Crisls in Dinajpur BNP has deep-
ened, crea puusibmtyofaﬁftm
the party here.

The part fice in the town is
locked yesterday morning

leadersbelonging

to the faction led by Md. Moklesur
Rahman an dre on: the run
followin m:n!st in Dhaka and
filing of. Against 35 of his
followers

were filed by former
p y Md. Shahin Khan,
anrul]si&mldmka Md. Alauddin
and Taimur Rahman.

Police said they have arrested
four of the accused. They are Afzal
Hossin Khan, Abdu] Hakim Ratan,
Nasirul Hague and Abdul Majid, all
leaders of BNP's student front
jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD).

Moklesur Rahman, organising
secretary. ofbinajpur district BNB,
who was PS to former children and
women affairs minister Khurshid
Jahan Hagque, was arrested from
Gulshan: inhha.ka on Thursday on
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alleged charge of corruption.

The rivalry in the party intensi-
fied as party men opposed to
Moklesur Rahman showed up after
his arrest and death of Khurshid
Jahan Haque, partyinsiders said.

On Saturday night, at least 50
party men belonging to the rival
faction gathered in the town and
burnt effigies of Moklesur Rahman
and Dinajpur BNP vice-president
AshrafulAlam,

Police deployed in large num-
bers at different points in the town
on Thursday to stave off possible
clash between rival factions are still
onpatrol

BNP Senior Joint Secretary
Tarique Zia called some senior
party leaders including two law-
makers to Dhaka and held a meet-
ing at Hawa Bhaban on Saturday to
resolve the crisis bul there was little
sliccess, party sources said,

Those who attended the Hawa
Bhaban meeting included former
armychiefMd. MahbuburRahman
who i5 Dinajpur BNP vice-
president and lawmaker [rom

Dinajpur-1 constituency; Md.

Akhraruzzaman Miah, lawmaker
from Dinajpur-4 constituency and
Mukit Chowdhury, vice president
of central Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JED) and president ohts Dinajpur
unit.

Tarigue Zia may come (o
Dinajpur on June 30 to help party
rivals close ranks, the sources said.

The simmering feud in Dinajpur
BNP came in the open after the
death of Khurshid Jahan Haque
and arrest of her PS Moklesur
Rahman, widely blamed for pro-
tecting his followers allegedly
involved in corruption, irregulari-
ties, tender manipulation, extor-
tionand suchother crimes.

The district cominitiee was
dissolved on Thursday night. The
sources claimed that dissolution
was hailed by dedicated party
leaders and workers atall levels,

Party sources claimed that
Mokhlesur Rahman was behind
the corruption and irregularities,
done by keeping Khurshid jahan
Haqueinthe dark.

. Rahman MP district unit

tin Dinajpur BNP widens,
tv office under lock

¢ in Hawa Bhaban produces little result,
on the run as 35 of them sued by rivals

Local leaders had earlier com-
plained to the party high command
against Moklesur Rahman and his
nien for their corruption, but to no
effect, the sources said.

Seven party leaders earlier
resigned from their posts in the
Deaf and Dump Institute and the
Dinajpur: Red Crescent Society,
protesting carruption by party men
in the institutions, headed by the
prime minister's mother.

The seven leaders are Dinajpur
former army chief Md. Mahbubur
vice-
president Khalequzzaman Babu, its
secretary Ashraful Alam, joint secre-
tary AKAzad, treasurer Golam Rasul
Rocket, publicity secretary Aftab
Uddin Mondol and executive com-
mittee member AbuTaher Abu.

Mahbubur Rahman also
resigned from the Regent Board of
Haji' Danesh Science and
Technology University (HSTL)

* protesting alleged corruption by

BNP men there and also did not
altend any party meeting in last
WO yedrs, party sources said.
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The Kalni river devoured at least 50 homesteads in Derai upazila in Sunamgan] district in about a week. Fanicked
villagers watching the river emio\“wdecide when toshift theirhouses,

| nine Union Paris
| have boycotted Ind
. and Jamaat Ameer N
the upazila town oné

 inprotestagainstallotat
| mentsanctions amongJ

; | upazila.

progamme, Gofur

Rahman Nizami's

They boycotted pm

depriving the UP ch
members.

