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Brazil's narrow win
agamst Argentina

It %ﬂﬂldﬂ] EIMBIazllandArgentma
are the most supported teams in
Dh : allhough Cafu's five-time
ners namrowly: edged out their
lly sty]ish neighbouring
archirivals. -

v }gu,a:ording {0 a recent survey
dueted by the world's leading
et research and information
tﬁomgmy ACNielsen, it has been
revealed that more than 80 per cent

f the country's population are
g:ntmg for the tow Latin American

15,

" The survey, conducted over june
20-22 among men and women aged
between 15 to 59 residing in Dhaka,
mainly displays the liking for Lal‘.m
flavour of football amongst the
pmpleoﬂ!angladcsh

When asked about the potential
champluns of the 2006 FIFA World

Cup in Germany, there was an even
split bétween Brazil and double-
winnersArgentina. As much as 41 per
cent are sure that Brazil will win the
Gup for the sixth time, while another
large proportion -- 40 per cent -- arg
cagerly awaiting an Argentine tri-
umph after the Diego Maradona
inspiredvictorytwentyyears ago.

"Overall, Brazil is the possible

(World) Cup winner with 41 per cent
response, followed by Argentina (40
per cent), Other most associated
countries were Germany, Italy,
France and England,” said Dr. Khalid
Hasan, the managing director of
ACNielsen Bangladesh.

Surveys held in Indonesia and

Chinaalsohad Brazilon top aswell.

Latin football is also the most
popular style of football in

Bangladesh with halfof the sutveyed

folks answering in the affirmative
whenasked abouttheir preference,

Even the popularity of their play-
ers reflects howmuch Dhakaites love
Argentinaand Brazil,

But there is little hope resting on
Ronaldo winning the Golden Boot
once mote after his triumph in the
2002 tournament. Only eight per
cent thought he would hold onto the
award forthe highest scorer.

Messi is believed to be the most
likely winner of the Golden Boot as
more than one-fifth of the respon-
dentsselected him.

Striker Miroslav Klose of hosts
Germany, who is already the leading
scorer of the tournament, followed
the Argentine boy wonder with 23
percenl.

Young Argentine striker Lionel
Messi was also the most popular
World Cup player with one-third of
the responses, while Brazilian
playmaker Ronaldinho was second
inline with 26 percentand his super-
star teammate Ronaldo coming in
thirdwith 17 percentresponses,

Referecing and nepotism were
also discussed in the research, with
fifty per cent believing that the deci-
sionshavenotbeenharsh,

More than two-thirds also said
that, none of the referecing judge-
ments overly hurt or favoured any
teams.

But interestingly, 14 per cent of
the respondents thought referee-
ing has favoured Brazil while 12 per
cent mentioned. that Germany
received favours.

Also, there was some sympathy
for the United States as eight per
cent ofthe respondents mentioned
that refereeing decisions hurt the
Americans.
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QUAZI ZULQUARNAIN ISLAM

S0, the mercurial French
midfielder got his birthday wish.
No, not the one who scored a
smashing goal and setup anather.

We are talking of the one who sat
in the stands and watched and
prayed to have another chance of
gracingthe world stage.

Andhegotit.

. Courtesy of anotherwho shared
thesamebirthday.

i So,itwasinlht.end]uftlqurun-
tus midfelderPatrickVicira tosend
waves of relief flowing through
France as he scored a goal and set
up anather for ex-clubmate Henry
to propel France into the last six-
teenwhere they will face Spain and
give departing colleague Zinedine
Zidane another chance to show-
pase his skills to the public who
have supported him so adoringly
all throughouthislife,

Vieira's timely intervention saw
France secure the 2-0 result that
they required Lo progress and thus
avert being the second big casualty
oftheWorld Cup.

