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Angola's sole newspaper on
Thursdiy hailed the national
team for scoring the first goal of
their short World Cup finals his-
tory inthe game against Iran even
though they failed to make it
throughto the last 16.

"Hven it they have not suc-
ceeded in qualifving ... they
showed proof of dignity and
personality,” the Jornal de Angola
sald. s

“The Palancas negras (na-
tional ‘team) shook the all-
powerful Portugal, they drew
with Mexico and almost won
againstlran”, itsaid.

Angola on Wednesday drew 1-
1 with Iran in their final Group D
mateh, signalling the end of their
remarkable journeyin Germany.

They had narrowly lost 1-0 to
Euro 2004 linalists Portugal ear-
lier and scored a goslless draw
with Mexico.

It was the [irst time that the
southern African country, which
was ravaged by a 27-year civil war
that ended m 2002, had made an
appearance inaWorld Cup finals,

Angola‘s ruling Popular
Movement for the Liberation of
Angola (MPLA) also showered
praise onthe team.

"The nation is proud of the
attitude of the players attitude ...
who have brought honour and
glory to Angola," a statement
said,

Angola: One for
the road

AFP, Leipzig

Angola coach Luis Oliveira
Gonealves predicted on
Wednesday that African football
was on the march after his min-
nows completed a World Cup
campaign that defied all expecta-
tons.

The southern African nation,
which only emerged from civil
war in 2002, qualified for their
first appearance in a World Cup
finals while the big guns of their

con \_';‘:_'Nig_ﬂliﬂ.Senegalami
Cameroan - were all left (o
wateh the amient it home.
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and thrashings by Group D rivals
Partugal and Mexico were widely
predicted.

But if a narrow 1-0 defeat 1o
Eura 2004 finalists Portugal
established their credentials,
they eame of age in a heroic
goalless draw with Mexico as
more than 100,000 people cele-
brated in the streets of the
Angolancapital, Luanda.

The team of journeymen
professionals, whose best play-
ers eannat even find a club, could
even have sneaked into the sec-
ondround if they had beaten fran
bythreaclear goals,

4 ally an Iranian side
jerate to avoid returning
home fo an unfargiving public
with three defeats in a row held
the Angolans to & 1-1 draw and
ended theirhopes.

Oliveira Goncalves said the
fact that his team had reached
their first finals was a positive
signfor the continent.

"African football is progress-
ing. We knaw that we can do
more than we are doing now and
each time we take part in a tour-
nament it shows that we have to
improve our infrastructure, our
organisation and our training of
young players.

“But one day the world will
realise Afriga has a name to
defend and it will defend its
reputation,” he said. !

However the coach was also
quick to acknowledge that basic
lapses indefénding cost Angolaa
memorablevictory - a defender
failing to cover a post allowed
Iran's Sohrab Bakhtiarizadeh to
equalise Flavio'sgoal.

"We were not able o play our
normal, counter-attacking game
today. Iran just kept coming at us.

"I am proud of the way my
plavers performed. [ran have
been in three World Cups but this
wits our first.

'We have every reason to be
proud. We will leave with our
heads held high."

Flavio, assured of a place in
history as the scarer of his coun-
try's first ever World Cup goal,
said the team were satisified that
they had given the best possible
accountofthemselves,

“[t was very good for us to
show that Angola can play good
football," said the striker who
plays for African Champions Cup
winners Al Ahly of Egypt.

Meanwhile, for the team's two
outstanding players, Akwa and
goalkeeper Joao, Ricardo, the
brighelights of the World Cup will
fadeas theygoinsearchofaclub,

Theyhavesurely done enough
to catcha newemployer'seye.
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Dutch goalkeeper Edwin van der Sar makes a diving save to deny Argentina forward Carlos Tevez (R) during their Wednesday'smatch in Frankfurt.

es make Basten happy

AFP, Frankfurt

Duteh coach Marco van Basten
said he was satisfied with his
team's goalless draw with
Argentina that saw them line up a
game apainst Group D winners
Portugal in the last 16 of the World
Cup.

The Dutch play the Portuguese
inNuremburgonSunday,

"Argenting are cerrainly a high-
quialicy sepuact, We were able to geta
draw. At the end we had a [ew
chances and also could have won
the game, " said van Basten.

