madrasa teachers and employees led

v Profl Abul
lul Haque at
inue their

all;hmmunity
r the banner

.employees, led by Prof
Iruque .'_Aﬁmed ,ul;blsegvyed z}
hunger strike at the Centra
Minar yesterday demand-
j et salary from govern-

of non-government high

mgm:mdlogmher

mnirplShaheed Minararound
10:00am where leaders blasted the
four-party alliance government for
ﬁlilh&égﬁ'ﬁ!humu ' follow-
ingp afessentials. ]
Meanwhile, Shikkhak
Karmachari Oikya Jote non-
governmenthighschool, college and

Selim Bhuiyan held a rally at
uktangon i the capital and sub-
mitted & memorandum to the prime
minister also demanding cent per
cent salary from government exche-
quer, & :

They also threaténed to go for
indefinite strike from July 6 if the
ﬁavemmem did not meet their

emands.

A fourteen-member team led by
Bhuiyan submitted the memoran-
dum to Harris Chowdhury, political

sxams deferred

the 10-day ultimatum to meet their
10-pointdemand.

Their demands include extend-
ing the retirement age of teachers to
65 years, intm(luclnﬁsmrice rulesfor
the employees and repealing the
provision of Managing Committeein
theinstitutions.

Underscoring the importance of
unity among the teachers, Bhuiyan
called upon all non-government
teachers and staffs to join the move-
ment if they truly wanted to see their
rightful demands realised.

CEC

FROM PAGE 1

that requires formation of a supreme

judicial council to remove him.
Talking to The Daily Star yester-

day, former adviser to the caretaker

government M Hafizuddin Khan.

said the CEC must quit now. "Iime

has came to form a supreme judicial .

council to remove him on grounds of
misconduct and inability to con-
tinueinthe post," hesaid.
Referring to Aziz's recent remarks
challengingthe jurists whosaid there
is no legal bar to visiting door to door
for updating the existing voter list,
Hafizuddin said "no mentally-
balanced person” canspeak this way.
PREPARINGTHEVOTERLIST
CEC Aziz said yesterday, "The voter
list will be ‘?mpumd in accordance
with the judgment of the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court and
the Electoral Rolls Ordinance, 1982
and the Electoral Rolls Rules, 1982. [
am going as per the laws and will not
gobeyond the laws."

Hesaid thereare three stepsinthe |

voter-listing job--preparation,
amendment and correction, and
revision. "We are now taking up the
procedure for amendment, correc-
tion and inclusion in the existing
voterlist," he said.

Meanwhile, the ECisyet tolaunch
its campaign for the month-long task
for preparing the voter list from July
1. The CECsaid itwill start soon.

When reporters requested the
CEC for talking to the press regu]ar(liv
ahead of the next election, Aziz said,
"Is it a factory that produces news
everyday?”

secretary to the prime minister, with

Hasina finally receives

FROMPAGE L
marked the end of the speculation if
she would aceept it as controversy

had been dog the credibility of
the urgmdlgﬁgg that gives the
award.

Thedecision o go to Kolkata was
taken at the last minute as she was
supposed to fly back to Dhaka from

New Delhiyesterday morning,
ies In availing a direct

i : Oz
o '

and go via Kolkata, Hasina's aides
had indlicated that she would make a
transit stopover at Netaji Subhash
Chandra Boge [nternational Airport
at Kolkata but she chose w enter the
l;l;a award and call on

Sources tor Flasina said the
visit 1o gt city gave her an
u::pp:'.-r,u.tl:'n‘{g'Igl Intemclt with }Ilygli
Basuias pari g er meetings with the
Wbt ezt cay vis

her five-day visit to
India, Eiﬁis'ﬂlg Hasina yesterday
suggested that relations between the
two countries are bound to improve
ifthereis rustandfriendship.
~"If there is must and friendship,
the bilateral relations are bound (o
improve,’ Egilm asserted before
reporterson the s!dgmﬁ-:!;l]jemmnl
givingcerernonyatthehot

Sl?e cited in the context that the
30-year Ganges Water Sharing Treaty
signed between India and
Bangladesh during her tenure as
prime minister and said the agree-
ment was worked out without any

city, receive
Jyoti Basu,

third partymediation.
MI Indias persistent.

concerns over Indian insurgents
operation from Bangladesh territory,
Hasina said, "terrorism is a global
phenomenon and Bangladesh is no
exception.”

