OPPOSITION BLOCKADE

Cop, activist killed, 150
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hurt in clashes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A police officer and an opposition
activist were killed and over 150
were wounded yesterday in clashes
during the opposition's country-
wide blockades of road, rail and
river ways demanding realisation
ofits electoral reforms,

Sub-Inspector (SI) Abul Bashar
was killed' after being hit with
stones thrown by opposition men
at Murgapara in Narayanganj
during the programme of the
Awami League (AL)-led 14-party
opposition combine, |

Golam Mustafa Milen, a city
ward opposition activist, died
during a clash near Titumeer
College in the capital.

With serious head injuries, SI
Bashar was taken to Sonargaon
Uparila Health Complex where
doctors declared him dead. Bashar
had been brought to Dhaka from
Sherpur for duty during the oppo-
sition's blockade programme.

AL leaders claimed that Milon,
vice-president of Gulshan
Sechchha Sebak League, died after

being hit by a tear-gas shell and"

rubber bulletsfired by the police.

A doctor at the Dhaka Medical
College Morgue said no mark of
injury was found on Milon's body.
"We will have to conduct viscera
test to find out the reasons of his
death,” Dr Tejendra Chandra Das,
head of the three-member autopsy
board, told reporters.

Violent clashes were also
reported at different places in
Dhaka and other districts during
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14-party calls
dawn-to-dusk
hartal for

tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 14-party opposition alliance
will enforce a countrywide dawn-
to-dusk hartal tomorrow protest-

ing the killing of an Awami League
| (AL) activist at Mobakhali during
their countrywide blockade

Oppuslt:on 14-party activists haltatrain near Tongi Railway Stationvestarday during thairhlockada pregramme,

programie yesterday,

Criticising the government's
stance of resisting the people's
movement, Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh I1asina yester-
day at her Dhanmondi office urged
people to make the hartal
programme successful.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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protesting killings,
Babar's comment

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) lawmakers
yesterday walked out of the House
twice -- first protesting the killings
of one party activist and a police-
man during the opposition
enforced programme, and then
objectingtoastatementofthestate
minister for home affairs on the
Kkillings.

Before the walkout, the AL
lawmakers accused the govern-
ment of killing the opposition
activist and the policeman during

the blockade and demanded a
discussion on it. But the acting
speakerrejected thedemand.

The lawmakers returned to the
House after the Magrib break only
to walk out again when State
Minister for Home Lutfozzaman
Babar blamed the AL for killing the
policeman,

"Demonstrators have killed the
police officer,” Babar told the
House, He said the leader of the
opposition on June 26 directed her
party activisis to avenge police
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TheWorld Cup was reeling in shock
on Sunday after Brazil were
dumped out by a resurgent France
team, while England had the famil-
iar taste of defeat in' a penalty
shootout with Portugal.

France and their inspirational
|| captain Zinedine Zidane crushed
the reigning champion's hopes of
winning a sixth World Cup, a sec-
ond-halfvolley from Thierry Henry
in Frankfurt on Saturday setting up
a semifinal meeting with Portugal
onWednesday.,

With host nation Germany
‘taking on Italy in the other semion
Tuesday, the last four at a World
Cup is all European for the first
since 1982,

"We deserve our victory,” said
Zidane, who at 34 will retire from
football after theWorld Cup:

After a stuttering start to the
tournament, he and his ageing
teammates have rolled back the
years to rediscover the spirit that
‘. carried them to glory in the 1998

World Cup onhome soil.

"Nowwewill try and getinto the
final as we do not want it to end
here, It i5s so wonderful that we
wantto carryon,” Zidane said.

Brazil were puzzled and frus-
trated that its team, studded with
global stars like Ronaldo,
Ronaldinho and Kaka, failed to find
the net, or any of their trademark
panache,

Coach Carlos Alberto Parreira

It's now World 'European’ Cup

admitted he had failed a country
who were favourites to tetain their
CIOWN.

"My duty was to get Brazil into
the finaland I mustadmit that1was
notexpecting this defeat.

"We made some silly mistakes
and thatcostus.”