‘It wasa good game considering
the players who stayed on the

bench,” he said in reference to
Arjen Robben, Mark van Bommel
and Giovanni van Bronkhorst,
three of the squad’s most creative
players.

Argentina had a raft of chances
throughout the match, and van
Basten had two fine first-half clear-
ances by defender Khalid
Boulahrouz and one outstanding
save late in the game by Edwin van
derSarto thankforacleansheer.

Argentine strikers Lionel Messi
and Carlos Tevez, along with
midfield duo Maxi Rodriguez and
Juan Riguelme, caused havoc in
the Dutch defence eatly on with
their right combinations of fast,
accurate passing and blistering
counter-attacking speed.

After Argentina replaced Messi
and Riguelme in the second-half,
they took their foot off the pedal
and both sides seemed content to

play out fora draw.

“We didn't have the best players
on the pitch and we kept it at (-0
and we can be proud of that," van
Basten said, heaping praise on his
defénce which improved massively
after veteran Phillip Cocu and
Wesley Sneidjer dropped deeper to
helpout.

Cocu, who was winning his
L00th cap against the South
Americans, said the team were
"really very happy. Up against one
of the best teams in the world, we
contained their attacking game
verywell.

"It's very satisfying to be in the
lasc 16 when you see the quality of
Graup € fwhich also ineluded vory
Coanst and Serbia and
Montenegro).

‘Now, up against Portugal, we
have to forget about the trauma of
Euro 2004" when the Dutch were

eliminated in the semi-final by the
Portuguese, Cocu said,

"Don’t look at the past, but only
think about playinga good mateh.”

Van Basten added: "Now we're
up against Portugal. We know
they're excellent but we're also not
bad.

"Sunday's game is more impor-
tant than the game against
Argentina. Either you win on
Sunday or you go back to the
Netherlands.

"Preparations will not change. If
we're [ucky, we've got four finals to
go, matches where you can make
no etrors because you canmnot go
backon then.

"We'll have to play on the basis
of sound organisation and the
implementation of everything
we'vedonein previous games.

"We have every chance to move
ontothe nextround, I think."
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AGENCIES, undafed

Iran were left to find new leader-
ship on Thursday, & day after thelr
hopes for at least one victory at the
World Cup were shattered by fin-
ishing bottam of their group with
ane point.

Iran's coach Branko Ivankovie
said after the 1-1 draw ogainst
Angola on Wednesday he was now
looking for new challenges, while
the head of the football federation
Mohammad Dadkan was sacked
and anolficial apology extended to
the nation.

"The Physical Education
Organisation apologises ta the
Iranian nation for its wounded
pride,” authorities said,

Iran's press unanimously
declared Ivankovic and not the
players responsible for their limp

exit from the tournament in
Germany.

"A coach must always have his
suitcases packed, " said lvankovic.

fran failed to win a single march
in their third World Cup finals,
losing 2-0 to Portugal and 3-1 to
Mexico before drawing with
Angola, and missed their own
target of making it through to the
second rounc.

The team that had hailed them-
selves as Iran's best ever side,
simply did not have the experience
to keep up 90 minutes at a time,
with the younger players' power
fading fastin the second halves.

The more experienced mem-
bers of the squad, some of whom
playforclubsabroad, were plagued
by injuries and never got into full
form, with FC Bayern's Ali Karimi
justonecasein point.

But on Wednesday, Iran
midfielder Mehdi Mahdavikia said
they should have won.

“There is no question we were
the beter side. We also created
better chances and it is a real
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shame we did not capitalise on
them," hetold reporters.

“We are out of the World Cup
witljusta single point to our name
ancl we should have done better.
Thatisannoying.”

Still, while there are question
marks over who will coach fran in
the future, Mahdavikia said the mix
of old players -- such as 37-year-old
recard scorer Ali Daei -- and young
players stood the team in good
stead for the future,

If Iran's players were disap-
pointed with their early elimina-
tiory, their departure helped scup-
per apotential diplomatic run-in.

Iran president Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, who had left open
whather he would visit the World
Cup, has faced eriticism across
Europe in the past for inflamma-
tory remarks about Israel and
starements questioning whether
the Holocaust happened.

