DHAKA THURSDAY JuLY 6, 2006

2z

7/

METROPOLITAN/

The Baily Star

ATTAINMENT OF MDGs

'Bring people with disability

to mainstream of deV’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

People with disability must be
brought to the mainstream of devel-
opment to attain the country's
millennium development goals
(MDGs), said the speakers at a
consultation meting in the city
yesterday.

They also suggested inclusion of
nutrition-related issues in textbook
curriculums at primary and second-
ary levels to create awareness
about malnutrition leading to disabil-
ity.

The consultation meting was
organised by National Forum of
Organisations Working with the
Disabled (NFOWD) in collaboration
with ActionAid Bangladesh and
Manusher Jonno at LGED Bhaban
inAgargaon.

The meeting was held in
advance of the regional mid-point
review of the implementation of the
Biwako Millennium Framework for

Action towards an Inclusive, Barrier-
free and Rights-based Society for
Persons with Disabilities in Asia and
the Pacific (BMF) at a high-level
intergovernmental meeting to be
held in2007.

"To achieve the goal of the BMF,
seven priority areas, 18 targets and
15 strategies have been identified.
Bangladesh has been actively
involved in the initiation process and
the mid-point review of the BMF,"
said Theima Kay, director of emerg-
ing social issues division of
Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (Escap)
while speaking at the opening
session of the workshop.

"The distress condition of the
people with disability will not change
until they are brought to the main-
stream of the development," said
Social Welfare Minister Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed while speak-
ing as chief guest.

He said the government has

decided to reserve 10 percent
government jobs and two seats in
every passenger bus for people with
disability.

Khandaker Zahurul Alam, presi-
dent of NFOWD, said many factors
including violence, road accidents,
natural calamities and malnutrition
are pushing up the number of handi-
capped people in the country.

He said if given proper social
assistance, people with disability
could contribute significantly to the
wellbeing of the country.

AHM Noman Khan, secretary
general of NFOWD, said women
with disability are subjected to more
discrimination than men.

"Challenged women are more
neglected in society and family than
their male counterparts and rural
women with disability are passing
their lives in miserable conditions,"
he added.

The participants said country's
development is not possible ignor-

ing a huge number of challenged
people.

They estimated that 1.40 crore or
10 percent of the population are
challenged and among them 70 lakh
are women.

The speakers laid emphasis on
community-based approach for
preventing the causes of disability,
reaching out to persons with disabil-
ities in rural areas and raising
awareness and advocacy for the
inclusion of persons with disabilities
in all social, cultural and religious
activities.

They also stressed the need for
disseminating the knowledge of
nutrition as many people have
become disabled due to malnutri-
tion.

Representatives from different
ministries and directorates and
people with disabilities also took
partin the workshop.

Shibir postpones
showdown as
activists refuse
to join rally

RU CORRESPONDENT

Rajshahi University (RU) Islami
Chhatra Shibir yesterday post-
poned its scheduled showdown on
the campus with its President
Mahbubul Alam Salehi, a key sus-
pect in Prof S Taher Ahmed murder
case, as many activists refused to
join the rally apart from huge police
presence.

Afew Shibir activists gathered near
the administrative building and waited
for the rally from the morning, butitwas
deferred before noon.

" Many of our workers refused to
attend the rally because of Salehi's
presence," said a party insider.

“His suspected involvement in
the murder of Prof Taher has
already damaged the party's image.
If we carry on further with him peo-
ple will abuse us,” he said seeking
anonymity.

“We postponed the programme
as Salehi is busy in preparing for
examinations,” RU Shibir Secretary
Nur Muhammad Mondol told The
Daily Star.

However, tension gripped the
students as Salehi visited both male
and female dormitories and
exchanged greetings with them.

He returned to the campus on
Tuesday after he was freed on bail
from the High Court.

A huge number of police were
deployed on the campus as the
authorities apprehended violence
following Salehi's return.

Rajshahi Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Muhammad Javed
Patwary along with senior officials
visited the campus.

Meanwhile, RU Chhatra
Sangram Parishad, a combine of
different student organisations led
by Bangladesh Chhatra League,
has staged angry protests.

Wearing shrouds on heads, they
paraded campus thoroughfares and
held arally beside the central library.

They also threatened tougher
agitation and suspension of all
academic activities if Salehi sits for
examination.

RU BCL President Ibrahim
Hossain and Secretary Ayen Uddin
addressed therally.

Shopkeeper
found
slaughtered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Unidentified miscreants slaughtered
a young shopkeeper at
Chandanaish upazila in the district
on Tuesday night.

The police yesterday recovered
the beheaded body of Rafiqul Islam,
who hailed from Satkania upazila.

