Af"‘ ans to fight
x’zade;fs
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Za on the people o
Afghanistan to rise up and fight for-
eign forces after a surge in violence
between US-led forcesand rebels, ina
newinternetvideoThumsday:

"I urge the Muslims of Kabul in
particular and across Afghanistan
in general to fight the invaders... to
join forees with the mujahedeen to
chase out the invaders and liberate
Afghanistan,” hesaid,

Zawnhirl was said to be speak-
ing the day after rioting on May 29
in the Afghan capital Kabul follow-
ing a traffic accident that left 20
peopladradamlscoresinlumd

The wiolence erupted after a
heavy US military truck lost control
and ploughed into several vehicles
at the northern entrance to the city
duringrush hour,

Zawahiri said in the video,
which lasted less than four mm-
utes, that the violence was "new
evidence of the crimes perpetrated
by American forces against the
Afghanpeople.”

India holds talks with
northeast rebel groups

AFP, Guwahati 2

Indian negotiators were Thursday
holding separate talks with repre-
sentatives of two powerful rebel
groups in a bid to end decades of
bloodshed in its remote northeast,
anofficial said.

Indian emissaries and leaders of
the Isak-Muivah faction of the
National Socialist Council of
Nagaland (NSCN-IM) were meet-
ing in Amsterdam while represen-
tatives of the outlawed United
Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA)
were in talks with government
negotiators in New Delhi, a home
ministry official said,

Home Minister Shivraj Patil was
heading the government team in
the Indian capital, the official, who
asked not to be identified, told AFP.

"Talks with both the NSCN-IM
and the ULFA are crucial for bring-
ing lasting peace in the northeast-
ern region and the government is

taking the negotiations very seri-
ously,” the official said from New
Delhi.

Federal minister without
portfolio Oscar Fernandes and
peace interlocutor K.
Padmanabhaiah were heading the
Indian side in the Amsterdam
talks, while the NSCN-IM team
was led by guerrilla leaders Isak
Chishi Swu and Thuingaleng
Muivah, the official said.

“Several important points
already given in our charter of
demands are likely to be discussed
in the talks,” senior NSCN-IM
leader Karibo Chawang said from
Nagalands commercial hub
Dimapur.

“That includes formalising the
historicrights of the Naga people to
stay under one administrative
setup.”

The NSCN-IM has been fighting
for more than six decades to unite
all Naga-inhabited areas of the

northeast by slicing off parts of
three neighbauring states to add to
the mountainous Nagaland prov-
ince.

The demand for the merger
that would unite 1.2 million
Nagas has been strongly opposed
by the surrounding states of
Assam, Manipur and Arunachal
Pradesh.

The NSCN-IM and New Delhi
have observed a ceasefire since
August 1997, renewed annually.
‘Thelatest truce expireson July31.

The rebels and the government
have held at least 50 rounds of
peace talks in the past nine years
on ending one of South Asia's
longest-running insurgencies.

The meeting in New Delhi, the
third between Patil and representa-
tives of ULFA, is being held against
a backdrop of explosions this
month blamed on the rebels in
Assam that killed eight and
wounded nearly 100.

PHOTO: AFP

Activists from the Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) wrap themselves in chains during a demonstration in
Srinagar yesterday. The protestors were detained by police after they took out to streets demanding the release of all
political prisoners lodged in differentjails across India.

Sri Lanka bishop
relates terror in

church

TANS, Calombo

Sri Lankan navy personnel opened
fire ‘and hurled grenades in a
church packed with frightened
Tamils, killing six men and women
and injuring dozens, a church
leader has complained to the
Vatican.
Bishop Rayappu Joseph has
given a horrific account of the
, attack on the Lady of Victory
church at Pesali in north-western
) M’.mnar district on Saturday. The
explosion severed the head ofa 75-
year-old Tamil Catholic woman.
Other navy personnel fired
through keyholes ihdiscri‘min ately,
killing two more Catholics and
Hinduseachand aMuslim.

