RONALDO_SGQNNG, PARREIRA SMILING: Brazil coach Carlos Alberto Parreira (L) laughs off with Ronaldo during a practice session at Betgisch Gladbach Stadium on June 20.

Brucknsr offered
contraet extension

AFP, Westérbiurg |
Veteran Czech Republic coach
Karel Brugkner is to be offered a
two-year cantract extension
despite his team crashing out of
the World €up at the first hurdle,
the national federation's vice-
presidentrevealed on Friday.
. Mlastimil Kostal added he
beiéved they could reach an
agreement with Bruckner which
would take him up to the 2008
Fulopeat)ghampmmhlpq

“I think that we are going to
agree anewdeal with the coach,”
Kostal tald €zech agency CTK
shortly before he and the squad
leftfor Prague.

"We will iron out the details in
the nexl:fomight :

Bfucknﬂ; failed to spark his
teamn into the same form as they
showed in feaching the Euro
2004 semi-finals,

However, he was handi-
capped by injuries to his two
leading frontmen Milan Baros
and Jan Kullee.

He risked Baros in the final
match with I_;_g_l_y. a2-0 defeat, but
the leading scorer from Euro
2004 was cleatly not match fit
and was mplaced in the second-
half.

Bruckner, a former Under-21
team coach, was also burdened
by the toll age had taken on 34-
year-old" Karel Poborsky and
even the 33-year-old former
European player of the year Pavel
Nedved.

He indicated earlier on Friday
that he would be willing to stay
on if he was offered an extension
of his present deal, which runs
out after the tournament fin-
ishes.

"My contract is up. But if I
receive a meusa! to extend it, [
willacceptit,” he said.

Maniche positive
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good if we gan add to these victo-
ries against the Dutch.”

The Duteh have not lost a com-
petitive match since they their
defeat to Portugal in the semi-final
of Enro 2004,

Hut they have been through a
trangformation since then, bring-
inginew, youngtalenton the field
and farmer Dutch hero Marco van
Basten a8 coach, In contrast, the
Portuguese squad has remained
broadlysimilar.

“The Netherlands are different -
- diffegent players, a new coach, but
if wethink tharmakes it difficult for
them then itwill also be difficult for
us, because the Netherlands know
us mrywaﬂ; the way we play,” he
said.

i1 !hfuk fﬁ's going-to he a very
wughmatch, " he added.

After beating the Netherlands in
Eurg 2004, ['lﬂ!ilb Portugal disap-
pointingly and perhaps surpris-
ingly failed to take the tide, losing
to Gmcsmth&ﬁnal afthat taurna-
IIETITNE

Man[uh’e suid the pressure in

ymnolesa

"Th& pressure is the same. We
have big expectations in the World
Cup and we knaw to get where we
want (o go we have to beat the
Netherlands,” hesail.

'Brazil on title track’
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Defending champions change the
players hutwill notchange thestyle
inknockout phase.

Carlos Alberto Parreira believes
Brazil are on track to retain the
Waorld Cup after their demolition of
Japan. The coach made five alter-
ations to the line-up that defeated
Australia and Croatia and the
changes paid off as the Brazilians
put on their best display of the
tournament to beat the Zico-
coached Asian champions 4-1.

Parreira said: "We have played
the same way, we have just
changed the players and that's
important in a World Cup, in the
last 16 or the last eight.

"We didn't want to change the
way we play. I'm not worried about
who I'm going to choose because

we don't play now until Tuesday
and we have no injuries. All the
playersarereadyto play.”

Roberto Carlos and Cafu made
way for Cicinho and Gilberto at
full-back while Emerson, Adriano
and Ze Roberto were also rested, to
be replaced by Gilberto Silva,
Juninho and Robinho in Brazil's
final group match. Ze Roberto
made a brief appearance as substi-
tute for Kaka,

Gilberto and Juninho both
scored along with Ronaldo, whose
two goals put himon a total of 14 in
Warld Cups overall, equalling Gerd
Muller's record.