He worked at a grocery shop at
Hafez Nagar, Satbaria. His body was
found lying in the shop with both the
hands and legs tied up in the morn-
ing, sources said.

BRTC bus
service resume
in SW region

BDNEWS, Barisal

BRTC buses started plying on three
routes in the southwestern region
yesterday 52 days after its opera-
tion remained suspended.

Khan Kamal Hossain, Barisal
depot manager of Bangladesh
Road Transport Corporation
(BRTC), said the buses started
plying on three routes -- Barisal-
Pirojpur-Benapole, Barisal-
Satkhira and Barisal-Khulna.

BRTC buses will also start plying
on two more routes -- Barisal-
Jhalakathi and Barisal-
Patharghata-Khulna -- today.

The BRTC suspended its opera-
tion on 11 routes on May 14 in the
face of opposition from private bus
owners.
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PHOTO: STAR
Underprivileged children pose for photograph at the Mango Festival organised by Pan pacific Sonargaon Hotel at the
hotelin the city yesterday.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ON RISE

200 women fall victim to
violence last month

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The women rights organisations
expressed concern over the
increasing rate of violence against
women in the country.

Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers Association (BNWLA) in a
press release yesterday presented
an analysis of the news reports,
which show that a total of 200
women fell victim to violence only in
the last month.

The report also shows that rape
and dowry remain the most prevail-
ing forms of violence against
women.

Meanwhile, speakers at a press
conference yesterday said a total of
169 women were victims of violence
last year at several places in the
capital according to the records in
Khilgaon and Sabujbagh police
stations.

Nari Maitree organised the press
conference titled 'Creating aware-

ness to stop violence against
women' as part of its project 'We,
only, can stop all sorts of violence
against women' at the National
Press Club in the city.

Presenting a written statement,
Shahin Akter Doli, executive direc-
tor of Nari Maitree said, "Most of us
are not aware of the fact that women
rights are part of human rights."

As a result, women fall victim to
violence regularly in the spheres of
family, society and state, she added.

Doli pointed out domestic vio-
lence as special form violence
against women as women are
oppressed at home both physically
and mentally.

Speakers also identified the lack
of rule of law as a major obstacle to
stop violence againstwomen.

They suggested that the condi-
tion be changed through creating
awareness among people at all
levels.

The male members of every

family may play a significant role
to change the condition, they said.

According to a report of Ain O
Shalish Kendra, a total of 356
women were victims of violence for
dowry last year across the country
while only 134 cases were filed
against the dowry violence, they
said at the press conference.

Advocate Salma Ali, executive
director of BNWLA, told The Daily
Star over phone that the cases of
repression on women cannot be
carried out successfully for absence
of 'Victim Witness Protection Act'.

For poverty, gender biased
shalish system at the grassroots
level and fear of losing dignity in the
society, women often seem to be
reluctant to take legal action, she
added.
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Temperature may rise
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today.

Met Office said.

Rangamati.

5:17am tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty wind is likely at few places over all the divisions, with moder-
ately heavy falls at one or two places in the next 12 hours as of 6:00pm

Day temperature may rise by 1-2 degree Celsius over the country,

Yesterday's highest temperature of 34.5 degree Celsius was
recorded at Iswardi and Rajshahi and the lowest of 24.5 degrees at

The sun sets in the capital at 6:50pm today and rises at

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 315 27.0 74 75
Chittagong 31.6 26.5 83 82
Rajshahi 35.4 27.0 80 88
Khulna 31.2 26.6 84 95
Barisal 31.5 27.2 89 100
Sylhet 32.7 27.4 80 96
Cox's Bazar 32.5 27.0 80 -

GB to honour
five eminent
doctors

Gono Bishwabidyalay will award
gold medals to five eminent medical
teachers of the country on July 14 at
PHA auditorium, Savar on the
occasion of its 8th founding anniver-
sary, says a press release.

Former chief adviser of caretaker
government and former chief justice
Habibur Rahman will be the chief
gueston the occasion.

Eminent artist Quayyum
Chowdhury designed the gold
medals.

The celebrated doctors are Prof
Kazi Samsul Hoque, former Professor
of Radiology, Dhaka Medical College,
Prof Zohra Begum Kazi, former
Professor of Gynecology and
Obstetrics, Dhaka Medical College,
Prof SIMG Mannan, former Professor
of Anatomy, Chittagong Medical
College, Prof AK Bakhtiar Hossian,
former Professor of Surgery, Dhaka
Medical College, Prof Muhammed
Samsu Zoha, former Principal of
Pharmacology, Chittagong Medical
College.

Former students and associates
of the five eminent doctors will also
be present at the function.