Santhia upazila admin
organised the programm

distribution of govemnment sanc
tion under the Department of Food

and Disaster Management. j
was present there aschiefguest.
Khetupara UP chaitman Md
Abdul Gofur told: this carréspon-
dent that all the government alloca:
tions including TR projects
Work projects, Mol'my
projects were di
Jamaatmen depnvingtheu i}
man and m(.mber& in Sh.n_

They will contin

Local people b

it the tpatter

to notice of Pabna Deputy
Cur:nmsswnetwhﬂﬁ!ﬂemdapmbe
into the incident, Sg;nhia U’paﬁla
Nirbahi Office sot :meﬁajd

A bomd of brothers ]om

An 1muatfve by same youths has

raised ‘hopes among

n Mymansingh.

mcludmg Tucal p bhc representa-
tivesand 5

In abouta month, druguse has
come  down. drastically in Akua
Banmrpooi amareaknown in the
town ior the social curse: Drug

drug peddiers
nir, his wife
have been

uths led by
Monst | the anti-drug
drive. Whenever informed about

drug pi deling or use, they rush to
' Eadry and stopit. '[ he

Youlhs_ on p’a"mul-ln Akua Bangarpool area of Mymensingh town to guard againstdrug pedding.

peddierswhohada booming trade- -

their mission after sunset and
search for drug peddlers and users:
Their drive has drawn public sup-
port, locals said.

Before launching the drive, the
youths first met the local Ward
Commissioner Syed Shafiqul Islam
Minto, who gave them whole-
hearted ‘support and assured all
possible help.

The commissioner discussed

thematterwith freedom fighterMA

Halim Surj and Alauddin Khoka;
president -and- secretary of local
defense party, Officer-in-Charge of
Kotwali Police Station Robiul
Haque, Chairmman of Akua Union
Parishad Ramzan Ali Ranju and
former ward commissioner
Kamrul Islam Walid, They held a
meetingwithlocal people.

Seeing their success, youths in
other areas of the town now think
oflaunching anti-drug campaign.

Rajan Sen, Shoel, Raju and
Prince, all members of the a-dmg
squad, said they [eel proud to be
involved in a drive which saves
youths from destruction.

They vowed to continue the

drive till drug use is completely
eradicated and peddlers driven out
from the town. They are also con-

“ducting a public awareness cam-

palgnagainst druguse.

Talking to this correspondent,
Ward Commissioner Minto said
the youths are doing a commend-
able job. Such anti-drug squads
should be formed in other areas to
remove thesocial curse.

They have become successfulin
a work-which.police -and-public.1.
~representativescouldnot do.

Mymensingh Municipality
Chairman Mahmud Al-Noor Tareq
gaid' he will extend all’ support to
youths in such good initiatives in
Akua Bangarpool and other arcas
aswell.

0C Robiul Haque said, "We are
impressed by their success and
hope youths in other areas of the
townwillalso launch such drives”.

We will welcome such drives even
inareasoutside the town, hesaid.

The initiative has been praised
by leaders of local socio-cultural
organisations like Mymensingh
Sangeet Biddhalaya and Prayrona.

PHOTO, STAR

Rangamatl BNP
demands
removal of CHT
Affairs secy

Our mDN'DENT, Rangamati

\ atlnna.list Party (BNF)
organisations jointly
held a protest rally in front of
Rarl,gamali Deputy Commissioner's
1 ,sqbrmttcd a memaoran-

atary of CHT Affairs
Ministry as he is involved in a row
w:ti'lDﬂputx%Lmster for CHT Affairs
apant ewan

IsmailHo i
of Juba Dalandjativatabadi Chhatra.
Dal atidreﬁsedfhem]}y

They said a deputy minister can

er a row with a secre-

tary. They trged the prime minister
10 punish the secretary and remove
fromthe minlst.ry
Otherwise, BNE, its front organi-
sations and other component par-
ties of thp nuling four-party alliance
i Rangamati will launch a tougher

egiation, theysaid.
4
s ¥

Rampant rubber theft

from govt gardens
Culprits have links with officials,

political leaders

1QBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

Theft of raw mubber from state-run
gardens in Sylhet region increased
in recent months.

Organsied gangs enjoying bless-
ings of political quarters are
engaged in the theft for long. At
least 30,000 kilograms of rubber was
stolen from the four gardens in the
region inlast five months.

This could not be stopped even
after filing of cases with different
police stations, repeated meetings
with local political leaders, people’s
representatives and officials.