She said she hersell had been
subjected to terror attack in her own
country, an obvious reference to the
August 2005 grenade attack on an
Awami Leaguerally in Dhaka.

ga question if her party,

ifvoted backto power innextgeneral |

elections, would concentrate on
further improving Bangladesh's
relations with India, Hasina said AL
would give importance toties with all
neighbouring countries. "It is our
principle,” she added.
Hasinasaid the first priority of AL,
if they retumed to power, would be
mmgg; tion in Bangladesh as

e notonly

B hec chunflbis
sr her country but the entire Sout
Asia,

The AL chief called on veteran
Marxist leader Iyoti Basu at his resi-
denceatSaltLake in Kolkata.

Referring to the 40-minute meet-
ing with Basu, she said a wide range
of Indo-Bangladesh relations came
up’ for ssion, including the
Gl;n ; psharingaccord,

“Hasing said she was thankful o

‘role in clinching the

accord and taking 'great interest’ in
jing relations between India

Basu thanked
¢ visiting his residence and
1S association with former

president and her father
it Rahman and his
g in the liberation of

o VLf
o recalled his visit (o
id his ancestral home
sthe prime minister
about the house and
18 mainmined. He
b Fover the attack on
Hasina ¢ August rally in Dhaka
and said, "This sort of iYm:idenr is
o m&exprme" « her fear that th
k ; erfear that the
alliance govermment in Bangladesh
would resort to malpractices in the
nextgeneralelections.

"I am aflraid BNP government

_would againresort tomalpracticesin

the elections in my country to hold
on topower,"shetold reporters.

Hasina expressed her confidence
that AL would regain power if the
election is allowed to be held in a free
and fairmanner.

This was the first time during her
current tour of India that Hasina
chose to talk to the media and men-
tioned about the coming elections in
Hangladesh.

R

Hasinachose notto talkwith journal-
ists on her arrival at Zia International
Airport last afternoon but her politi-
cal secretary Saber Hossain
Chowdhury rebutted reports of
controversy  involving the Kolkata
award.

Saber said the AL never said that
Hasina would not receive the award,
aurstalfcorrespondent reports.

"She (Hasina) could nat go to
Kolkata on June 24 to receive the
award as she had meetings with
Vajpayee and IK Gujral in New
Delhi," hesaid.

It was reported in the media that
Hasina had declined to join the
award- giving ceremony as questions
arose in the Indian foreign ministry
over the credibility of the organisa-
tion.

Saber, however, said it was a

registered organisation of the Indian

government and there were no
controversies over the reputation of
theorganisation.

"As meeting schedules with a
number of Indian leaders were
changed, she could not go to Kolkata
o recelve the award," Saber said,
adding that the chiefof the organisa-
tion handed over the award at [GT
Sonar Bangla Hotel in Kolkata at
11:00amyesterday.

Asked whether Hasina's visit was
a "political pilgrimage” as inter-
preted by some in the ruling coalition
government, Saber said those politi-
cianswho interpreted things like that
visit foreign countries for political
gains.

Hasina held series of meeting
with Indian political [eaders includ-
ing India Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, Congress chief Sonia Gandhi,
former prime ministers Atal Bibari
Vajpayee, IK Gujral, Leader of the
Opposition LK Advaniand Jyoti Basu
during herfive-dayvisit.

Hundreds of party workers
thronged the airport to welcome the
AL chief home. A number of senior
leaders including Zillur Rahman,
Syeda Sajeda wawdhury. Abdur
Razzak, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim,
Motia Chowdhury, Mohammad
Nasim, Farook Khan, Abdur Razzak
and Tanjim Ahmed Sohel 'Taj were

resent at the VIP lounge to greet
{asina.

“ Allocation
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state minister for religious affairs
saidin parliament yesterday.

"Allocation for the mosque-
hased mass education programme,
which was Tk 94 crore in the third
phase, was increased to Tk 216
crore in the fourth phase," State
Minister for Religious Affairs
Mosharraf Hossain Shajahan told
the House.

Replying to a quéery of a Jamaat-
e-Islamilawmaker, the state minis-
ter said in a written answer that the
government hasno plan to stop the
mosque based-education
progrumme.

This programme was launched in
18,767 mosques under 479 upazilas
in addition to 12,000 centres across
the country, thestate ministersaid.

The government has also
planned to launch mosque-based
Quran teaching programme in
12,000 mosques from July 1, 2006, he
added.

P

Akbar
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College and Hospital in Gulshan
around 8:35pm yesterday and the
doctors declared him dead at9:40pm.

He was the second minister of the
BNP-led alliance government to pass
away within a span of little over a
week after the death of Women and
Children Affairs Minister Khurshid
Juhan Haque, also Prime Minister
KhaledaZia'seldestsister,

Akbar left behind his wife, four
sons, a host of relatives, [friends,
colleagues and well wishers to mourn
hisdeath.

