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Italian fans celebrate their team's victory over the Czechs as they drive through the streets of Baden Baden on Thursday night.

casa Azzurri

INTERNET, undated

Wondering were most of the [talian
entourage s while the team pre-
pares to meet Australia? Try
Duisburg, and zoom to the MSV
Arena, the local side's gem of a
stadium. In the back of the entire
main stand, the dark blue of MSV
has been mellowed into a slightly
differentcolour, Italy's azzurmo.

Meet CasaAzzurri, then.

I'd heard of an 'England Camp’
set up near the team's base in
south-western Germany, and of
course almostevery national feder-
ation tries to bring a bitof its coun-
try's flavaur to the World Cup, with

(the indiregt result of sometimes
reinforcing clichés - sunny Spain,
technologically advanced Japan
and 50 on - but fothing probably
comes close to Casa Azzurrl.

The 'home of the Azzurrf?, like its
clone Casa Italia which pops up at
the Olympies, ismeant to be a cele-
bration of all things Italian, and the
fuct the Federation plays an heavy
partin its set-upmeans it also hosts
alotofpressconferences.

Thus, a convergence of different
conveniences: Italian broadceasters
RAI and Sky Spart - the latter mak-
ing a huge effort to cover the World
Cup, having dcquired the rights to

all 64 matches - set up a studio
within the friendly confines of Casa
Azzurri and thus receive a double
benefitin that once they take their
microphones off the broadcasters
only have to walk a few yards for the
next espresso, which, like the
panini on the other side of the
corridor, is free.

This time, Casa Azzurri was not
squeezed inside a prefab structure
outside a stadium and s location
reflects an aspiration to grandeur -
ok, it's a French word - that falls in
line with everything a certain sector
of Italian life stands for. The colours
of the stadium, after all, nearly
match, although no self-respecting
[talian ‘fighetto’ (the permanently
tanned, smart-car driving, ostenta-

uous type you'll find in mostbars by

7pm) would be seen dead in MSV's
blue-and-white hoops.

But this has the obvious advan-
tage of providing both a first class
environment - there is truly pot
much wrong with Casa Azzurri's
design and purpose - and a foatball
scene: go past the double doors each
side of the main Bar and you'll find
yourself in the Main Stand, another
excellent backdrop for a live shot
while pretending to be far away from
the studio which is in fact just a few
yardsaway.

It also provides a scenario for
intriguing stuff, as visitors have been
spotted sitting in the stands at the
right time of the day to work on their
tns or to talk business discreetly,
while another, less appealing sight

was that of a well-known Italian TV
broadeaster fallen asleep inthe stand
with his shirt off, showing his gro-
tesquely overweight body and pro-
viding some unknown amateur
photographer with the chance to
take a picture - witha mobile phone -
that must have been the single most
emailediteminItaly inthe pastweek.

Casa Azzurri is, in a way, a micro-
cosm and ashop-window for the kind
of stuffand style Iralians can be proud
of. And while cynicisin suggesis a
closet, rather than half a stadium,
would be more than enough, once
you get into shoes, salami, coffee,
clothing and most regions of the
country promoting themselves to
visitors, you getthe picture.

And no, on the subject of typical
[talian products and lore, there was
no mannequin dressed as a referee
and hunched aver at an angle (ie.
‘bent') or devices to improve your
wire-tapping capabilities so you'll
know who's going to win the next
match. But there must have been a
sign somewhere urging visitors to
smoke, as everyone was lighting up
like crazy, something which you're
not allowed to do inside anymore, in
Italy, and God forever bless who
passed thatlaw.

But wait a minute, were they
visitors? No regular visitors are
allowed, though. Only VIPs and
journalists and special guests, who
may also take in one of a series of
concerts by leading [mlian bands
that are staged in the fully-equipped
area at the top of the stairs. Must be

one of those B2B fraternities then,
businessmen talking to each other,
making each other bedroom eyes in
the quest for a better deal or another
planeload of tourists landing in one
ortworegions of ltaly,

You want tourism? Check the
literature Veneto and Salento are
giving away. Want style? Er, you'll
have it, but that's if sofas with pic-
tures of former greats printed on the
fabric are, of course, your idea of it.
Orie of the sofas sports the image of
Paolo Rossi, the hero of the 1982
World Cup, heading his first of three
goals agninst Brazil baek in those
days, and since Rossi himself, now a
businessman and a Sky pundit,
seems to be spending all of this time
between matches at the Casa
Azzurri, you wonder if he ever had
the temptation to lean back and rest
his word-weary body on his own
image.