The holders now face Ghana in
the last 16 and Parreira feels the
convincing win over the Japanese --
even though Brazil had already
eamedaspotin the knock-out phase
before the game -- was important for
histeam's continued progress,

"The next game and the last
eight are important games," he
said. "We have had 45 days outside
Brazil and everything starts to get
monotonots butwith thisresult we

havesparked our game to life.

"It was important fo have this
game goinginto the last 16, I'm not
waorried about which team we play
because Brazil is going to be well
represented and Brazil will have a

" team that will reach our goal, which

is to win the World Cup.”

Parreica, Hrazil's 1994 winning
coach, paid tribute to the
Ghanaians after their 2-1 win over
the United States earned them a
place in the second round at their
firstWorld Cup.

"Now we play Ghana and they
are a very good team,” said
Parreira, who coached the west
Africans' national team almost 40
years ago. They played a wonderful
first game against [taly and beat the
Czech Republic in & very nice way,
50 it's goingto be a nice game. They
play very fast football and they're
going to be a difficult opponent.
There's no one easy and they are
one of the powers of African foot-
ball. They should have been at the
World Cup in the past but they are
herenow."

Defensive
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in the last 16 and very confident
goinginto the game.

'I'm not sitting here to discuss
myown form - that's for you guys.

"There's no added pressure.
We have prepared for that, we can
handleit.

‘But this is a chance for us to
prove we can perform at this
stage, we've done well and we're
happyso far.

'‘People have said we've not
played our best football as yet -
hopefully thatis to come.

'If we play to our capabilities
we'll do well - whatever forma-
tionwe play.

England kick-off at 4pm on

troubles solvable

Suntday and although Beckham is
hoping the temperature favours
his team, he will not use the heat
a5 an excuse for a poor perfor-
mance.

He explained: '"We can't worry
about heat - you have to perform
to the highestlevelin any temper-
ature.

'It's affected us in the past but
we're talking about the last 16 of
the World Cup. We can't have any
excuses.’

Beckham expects Ecuador,
who finished runners-up in
Group A to hosts Germany, [0
provide atough test for England.

He continued: 'South America
isatough placeto play.

‘I've watched it and spoken to
players who have played there -
it's a place where players are
technically very gifted.

‘We know they are not going to
be an easy team to come up
against.

‘But the togetherness of our
team can't be stronger - as a team
we're together - and we're confi-
dent,

'There's always negativity out
there but we get on with our game
and believe in ourselves.

'JI think the majority of the
eountry believe in the team and
the players and we are very happy
we've gotthat,'

'‘World Gup starts here'
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before do realise that chances as
well as this don't come that oftén,"
hesaid.

"We're an English team, play-
ing in Europe, playing in
Germany, the weather's been
great for us most of the time.
Everythingisright.

“That doesn't happen very
often. In four years time it's going
to be in South Africa, four years
after that maybe Australia or
South America and we're talking
aboutdifferent climates.

"So this an opportunity we
don't want to waste.”

Beckham has seen his place in
England's starting line-up called
into question but is defiant in the
face of the criticism of his perfor-
mances 5o farin the tournament.

“I'm not going to sit here and
talk about my form because it's
not for me to sit here and talk
about David Beckham.

"It's for me to sit here and talk
about England going into the last
16 af the World Cup,” he said.

It is clear though that
Beckham is irked by the sugges-
tion that he does not offer the

pace and width on the flank that
other players such as Aaron
Lennon have done when brought
onasasubstitute.

Beckham makes no apologies
for the fact that his strength is his
delivery from set pieces and open
play.

“To get the best out of me you
have to give me the ball," he said.

"If I get the ball and I've got a
yard of space then I'll deliver it to
someone to score a goal. ['ve
done that for many years, that's
my game, that's what I'm good at.

