CE Francaise (AF) de
A iS5 organising a 10-

t sic festival, as part of
the Fete de 1a Musique'06 (World
Music Day) at their café premiscs
from June 21. Fete de la Musique
has long been a tradition for the
people dePrnnce. In France, overy
this day, thousands of
, both amateur and
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ebrating World
ic Day

f ghazals at Alliance

professional, gather and perform
at public places to celebrate the
spiritof music.

The AF Dhaka opened its doors
to musicians who were free: to
register and perform--be it vocal or
instrumental, classical or folk,
contemporary or reggae. An
important feature of this year's
celebrations is the encouragement
given to amateurs to participate.

The events are dedicated to pro-

moting French language and cul-
ture and to further promote
friendly relationships between
Bangladesh and France. Alliance
Francaise de Dacca is al once a
language school, a cultural centre,
an art gallery, a bookshop, a cul-
tural events organiscr, a resource
centre and atypical French café.

On June 23, the packed hall of
the AF was evidence enough that
ghazalis a popular musical genre,
The singer Jhon Sumit was in top
form as he rendered some popu-
lar Bangla and Hindi ghazals such
as Chandi jaisa roop hai tera,
Rafta rafta, Peyar bharey do
sharmiley and Tomar oi hashitey.
He set the pattern for the evening
by beginning with some couplets
before launching full flow onto a
ghazal, letting the audience
experience his superb vocal
range. Sumit is a talented singer
of modern songs and ghazals. He
has performed several times in
Fete de la Musique in Alliance
Frangaise de Dacca. A Hindi
ghazal about childhood memo-
ries and a Bangla song Keu jodi
kichhu boley, money kichhu
korona tendered by him, went
down well with the audience. His
songs were accompanied by
tabla, guitar and harmonium.
Connoisseurs and others in the
audience alike appreciated the
concert. The music festival will
endonjune 30.

culture@thedailystar.net

Anisur Rahman
Giving guidelines on voice

training

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The Bishwa Shahittya Kendra had
organised a two -month course on
kontho bigyan or voice throwing,
which/ came to an end yesterday.
The students who had enrolled for

the programme, got a unique and
i

exclusive experience, as Dr Anistr
Rahman, who taught them, is an
authority on this technique.
Rahman is also a renowned expo-
nent of Tagore songs and a highly
respected economist of the coun-
try.

Speaking to the students on their

Dr Anisur Rahman speaks at the programme

experience of thislatest form of voice
‘throwing' in the country, they
admitted that it was a new element
and had never been tried before.
According to student Nirob Shanu,
“We all knew how to sing, but many
of us were notaware of the scientific
methods that were involved with
singing. If we can apply these practi-
cally, our skills will definitely

improve.” Adds 15-year-old A]dula' :

Shaha who has been practicin
Tagorcsongs Iorthcpasmineycm’g
We have come across many new
techniques which will help us
increase the range of our voice. That
this kind of science exists is amaz-
ing”

Rahman has spent several years
abroad and that is how he learnt
about kontha bigyan. Extensive
research has gone into this science
in the western countries where it
has evolved aver the past 200 years.
In the words of Rahman, “The art is
definitely more important than the
artiste. However, itis very sad to sce
that the singers of our country do
not come forward to learn new
methods. Indian singers are more
opentotheidea.”

The Tagore exponent believes in
bringing out the talent in students
rather than spoon-feeding them. A
true artiste is one who can be cre-
ative and invent something new.
The students will be practicing the
various aspects of this technique
and will hold a concert in the
future.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

As part of the ongoing theatre
festival in Chittagong arranged by
Nandimukh to mark the 15th anni-
versary of the troupe, Chittagong-
based theatre troupe Kalpurush
will stage Mrinaler Chithi (Mrinal's
letter).

Mrinaler Chithiis the dramatis-
ation of Tagore's popular short

Shubhra Das in a scene from the play

story Streer Patra, in which Tagore
has dealt with women's issues.
Mirinal's letter to her husband is
not a mere means of communica-
tion rather a saga of oppression of
women in a male dominated soci-
ety. Shubhra Das gives a solo per-
formancein the play.

Mrinaler Chithi will be staged
today at 7 pm at Shilpakala Acad-
emy, Chittagong.