The incident took place when
ithousands of Tamils huddled in the
schurch, Sti Lanka's biggest, follow-

ing fighting between the Sri Lankan
navy and fighters of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
* The outraged bishop said the
church had been desecrated "by
- unjust aggressors, the navy",
TamilNetwebsite reported.
"Today I buried the six civilians
murdered by the navy at Pesalai,"
the bishopwrote on Sunday.
According to Bishop Joseph,
much later, when the local navy
commander met some 7,000

Tamils in the area, they begged to
be allowed to flee to India by boats
or move to areas controlled by the
EFTE.

In his lengthy letter to the Holy
See, the bishop also described the
cold-blooded execution of five
fishermen "unfortunate enough to
be outside working on their boats™
when the fighting took place in the
Mannarsea.

The navy personnel fired
through holes in the main doors,
wounding many people, and then
forced open a window and tossed
two grenades,

This, the bishop said, resulted
"in one lady's head being blown
off in the church and several oth-
ers ';ust.'llning iniuries some
serious”.

He said the Sri Lmk.m n‘uhmry
refused permission for himto go tor
Pesalai to attend to the casualties.

He sald "military sources had
tried to spread false news stating
that there had been an attack by
LTTE on land at Pesalai on the
police and the navy had to open
fire."

TamilNet said the fishermen
were pleading for their lives, show-
ing the identity cards provided 1o
them by the navy, when they were
gunned down, in their heads and
through the mouth,
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A Sri Lankan Special Force (SF) unit on motorcycles leads an army patrol
outside Jaffna yesterday. The European Union, which [ast month banned the
Tigers as a terrorist organisation, urged the Sri Lankan government and
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to negotiate a settlement to the
conflictwhich has claimed more than 60,000 lives sinca 1972.
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AUSTRALIAN SCHOLARSHIPS: Australian Leadership Awards (ALA)
An opportunity for future leaders
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Application and Guideline

To be eligible for an ALA Scholarship, an applicant must:
» Be a citizen of an ALA eligible country (which includes Bangladesh)
* Be residing in a country other than Australia and apply from outside Australia
* Be under 42 years of age in the year of application
- = Have a conditional offer letter from an Australian university for entry into full time study in the above mentioned
study areas for masters or doctoral studies in Australia;
Have a record of high-level undergraduate or post-graduate academic achievement;
» Meet English language requirements:
o an IELTS Academic Test with a score of at least 6.5, with no band under 6.0; or
o a TOEFL test score of at least 580, including a score of at least 4.5 in the Test of
Written English; or
o have a degree from Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, the United States of
America, or Canada
The test score must have been achieved no longer than six months prior to the time of application.

The ALA Scholarship Application Form and guidelines can be downloaded from wwiw.a

Further Information: www.australianscholarships.gov.au
ala@ausaid. gov.an

Preference will be given to candidates who can demonstrate:
that they are in a leadership role, or
have the potential to assume a leadership role in the publie, private or community sectors

Awards will be alloeatéd equitably between men and women.

Download, print and carefully read the application form and instructions.

wsiid eov.avw/scl

The Australian Leadership Awards (ALA) is a new award scheme within the Australian Government's Australian
Scholarships program. The purpose of ALA scholarships is to develop leadership within the Asia Pacific region. ALA
scholarships are for longer-term post-graduate study in Australia at masters or doctoral level. Managed by the
Australian Agency for International Development (AusAlID), ALAs are competitive and open to citizens of 34
developing countries including Bangladesh.

Apﬁtications are now open and will close on 31 July 2006 for commencement at an Australian university in January 2007.

Relevant fields of study for an ALA include management, economics, business, political science, philosophy, history,law
and public policy. In 2007, priority fields will include international trade, disease pandemics, security and clean energy.

In each case merit will be given to candidates likely to influence development outcomes at the national and regional levels.

Submit all required documentation to AusAID in Canberra, Australia ensuring that it is received by the specified
application deadline (31 July 2006). The ALA program will be managed by AusAID in Australia.