Born on December 2, 1941 at
Kashari Patty in Comilla town, Akbar
joined the army at Kakul Military
Academy in tan on May 8, 1966
and was commissioned to join the31
Baluchi ent. He received his BA
from Dhaka University in 1969,

He joined the Liberation War in
1971 first under Khaled Musharraf
and then with the 'Z’ force headed by
late president Ziaur Rahman. For his
heroic role in the War of
Independence, he was awarded the
title af Bir Protik.

After the independence, he took
voluntary retirement from the
Bangladesh Army on December 31,
1974, He then got actively involved
with politics and joined the United
People's Party (UPP) on January 1,
%}Elgg He was the vice-president of

In 1977, when UPP merged with
Ziaur Rahman's [atiyatabadi Front, Lt
Col Akbar actively joined in the for-
mation of BNE He was first made
specialsecretaryand then he held the
po.‘iidonuflnimsem:a?rgenem[und
was one of the vice- presidents of BNP
till his death. He was also the con-
vener of Comilla district unit of BNP
tillhisdeath.

. He was made Minister for
Petroleum and Mineral Resources in
Ziaur Rahman government's cabinet
in1978.

Late Akbar was first elected MP
from Comilla-8 constituency in the
Gth Jatiya Sangsad election in 1979,
Then he was elected MP from the
sameseatin 1991, 1996and 2001,

He was appointed Minister for
Environment and Forest in October
1993, during the first tenure of
Khaleda Zia'sgovernment,

He was made Minister for
Shipping on October 10, 2001 when
the BNP-led 4- alliance won the
8th Jatiya Sangsad election with a
two-third majority and Khaleda Zia
became the third ime prime minister
of Bangladesh.

In his long political career, late
Akbar actively participated in the
anti-autocracy movement and in all
democratic movements. He was a
devoted politician and popular pro-
poor leaderin his district.

Reeeiving the sudden death news
of her cabinet colleague, Prime
Minister KhaledaZiarushed toseehis
body at his Gulshan residence. She
stayed there for some time consoling
his Eef-auickun familymembers.

rlier, on hearing the news of his
death, @ number of ministers, MPs,
party leaders and well-wishers

Mannan Bhuiyan, Health Minister Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain,
Environment Minister Tariqul Islam
and other ministers and leaders
visited the haspital and the residence
of LtCol Akbar.
CONDOLENCEMESSAGES

Acting President Jamiruddin Sircar
expressed profound shock at the
sudden death of Shipping Minister Lt
Col Akbar Hossain. In a condolence
message yesterday, he recalled the
contributions of late Akbar to the
country's independence, its rebuild-
ingan democruc?r.

“The nation has lost a valiant
freedom fighter and politician at his
tS!;:alh." the ac‘:ir:ig prcsid::n:h snix:d.

rear expressed deep sympathy for
the bereaved familypmmﬁcts and
pm{ud for salvation of the departed
5011

In a message of condolence,
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
expressed deep shock at the death of
Lt Col Akbar Hossain. She recalled
Akbar's contribution in the War of
Independence and said the country
lost a patriotic politician and an
efficientminister in his death.

She said the nation will remember
withrespect lateAkbar'srolein demo-
cratic movements and his contribu-
tions to nationalist politics. BNP losta
devoted leader in his death, she
added.

Khaleda Zia prayed for the eternal
peace of the departed soul and con-
veyed sympathy to the members of
thebereaved family.

FUNEREAL

BNP sources said his first namaj-
e- janaza will be held in front of the
BNP central office at Naya Paltan at
I1:00amtoday, the second janazawill
beat thesouth plaza ofJatiya SmiFsad
atabout 12:00 noon and the third will
beatComillaEidgah at3:00pm today:

As a veteran freedom fighter, he
will be given a guard of honour and
thenational fagwill coverhis coffin.

“He will be laid to rest at Sharifpur
in Laksam at 5:00pmitoday.

Donors doubt
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ke said the donors expressed satis-
fuction over the government's per-
formance in implementing the
action plans.

DFID country director David
Wood welcomed the progress status.

"[ think it's very Important to
maintain the momentum. We have
seen that a momentum has started
now. We have seen the mechanisms
put in place by the government for
monitoring and for dealing with
sameofthe difficultissues,” he said.

The donor community however
expressed frustration over the slow
pace of implementation of civil
service refonm.

The government clarified that
civil service reform is a lengthy pro-
cess but the establishment m nﬂtry
already undertook several initiatives
inelu merit based promotions
and postings, and pay incentives for
employees.

he government also informed
the donors thai it had introduced a
PRS Harmonisation and Action Plan
Cell in the ERD early this month for
betterimplementation of the PRSP

The meeting was participated by
representatives from theWorld Bank,
Asian Development Bank, USAID,
DFID, and UNDFE, and government
representatives from Japan, the
Netherlands, and Norway.

