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Leaders of Awami League-led 14-
party opposition combine yesterday
alleged that the ruling four-party
coalition government is conspiring

to hand over power through uncon-
stitutional means to foil the forth-
comingpasliamentaryelections.

- Theyalsoalleged that the govern-
ment is trying to make parliament
ineffective using their lawmakers to
deliver inelecent and unpariiamen-
tary spee stthe Leader of the
Oppo

sition Sh ¢h Hlasina aiming to
force the main opposition AL to

resign. _
The 14-party leaders were speak-
ingatarallyat Muktangon inthe city
on combine organised
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protest the police atrocities on the
opposition men during the Election
Commission (EC) Siege Programme
on June 20 and BNP lawmakers'
derogatory remarks against AL
President Sheikh Hasina in parlia-
mentonjunel9,

Relterating its stance to resist any
election without the implementa-
tion of the reform proposals and
resignation of the chief election
commissioner (CEC) and two other
"politically appointed” commission-
ers, the opposition leaders urged the
countrymen to blockade roads, rall
tracks and river routes on July 2 to
compel the government (o aecept
the demands.

Abdur Razzalk said the BNP law=
maker, who made indecent remarks
on Sheikh Hasina in the House, will

OVt conspires to foil
lls: 14-party

be resisted in the streets if he makes
suchremarkagain.

Tofall Ahmed said the govern-
ment had recruited hundreds of
party workers including accused in
Ramna Batomul blasts case in police
department who are now carrying
outtorture on the opposition.

Rashed Khan Menon said until
the reform proposals are imple-
mehted the countrymen would have
to listen unparlismentary speeches
inparliament.

Presided over by Mofazzel
Hossain Chowdhury Maya, the rally
was also addressed by Amir Hossain
Amu, Motia Chowdhury,
Mohammad Nasim, MA Gani, Nurul
Islam, Zakir Hossain, Dr Asit Baran
Ray, Syed Zafor Sazzad and Harun
Chowdhury.

The opposit
mmlggg_l_lmdb?apmmsiun to

Dutch-Bangla
Bank support for
HIV positives
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Foithe second consecutiveyear, Dtitch-
Bangla Bank Limited (DBBL) has come
totheaidofFIV/AIDS patients.

The bank, as part of its eorporate
social responsibility, has initinted a
programmetitled'Caring patientsliving
with AIDS' under which [the FIV-
positivepeople receivdmedical support
andfun;ﬁs?pp!emhnm.

. VA s’pm’ﬁmr‘ne held at a city hotel

yesterday, the, bank distributed -treat-
ment cards to 27 patients, raising the
number of cardd halders o 50. Last year,
23 HIVpasitivesreceivedthe cards.

The bank provides the cand holders
with medicines, clinical support and

food sup| ents, said the DBBL
aulhnﬁt(ghm

Addressing the programme, DBBL
g Director Yeasin Ali said
v has a duty to serve society
and the bank ;acsiatbeen doing this
throughvarious PrOgrammes.
The HIV are the most dis-
tressed group in society, he said, adding
that everyone should come forward to
help themliveanormallife.
Healsostessed theneed {orimprov-
ing the diagnostic system (o easily
detectthevirus.
Yeasin Ali called on the people to
m-ﬁ portto HIV/AIDS patientsso

thatth tfeelostracised.
He alsa refterated the bank's continu-
oussupportiorthe HIVpositives.
Maj. Gen. (retd) Dr ASM Motiur
Rahman, chairman of Technical Sub-
Committee of National AIDS
Committee, distributed the cards as the
chiefgue:

Buest.

D Motiursaid the HIV/AIDS patients
suffer from social teprivation. So, they
&.;admtuuhfmmgulma]msympa&

coopertion, mental support an
care, headded.

Lauding the bank's initiatives, he
called on the well-off peaple and other
organisations to tome forward to help
suchpatents. |

" Refenringto official and NGO statistics,
hesaid thenumberofHIV positives in the
country is much smaller compared (o
other South Asian countries and it is ime
to take steps [0 prevent spread of the

Dr Motiug also called for raising
awareness about HIVIAIDS among
b l:'MIm: NGO rep

1hik an NGO nta-
medical consultant of DEBL, KS Tabrez,
deputymanagingdirectorofDBBL, and
Brother were also present at the
PIOgrammme.