Please read all the instructions carefully before making any enquiries. All queries should be sent to AusAlID Canberra.
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Maoists refuse to disarm,
accept UN supervision

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's Maoist rebels said
Thursday they are not prepared to
disarm but are willing to put their
army and their weapons under the
supervision of the United Nations.
The new government and the
Maoists reached a landmark
power-sharing agreement last
week, but Nepal's home minister
has said that the interim govern-
ment cannot be formed until the
Maoists lay down their weapons.
"We are not going to disarm. But
to create a conducive environment
for constituent assembly elections
we are willing to neutralise our
weapons and our army under UN
monitoring,” rebel spokesman
Krishna Bahadur Mahara told AFP,

Under last week's agreement
patliament will be dissolved and
power shared in a new interim
government, which is due to come
into being within amonth.

In the longer term the govern-
ment has pledged to hold constitu-
ent assembly elections to forma a
body that will permanently rewrite
the constitution, and most likely
remove the king [rom politics
permanenetly.

King Gyanendra was forced to
give up 14 months of direct rule in
April after weeks of often bloody
protests organized by political
parties and the Maoists,

Mahara said the rebels would
not use arms during the constitu-
ent assembly elections and called
on the army to match the move. A

ceasefireis currently in force.

"We are expecting UN monitor-
ing and technical assistance for the
management of arms from both
sides," he said.

The question ofthe rebels laying
down arms was not addressed in
their eight-point agreement. But
Home Minister Krishna Prasad
Sitaula said on Wednesday the
issue must be addressed before the
power-sharing arrangement
comesinto effect.

"Formation of the interim gov-
ernment is not possible without
settling the Maoists' arms issues,”
Sitaula said.

The Maoists have been fighting
to install a communist republie for
the past decade at the cost of more
thin 12,500lives.

AFP, Srinagar

One person wal iﬂla o
injured Thursday in o gxenadc
attack on the home of a so-called
dervish in revolt-hit Indian
Kashmir, police saied

The attack in the town of
Sopore, 50 kilometers north of the
summer capital S 7 Was on
the house of Abdul d Sopori,
who has attracted scores of {o!
ers believing he canheal thesick,

"His followers were hurt in the
explosion aswell asa policeman," a
police spokesman said.

Dervishes are linked to a mystic
[slamic sect called Sufis who some-
times dance in a trance- ﬂk& state
while praying to God.

Islamic groups in Indian
Kashmir waging a separatist insur-
gency have called for stricter inter-
pretations of Islam including bans
onpractices suchasSufiism.

But the attack on Sopori, who
escaped unhurf, was not appar-
entlylinked toreligion, police said.

Pakistan confirms
arrest of missing
journalist

AFP, Karachi

Pakistani police said Thursday they
had arrested a Journalist for a
private television news channel
who went missing in March while
allegedly filming & military base
used by US forces.

Mukesh Rupeta, a correspon-
dent for GEO television, and
another person named Sanjay
Kumar were arrested under the
Official Secrets Act,” Manzoor
Khoso,apolice officer in southern
cityofJacobabad, told AFE

"Both of them have been
arrested under the Official Secrets
Actand on other eriminalcharges,"
Khoso said without elaborating
The pair would soon be produced
in court in Jacobabad for remand,
headded.

The journalist alleged he had
been mistreated in custody and
said the charges against him were
false,

Tibetan exiles
to protest
China's new
rail link to
Lhasa

AFP, Dharamsala

Tibetan exiles said Thursday they
will protest next month's opening
of the world's highest railway
which links the Himalayan plateau
withthe rest of China.

Exiles said they would hold
rallies outside Chinese consulates
worldwide against the July I open-
ing of the railway which they fear
will lead to a flood of Chinese set-
tlers intoremoteTibet.

"This railway will have devastat-
ing consequences for our people as
Beijing tries to overwhelm our
population, dilute our culture and
exploit our land," said Ngawang
Woeber head of a group of former
Tibetan political prisoners helping
organise the protests.

Beijing has hailed the railway,
which spans 2,040 kilometres from
Golmud in northwest Qinghai
province to the Tibetan eapital of
Lhasa, as another step in modem-
ising the region.

Construction began in 1958,
seven years after China formally
annexed Tibet after Chinese troops
invaded a year earlier forcing the
region's spiritual leader, the Dalai
Lama, to flee to the Indian
hillstation of Dharamsala.