N
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charge, The government should
make itsdecision clear whether the
presidentwillcontinue ornot."

"Speaker Jamiruddin had
undergone bypass surgery twice,
but he can perform as the acting
president. Then why President
Injuddin cannot discharge his
duties after similar surgery," Nasim
questioned saying that in parlia-
mentary system of government the
president is the head of the state
but he has nothing to do except
signinga few files.

In reply, the health minister said
the president has not taken charge
as the medical board suggested
him rest for another 15 days.
Besides, he has developed some
complications due to old age.

"But many people have tried to
cook up controversies over the
president's illness. Many of them
have misinterpreted that the coun-
try has two presidents. But it is not
true -- there is only one president
and the Speaker is the acting presi-
dent,” Mosharrafsaid.

Later, participating in the dis-
cussion on proposed budget for

e

EWS

AL wants JS body

FY07, AL lawmaker Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim asked why president
Iajuddin's car did not bear the
president's flag when he was
returning to Bangabhaban.

Taking floor on a point of order,
BNP lawmaker Syed Moazzem
Hossain demanded formation of a
parliamentary body to make public
all information regarding the India
visitofthe leaderofthe opposition.

Acting Speaker Akhtar Hamid
Siddiqui however did not say any-
thingabout the demands of ALand
BNP lawmakers for parlinmentary
bodies.

Meanwhile, lawmaker Abu
Hena, who was expelled from BNP
in November lastyear for his stance
against patronage of militancy by
the ruling party leaders, for the first
timejoined the session,

Although Speaker Jamiruddin
Sircar on the day he was expelled
from BNP said "Abu Hena has
become an independent law-
maker,” Hena yesterday took his
seat in the treasury bench.
Independent lawmakers usually sit
intherowoftheopposition bench.
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areasyesterday'atany cost'.

Sixteen Nabuwat activists led by
its Amir Noor Hossain Nurani and
Secretary General Abdul Alim
Nizami took out a procession from
Jomiate Sahaba Madrasa at sector-
9 in Uttara at6:00am to start picket-
ingatAbdullahpur.

As ahuge number of police were
posted at different points there,
they marched towards Tongi,
chanting anti-Ahmadiyya and
hartalslogans.

But later taking a U-turn at
Station Road, the procession
headed back for Uttara.

When they reached Tongi
bridge, the entry point to the capi-
tal through Uttara, police in riot
gear charged batons to disperse
them, leaving several of them,
including Nurani, wounded.

After all of his activists fled the
scene, Nurani kept shouting and
hurling abusive words at police for
attacking him despite learning
about his identity as chief of the
organisation.

As he had one finger of his left
hand cut, police rushed him to
Bangladesh Medical College

' I! Flospital and arranged his treat-

mernit.

The Nabuwat activists, however,
did not atempt to take to street
laterin the day,

Talking to The Daily Star, Nurani

Bigots driven out

said hundreds of their activists
would join picketing to make
today's hartala success.

Nurani also alleged that four
policemen assaulted him and
demanded closing them by today
and departmental action against
them by Wednesday.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP), meantime, said they would
not let the zealots hamper public
life.

ZIASIEGE

The religious bigots declared to lay
a siege to the Zia International
Airport next Thursday as next
course of action to realise their
three-point demand including
passage of a law during the current
parliament session 'to uphold the
dignity’ of last prophet Hazrat
Mohammad (pbuh) and setting up
'Khatme Nabuwat Foundation'.

Nabuwat chief Nurani threat-
ened that they would fight and
“sacrifice as many lives as needed”
ifpolice try to foil the programme,

"We'll cancel the programme if
only the prime minister agrees to
meet our demand and requests us
to withdraw the programme,”
Nurani suid adding that they won't

“pay heed to anyone else in this

matter, be it BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan or Harris
Chowdhuryor the prime minister's
son Tarique Rahman or Motiur
Rahman Nizami.
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reforms in the state generally and
more specifically in government
institutions, and in the process and
mechanismofgovernance.

Mahmudur Rahman noted that
although Bangladesh has been
suffering from poor governance, its
economic indicators have been
going up. He presented details of
growth in GDE exports and in the
industrial sectorin Bangladeshinthe
last fewyears,

Rahman pointed out thatasignif-
icantamountof foreign directinvest-
ments(FDI) came to Bangladesh and
the (otal amount in the current year
willtouch onebillion dollars mark for
thefirsttimeinthe country’shistory.