"If I'm given the ball then 99.9
percent ofthe time I'll putitin the
right space for people to score
goals. It's been hard to do that
because I've had two players
doubling back on me whenever
we've played.

Though England coach Sven-
Goran Eriksson has insisted that
Beckham was notan 'untouchable'
member of his squad this week,
there is not even the remotest
chanee that the Swede will drop his
captain fromthestarting line-up.

What shape that line-up is
remains open to speculation,
with Eriksson mulling a 4-5-1

with Rooney as the lone striker or
a 4-4-2 with Crouch partnering
Raoney.

Gary Neville is still struggling
from a ealf injury and will mast
likely be replaced by Jamie
Carragher while Sol Campbell
will slot in at centre-half if Rio
Ferdinand fails to recover from a
groin strain.

Ecuador coach Luis Suarez
meanwhile insists that his team
will not be intimidated by the
prospect of tackling England.

“What we have done is not all,"
Suarez said. "There is more to
come, The World Cup has not
ended for Ecuador.

“There is no reason for us to
feel beaten before the match. If
we are going to lose, let it be dur-
ing the match, not before."

Ecuador Jooked impressive
when , beating Poland 2-0 dnd
Costa Rica 3-0 in their opening
matches and Suarez is confident
his side can recover that form.

"The team are happy about
what they've done so far," he said
"We have already earned respect.
Thope we continue to make his-
tory.”

Unfamiliar foes
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Champions League winners of
1995 and their coach had dimin-
ished over the years. Now the
ambitions clashed and there was
to be no World Cup.

When Dick Advocaat took
over they did manage to qualify
for Euro 2004 and even stumbled
into a semi-final with Portugal
again the opponents. The tour-
nament hosts showed up all the
deficiencies of the team within
an hour's play and eruised to the
final.

While Portugal arrived in
Germany with much of thesguad
of two years ago, only eight
Dutchmen of the twenty-two of
the Portugal 2004 party have
survived the switch from
Advocaat to Marco Van Basten.
The new coach has ditched all
those that came home to relax.

He gave confidence to players
who had never expected to reach
so high but now find out they
actually can compete at the
highest level, like Khalid
Boulahrouz, Joris Mathijsen and
Tim de Cler. Not a team that
might rephrase the definition of
beauty in the game, but one that
is much more stable and deter-
mined to grind outa result.

On Dutch television some
pundits are slightly ashamed of
the dullish performances so far,
but they acknowledge that
Holland now have a team that is
more likely to win than that star-
studded team of primadonnas.

RVN might
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ply using some old fashioned
motivational tactics to fire up
Van Nistelrooy.

The late Dutch coach Rinus
Michels kepr striker Van Basten
on the bench in the Netherlands'
first match of their 1988
European Championship cam-
paign.

Michels's psychological trick
worked perfectly as a fired-up
Van Basten returned to strike five
goals in the remaining four
matches to seal the trophy forthe
Dutch.

Crouch
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"Obviously I don't see that as the
case. Obviously it is an option,
butnotthe onlyoption.

"I have proved over the years
that I can receive the ball at the
feet as much as anyone else and
I'm sure all the players know that
and feel confident that I ean play
thatway."

Ecuador hope
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football to Ecuadorin 1899,

But they will have been per-
turbed by the manic enthusiasm
the gamehas generated.

In 2001, former national team
coach Hernan Dario Gomez was
shatinthelegin a hotellobby.

The incident was sparked
reportedly because he didn't
pick the son of Ecuador's former
president for the national youth
team,

with tears

FIFA WORLD CUP

REUTERS, Seout

South Korean soccer fans flooded
the streets of Seoul with tears eatly
on Saturday after their team were
eliminated from the World Cup.
Humdreds of thousands of red-
clad fans had poured into the
streets of the capital and other
venues across the country to watch
the 2002 semifinalists play their
final group match against
Switzerland in Hanover, Germany.
While expectations were high
that the Koreans could repeat their
2002 fairytale ride to the last four, a
2-0 loss to the Swiss, coupled with
France's 2-0 win over Togo, saw

them exit the competition at the
first hurdie.