Sources in the regional office of
Bangladesh Forest Industries
Developmient Corporation (BFIDC)
atSrimangal said, inlastfive months,
14,600kgs of rubberwere stolen from
Rupaichhsra rubber garden; and
7,098, 5,850, 368 kgs from gardensin
Habiganj, Srimangal and
Moulvibazarrespectively,

Lack of adequate security men is

!

the main cause of frequent thefts,
theysaid.

The organised gangs even looted
rubber from gardens in
Rupaichhara and Habiganj during
day time. At Rupaichhara garden,

Ansars opened fire to drive away |

miscreants.

As many as 41 cases were lodged
with police stations during the
period. Police recovered 25,000 kgs
ofrubber,

Thelifted rawrubberafter drying
issold inblack markets at Tk25to TK
30 per kilogram while the market
priceis between Tk40 and Tk 60,

The gangs have links with local
ruling party men and a section of
garden officials, they claimed. In
certain areas, even law enforcers
remainsilent out offear,

A trader in Srimangal said the
theft can not be stopped as a sec-
tion of garden employees and
political leaders areinvolvedinit,

;

‘School indeed

| STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khudna

No student from 15 schools passed
in the Secondary School Certificate
(SSC) examinations held this year
underjessore Education Board,
The schools are Bidyabithi High
School in Dumuria upazila of
Khulna; Janashakti High School,

' Shingjor High School, Abdul Aziz

Memorial High School and Jaria
High School in Bagerhat; Islamkati
High School and Syed Kamal Bakht
High School in Satkhira; MGGM
High School in Meherpur; Bankihi
Girls High School, Srirampur Girls
High School, Palli Unnayan Girls
High School and Kakilakhali Girls
High School in Jessore; Muldarh

“Taltala High School in Narail; Palla

High School and Gopalpur High
SchoolinMa gura.

~ Stern action will be taken |

against the schools from which no
student could come out successful,
said Jessore Education Board
Controller Amirul Alam Khan.
Inefficiency, insincerity and cor-
rupt by teachers are responsible for
the bad results, he said.

According to sources in the
education board, the number of
teachers is higher than the number
SSC examinees-in several of the 15
schools.

‘Diarrhoea: 3

killed, 200
attacked in
Khagrachhari

Oun CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

At least three people including a
child died and 200 others were
attacked with diarrhoea in
Khagrachhariinlast4 days.

Khagrachhari civil surgeon (C8)
office sources confirmed the deaths
and identified the victims as Chikon
Bala Tripura, 32, Halendra Tripura,
42, andShahin, 8.

The worst affected areas are

. Maratillalatiban, Faterna Nagar and

some remote villages in Panchhan
upazila where 100 people were
attacked with the disease. In
Muohalchhari, Laxmichhari and
Matiranga upazilas;, 100 others are
suffering from the disease.

Meanwhile, 100 people are
attacked with malaria in
Manikehhari thana but the Health
Department took no initiative to
control thesituation.

Tea testing
council held in
Srimongal

Oun CORRESPONDENT, Maulvibazar

The annual 'tea testing open coun-
cil'! of Bangladesh Tea Research
Institute (BTRI) was held yesterday:
at the institute in Srimangal with
greatenthusiasm.

Produced tea from factories of 63
tea gardens in Sylhet division were
presentedatthe council.

Director of National Brokers
Limited Saiful Islam and BTRI Tea
Scientist Mulkail Joyti Dutta tested
standard of tea samples at an open
session:

Five hundred' categories of tea
from 63 tea gardens were presented
beforefortest.

After tests, grades were given in
writtentoteagardens concerned.

BRI i rector Dix
Shahiduzzaman; Saiful Islam,
Director of the National Tea Brokers
Ltd; tea scientist Shah Kamal Haque;
DGM of Bharaura Tea Garden Bashir
Alamwerealso present.

On road to women's emp owerme..'"’?;_'_f_t

Mini garments unit in remote Netrakona village

makes them self-reliant

JAHANGIR ALAM, Netrakona

Mandi village, six kilometres from
the district town, is now alive with
workingwomen.

The illiterate poor women
coming from faraway areas pro-
duce garments inatin-shedroom.

They are 120 and all are self-
reliant, earning Tk 150 to Tk 200/a
day by working for six to eight
hours.

They are members of Netrakona
Integrated Development Project
(NIDP}), alocal NGO, NIDPlaunched
the garments projectin June last year
with 60 women members. The mem-
berhasdoubled inayear,

The women became members
withamonthly contributionofik 10,

Once enrolled, they are trained
in garments production and given
subsistence allowance during the
six-month training period,

After training, each woman is
provided with a sewing machine
and supplied with fabrics and
other inputs. The specified prod-
ucts are bought back by NIDP and
supplied to markets in Netrakona
andotherdistricts.

