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PRIME MINISTER GoLD MEDAL 2006 DISTRIBUTED

Keep education above
olitics: PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday
called upon allirrespective of party and
opinion to work with a synergy, keep-
ing education above poalitics, for
spread of standard education to builda
developed knowledge society.

She made the call while addressing a
function arranged for the distribution of
Prime Minister Gold Medal 2006, the
highest award for meritorious students of
Public Universities, at the Intemnational
Conference Centre (ICC) at the PMO. It
was organized by the University Grants
Commission (UGC).

The Prime Minister Gold Medal
was introduced in 2005 to encourage
talented students of the public univer-
sities.

“Education is a national issue. We
may have differences in many affairs
but not in a fundamental one like
education,” she told the function and
expressed her firm belief that the
nation can build up a knowledge-
based developed society with united
efforts of all.

A total of 57 students of different
universities were selected for the
Prime Minister Gold Medal this year on
the basis of securing first-class first
position at graduation/honours-level
examinations obtaining the highest
marks in different faculties.

The students of about 15 public
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universities received the gold medals.
The varsities are Dhaka University,
Rajshahi University, Chittagong
University, BUET, Bangladesh
Agriculture University, Jahangir Nagar
University, Dhaka University of
Engineering and Technology,
Rajshahi University of Engineering
and Technology, Shahjalal University
of Science and Technology, National
University, Hazi Danesh University of
Science and Technology and Dhaka
Shere-Bangla Nagar Agriculture
University.

There are 26 public universities in
the country and the setting up of three
others in the process. Twelve public
universities were set upin last four and
a half years under the initiative of
Prime Minister Khaleda, the function
was informed. There are also 54
private universities.

Reminding that the role of academics
and teachers is pivotal in preserving the
standard of university education and its
development, the PM said, “The people
hoped that the academics and teachers
would always remain accountable to the
nation as regards higher studies and
high-level research, rising above all
unexpectedinfluence and narrowness.”

She hoped that the teachers would
groom students as honest, skilled,
innovative, hardworking citizens and
make them capable of facing tough
competition of globalisation through

imparting pragmatic teaching in
various branches of science and
knowledge.

Prime Minister Khaleda urged the
meritorious students to play a leading
role in national development in their
professional career the way they kept
the mark of proficiency in educational
life.

She also urged them to keep
contribution in the welfare of poor,
common people, reminding that the
commoners of this country have a
large share of expenditure of educa-
tion in the public universities through
paying their tax.

The students would get scope for
repaying the debt to society through
giving proper leadership to the country
and the nation in the days ahead as
well as establishing social peace
through accelerating momentum in
economic development, she
observed.

Referring to various allegations
published in newspapers about both
public and private universities, the PM
said she became upset at this, as her
government has extended coopera-
tion to all sectors of education, includ-
ing higher education.

She hoped those involved in
management of education, particu-
larly teachers and distinguished
personalities at whose initiative the
private universities were set up, would

Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina speaks at a press confer-
ence at the Dhanmondi party
office inthe city yesterday.
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Recipients of Prime Minister
Gold Medal 2006 pose for
photograph with Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia at the
award distribution ceremony at
the PMO in the city yesterday.
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give more attention to this matter-
because education without standard is
merely a certificate-bearing education
thatpractically carries noworth.

The PM also reminded that in the
present perspective of the world, going
abroad for higher education has
become more difficult than any time
before as all don't have that opportu-
nity.

ySo world-standard education has
to be arranged in the domestic univer-
sities, failing which the country will be
lagging behind.

In this context, she posed the
question why the teachers could not
do this at home when the country's
teachers are performing teaching with
reputation in many reputed universi-
tiesinthe world.

Earlier, Prime Minister Khaleda
distributed the medals to the recipients
at the function attended by ministers,
vice-chancellors of different universi-
ties, academics, diplomats, represen-
tatives of different international organi-
sations and guardians.

Education Minister Dr Osman
Farruk, State Minister for Education
Ehsanul Hug Milon, UGC chairman
Prof Dr M Asaduzzaman and, on
behalf of the recipients, BUET student
Abduallah Al Mujaheed and DU
student Farzana Akhter also spoke at
the function.
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Artistes bring out a colourful procession on the Dhaka University campus yesterday marking the World Music Day.

Hon Consul of
Indonesia in
Ctg meets FM

UNB, Dhaka

Newly appointed Honourary Consul of
Indonesia in Chittagong AK
Shamsuddin Khan called on Foreign
Minister M Morshed Khan at his office
yesterday.

Morshed Khan approved the
appointment letter of Shamsuddin
Khan and handed over a letter to himin
thisregard.

The Foreign Minister said Indonesia
is a friendly country of Bangladesh and
hoped that trade and economic activi-
ties between Indonesia and Chittagong
would be strengthened with the
appointment of Shamsuddin as the
Honourary Consul.

He urged the Honorary Consul to
carry out his responsibilities proactively
with a view to strengthening
Bangladesh-Indonesiarelations.

JS body suggests
reorganising BSTI

BSS, Dhaka

The Jatiya Sangsad standing com-
mittee on the Ministry of Industries
yesterday recommended extension
of the Bangladesh Standard Testing
Institution (BSTI) activities to the
districtlevel.

The committee has also sug-
gested reorganising the BSTI for
further strengthening its activities.

Atpresent, the BSTlis working at
divisional level and got approval for
functioning in 15 districts, said an
official handout.

The committee also reviewed a
report on the BSTI activities to
check tampering with weights, food
adulteration and marketing low
quality products.

Committee Chairman Major
Gen, (retd) Mahmudul Hasan
chaired the 32nd meeting held
in the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.
Committee members Industries
Minister Matiur Rahman Nizami,
Gulam M Siraj and Shahidul
Alam Talukdar attended the
meeting.

The industries secretary and
high officials of the ministry were
also present.

The meeting discussed and
accepted the "Bangladesh
Accreditation Bill-2006" after scru-
tiny. The committee will place a
reportin parliament soon.

It also reviewed the latest condi-
tion of the Bangladesh Institute of
Management (BIM).
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