Distraught fans tried to console
one another through the tears.

"It’s all over. We played so well.
I'm crushed,” said Woo Song-min,
who waitched the game in Seoul
with hisgirlfriend.

Eans had started to gather at
venues across the peninsula some

11 hours ahead of the 4 a.m. (1900

GMT) kick-ofF.

One male fan died while watch-
ing the game on the streets of Seoul
though the cause of death had yet
to be established, emergency
officials said.

Congeeris kept the masses enter-
tained through the night and by the
time the game started, the crowds
hadbeenwhippedup intoa frenzy.

The mood darkened early in the
first half, however, when defender
Philippe Senderos powered a

header past Lee Woon-jae (o put
Switzerland 1-0 ahead,

A controversial Second gua]
from forward Alex Frei sparked
screams of "offside® as the Seﬂul' '
crowd vented their frustration at
the massive screens set up to
broadcast the match. [

"We could have come back but -
the second goal broke pur backs, ll’- i
was not fair," said Kim Sun-wha.

There was no danging or fire-
works at the end of the mateh that
had greeted South Korea's win over
Togo and draw with France.
Instead, riot police cleared the fans
from the streets early to let garbage
menclean up the mess.

The only people keen to hang
around were vendors hoping a 50
percent mark down on World Cup
T-shirts would bring in a few late
sales.

Ukrainians over the moon

AFP, Kiev

Ukrainian fans danced in the
streets Friday after their football
team advanced to the second
round of the World Cup with their
1-0 win against Tunisia.

Shouts of "Uuu-krai-na!" shook
Kiev's cenrtral Independence
Square where up to 10,000 peaple
had gathered to watch the game on
a glant screen in the capital's sti-
fling heat.

When the final whistle blew, the
cheers nearly drowned out the
fireworks exploding over the crowd

decked out in the blue and yellow
ofthe national standard.

Dozens of people danced in the
fountains in the square, waving
flags and scarves as a nearby group
brokeinto aspontaneous rendition
of Queen's "We are the
Champions."

Ukraine is making its first-ever
appearance in the World Cup and
the whole nation has caught the
football bug.

Fans watch the matches on
screenssetup in the nation's major
cities; all bars and restaurants
broadcast the games and overflow
with clients; the president calls the
head of the national football feder-
ation ahead of every game; and
business comes to a standstill
duringthe matches.

Several large companies have
allowed employees to either leave
work to watch the matches or to
cheer on the home team on TV
screens set up at thenffice.

Ukraine has had aroller-coaster
ofarideinGermany,

They were demolished by Spain
in their opener, 4-0, came back
with a vengeance against Saudi
Arabia 4-0, and squeaked by
Tunisia 1-0 after captain Andriy
Shevchenko scored a goal on a
questionable penalty in Betlin on
Friday.

Ukraine's next match will be in
Cologne on Monday, where they
will face the winners of Group G --
either France, South Korea or
Switzerland -- that will be decided
lateron Friday.

Flgo the
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When Luis Figo gathered with
Portugal last month to prepare foe
the World Cup, he sounded con-
cerned about the effects of a drain-
ing season at Internazionale. "The
realityis that [ ran alot thisyear," he
said. "At this moment I would have
liked to be more fresh." The 33-
year-old ought to market wharever
he has done, eaten or drunk since
then because he could hardly look
fresherifhe tried.

A tournament that is proving
unkind to certain ageing heroes
who were tempted out of intérna-
tional retirement last year for one
final crack at glory has been plea-
surable for Figo. While Zinedine
Zidane has failed to recapture
former glories with France and
Pavel Nedved has gone out with the
Czech Republic Figo has been the
driving force behind a Portugal side
who hope tomorrow to defeat
Holland, as they did at Eura 2004,
and earn a quarter-final againse
England or Ecuador.