They produce garments for
men, women and children but do
not have to worry for marketing
those. :

The products are in good

PHOTD: STAR

The once sleeping Mandi village in Netrakona is now abuzz with women working on sewing machines at a mini gar-

ments factory, organised by NetrakonaIntegrated Development Project (NIDP).

demand, NIDP Pmiect .Ib ré
Gopal Karmakar told the corre-
spondent duringavisit. '

“We are surprised at the wmm
of the poorand illiterate wormen All
the women woﬂ:mgherem, iter-
ate but once trained and supplied
with inputs, they utilise the: scope;
properlyin aninlelligenﬂvay o

“They are changing their life
and 95 per cent of the women have
became self-reliant”, andsald

He said, sceing the | good
response and success; NIDR.
authorities are now thinking to
replicate the project in ally upan]as
ofthe district.

Amana Begum, 30, ur
Baischapra village said she qa-ms;
150 to Tk 200 a day by working in
the garments project. She said she.
does not have to won _51‘1)33 NG{‘?
markets the products, -

Amana Begum sdid her hu&-'
band is a rickshawpuller. Noy i
she adds a substantial
the family mcome, her

cally disabled and
She worked as a'don
before be‘comi_ﬂg e

She can maintnin

Most of the woint
spondent talked tof
nowself-reliant,

NIDF Planning I
Hamfsalclmeyhavea_ .

Thwarting recurring floods
Dam built by CARITAS along Netairiverin

Mymensingh will protect 20 villages

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymonsingh

A long cherished dream of several
lakh people Dhubarua upazila in
the district has been fulfilled, Thir
crops and homesteads will not be
washed away any more as a dam has
been constructed on the eastern side
of Netainver.

People in at least 20 villages are
now free from worries following
construction of the massive dam by
CARITAS. The 640 metre long and
12.4 metre wide dam will protect
crops worth over Tk 5 crore annually
and human habitations in
Goshgoan, Dhubaura, Gamaritala
and Purakunduliaunions.

Work on the Tk 1.2 crore project
was started in Decemberlastyearand
completed recently, It will protect the
ared from floods caused by onrush of
waters from Meghalaya hills in India,
onlythreekilometeraway.

CARITAS sources said they con-
structed the dam following appeals
by local people. The dam will also
protect the area from erosion by the
river.

Thedam, buliltwith fundsfromits
Luxembourg office is the biggest
project taken up by CARITAS in
Bangladesh, they said. The dam has
been reinforced with concrete bocks
andislikely tobe durable.

Lacal people extended their

&

wholehearted supports in the work,
theysaid.

People living in Bhalukapara,
Joripapra, Sidlipara and Purba
Goshgoan villages were the worst
sufferers due to erosion by the river.

* Theywill now be safe, said Goshgoan

Union Parishad Chairman Shamsul
Haque while talking to this corre-
spondent.

Deposit of silt on croplands car-
ried by flood waters made many
affluent farmers pauper as their
croplands were rendered
uncultivable, said local BNP leader
Prof Azharul Islam. This will stop
now, headded.

PHOTO: STAR
The newly constructed dam on the eastern side of Netai river in Dhubarua upazila in Mymensingh that will protect 20
villages from flood and erosion.

Production will restis
garden on June 27
and ahalfyears' shu
This was annot
-authorities followir
labour leaders held
local office of Sama]l

Front(SSE).
The meetglg was
Senior Assistant M

Abdur Noor; Assistdnt Mana
Sumon Kanti Das; labou lba;!
Sunil Rajgour, Nandaraj |

Dhoneswar Suryabﬁnwm SSF RS

leaders Badrul Hussain,

“Atthe meeting. a men;, randun
of understanding wag Blgneﬁ
hfefil:w:fn labom ers and f
officials provi for payment o
arrears wages and other ben
and rejoining of 668 labourers,

The garden was shut. duwnl:ryitx
owners in !-ebmn];}; 2004, making
several thousand uumrsjahluss

Hunger strik
in Rangpur
July 5 to prgss

Rangpur Unnyan E
citizen's comini

mass hunger striki
local press club ground
The six-hour mass|
was called to press ho ts four-
pointdemand mcludhhg, ation ¢
Rangpur division and education
board setting up of auniversity and
supplyofpipe line gas.