The Brazilian press was bitterly
disappointed. .

"Brazil go out ofthe Cup playing
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DHAKA-CTG EXPRESSWAY
Cabinet decides
on Malaysian
offer today

STAYF CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet is going to take deci-

sion today about a foreign invested |

project for constructing the second
national highway between Dhaka
and Chittagong.

The Malaysia based Azimat
Consortium last year proposed to
build the six-lane expressway
spending about $900 million on
built, own, operate and transfer
(BOOT) basis.

"The proposal of constructing

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

DGFI, Islamic p parties
against BB guidelines
for Islamic banking

STAR REPORT

In an unprecedented move, 'the
Directorate General of Forces
Intelligence (DGFI) and some
Islamic political parties are pre-
venting the Bangladesh Bank (BB)
from circulating its recently final-
ised new guidelines for Islamic
banks.

Going out of its jurisdiction,

«DGFI in a réport to the finance

ministry recommended that the
central bank forms the guidelines
in line with the wishes of a focus
group comprising 'Islamic econn-
mists, bankers and Shariah Council
experts'.

The central bank should not
modify or add any idea to the focus
group recommended guidelines,
wrote DGFI. The reporl all along

echoed the recommendations of

various Islamic groups and advised
the central bank on how to protect
the interest and image of the four-
partyalliance government.
Expressing DGFI's concerns
about protecting the alliance gov-
emment's image, the report urged
the central bank to urgently frame

the policyin line with the wishes of ||
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'VOTER LIST UPDATE | ,
Now statf go missing

STAFF CORHESPONDENT

Many assistantregistration officers
(ARQ), tasked with distributing
forms among the people for updat-
ing the voterlist, did not turn up at
the offices of ward commissioners
yesterday.

At some places emplovees of
those offices, who are not election
officials, distributed the forms
among those who came to collect
them

"No officer has come today. So 1
am giving oul forms if anybody
wants them,” Moyeedul, an office
assistant at Mirpur thana election
office at ward no 14 of the capital,
told reporters, The ARO did not
come to theoffice till 1:00pm,

The office of ward no 13 in
Pirerbag was found' closed as the
security guard had lockedit andleft
the place.

Similarly, AROs were nol found

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Khaleda asks Ershad
join' alliance
Exclusive meeting held at PMO

STAR REPORT

In a major political development,
ousted president also Jatiya Party
Chairman HM Ershad along with
his wife had an exclusive meeting
with Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
yesterday and discussed various
matters including future electoral
alliance,

A highly placed source in BNP
on condition of anonymity told The
Daily Star yesterday that the prime
minister (PM) had a lengthy meet-
ing with the former president and
his wife Roushan Ershad MP at the
Prime Minister's Office.

PM's eldest son also BNP Joint
Secretary General Tarique Rahman,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

.n\"ﬂ:m

®  For maye Informastian contact AKTEL Assistance.

on 10th July '06, add two zeros -

to your Message Centre number

To give better SMS service to all
AKTEL customers, we have: changed
our message centre number. Go to
J '‘message setlings' option of your
handset, add 00 before 4 to your
existing message centre number, and
ensure uninterrupted sms service.

Call 124 {from ety AKTEL rrimbest), 018 8400 400 (from sy rmiar),
EMS 8123 (from sy AKTEL nummbed), Ermait! 1238mkisl com
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SL president's
Dhaka visit
postponed

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Srl Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapaksa’s official wisit to
Bangladesh, which was scheduled
for this month, has been post-
poned due to the security situation
inhis country.

"The Foreign Ministry of St
Lanka has informed the
Bangladesh government of the
president's inability to proceed
with the official tour," Sri Lankan

internet-based newspaper

ColomboPagereported.

The three-day tour had been
scheduled on July 12-14 under an
invitation from the Bangladesh
government.

A foreign ministry source in
Dhaka said the wisit would be
rescheduled later,

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Navy chief Rear Admiral M Hasan
All Khan, arrived in Sri Lanka on

Sunday onavisitataninvitationby [

the SriLanka Navy.
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