© And now Zidane will be thank-
ing a friend who shares the same
SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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World Cup leading scorers on Saturday
after the Germany-Sweden match:

4: Klose (Germany)

3. Tofres (Spain), Pedolski (Germany)

2: Bosacki (Poland), Bravo (Mexico),
Cahil (Australia), Crespo (Argentina),
Delgado (Ecuador), Dindane (Ivory
Coast), Frei (Switzerland), Gerrard
(England), Henry (France), Maxi
Rodfiguez (Argentina), Ronaldo (Brazil),
Rasicky (Czech Republic), Shevehenko
(Ukraing), G Tenorio (Ecuador), Villa
{Spain), Wanchope (Costa Rica)

1: Adriano (Brazil), Ahn Jung-fiwan
(South Korea), Al Jaber (Saudi Arabia),
Al Qahtani (Saudi Arabia), Allback
{Sweden), Aloisi (Auslralia), Appiah
(Ghana), Bakhtiarizadeh (Iran), Bametta
(Switzerland), Cambiasso (Argentina), J
Cole (England), Cristiano’ Ronaldo
(Portugal), Crouch: (England), Cuevas
(Paraguay), Deco (Portugal), Dempsey.
{USA), Dramani (Ghana), Drogba (ivory
Coast), Flavio' (Angola), Fonseca
(Mexico), Fred (Brazil), Frings
(Germany), Gilardino (ltaly), Gilberto
(Brazil), Golmohammadi (Iran), R
Gomgz (Costa Rica), Gyan (Ghana),
laquinta (ltaly), llic (Serbia-
Montenegro), F Inzaghi (ltaly),” Jaldi
(Tunisia), Jaziri (Tunisia), Juanito
(Spain), Juninho (Brazil), Kaka (Brazil),
Kalou (lvory Coast), Kalynychenko
(Ukraing), Kaviedes (Ecuador), Kewell
(Australia), Koller (Czech Republic), B
Kone (lvory Coast), N Kovac (Croalia),
| Lahm (Germany), Larsson (Sweden),
SEE PAGE 18 COL 1
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TODAY'S MATCHES

ALL MATCHES LIVE ON ESPN.
*ALSO LIVE ON BTV.
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| Germany2 Sweden0 |

AGENCIES, Munich

Germany took one step closer to
theirdream oflifting a fourthWorld
Cup crown after the hosts defeated
ten-man Sweden 2-0 here on
Saturday to book their place in the
quarterfinal.

Germany got off to the perfect
start with Lukas Podolski scoring
twice in the first 12 minutes --
making it three goals in his last two
outings -- as Sweden's defence fell
apart.

Defender Teddy Lucic was sent
offfor asecond bookable offencein
the 34th minute giving Sweden a
mountaintoclimb.

Henrik Larsson had the best
chance to get his team back in the
match but missed a penalty at the
beginning of the second half, blaz-
ingover.

It was a fourth straight World
Cup win for Germany who are now
just two games away from match-
ing manager Juergen Klinsmann's
target of reaching the final in Berlin
onJuly 9.

Klinsmann said his players were
singing and dancing after knocking
outSweden.

"The mood in thediessingroom
was brilliant. They were singing
and dancing -- I am so proud of
them,” Klinsmann beamed after
thewin,

"It is incredible what they
achieved today. We played at a high
tempo and decisively in every

‘lot of character,”

phase.

“Tt could not be bener
Klinsmann.

"We went in highly concen-
trated but strangely enough the red
card took our rhythm away, The
penalty could also have been a
turning point but we are excited by
the team and howthey played.

"ltwas a top operation. We were
very prepared and we respected
them, especially the attacking trio.
We did not want to concede a goal.
We did not want to give them any
breathing space.

"Everything is working fantasti-
cally with the team from a medical
and physical point of view.

"After six weeks' work, we have
23 players fit. We are really happy as
a group,” he added, saying team

said

' spirit was a major factor behind the

strong showings which suggest
Germanyhave arealistic chance ofa
fourthtitleafter 1954, 1974 and 1980
--whenhehimgelfwasin the team.

Sweden coach Lars Lagerback
said be was still proud of his team
but they had never really recovered
from losing Lucic.

"It is difficult to beat anyone
with 10 men, especially a team like
Germany but my players showed a
Lagerback told
Teporters.