According to him Bangladesh
experienced an economic miracle in
spite ofwenkness in governance, The
social sector in the country has also
gone through massive changes, he
pointed out.

Mahmudur Rahman as usual
criticised the media saying that it
playsa negative role by not reporting
the actual situation of the country's
economic development.

Mohiudin Khan Alamgir noted
that prices of essentials have been
rising because of the government's
inability to cope with increasing
demand. Giving an estimate he
noted that corruption transfers at
least Tk 48000 crore every year from
productive and hardworking people
to non-productive extortionists
working inside the government and
underits protection.

He said the government's inabil-
| ity to drawup projects with long term
perspective and in line with the
requirements of inter-sectoral coor-
dination, coupled with corruption in
the process of implementation are
depriving the country of expected
return from investments. Poor gov-
ernance is also discouraging private
investment, headded.

MCCI President Latifur Rahman
sald the business people have been
suffering from the anarchic political
system like calling of hartals and
slege programimes. He said although
the palitical parties thank the people
for observing such programmes the
actual truthis far from that.

He noted that the political parties
lack democratic practices and the
country has been suffering due to
politicisation of government institu-
tions.

He regretted the media bashing
by some politicians and said when-
ever someone joins a government
institution he must be scrutinised by
the media. "We have faith in

Bangladesh and think it has a great

Economy not doing

potential and we also think that we
can bring some changes in the soci-
ety,” Rahman said.

According to former secretary
Shah Abdul Hannan, political cor-
ruption is the biggest challenge for
Bangladesh. "Political corruption
generates corruption everywhere,"
hesaid.

Describing his bitter experience
while he was the chairman of the
Mational Board of Revenue, Hannan
said, "I had to tender my resignation
after tremendous pressure from
political leaders for notallowing duty
reduction fora particular company:"
He also noted that Bangladesh has
serious problems in governance as
nothingisfunctioning properly.

“If political corruption is not
corrected the country cannot move
forward," he said.

Two working sessions of the
seminar will be held today at the
same place on the topics of 'role of
citizens in addressing corruption’
and 'policyreformsin government to
business relations:looking ahead'.

Top business leaders, and politi-
cal leaders from both ruling and
opposition sides will participate in
the discussion.

Workers' unrest
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authorities to resume operations of
one of YG's units, Savar Sportswear
Ltd (SSL), as promised. On June 17,
the authorities informed the workers
that SSL would resume operation on
June24. .

Around 2,500 workers of the unit
showed up to work yesterday and
burst into protest seeing indefinite~
closure-notice of SSL at the main
entrance of the factory.

Workers allege that SSL has been
closed sine die as ithas highest nums-
ber of factory representatives to
Workers Representative Welfare
Committee (WRWC) and WRWC is
believed to have led the last workers'
agitationin DEPZ.

"If authorities delay to reopen all
units, situation may turn violent any
moment. The [ast movement was to
establish our rights and we cannot
join work knowing that some of our
co-workers' job status unsettled,”
said Shimu, aworkerofthe factory.

The YG in a press release yester-
day stated that the group was forced
to closeits operationssine die yester-
day because 'agitators’ have been
*..instigating and threatening man-
agement and workers... counselors
were notallowed to enter production
floors...” The group hopes to resume
soon,"..butthisiscontingentupona
safe and peacefulenvironment...”.

L

Shazneen case
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stantial evidences indicate that the
accused maintained a three-part
division of labour in committing
the crime of raping and killing the
victim.

The accused Shahid, Minu,
Parvin and Humayun (who died
during the trial) committed the
crime from inside Shazneen's
room, Badal and Shaniram assisted
them by being beside her room
while the prime accused Engineer
Hasan planned the executionofthe
crime from outside the house, the
prosecution said.

Deputy Attorney General (DAG)
ABM Waliur Rahman Khan yester-
day in his argument before the
High Court (HC) Death Reference
Bench said on April 1, 1998 Hasan
tried to grope Shazneen in a bath-
room. He said Hasan also met 15-
yearold Shazneen about four to
five hours before the murder.
Seeing Hasan, angry Shazneen
then shouted at him saying how he
dared to stand in front of her and
threatened to arrange for his pun-
ishment by complaining to her
parents about his lewd behaviour
with her, said the DAG. He said the
information came from the state-
ments made by Shazneen's two
sisters before the trial court. He
also said there was only one motive
behind thekilling, Hasan plotted to
kill Shazneen to take :e\ren?l:.

The DAG argued that the High
Court can uphold the verdict of the
trial court under section 32 (1) of
the Evidence Act based on
Shazneen's allegation against
Hasan that was mentioned in the
statements of her two sisters
Shahzreh Haq Shehzi and Simin
Hossain.