While European leaders
stopped short of banning him from
visiting, they made it clear he
wonldhave faced afrosty welcome.
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Iranian defender Rahman Rezaei (L) and midfielder Andranik Teymourian (C) are locked in an aerial battle with
Angolan forward Akwa during their Group D match at Lejpzig on Wednesday.

‘Lavolpe plotting

a coup

AFP, Gelsenkirchen

Mexico's coach talked up their
chances against Argentina after
booking a second-round meeting
with theWorld Cup favourites.

Ricardo Lavolpe, a member of
Argentina's World Cup-winning
squad in 1978, said a different
Mexico would take the field on
Saturday than the one that scram-
bled into the second round after
defeat by Portugal.

"On Saturday I'm going to have
a different team, They're going to
be much more at ease and that will
help them to score goals," Lavolpe
said.

“We start with & clean sheet, it's
0-0with no advantage to either side
andwe play for90 minutes.”

The Group D seeds flirted witha -

shock elimination on Wednesday
by slippingto a2-1 loss to Portugal,
but were saved by Angola's failure
to beatlran.

Inachaotic display, Mexico gave
away a penalty, missed another
and had a player sent off with half-
an-hourleft. g

Mexico had needed to win the
mateh o avoid in-form Argentina,
who hammered six past Serbia and
Montenegro.

But they may feel pleased not to
be playing the Netherlands. The
agile but lightweight Mexicans
have won just one of their last 11
World Cup games against European
oppenents, but beat Argentina 1-0
in2004.

Lavolpe's biggest worry will be
the profligacy of his strikers. He
admitted his disbelief after Omar
Bravo, a two-goal hero against Lran,
wasted a series of good chances
includingapenalty.

"Our main problem is scoring --
we even had a penalty which we
missed," Lavolpesaid.

"We've got the forwards, we put
the opposition goal under pressure
but we need (o persist and see if we
cangetmore positive results.”

Mexico scored three times
against [ran but have only managed
onegoal in theirlasttwo games,

They qualified ahead of third-
placed Angola, who could only draw
with Iran. Portugal topped Graup D
with maximum points.

Mexico have now reached the
second phase at each of the lust four
World Cuips and are hoping to make
it past the quarter-finals for the first
timein 13attempts, t

Lavolpe's Argentinian national-
ity have made him a controversial
figuee in Mexico, despite his success
with the national team which lies
fourth in the FIFA rankings.

He also caused an uproar by
dropping popular striker
Cuauhtemoe Blanco while calling
up two foreign-bom players, Zinha
and Guillermo Franco, and his own
son-in-law Rafael Garcia.

AEP,Gelsenkirchen

England are through ro the World
Cup's last 16, bur London foatball
chiefs will be looking wistfully at
Group D where their former target
Luiz Felipe Scolari is giving
Portugal the full benefit of his
Waorld Cup masterclass.

Just two months after snubbing
England's advances, Scolari's
Portugal have romped through the
first round with maximum points,
lettinginonlyonegoal in the process,

Wins against Angola, Iran and
Mexico have put Portugal through
for only the second time in their
history -- and the first since
Eusebioled them to the 1966 semis.

The World Cup-winning coach
has notched up a record 10 consec-
utive wins in the tournament,,
including seven fourvears ago when
heled his native Brazil to the title.

After reaching the Euro 2004
final, Scolari's team are now
unbeaten in 17 matches stretching
back to February 2005, the best
streakin Portuguese history.

Scolari's 30 wins are also the
highest number by any Portugal
coach, surpassing Antonio
Oliveira's record.

“Ten wins in the World Cup 15
the kind of thing that would mark
anybody's life, especially mine,”
Scoliari told after their match
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il's perfect 10

against Mexico.

Statistics aside, Seolari gave a
telling reminder of his coaching
brilllance when Portugal beat
Mexico 2-1 on Wednesday despite
resting five first-team players.

“It's grear not to have dropped
any points. We have stacked up
three good wins and now we must
build on that, It wasn't all good
today,” Seolari said.

“From now on it's knockout
matches and even the best teams

LUIZ FELIPE SCOLARI

he

can play badly on one day,”
added.

Pormugal have avoided a tricky
clash with Argentina but will face
another tough opponent, the
Netherlands, on Sunday.