It's slightly sad that one of the
characteristics of ltalians (and
athers), trying to build a number of
Little Italys around the world so
they feel they haven't really left the
country behind after all, is repli-
cated at the World Cup in such a
way that a reporter could spent a
whole month in Germany without
ance having to eat a local dish,
leaving the place only to cover
matches and practices then return-
ing to the Italian-speaking, chain-
smaoking cocoonat the back of MSV
Arena'smainstand.

Wonder what those at Casa
Australiamustbe thinking.

Haunted by Guus?

FROM PAGE 19

1o stop awenkish Nico Kovac shar,
would very often be the difference
berween stccess and defeat in the
World Cup context. Similar mistakes
against the Italians, and elimination
willbethe inevitableresult.

The way I see ir, Australia have
already ‘won' theirWorld Cup just by
gettingoutofthe group. When he sat
with me in Eindhoven for an ESPN
interview back in December,
Hiddink called that ‘the important
secondstep.'

Isathird step forward nowreallya
possibility?

It would ke a brave man to
predict that [taly, with all their inter-

natonal know how, will|be senr
packing on Monday night. But who |

ins their right mind would count out
this. spirited, all-action Australian
collective, managed by the finest
tacticianinworld football.

FROM PAGE22

injury,” Kuhn said, "He had two
games with Rennes and then
joined the national squad which
gave him the opportunity to come
backinto form.

“Ithink he can score more goals
in the competition. Whether or not
he will be the best of the strikers, |
don'tknow,but thereisachance.”

Kuhn also singled out Pascal
Zuberbuhler, the only goalkeeper
of the first Stage to kcep three clean
sheets.

“No goals ngntmn us in three
matches - I am grateful to the
defence and the goalie," said the
silver-haired Kuhn.

One sethack for the Swiss is the
absence of Arsenal centre-back
Philippe Senderos who scored the
upcnltl& against South Korea
hut later [n!l and dislocated his

shouldg:, 2

If they reach the last eighr,
Switzer wuu{;l equal their best
Bver perl’oma.nce at a World Cup
and Kithn; dacountrynot known
fur fo fever wus getting

b&hﬁldl& 5 -W[urdecad»b
10w has a way to
alpride,” hesaid.

: ing in confidence
rmd now nything is possible. We
can beat Ukraine and advance
further-whyno?”

italy unfazed by critics

FROM PAGE 19

produced solid but unspectacular
wins against Ghana and the Czech
Republic and adrawwith the USA.

°1 really don't care how we play,
the anly important thing is to win,"
he said ahead of Monday's crunch
second round match against
Australiain Kaiserslautem.

"Everything else counts for little,
The most talented team of all time
was (Johan Cruyil's) Holland and
they'veneverwonanything.

"They may be remembered for
the way they pliyed, but they ended
upwithnothing"

Perrotta jumped to the defence of
out-of-sorts striker and Roma team-
mate Francesco Tott, who has only
recently returned to action afrer
breaking his ankle and looks off the
pace.

“He's definitely not 100 per cent,

but players like Francesco, with the
quality he has even if he's at 70 or B0
per cent, is a player who can make
the difference in any moment of a
match," Perrotta said.

Asked [fTotti was a luxury to have
inthe team at the moment, Ferrotta
replied. "Absolutelynot.”

Perrotta made the surprise
admission that he would have been
happy to face tournament favourites
Brazil in the last 16 rather than
Australia,

"Australin may seem like the
easier draw, but the game againstthe
US proved that matches which seem
easy on paper dre often the most
difficultones,” hesaid.

"Paradoxically it might have been
easier to face Brazil rather than
Australia. Personally I would have
preferred to meet Brazil, not because
Australia is stronger, but because it

would have been wonderful to play
againstthem.

"It would have been a fascinating
match and if you feel that you have
the quality to win the World Cup, you
have to beatevery team.”

Perrotta used ro/be a fringe player
for ltalybut he has nowbecome akey
figure, starting all three of their group
matches in hisunfamiliar role on the
right-hand side of midfield rather
thaninthecentre. |

"I used to be think that it would
always be who would be sacrificed
when the team was announced, but
nowlthinkdifferently, " he said.

"I've had a good season and I've
started every match here. I used to
think that my role was only in central
midfield, butnowI've been given this
new position, which I really enjoy.