Clore My 1 Talent FHunt
On its way to a new journey

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Close Up 1is back with the sequel
toits talent hunt show titled, Gao
Bangladesh Gao. Close Up 1 was
one of the biggest talent hunt
competitions in Bangladesh. The
seven-month long Close Up 1 '05
search gave the nation a group of
young promising singers who'
could strike a chord in the hearts
of millions. In keeping with a
philosophy of offering innovative
and distinctive content, Close Up
I '06 was launched yesterday to
scout for a fresh set of promising
musicians.

At a press conference held at

Hotel Sheraton, Sanjiv. Mehta,
chairperson and managing direc-
tor of Unilever Bangladesh Lim-
ited announced the launch of this
year's programme. Enayetur
Rahman, managing director of
nty, Naushad Karim Chowdhury,
brands and development director
of Unilever Bangladesh Limited
and CEO of Asiatic MCL, Aly Zaker
spoke on the occasion. Members
from the press, musical fraternity
and the glamour world were pres-
entatthe conference.

The preliminary selection will
be carried out at 11 different loca-
tions across the nation, The audi-
tion locations are: Chittagong,
Comilla, Faridpur, Barisal,

Khulna, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Bogra,
Mymensingh, Sylhet and Dhaka.
Selected candidates will take part
in the subsequent rounds, which
willbe heldat Dhaka,

This year, non-resident
Bangladeshis can also take part in
the programme. They can register
through a website
www.closeupl.com. Two audition
panels will be set up at New York
and London,

Aspiring young Bangladeshi
musicians between 16 and 30

| years-can participate in;the com-
petition. They can regisier by
simply calling or by logging onto
the website. The last date of regis-
trationis July 10.

Omns s new outlet - Studio D
A new attractlon for music lovers

(From right to left) Naqib Khan, Shafin Ahmed and co-artiste perform at the launching ceremony

CuLTURAL CORRESPONDENT!

OmniMusic, awell-knownnamein
the music industry opened its
second outlet Studio D (D standing
for Dhanmondi) on June 22, at
Genetic Plaza, Dhanmondi, to
fulfillits greater customer demand.
Their first store is in Gulshan and
theother outletisin Chittagong.
The ambassador of Germany,
Frank Meyke and counselor-
deputy head of mission, Embassy
of Japan Yuneczo Fukuda, graced
the occasion as special guests.
Nea G Mendes, chairperson of
Omni Music and Niblet G Mendes,
managing director of Omni Music
and many prominent musicians
and performers were present for

the inauguration ceremony.

Other prominent personalities
were musicians such as Shafin
Ahmed, Nagib Khan, Fuad Naser
Babu, Fahmida Nabi, Suvro Deyv,
Tipu, Selim Haider, and Piaru
Khan. Also present were band
members of Feedback, Parthibo,
Arcelamongothers.

During the first half of the event,
Meyke and Fukuda gave short
speeches. Neo Mendes gave a brief
history ofthe company. Heinformed
that Omni music had started its
activities in 2001. Neo Mendes, who
was the founder member of the 60's
most popular and highly acclaimed
band Lightings and his younger
brother Niblet G Mendes, a graduate
in sound engineering from Toronto,

Canada have helped this organisa-
tion to flourish overthe years.

A musical evening followed the
first part of the formal inaugura-
tioninwhich some of the country's
best talents came together to
entertain the audience with a short
but entertaining performance.
Salim Haider from the band Purbo-
Paschim played the flute. To the
surprise and delight of the guests,
Nakib Khah (Renaissance), Shafin
Ahmed (Miles), Salim Haider (gui-
tarist), Piaru Khan (Feedback) and
Sascha Pinkas (Pentagon) per-
formed together and played
instrumentals for the songs Sum-
mertime and In the sunshine
amongmany others.

Kidman v131ts
children's hospital
on eve of wedding

Oscar-winning' actress Nicole
Kidman shocked! medical staff
when shepaid asurprisevisittoa
children's hospital in Sydney,
Australia, ahead of her wedding
to Keith Urban in the city
recently. The star took her chil-
dren Isabella, 13, and Connor,
11, and mother Janelle with her
to the Sydney Children's Hospi-
tal, where they saw patients in
the oncology, hematology and
neurology wards. Sydney Chil-
dren's Hospital Foundation CEO
Elizabeth Crundall says, "I was
stunned when she came in
today. To actually take the time
out from her own wedding for a
couple of hours wus stunning,
extraordinary and wonderful.”

Source; Internet

Nicole Kidman
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