Yesterday's hearing on the trial
court's verdict at the HC Death
Reference Bench comprising
Justice Ali Asgar Khan and Justice
Emdadul Haque will continue
today.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman,
Kuungesl daughter of a leading

usinessman Latifur Rahman, also
a class IX student of Scholastica,
was raped and killed at their
Gulshan residence on April 23,
19498,

Latifur Rahman filed a case with
Gulshan police station on the night
of the murder and the police filed
another case during investigation
under the Women and Children
Repression Prevention Act.

The prosecution yesterday also
said witnesses' accounts confirm
that neither Shazneen nor any of
her family members had any prior
conflictwith the accused.

The Second Special Tribunal for
Prevention ofWomen and Children
Repression, Dhaka on September
2, 2003 convicted Hasan, his assis-
tant Badal, a domestic help

L S pdditm alins Shahid, car
51:LMMm Mandal an

ousemaids Estema Khatun Minu
and Parvin for the murder of
Shazneen and sentenced them to
death by hanging. -

Additional Attorney General
Razzak Khan, Deputy Attorney
General ABM Waliur Rahman
Khan, Assistant Attorney General
Zinat Akhter Nazli Begum, and
advoeates Nazmul Haq and Sahara
Parvin represented the state during
the argument, advocates Mujibur
Rahman, Abdus Sobhan, Barrister
Masudur Rahman, AS Abdul
Mabin Anisul Fiuq and Farida Khan
assisted the prosecution.

Advocates Khandokar Mahbub
Hossain, Anisul Haq and
Mosharraf Hossain Kajol repre-
sented the defendants.

Hero laid

FROMPAGE 16

Earlier, Matiur Rahman's Namaz-
e-janaza and a special prayer for
him were held at the National
Parade Square at 10:00am. Acting
President Jamiruddin Sircar, Prime
Minister Kheleda Zia and senior
ministers were present.

The coffin was kept there for
sometime for people to pay hom-
age to the martyr. However, many
people could not make it to the
National Parade Square due to too
muchsecurity there,

The remains of Matiur Rhaman
were flown to Dhaka from the
Masroor airbase of Pakistan on
Sunday night as a mark of paying
himthe highest honour.

Jamaat
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Rahman as a traitor and moHinﬁ
ilot Rashid Minhas as a "shaheed
martyr], Noor said.

Jamaat lawmakers, who were
Ilresent in parliament when Noor
aunched the broadside on a point
of order against the ruling coalition
Elﬂrl.y for its role during tha

iberation War in 1971, did not
protest the elaim.

On August 20, 1971, Blight
Lieutenant Matiur Rahman piloted
a 1-33 trainer aireraft from chi
of Pakistan towards India in an
attempt to desert the Pakistan Air
Force and join the Liberation War of
Bangladesh. Matiur could not
complete his desired mission as the
plane crashed during a seuffling
with his co-pilot who tried to pre-
venthim.

The valiant war hero was later
honoured with the Bir Sreshtho
gallantry award for his supreme
sacrifice for the motherland.

Noor criticised Jamaat ministers
for not attending the programme
arranged Jfor the arrival of the
remains of Birsreshtho Matiur
Rahman in Dhaka from Pakistan on
Saturday.

Jamaat-e-Islami, a partner of
thealliance government, has notyet
apologised for o posing the coun-
try's independence,” he said,
demanding trials of the war crimi-
nals.

Later, State Minister for
Liberation War Affairs Prof Rezaul
Karim in a statement informed the
House of bringing back the remains
ofMatiur and his funeral.

| construction razing over 200 E;m:s
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lawmaker Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu
yesterday.

The lawmaker along with a huge
number of his activists appeared
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's (CMM) Court at about
12:30pm and filed the case accusing
the daily's editor Matiur Rahman
and publisher Mahfuz Anam of
publishing defamatory stories in
the daily at different dates.

After the hearing, Metropolitan
Magistrate Mohammad Mizanur
Rahman recorded statement, took
the complaint into cognisance and
issued thesummons.

In his complaint, Pintu men-
tioned that the daily published a
news item titled "Agitation in the
Leather Technology College at
Hazaribagh, local lawmaker Pintu
took police to the college and beat
thestudents" on June 12,

On June 14, the da‘gr published
another news headlined "'Pintu has
a project of Tk 1 crore for a road

of the Azimpur Graveyard but
Dhaka City Corporation knows
nothing'’.

The next day the daily run the
news titled ' Mayor's stay order on a
road construction ol Azimpur
Graveyard," the complainant
added.