His form has caused pleasant
surprise even in his homeland,
where he has long been revered
and considered vital. This was
billed as a time for Cristiano
Ronaldo and Deco to grab centre
stage but Ronaldo has been incon-
sistent and sometimes self-
indulgent and injury plus a book-
ing have restricted Deco to just one,
admittedly impressive, perfor-
mance. Figo has been the inspira-
tion anditsays much forhis impor-
tance and sprightliness that he was

used against Mexico when Portugal -

were already through to the second
round.

figurehead again

Maniche's goal in that match
was the only one of the five scored
by Portugal so far in which Figa has
not played a significant part. [n
Portugal’s opening game against
Angola the captain's burst and pass
allowed Pauleta to get what proved
to be the winner, Against Iran, Figo
cutinside andlaid ona perfect pass
for Deco's opener and then won
the penalty that sealed victory.
After Maniche's strike against
Mexico Figo took the corner that
was handled, giving Simao Sabrosa
the chance to put the eam 2.0
ahead with a spot-kick,

Figo may have ducked penalty-
taking duties but it is the only
responsibility he can be accused of
abdicating. It seemed his country
had seen the last of him when he
annaunced after crushing disap-
pointment in, the Euro 2004 final
that he would concentrate on club
matters, explaining he needed to
see more of his family and feeling
Luiz Felipe Scolari would want to
rebuild around younger players.
Yet Figo returned midway through
World Cup qualifving, enthusiasm
rekindled after his break and
escaping Real Madrid.

His form picked up again at Inter
and, though his pace has dimin-
ished, he remains capable of beat-
ing opponents, takes dangerous set
pieces and can partly compensate
for the passage of time with his
cerebral style. He comfortably
comes inside to help make the play
and his end produet and use of
possession have contrasted strik-
ingly with Ronaldo's. While he may
nat be the Figo of world-player-of-
the-year vintage, he is still a huge
LG

"1 understood his decision to
retire after Euro 2004," Scolari has
said, "but always hoped he would
come back. His presence s very
important to us, on and off the
field. He has incredible charisma

and has added leadership o a team
that needed an inspirational figure

‘tolookupto.”

Officially Figo is captain with_
Costinha and Paulets, who shared
the position during his absence,
but there is no question who is the
figurehead and only Figo has the
armband. The relationship
between Figo and Scolari is sound.
When Figo was criticised at Euro
2004 for disappearing into the
dressing room after being substi-
tuted during the quarterfinal
against England, the coaeh insisted
the captain had been inside pray-
ingfor the team,.

At that point it was'difficult to
imagine Figo being in Germany,
never mind performing this way.
He had been replaced for the. !hm!
game in'a row, looked unhappy as
he walked slowly round the pitch
and was offering littlé more than
monosyllabic answess o media -
questions. At this toumament he
cuts a more content figure, Three!
straight Portugal wins mean he is
optimistic,

"I think we are improving since
the first game,” he sa? d. "The level
of confidence is better, the team is
not so anxious.” After 15 years and

123 caps with his countey he (s
entitled to dream of an end (o
compensate for defeats i the
semifinal of Euro 20110&!1(1
fﬂury[‘dl’b]d[tl’. :

"The only really s
outcome would be to win tha!
nament," he saig Am’ [
sional footballer has o have lhnti '
attitude, while also 111!::
account that there are: the{s
out there who are more likely _
than we are. We all hmhtgh impes
of winning, althoughtitgoes with-
out saying that, if wereach the last
four, then it won't have been a bal
tournament for us.™ [tﬁ:.shapmgup
to be a very good toutmament for
Figo. i

PHOTE: AFP
Portuguese playmaker Luis Figo, attired in a sombrero, raises his fist to the crowd at the end of their tie against
Mexicoin Gelsenkirchenon 21 June.