Bur Scolari remains adamant
than any team is beatable, and sald
he would stick by his method of

taking tournamentsone
time. !
"It's only the s
Portugal has qualified fo
ond round in 40 years b
ml:mkutilgmueb‘ygmj'l'
"All the teams are very bilan
and very even, they're g
condition. There ate i
teams which | believe are
they might be playing ey
one day they can have
and beeliminated.”

remnants of Portugal's
generation' like Luis Figo
injecting the pace and energy
Cristiano Ronaldoand Miguel:

His introduction of the.
Brazilian-born Deco, controversial
ar the time, now seems ke a
masterstroke with the busy
playmaker at the hub af most
artacking moves, ' ok

With Maniche holdinginmidfield
and Ricardo Carvallio rhaxsbh[lingn
miserly defence, Portugal looKsharp
in attack, resourcefulin midfield and
solidattheback.

While they remain outsiders for
the title, Portugul's game by-game
approach did the trick at Euro 2004
and contrasts sharply with
England, who have been talking up
theirtitle chances for munﬁj

The two are on course for a
quarterfinal meeting hegg == a
warrying prospect for " d,
who have been dumped aut af the
last two major tourmaments at the
same stage by Scolan's Brazil and
Portugal,

Serhia to build on

AFP, Munich

Serbia and Montenegro bowed out
of intermational foothall with the
weakest record in the 2006 World
Cup, hoping to rise from the ashes of
the wurnament as plain Serbia
before the first Euro 2008 qualifiersin
theautumn,

The Balkan side had maintained a
virtually clean sheetingualifying and
emerged from their group ahead of
the more lncied Spain, heralding
potentially one of the strongest
reamsinGermany.

Instead, alter 3-2 defeat at the
hands of Ivory Coast Wednesday,
Serbia and Montenegro drew a
complete blank on their points tally
inthe "Group of Death”.

They scored just two goals, while
ten penetrated their previously
impermeabledefence.

"We gave our all today so as not to
lose," said goal scorer Sasa llie after a
more spirited performance by his
side that saw them leading by two

goalsbefore half time

“In the second half we had to
defend more and I'm just sorry we're
going home without having a single
point.”

Now the Serb-dominated squad
will splitinto two, and re-form as two
separate teams under asg yet
unnamed cogches after the con-
tested Hija Petkovie decided o stand
down.

Petkoviesaid he was "very proud”
of what the squad had achieved in
the last match despite rows about his
coaching and a rash of injuries
through the tournament -- and
against the Elephants -- that
deprived itoikey players.

Petkovic sald while he did nor
notally like w comment on this
referee, he felr thar the Mexican
Marco Rodriguez had been too harsh
onhisside.

"By awarding two penalties
against us he allowed Ivory Coast to
dominate the game,” said the 60-
year-old former Yugoslav interna-
tional,

"Time will show that ' right in
saying this," Petkovic added.

“As far as Serbia is concemed, 1
willsayitisindestructible.”

Serbia's and Montenegro football

failure

associations are set (o part campany
in the coming weeks, [ollowing the
tiny state of Montenegro's proslima-
tinn of independence from i8S bigger
brotherearlivr thismonth:

Serbia are expected to mke over
the side’s Euro 2008 qualifying berth,
according to the UEFA website, while
Montenegro applies for FIFA and
UEFAmembership,

Petkovic insisted that the team
had improved on the poor showing
in the first two World Cup mitches, o
1-0 defeat against the Netherlands,
and a 6-0 humiliation at the hands of
theinspired Argentinians el

"OF course it's a blow to our ego,
bt you have o understand the mwo
goals we scored are fantastic.”
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Petkovicexplained nteWednasday, =

"We need 1o reflect and prepare’
for the future, Everyonewill rerem-
berthisWorld Cup andso willwe."

The break-up of Yugoslavia gricd-
ually pared down one af Etdrope's
most competitive teams, which was
formed around its most powerful
Serbian core,

Hosnia-Herzegovina, Slovenia
and Croatia have been competing
separately since the 1990s and the
break-up has yielded at least one
otherworldclass teaminthe region.

Serbia and Montenegro striker Nikola Zigic (R) scores his side's first goal as Ivory Coast goalkeeper Boubacar Barry

G

divesin vain during their Group C match atthe Allianz Arenain Munich on Wednesday. A |
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