These news stories were false
and intended to undermine him
politically and soeially, Pintu said.
CASE AGAINST THE DAILY
JANAKANTHA
Pintu filed another defamation case
with the same court accusing the
editor, publisher, advisory editor
and executive editor of the Daily
Janakantha.

ThE cuurtissued SUIMIMons upon
Atig Ullah Khan Masud, Toab Khan
and Borhan Ahmad to appear

RU appoints

FROM PAGE 16

The syndicate, the highest deci-
sion-making body of the university,
approved the appointments at a
meetingon June 22,

Many senior teachers and lead-
ers of student organisations of RU
demanded cancellation of the
recruitment termingit "illegal” and
"unprecedented” in the history of
the university.

Law department sources said
against six postsinthe department,
the university authorities recruited
three in 2004 and four more last
yearon an ad hoe basis.

Salma Akhter Khanam, daugh-
ter of former RU press manager
Abul Kashem, Morshedul [slam,
sonof political science teacher Prof
Nazrul Islam, and Shibir leader
Abdur Rahim Mia Sagar were
appointed in 2004. Jubaida
Sultana, Abdul Alim, Julfigar

+ Ahmed and Shibir leader Shahal

L. Later, the ur
ublished circulars in newspapers
orappointingpermanent teachers

in thedepartment.

The seven ad hoc recruits
appeared before the university
selection board headed by RU Vice-
Chanecellor (VC) Prof Altaf Hossaln
foraninterview on May 8.

The selection board also com-
prised Jamaat leader Tasnim Alam
and BNP leader Abdul Hai as "sub-
jectexperts", sources said.

The board finally selected six
candidates except Shibir leader
Shahal Uddin as he could not
impress the board.

Rammna Kali Mandir
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Water Resources advocate Goutam
Chakraborty, former ministers
Nitai Roy Chowdhury and
Goyeshwar Chandra Roy have been
hatchinq}plms to embezzle govern-
ment allocation and devotees'
donations through shifting the
temple and the sanctuary to a
nearby location.

Prof Dr Lolit Mohon Nath and
advocate Subroto Chowdhury,
gﬂesldenl and qeneml secretary of

ja Udjapan Parishad, urged the
Hindus and all pmfmssive owers
to be united against their "evil
motive'.

Nath and Chowdhury articu-
lated their views in a []omt state-
ment yesterday protesting the June
23 press conference of Goyeshwar
and Goutam Chakraborty at
Ramna Kali Mandir in Suhrawardy
Udyan in the city, where the latter
said the government has taken up
initiatives to rebuild the temple
VErysoon.

At the June 23 press conference,
Goyeshwar Chandra had said 'a
section’ could not aceept the gov-
ermment's decision to rebuild the
historic Ramna Kali Mandir think-
ingit'their palitical defeat’.

He had also said that the 'sec-
tion' was spreading false news by
telling some foreign media that the
government is trying to shift the
temple from its original location.

Goyeshwar had termed the

resent location of the temple as
temporary', saying that the Awami
League government had grabbed
the originallocation.

Accusing Goyeshwar of 'lying to
remlc', Puja Udjapan Parishad
eaders claimed that the present
location is the actual location of the
temple and the sanctuary.

Moni Swapan
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"I talked to the prime minister's
Political Secretary Harris
Chowdhury and explained every-
thing, He assured me of takin
positive measures in this regard,
Dewan told the BEC Bangla Service
yesterday.

On his decision to resign from
the ministry, Dewan said, "As [ was
not able to work with prestige [in
theministryl,Itook the decision.”

On Harris' assurance, he said,
"Letusseewhathappens.”

A mumour of his resignation
spread as Dewan at a monthly
meeting yesterday morning
thanked the officials for their coop-
eration over the last four and a half
years in running the ministry,

sayingitwashislast meeting.

MP Pintu sues

R

£ laglld
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beforeiton July 13. Bl TR

In the complaint, Pintu men-
tioned that the daily %}3[!3[:9@1 a
news story titled 'Pintuwhas a record
as an encroacher' on June 18 that
was [alse, baseless and fabric
and intended to undermine hin
politicallyand socially. 0

Advocates Sanaullah Miah and
Masud Ahmed Talukder appenrtd
on behalfofthe complainant.
CASEAGAINSTWARD 3
COMMISSIONER
Meanwhile, Asha Enterprise, the
company carrying out the road con-
struction through the Azimpur
Graveyard, filed a case with the
Lalbagh Police Station on Saturday
against a local ward commissioner
andareporterofdaily ProthomAlo for
leading a mob to demolish the strue-
turesmade forbuildingthe road.

The accused are commissioner
of Ward 62 Mir Ashraf Ali Azam and
Prothom Alo reporter Shatadal
Sarker, Lalbagh policesaid, -

Burnt oil tanker
FROM PAGE 1 '
outer anchorage of Chittagongport
yesterday.