Complaint
filed against
Aamir Khan

P11, Ahmedabad

Joining the band wagen, the
Bramha Samaj of Porbandar on
Thursday filed a police complaint
against actor Aamir Khan, Yashraj
Films and owner of Amber Theatre
of Jamnagar in connection with the
death of Pravin Joshi, who commit-
ted sell-immolation to protest the
screening of movie Fanaa.

"We have received complaint
from the Bramha Samaj against
Aamir Khan and others and have
forwarded the complaint to
Jamnagar police for necessary
action," in-charge DSP of
Porbandar H R Mulliana said.

Joshi self-immolated on June 11
in the toilet of Amber cinema hall
to protestscreening of Fanaa.

The screening of the film was
withdrawn by the Cinematog-
rapher Exhibitors Association after
the actor had taken a stand against
Narmada dam issue and partici-
pated in the sit in organised by the
Narmada Bachao Andolan and its
leader Medha Patkar in New Delhi.

Meanwhile, the Bramha Sama)
of Jamnagar has declared financial
assistance of Rs one lakh/to the

[

family of Joshi.

GM HRM
Shanta Washworks Limited

ARE WE LOOKING FOR ONLY YOuU?

Shanta Washworks Ltd. is a state-of-the-art Washing and Finishing plant located in
DEPZ at Savar. We are a joint venture between renowned Shanta Group and Washworks
Hong Kong Limited. We are on the look out for two dynamic young persons at their early
thirties to become the Managers, Production. The ideal candidates should pOSbcss the
following educational background and experience: :

® Should posses a degree in Management/Electrical & Electronic engineering,
Should have adequate work experience in mid management level.

Should have work experience in production.
Should be analytically sound.

Should have sound communication skill in English.
An MBA from a reputed university would be a definite advantage.

Attractive remuneration package with transport facility will awaits the right candidate.

If you think you are the right people for the position then please apply within 7 days of
publication of this ad to the following address:

Plot no. 219, DEPZ, Savar, Dhaka

Alternately you can mail your ev to: ahmer@silepz.shantagroup.com

@Research- Career Opportunities at CPD

I P A

Senior Research Associate / Research Associafe

The Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), a premier civil society think-tank, is planning to recruit a
number of qualified professionals who are interested to pursue an intellectually challenging career
that demands commitment, initiative and creativity. .

Senior Research Associate

The ideal candidate will have a Post Graduate/Masters degree in Social Sciences including

Economics,

International Relations, Public Administration, Finance, Statistics or Business

Administration. At least three first divisions/class in relevant subject or a minimum CGPA of 3.75 is
required. The successful candidate for Senior Research Associate will have at [east fwo years of
effective service experience in an academic position. Requirements may be relaxed for candidates
with foreign degree and/or significant publications. S/he will work as a member of the core research
team at CPD. The salary is in the scale of Tk, 18,000 - 900 x 10 - 27,000 - 1,350 x 6 - 35,100, with
incentive bonuses and other admissible benefits. Higher compensation will be considered for

eminently qualified professionals,

Research Associate

The ideal candidate will have a Post Graduate/Masters degree in Social Sciences including

Economics,

International Relations, Public Administration, Finance, Stafistics. or Business

Administration. At least three first divisions/class in relevant subject or a minimum CGPA of 3.75 is
required. S/he will work as a member of the core research team at CPD. The salary is in the scale
of Tk. 13,000 - 650 x 10 - 19,500 - 975 x 6 - 23,350, with incentive bonuses and other admissible
benefits. Higher compensation will be cansidered for eminently qualified professionals.

Essential for both positions: Geod analytical abilities, excellent drafting skills in both Bangla and
English, strong communication skills and high computer literacy. Should be willing o wark under
pressure in a highly competitive environment.

Shortlisted candidates will be invited for a written test to be followed by an interview. Interested
candidates should provide their resume and a photograph by post, fax or electronic mall by

Thursday, 13 July 2006.

Contact Address: CPD, GPQ Box 2129, Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh.
Fax: (880 2) 9135269; E-mail: hkabir@cpd-bangladesh.org; Website: www.cpd-bangladesh.org



