmen put up a heavy fight in a
neighbourhood partially reoccupied
by Israeli soldiers at dawn.

Two members of the armed wing
of the governing Palestinian move-
ment Hamas -- which claimed
responsibility for Shalit's abduction --
and a policeman were killed earlier in
helicopter raids and tank shelling.

Trucks and infantry took over the
remains of Dugit, Elei Sinai and
Nissanit settlements, razed last year
as part of Israel's historic pullout from
the impoverished territory that had
meant to draw the curtain on a 38-
year occupation.

Banglar Shourabh
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made 'gas-free' properly before using
the 'electric blower', said the sources.

The report cited that the use of
‘electric blowers' for cleaning oil tanks
is a fire-safety hazard and their use is
absolutely restricted. The report
blamed those who approved the use
of ‘electric blowers' on the ship.

The probe committee further
pointed its finger at several high
officials of BSC including the general
manager (ship repair), DPA and
general manager, SPD for sheer
negligence, incompetence and for not
following the international shipping
manual.

The committee also found adminis-
trative irregularities in BSC where
inexperienced officials, a second
officer and a third engineer of the
vessel, were awarded contractual
appointments without approval from
the higher authorities. Another contro-
versial contractual appointment for the
position of an electrical engineer was
awarded to a retired Bangladesh Navy
officer who did not have required
certification for the job, sources said
quoting the report.

A high official at BSC preferring
anonymity alleged that BSC's chain of
command has collapsed and it lacks
coordination among most of its depart-
ments. The general manager (person-
nel) takes unilateral decisions on all
contractual appointments, the official
added.

The probe committee in its report
strongly recommended that BSC bring
administrative discipline in all BSC
establishments, strictly follow a proper
human recourses policy for new
recruits on BSC ships and provide
adequate training to the employees
regularly.
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