CLASH WITH PoLICE
Transport

workers block
Dhaka-Gazipur
highway

A CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Transport workers barricaded the
Dhaka-Gazipur highway for one
and a half hour disrupting traffic
movement, following a feud with
police for beating a driver yester-
day.

Witnesses said a Haluaghat-
bound bus stopped on the road at
Chandina intersection creating
traffic congestion at around
11:00am.

A police wrecker reached the
spot and dragged the bus to a
nearby place.

The driver of the wrecker,
Nayek Mithu, demanded Tk 1200
which the bus driver refused to
pay. Both of them locked horns
with each other and when Mithu
gotinto the bus, it started to move
towards Mymensingh.

Police chased the bus and
rescued Mithu two kilomitres
away from Chandina.

As the news spread that police
have beaten the bus driver, fum-
ing transport workers barricaded
the Dhaka-Gazipur highway.

Traffic movement resumed at
around 12:30pm after a discus-
sion between transport leaders
and police officers.

SUST VC
returns to
campus amid
tight security

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Vice-chancellor (VC) of Shahjalal
University of Science and
Technology (SUST) Dr Mosleh
Uddin Ahmed yesterday returned
to the campus amid tight security.

Earlier, Dr Mosleh Uddin
declared his resignation from the
post of VC in the face of violent
protest by the students following the
death of a BBA student of the univer-
sity in police firing on May 14.

Following the flared-up vio-
lence, the authorities closed the
university for an indefinite period.

Campus sources said pro-BNP-
Jamaat teachers, officials, employ-
ees and Chhatra Dal and Shibir
leaders and workers welcomed Dr
Mosleh Uddin chanting slogans
and taking out processions after he
came to the campus at around
11:30am.

He entered the VC office under
strong police cordon.

Leaders of Teachers'
Association, Chhatra Dal, Officers'
Association and Employees' Union
paid courtesy call on Dr Mosleh
Uddin at his office.

Leaders and workers of
Chhatra Shibir organised a rally
outside the VC office at that time.

The return of Dr Mosleh Uddin
has created a mixed reaction
among the general teachers,
students and officials, said
sources.

The VC told a group of reporters
at his office that he has returned to
the campus by the grace of Allah
and with the cooperation of all.

He said he will take steps to
open the university calling a syndi-
cate meetingin aweek's time.

He also said after discussion in
the syndicate meeting, punitive
action would be taken against
those responsible for the incident
of May 14.

Mosleh Uddin said he would
stay in Sylhet despite he was
advised to continue his office in
Dhaka.

Obituary

Arjan Towaha, wife of late Comrade
Mohammad Towaha, passed away
at Birdem hospital in the city yester-
day at the age of 72, says a press
release.

Her namaz-e-janaza will be held
at her family graveyard at Hazir Hat
in Ramgati, Lakshmipur, at 9:00am
today.

Bangladesher Samyabadi Dal
(M-L) expressed deep shock at the

death of Arjan Towaha.

Qulkhwani
Qulkhwani of
AKM Atiqullah,
| former chief

| accountant of
Atomic Energy
Commission,
will be held at
the residence of
his youngest
daughter at Suite # 20, House # 41,
Road # 9/A, Dhanmondi after Asr
prayers today, says a press release.

His family members have
requested all to attend the
qulkhwani and pray for the salvation
ofthe departed soul.

AKM Atiqullah passed away due
to a cardiac arrest at the National
Institute of Cardiovascular
Diseases in the city on Sunday.

PHOTO: STAR
Badrunnnesa College students stage a demonstration on the campus protesting hike of hostel charges and demand-
ing various facilities at the hostel.

Govt to renovate state-run
sugar, fertiliser mills

BsS, Dhaka

The government will undertake
necessary measures to increase
productions in state-run sugar mills
and fertiliser factories through their
modernisation and renovation.

Finance and Planning Minister M
Saifur Rahman said this while
talking to journalists after emerging
from a meeting on a new roadmap of
developing the state-run sugar and
fertiliser factories under the Ministry
of Industries in the conference room
of Finance Ministry yesterday.

Industries Minister Motiur
Rahman Nizami also attended the
meeting.

Secretaries and senior officials
of the ministries concerned were

present.

Officials said the meeting
reviewed the current situation and
different aspects of the roadmap of
modernising the mills and factories
to increase their production and
make them profitable.

Saifur Rahman said the state-run
sugar mills have a huge potentiality
in this changing situation of the
global sugar market.

“Most of the state-run sugar mills
and fertiliser factories become
dilapidated because they were not
properly run during the last several
years, but now we are finalising a
plan of modernising and renovating
these mills to meet the demand of
the country,” he said.

The FM said the new situation in

the global sugar and fertiliser mar-
ket has created a huge prospect for
the state-run mills and factories, and
the government is ready to provide
all supports, including financial
ones, to them to utilize the potential-
ity.