"I'm playing well, but there's
alwaysroom forimprovement.”

Wicky doubly

FROM PAGE 22
be 22-30,000 Swiss fans there and it
would belikea home gamefor me.”

Wicky says confidence is grow-
ing in a side which is the youngest
in the tournamentand also the one
with the oldest coach - Kobi Kuhn.

“There is no problem with the
age difference, everyone knows
what to do. We have been playing
for five years in the same system
and we know what to do as a team,
and the coach has got rid of little
jealousies, [ think the younger
players will be even more ready,”

Teams who have impressed
Wicky in the tournament include
Germany, Argentina, Spain and
Cate D'lvoire. *I'm also very proud
that we are the only team not o
have conceded (a goal) in the tour-
nament,” he added.

"It's an incredible feeling to see
all the Swiss fans around and to be
thinking what's happening back
home, the fans know the fact we
were top of our group shows that
we have quality. Ukraine are a very
goad team, it will be difficult, but
the World Cup euphoria in
Switzerland makes me proud and it
issomething new forus.”

Goliath v David

FROM PAGE 19

"So they will be looking to get a goal
whenever they can and we'll be
looking to keep itastight as possible
for as long as possible because we
feel stamina-wise and physically we
canmatchany team."

Alessandro Nesta has been ruled
out for Italy after failing to recover
from a groin strain. Marco
Materazzi, who scored against the
Czech Republic after coming off the
bench to replace Nesta, will retain
hisplaceat the heartof thedefence.

Midfielder Daniele De Rossi will
also be absent for Italy as he serves
the second of a four-match ban for
elbowing the USA's Brian McBride
inthe face.

Australia, whose World Cup
campaign has captured the imagi-
nation ofacountry where rugby and
cricket rule, will be without Brett
Emerton.

The dynamic Blackburn Rovers
midfielder was sent off in the 2-2
drawagainst Croatiaon Thursday.

"They're going to have to do i
withoutme, butl'msure they can do
it," Emerton said.

*I thinkit's more nerve-wracking
just sitting and watching than play-

ing, so I'm not looking forward to
that.”

Mark Schwarzer will return in
goal for Australia in place of Zeljko
Kalae, who looked nervous against
Croatiaand gifted thema soft goal.

Three of the Australia squad play
in Italy's Serie A: Kalac (AC Milan)
and midfielders Marco Bresciano
and Vincenzo Grella (both Parma).

FROM PAGE 19

Hiddink has to find a replacement
for athletic utility Brett Emerton,
wha is suspended from Monday's
match.

“We don't have that many
aptions to replace him, that's why |
like 1o play a flexible system and
also have players who have the
ability to play in several positions,”
Hiddinksaid.

"We'll find our solution, butit's
not easy because Brett Emerton
has given a lot of energy to this
team, he's a very athletic player
and when you see him running all
over the place, he's one of the fittest
playersin thisWorld Cup.”

Robinho
pulls up
in training

REUTERS, Bergisch Gladbach

Brazil striker Robinho ended train-
ing early on Saturday after suffer-
ing atwinge in his right thigh, team
doctor Jose Luis Runco said.

Robinho, whose speed and
trickery gave Brazil a new dimen-
sion in the 4-1 World Cup win over
Japan on Thursday, was seen (o
clutch his thigh during shooting
practice.

"Robinho felt a twinge in the
frontofhis right thigh,” said Runeco.
"He is undergoing ice treatment,
wewillwaitand see.”

"If necessary we will ask for tests
and if he still has pain tomorrow
(Sunday), we will hold him back."

Asked if Robinho would be fit to
face Ghana in Tuesday's second
round match in Dortmund, Runco
replied: "There's no certainty
aboutthis.”

Robinho started Brazil's first
games against Croatia and
Australia on the bench, coming on
in the second half,

He then replaced Adriano in the
starting line-up for the Japan
match and Brazil looked much
livelier throughout.

Coach Carlos Alberto Parreira
has not yet decided whether
Robinho will start against Ghana, if
heisfit.

No Hiddink
revenge:
Cannavaro

INTERNET, undared

Fahio Cannavaro is not taking the
Australia tie as a remarch against
[taly's 2002 ‘villain' Guus
Hiddink.

Hiddink was on the South
Korea bench when they shocked
the peninsula stars with a Golden
Goal in the second round of the
2002 World Cup and now he has
the opportunity to repeat the
trick with Australia.

