to any operator

inight to 3@ am.

CEC) M.&Anlz yesterday brushed

aside the question of his resigna-
tion 011 grounds of triggering con-
sy over the preparation of the
st and apprehension about
holdingthe uﬂtel:ctlon ontime.

"There is no fear in our mind
about holding the next election on
time ‘as no adverse situation pre-
vails," he told reporters athis office.

He, however, still remained rigid
on his controversial decision not to
visit door to door for updating the
existingvoter list.

The CEC has been claiming that
it is not possible to visit door to
door for preparing the voter list
since the Supreme Court did not so
ordain, but the Election
Commission (EC) Secretariat
- yesterday dﬂnleﬂ having made the
remark.

"Itis not true that the judgment
of the Appellate Division barred
visiting door to door [for preparing
the voter list],” the EC Secretariat
said in a press release issued upon
consulting with the CEC.

“In daccordance with the verdict,
the EC has initiated the procedure
for amendment and deletion of
names in the voter list following
“sub ons (3) and (4) of rule 20 of
the Electoral Rolls Rules, 1982,
taking the existing electoral roll
into mn.sidlzmiiun. Besides, any-
one can apply in form-7 for inclu-
sion ofhis name in the voterlist," it
Gl

Thqfsub-mctions ask people to
come to the district and upazila
electic fﬁngfur inclusion, cor-
mﬂtitﬂq and endment of names

would require a dead person to.
apply for deleting theirname.

£
1

Besides the opposition political

parties and electoral experts, a
number of senior leaders of ruling
BNP also expressed dissatisfaction
over the GEC's step for preparing
the voterlist.

CEC'S RESIGNATION

Declining to make any comment
on his resignation, the CEC said

oy

a.sldng himwhether he will resigniis
not decent. "It is an unlicensed
question. 1 could not ask anybody
suchaquestion,” he said.

Asked what if the government
removes the "umbrella® over his
head, Aziz said, "Then rain and sun
will touchmy body."

Asked if the president can
remove him, he referred to the law

SEE PAGE 15 €OL 2
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AL wants JS body
to probe problems

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition Awami
League (AL) lawmakers yesterday
in the Jatiya Sangsad questioned
the present state of the presidency
and demanded formation of a
parliamentary body to look into
what problems President Iajuddin
Ahmed is facing in taking his office
again.

Inaquick response to the oppo-
sition lawmakers' criticism, Health
and Family Welfare Minister Dr
Khandakar Mosharraf Hossain said
the president is taking rest on
physicians' advice and the Speaker
is performing as the acting presi-
dent as per constitutional provi-

sion.

"There i¢ nothing ambiguous
and confusing about the status of
presidency and there is only one
president in the country," said
Mosharraf, also ruling BNP's
standing committee member. But
he did not say anything about the
demand for forming the parlia-
mentary body.

Earlier, AL lawmaker
Mohammad Nasim on a point of
order said TK 60 lakh wis spent
from the public exchequer for the
president's treatment in
Singapore. "He has returned from
Singapore after recovering fromhis
illness but he is not taking the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Hasina finally receives

Kolkata award

Saber Chy speaks highly of the
organisation on return at ZIA

STAR REPORT

Awami League (AL) chief Sheikh
Hasina returned home yesterday
after receiving the Mother Teresa
Lifetime Achievement Award for
2005 at a simple function at a hotel
in Kolkata, setting aside all specu-
lations.

She also metformer chief minis-
ter of West Bengal Jyoti Basu during
her brief stopover at Kolkata,
reports our New Delhi correspon-
dent,

‘The award, instituted by All
India Minorities and Weaker

Section, was given to Hasina for
her contribution in the field of
governance, politics and social
work.

Accepting the award, she said

she felt honoured' receiving the

award named after Nobel Laureate
Mother Teresa,

"[ think human values should
be viewed from a greater perspec-
tive and I welcome this initiative
of the organisers of the function
who gave me this honour," Hasina
said.

Hasina's accepting the award
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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Germany's youthful artack dogs
Lukas Podolski and Miroslav Klose
are on the loose with seven goals
between them in a yo team
which has rapidly blossomed in
reaching thelasteight.

In contrast to Juergen
Klinsmann's fresh-faced young
guns, who are both Polish-born,
quarterfinal rivals Argentina are
looking to wily veteran Hernan
Crespo, who is determined to take
the albiceleste through to a semi-
final on the eve of his 31st birthday
onjJulys.

German assistant coach Oliver
Bierhoff says the Germans are

firing on all cylinders, with "gold-i"

Poldi" Podblski having found the
netthree times and Klose going one
better.

"Miroslav and Podolski have a
bumningappetite towin. Podolskiis
avery clever and gifted player. Now
he is. drawing his reward,” said

Ecuadorean forward Carlos Tenorio, leff, tries to shoot at the England net as English dafenderAi il .
to block the shot during theirWorld Cup football match at Stuttgart yesterday. England won th__ematch"f' ul

Bicrhoﬂ' of the 21-year-old who
looked uncomfortable at the start
of the tournament before suddenly
exploding.

Klose netted twice in the open-
ing match against Custa Rica and

'bel'urePodulﬁkihmh:,,' sduckwith
the third goal agalnn; the Somh
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‘HSC exams deferred as
teachers stop work

Pry teachers continue their agitation

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Government college teachers
yesterday refrained from work
across the country forcing the
Dhaka Education Board to defer all
scheduled Higher Secondary.
Certificate (HSC) examinations.
Meanwhile, the government
primary schools and community
primary schools across the country
remained closed as primary teach-
ers are observing indefinite strike
at their work place and hunger
strike until deathinthe capital.
HSC exams of Accounting sec-
ond paper, Geography second
paper and Handicrafts second
paper under Dhaka Education

Boardwere deferred to July 1.

Dhaka Education Board how-
ever in a press release said the
exams were deferred due to
unavoidable circumstances,

Under the banner 'BCS General
Education Association', teachers of
government colleges, teachers'
training colleges and Alia madrasas
boycotted classes yesterday
demanding making no amend-
ment to the Absorption Rules 2000,
ensuring regular promotions,
ensuring earned leave and creating
newposts.

Masum Rabbani Khan, secre-
tary general of BCS General
Education Association told, The
Daily Star they will hold a grand

rally on Shikkha Bhaban premises
onJuly 10 with the same demands.

Most of the government pri-
mary schools and community
primary schools across the country
remained closed for nine consecu-
tive days due to teachers' strike.

Two groups of government
primary school teachers started
their hunger strike until death at
separate places in the capital from
Saturday demanding elimination
of wage discrimination and intro-
duction of school-based examina-
tion system.

Under the banner ‘Bangladesh
Primary Teachers Association’,
over 2,000 government primary

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

| Allocation for

mosque-based
edn shot up
by 130pc

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Allocation for mosque-based mass
education programme has been
increased by 130 per cent in the
fourth phase of the programme,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Burnt oil tanker
remains
submerged

2 crew still missing -
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, CTG

The BSC oil tanker MT Banglar
Sourabh that caught fire on
Saturday remained submerged in
the bay at Charley (C) point of the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8