Y The finance minister said about
Tk 100 crore would be needed to
turn the state-run sugar mills into
profitable ones and make the coun-
try self-reliantin sugar production.

He said proper steps would also
be taken by the government to make
the country self-reliant in fertiliser.

In this regard, he attached prior-
ity to the production of mixed-
fertiliser and reducing the use of
urea in farming for better result in
the country's agriculture sector.

NATIONAL TREE FAIR 2006 ENDED
Asset worth Tk 6000 crore
generated in 15 years thru’
social afforestation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Only through social afforestation,
asset worth Tk 6000 crore has been
generated during the last 15 yearsin
the country, said Environment and
Forest Minister Tariqul Islam yester-
day.

He also said country's 56 thou-
sand partners of social forestation,
who look after the trees, have got a
total amount of Tk 86 crore only in
lastyear.

The minister was speaking in the
concluding ceremony of a month-
long National Tree Fair -2006 at the
National Parade Ground in the city.

Nine government and semi-
government organisations, eleven
NGOs and a number of private
enterprises took part in the fair with
143 stalls.

This year, around 24 lakh seed-
lings of 1500 species, worth
around Tk 3.64 crore were sold in
the fair.

Addressing the ceremony as
chief guest, the minister also said
nationwide tree plantation
programme in the country has
largely contributed to poverty allevi-

ation, employment generation and
sustainable development in the
country.

Forestation along the highways,
railways and dams cost little but
bring immense benefits to the poor
and destitute, he added.

Deputy Minister for Environment
and Forest Jafrul Islam Chowdhury
said sixteen coastal districts of the
country are under the threat of
submerging in the sea due to global
warming. Only massive plantation
programme in the country can avoid
the catastrophe, he added.

Secretary to the Ministry for
Environment and Forest Jafar
Ahmed Chowdhury said Vietnam
and Korean model of 'artificial and
continuous forestation' would serve
double purpose: it will maintain the
environmental equilibrium and
attracttourists.

With a view to encouraging the
young generation in tree plantation,
the forest department organised
painting and essay competitions
where19 students in different cate-
gories were awarded with crest and
certificates.

Seven stalls were awarded with
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View exchange

Palli Karma Sohayak Foudation and
Action on Disability and Development
(ADD) organise a view exchange on
‘Involving people with disability in the
micro credit programme for the ultra
poor'. Venue: LGED auditorium. Time:
10:00am.

Roundtable

Aroundtable on 'Corporate engagement
and government facilitation: Corporate
social responsibility and education’ will
be held. Venue: Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.
Time: 9:00am.

Founding

anniversary
The 27th founding anniversary

DHAKA
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programme of Centre On Integrated
Rural Development for Asia and the
Pacific (Cirdap) will be held. Venue:
Cirdap. Time: 5:30pm.

Representative

council

The central representative council of
Jatiya Samajtantrik Sramik Jote will be
held. Venue: 65, Bangabandhu Avenue.
Time: 3:00pm.

Blue for Peace

Family of slain former finance minister
Shah AMS Kibria will stage a silent sit-
in as part of their Blue for Peace
Programme demanding trial of the
killers of former minister. Venue: In
front of the High Court. Time: 5:00pm.

crests and certificates in three
categories.

Environment and Forest Minister
handed the prizes over to the win-
ners.

Chief Forest Conservator
Mohammad Osman Goni and
Forest Conservator (administration)
Shamsul Islam were also present at

the programme.

Cop kicks old
woman to

death in Savar
Investigation reveals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An old woman in Savar was killed
after being kicked by a Sub-Inspector
on July 2, an investigation of a rights
organisation reveals yesterday.

A three-member team of
Bangladesh Institute of Human
Rights (BIHR) visited the spot on
July 3 and 4 and investigated the
incident. During the course of
investigation, the investigators
talked to the victim's son, daughter-
in-law, a grandchild and other
relatives who were with her during
theincident.

The BIHR investigation report
said three policemen in civil dress
led by SI Mokhlesur Rahman
wanted to enter the room of Nayan
Banu, 65, of Bagnibari village in
Savar but she prevented them from
entering her room as they were
unknown, leading an altercation.

At one stage, Mokhlesur kicked
Nayan Banu to the wall, which left
herdead on the spot.

Soon S| Mokhlesur left the
scene with other policemen sens-
ing bad, the report said.

The BIHR condemned the
incident and demanded exemplary
punishment of those responsible
forthe killing.

The authorities have already
suspended Mukhlesur Rahman
and constables Aleem and Munnaf
of Savar Police Station after prelim-
inary investigation found them
guilty of murdering the old woman.
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