"It won't be a remateh for what
happened in Korea," insists the
Azzurri captain ahead of
Monday's clash. "It's Hiddink
and not the same team, 50 all we
must do is play in order towin the
match.® !

Topping Group E was impera-
tive to avoid Brazil, but some of
the Italy side have realised that
taking on Australia Is no easy task
either.

"It'll be a very tough game. I'd
already said before we knew who
we'd be paired with that the
Socceroos had impressed me.
They have great players and are
very strong physically, plus a
talented Coach that we know
well.”

Cannavaro, writing on his
official website, also tried to
reassure fans that the Azzurei had
already done well to finish top of
the most balanced group in the
competition.

"I have always been confident,
because I knew the potential and
the moral strength of this squad.
We knew it'd be difficult, but also
thar we would do it. Here's hap-
ingwe continue in the same way."

Zokora set
for Spurs
move

AFP, London

Ivory Coast international
midfielder Didier Zokora revealed
Sunday that he will play for English
Premiership side Tottenham next
Season.

Currently with French club St
Etienne the 25-year-old played
every minute ofhis country’sWorld
Cup finals campaign, as Ivory
Coast lost 2-1 to both Argentina
and the Netherlands before beat-
ingSerbiaand Montenegro3-2.

Zokora also missed just one of
the Elephants’ World Cup qualify-
ing games and helped them finish
second in this year's African
Nartions Cup.

He told the News of the World:
"It's done. I am a Tottenham player
now. The two clubs have reached an
agreementandlcan'twait

"In my mind I'm already a
Tottenham player. I've not spoken to
anyone from the club as my agent
has conducted all the talks, but [ am
happy.”

Zokora had also been linked with
Manchester United, Arsenal and
Chelsea, butfeelshe will getmore ofa
chance toplayaleadingatSpurs.

"Tottenham were the ones who
made it concrete and from the
moment I knew I would be a [irst-
team regular, I didn't think twice,"
added Zokora.

*1 chose Tottenham because they
are going places and I was assured [
would get plenty of chances to show
whatlcando,

"Tottenham proved to me that
they are improving as a team ancd
havetheambition togomuchhigher.
I wanted to join a Premiership club
and the chance to live in London was
anaddedattraction.”

Sven's mantra for success

= —._v,._

INTERNET, undated

England's footballers have been
given new orders by Sven-Goran
Eriksson in their quest to win the
Waorld Cup: drink your way to vic-
tory. However, the advice does not
refér to the beer that the team's
army of fans gathered in Stuttgart
were consuming in huge quantities
on Saturday night. [n a bid to beat
stifling heat, which even the
England manager admits may
derail David Beckham and his
teammates against
Ecuadoryesterday, Eriksson has told
his players to consume a5 much
liquid as possible around the clock
to help avoid dehydration leading to
fatigueand, ultimately, defear.

The players' new drinking
regime involves only fortifying, not
stupefying, substances - water and
energy-replenishing sports drinks.
Revealing England's attempt o
cope with temperatures predicted
to reach 35C degrees, Eriksson said:
"You have to try to prepare as good
as you can [for the hot weather]. OF

course drinking is extremely impor-
tant, butnot that you start one hour
before the game. You start today to
drink as much as you possibly can.
Go on tomorrow morning, when
they wake up start them drinking,
drinking, because we want to get as
much fluid as possibleinto thebody,
and you can’tdo thatin halfanhour,
to drink one or two litres of water
and some sports drinks. You have to
go on [drinking| and they know it's
going tobehor.™

The Swede - who described first
knockout round contest against
Ecuador as a 'life or death’ situation
- vited as evidence that the players
were heeding his advice the sight of
them all amiving at their training
session Saturday afternoon clutch-
ing bottles, and doing the same as
theyleftjustover anhourlater.

Eriksson let slip just how much
the unyielding sun over southern
Germany is making him fret over
England's chances when, asked if
theconditions are more likely to suit
their opponents, he replied
sombrely: "Maybe. Maybe." He also
disclosed that England players are
immersing themselves in baths of
ice after bath raining sessions and
matches in a bid to improve their
circulation and S0 reduce their

chances of getting cmp or suﬂ'&r-
inganinjury.

England want to avoid sufféring
a repeat of the painful lesson they
learned in their openinggame at the
World Cup, twoweeks ago against
Paraguay, Afterwards players cited
the sticky, unrelenting heat as the
reason for their customary second-
half decline, which almost let their
Group B opponents geta draw. That
was an afternoon kick-off. Whether
England could somehow stay fresh
enough o see off the sKilful
Ecuadoreans was one of the main
talking points among lhe side’s
supporters.