"I'm very proud of the way they
played in the second half but we let
in two easy goals at the beginning.
After that it was very difficult for
us."

Podolksi said: "My goals were
nice to get but it is the team thatis
winning, not mealone.

"In preparing for this game we
grewas a team, Bverything is possi-
ble now, every game is a knockout
situation.”

Germany will face the winner of
the Argentina v Mexico tie taking
place later Saturday in next
Friday's quarterfinal in Berlin.

Germany captain Michael .

Ballack said his side was ready for
anything.
"With such performances we

* don’tneed to hidefrom anyone.”

"We started well and found our
game quickly and it was a sensa-
tional performance. In the first half
wecould hardlyhave played better.”

As millions of Germans cele-
brated acioss the counlry, il was
more second-round disappoint-
ment for Sweden who crashed out
of the 2002 World Cup to Senegal at
thesamestage.

Sweden captain' Olof Mellberg
said: “The start of the match was
just too bad, and that's what

decided it.

"We didn't manage to rc:a.lly get
forward, to put the pressureon.”

Lagerback: started with three
strikers, including the retuming
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, but the bold
move backfired as Germany struck
early.

With just four minutes gone
Miroslav Klose surged through on
goal. Sweden goalkeeper Andreas
Isaksson stopped him in his tracks
but the ball fell kindly to Podolski
and his shot went in off the hapless
Lucic.

It was Podolski's second goal in
a row and the third was not long in
coming,

In the 12th minute Podolski,
who will play on this ground for
Bayern Munich next season,
accepted a pass from Klose and
curledaleft-footed shotinfor 2-0.

German goalkeeper Jens
Lehmann had hardly made a save
in his first three matches but was

called into action to stop a smart
turn and shot by Ibrahimovic.

Eight minutes into the second
half Sweden were then handed a
lifeline when Larsson was felled by
Christoph Metzelder in the penalty
area.

But Larsson, winning his 93rd
cap, hammered his spot-kick over
the crossbar to the dismay of the
Sweden fans,

Ballack then saw a fantastic
drive tipped onto the post.

The new Chelsea man was
shooting at will and could have
had a hattrick but he was left still
searching for his first goal at these
finals.

Sweden created chances but
with their numerical disadvantage
they never looked like overturning
d buoyant Germany.

The home fansleft theturnstiles
in high spirits as their team con-
tinue toride theWorld Cup wave,

: { BHOTO: AFP
ROCKING SWEDEN LIKE AHURRICANE: German striker Lukas Podolski roars for joy after scoring the firstof his two goals against Sweden at Munich's Allianz Arena in the opening World Cup round of 16 match yaélsrday. /

Podolski shoots Germany into gtrs

]

TEAMS

_GERMANY: Jens Iahman;'i: Ame

Friedrich, Per Mertesacker,
Christoph Metzelder, Philipp
Lahm; Bernd Schoeider, Torsten
Frings (Sebastian Kehl 85), Michael
Ballack (captain), Bastian
Schweinsteiger (Tim Borowski 72);
Miroslav Klose, Lukas Podolski
(Oliver Neuville 74).

Yellow card: Torsten Frings (27).
SWEDEN: Andreas I5aksson; Niclas
Alexandersson, Olof Mellberg
{captain), Teddy Lucic, Erik
Edman; Tobias Linderoth; Mattias
Jonson (Christian Wilhelmsson
53), Kim Kallstrom (Petter Hansson
39), Fredrik Ljungberg; Henrik
Larsson, Zlatan Ibrahimovic
(Marcus Allback72). |

Yellow card: Teddy Lucic (28),
Mattias Jonson (48), Marcus
Allback (78).

Red card: Teddy Lucic (35).
Referee: C. Simon (Brazil).
Attendance: 66,000.

SQUARE

FIFA World Cup 2006 Quiz
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¥ (Scores ot' round 1 will not affect round 2).

Log on WWW. squarepharma.com bd
Mega prize awaits at the end of round 2.