The 138-metre long tanker,
procured about 25 years ago at a
costof Tk50 crore, is now waiting to
be declared a scrap vessel, sources

said.

BSC is likely to hold a hoard
meeting in Dhaka today to deeideif
the damaged vessel should be
salvaged and sold as scrap that
would bring the authority only Tk
15 crore, sald sources concerned,

Meanwhile, two members of the
crew on board during the fire
remained mtssmgtﬂlyestﬂ'day'rm
were identified as Deck Cadet S
Jalal Mehedi and carpenter Nurul
Islam, sourcessaid.

Members of the joint prohe com-
mittee of Mercantile Marine
Department and Chittagong Port
Authority and those of the other
D Feo Ao ceryea
visited the o r ;

Concerned snumy?s believe that
the worn out condition caused by
poor maintenance might have
caused the oil tanker to catch fire on
Saturday.

The sources, to stﬂ:port their
allegation, referred to oil spill by the
same oil tanker over a large area of
the portchannel onAugust27, 2004,

Spillage of around S000 of
crude oil from the vessel also caused
huge water pollution as well as dam-
age totheaquaticlife there.

Alter the spillage incident, a two-
member committée headed by
Assistant Flarbour Master Captain
Faridul Alam of Chittagong Port
Authority in its investigation found
that the hydraulic of both
ballast and cargo lines of the vessel
and the Mimic diagram scale (that
irrdlcgn:s if tl{;je }'nlvps were open and
closedlweredefec by 17 *1}

“The probe :co%in&#:g’qjﬁﬁﬂ;;-
out poor maintenance 48 wellisthe ™
ncgll?gunce of the master, chisf engi-
neer ancd the chief officer of the oil
tanker as the reasons ofthe oil spill.

Unfortunately, measures for
immediate repair and proper main-
tenance of the oil r weré not
taken as per the recommendation of
the probe committee, alleged the

S0Urces,

Twin German

FROM PAGE 1 .
confidence of the unassumin
Eoungstcr who has just joine
ayern Munich from relegated
Cologne and he promptly scored
twice in the opening 12 minutes to
knock Sweden to the canvas in the
s m{i Iski says the strikin i

Podolski says the striki eri-
ence of Klinsmann, who hclglgmead
Germany to Wosld Cup gglnry.' at
Argentina’s expense in 1990, has
boosted his game. ;

"The coach wants us to put the
pressure on from the first minute
and that's what we've been doing.
That's what we did against the
Swedes.

"But we have to keep our feet on
the ground. Argentina are one of the
favourites and have Stl.'l:ﬂelb players,
butlthinkwe canma them,'ghey
willbe a big testforus. But, I'prefer to
play againststrong teams!"

Eicrhaﬂ' on Sunday encouraged
the German stars to thinkaboutone
day rounding out their experience
with a spell in a foreign league, as
skipper Michel Ballack is oni the
pointofdoingwith Chelsea.

But Podolski said that was too far
ahead for him ashe first seeks to put
aWorld Cupwinon hisCV.

"No, my first goal is to establish
mysell at B::}rem Munich," he told
reporters, adding he would spend
free time through to Manday eve-
ning at home in Cologne and deal
with increasing fan mail from
Poland as wellas |3rmn.l'|3':l

Bierhoff, who scored the winner
at the Euro 96 final in England for
Die Mannschaft, meanwhile paid
tribute to Klose, playing in-his sec-
and World Cup, saylnghewaa prov-
ingafinefoil for Podeolski.

"He has had a great season -- his
switch to Werder Bremen was very
important for him. His aggression
and dynamism has been world
class."

As Germany's twin terrors bid to
maintain their productive partner-
ship, Crespo said he was pleased to
have been awarded the opening
r\r[femiue goal which cancelled out
Rafa Marquez'sopener for Mexico.

It appeared Jared Borgetti had
nodded under pressuré from
Crespo into his own net but FIEA
decided that the munh-v!mde he lled
striker, who picked ngla.l;m%:iﬂl

with Che

Premiership medalt
last season, had gok

"I did get a nitand 'm
claiming it. I thi it looks

claiming a 32nd
which leaves him t§
Maradona. e A 0

Gabriel Batistuta, the man who
left Crespo in the shadows for two
Waorld Cups, s the all-time top
scorer for Mﬁ&t{ljﬁﬂﬂ\lﬁd‘lﬁ&

On Maxi Rodriguez's s
knockout bluﬁ am
Mexicans, Crespo said admiringly:
"“That was a quite simply a fantastic
goal from Max."