In the bars around the
Schlossplatz, Stuttgart's main
square, many of the several tens of
thousands of England fans who had
come for the maich were pursuing
their own heavy drinking policy.
Mostwere mingling merrily with the
thousands of Germans who were
noisily celebrafing their team dis-
missing Sweden 2-0, courtesyoftwo
early goals from striker Lukas
Podolski, to reach BIl':l_;l_'iﬁ;ml’ﬁlllll!;.
Asihe evening pro there was
some low-level violence between
the two sets of fans, with some
chair throwing. Riot palice kept the
two groups of fansupmﬂm

Carlos not worried
about subs role

REUTERS, Bergisch Gladbach

Brazil's Roberto Carlos said on
Saturdiay he was not warried about
the prospectof sitting on the bench,
savingitwasthe coach'sdecision.

The 33-year-old left back sat out
Thursday's 4-1 win over Japan and
saw his replacement Gilberto have
an excellent game, which included
scoring the third goal.

Gilberto appeared to have done
enough to have won a place in the

team at the expense of the Real
Madrid player, whose perfor-
mances against Croatia and
Australia were uninspiring.

"I've got long history of playing
for Brazil and I'm not going to start
worrying at this stage about
whetherI'm going to playornot,” he
toldreporters.

"I'm well, I'm really happy, and
I'm happy for Gilberto, not just for
the goal but for the opportunity he
had, He did hisjob really well."

*It's what martters least," he
added. "I'm part of a group of 23
players and it's the coach who
decides who plays and who doesn't.
I sat there nice and relaxed on the
bench."

Roberto Carlosremembered that
he also sat out Brazil's final group
stage game at the 2002 World Cup,
when they took on Casta Riea and ™
won 5-2 having already macle sure
afasecond roundplace.

He returned and was ever-
present in the knockout stages as
Brazil went on to win the title, He
has been a regular in the n;t:iumll
sideforoveradecade. £ it B

"The same thing has happened
o me before, in 2002," he Said. “1
respect the opinionsofthe coach.”

Roberto Carlos went into the
World Cup after a poor season with
Real Madrid and amid speculation’
that he could leave the Spanish club
before the start ofnextseason. .

Egld Germany fans clash

REUTERS, Stutigart

Riot police derained a group of
around 100 rowdy England soccer
fans in a square in the centre of
Stuttgart on Saturday after they had
clashed with German fans, throwing
bottles and chairs and trading
punches.

Tens of thousands of English and
German fans had gathered in the
aren, many drinking throughout the
day, o watch Germany's 2-0 second-
round World Cup win over Sweden
on big screen TVs. Trouble broke out
shorilyaftertheendofthe game.

England fans were in the city for

their country's second-round match
against Ecundor on Suncday.

Some 150 fans on both sides
threw bottles and chairs before riot
police moved into the area to sepa-
ratethem.

After an uneasy standoff and a
brief lull, the two sets of fans again
threw glass bottles at each other,
promptingtheriot police tomove the
German fansoutofthe area.

They then moved in to arrest the
Englishsupporters.

"Most of them will be arrested,
because it's like a theatre here, and if
we don't arrest them there'll be
trouble here all night,” Stuttgart
police spokesman Stefan Kielbach
toldreporters.

ke said the trouble had been
started by both sets of fans. Some
German supporters were also seen
being dragged away by riot police

while one German mian lelt the ares
with bloodon his face,

The English have along history of
soccer-related violence but there has
been little trouble in Germany so far,
with only a small number of arresis
for mostly drunken behaviour or
people trying to get into a Stadium
withoutaticket.

However 122 people were
detained in Stuttgart on Fridlay night
for drunken and aggressive behay-
fourand they are expected to be held
until the game or Sunelay has been
played. Under German law police
can demin individuals for threaten-
ing behaviour or if they suspect they
are likely o commit a erime and it
doesnotconstitutea full arest.

Earlier, Germany had beaten
Sweden in Munich to reach the

/quarter-finalsoftheWorld Cup.

PHOTO: AFP
BECKHAM SENT TO JAIL! An England fan, attired in a David Backham shirt, is hand-cuffed by the German pollce
afterscuffles between English and German fans in central Stuttgart on Saturday night.