Bill on nat'l
accreditation
board placed
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Abillwas placedin the Jatiya Sangsad
yesterday proposing to form a
national accreditation board, which
would aceredit laboratories, license
isguing bodies and training instifu-
tions.

Industries Minister Motiur
Rahman Nizami piloted the bill titled
"Bangladesh Acereditation Act,
2006. " Nizami said, "I the accredita-
tion system introduces for different
testing, assessment and quality
certificates itwill help ensure quality
of productsandservices."

The bill pmpased to form a 12-
member national accreditation
board that would work follawing
guidelines of different internally
standard bodies like the
International Organisation for
Standardisation (IS0) and the
international Electro Technical
“Comumission (IEC).

{ PHOTO; STAR
Maj. Gen. (retd.) Dr ASM Motiur Rahman, chairman of Technical Sub-Committea of National AIDS Committee, speaks
"ataf)rol'gmmw titled 'Caring patients living with AIDS' at a city hotel yesterday.

Fix minimum wage at

Tk 3,000 for RMG workers
Speakers tell roundtable
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Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
reiterated the need to fix the minimum
wage at Tk 3,000 for the workers of
garmentfactoriesimmediately.

Fhe concept of minimum wage
should be clear to everybody, they
said, adding that fixing of minimum
wage does not mean that it would
raisethewagesin all factories.

“We should also think about the
implementation mechanism so that
it could be activated soon and the
review of remuneration should be
made compulsory through amend-
ment to related laws," said Sultan
Ahmed of Bangladesh [nstitute of
LabourStudies (BILS),

Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers' Association (BNWLA)
organised the roundtable on 'Fixing
the minimum wage for garment
industries and our duties’ at a city
hotel. Representatives of [actory
owners and workers and govern-
ment officials took partin the discus-
sion.

Theobjective of the roundtableis to
place recommendations in order to
help the wage commission fix the
minimum wage and implement it
without any delay, said BNWLA
Execttive DirectorSalmaAli.

The speakers also called for
reformsofthe wage commission.

"Though the productivity rate in
the country's garment industryis the
highest in the region, the wage is the
lowest in the world. The members of
the commission should consider
market price, inflation and dollar
exchange rate while fixing the mini-
mum wage," said Abul Ehsan, presi-
dent of Textile Garment Sramik
Federation.

SM Fazlul Haque, a director of
Bangladesh GarmentManufacturers
and Exporters' Association
(BGMEA), said a delegation of the
association would soon visit
indonesia, Cambodia, India, Sri

Lanka, Thailand and Nepal to see
theirwage award systems.

Presentingtherecommendations
prepared by the BNWLA in consulta-
tion with different groups, Fawzia
Karim Firoz called for a review of the
existing grade system and reformed
structure. A tripartite m,_cmj;g[é'gg
committee should also be formed 1o
review the situation of garment
factories.

Independent member of the
wage commission Proflgbal Ahmed,
GM Kader MP Chairman of 3rd
labour court Abdul Mannan, and
Secretary to the labour and employ-
ment ministry Sujauddin Ahmed
alsospoke.

Girl commits
suicide as she
fails SSC exams
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A girl student, who appeared in the
S5C examination this year, com-
mitted suicide at her house at
North Goran in the city yesterday
asshecould not pass the exam.

The victim was identified as
Rabeya Akhter Sathi, 16, daughter
of Police Inspector Abdul Barek.
She was found hanging from over-
head shower stand at her bath-
roomatabout4.00pm.

Her family members rushed
Sathi to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where the doctors
declared her dead.

Her sister Lucky Akhter told
reporters that Sathi went to her
school at around noon to check her
results, but when she returned
home, she looked very upset.

Sathi, a student of Khilgaon
Muadel School, appeared in the 55C
examination under humanities

group.
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tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at many places over Rajshahi, Dhaka,
Chittagong and Sylhet and a few places over Khulna and Barisal
divisions in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Maoderately heavy falls are also likely at places, said Met Office,
predicting nearly unchanged day temperature over the country.

Highest temperature 35.0 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Comilla and lowest24.5 degree Celsiusat Sylhet.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:49pm today and rises at 5:12am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
inCelsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 325 24.8 76 89
Chittagong 3.4 255 B2 76
Hajshahi 33.8 25.5 89 7
Khulna 33.2 26.0 T 78
Barisal 31.4 26.5 78 75
Sylhet 32.9 24.5 96 67

Cox's Bazar 32.0 26.5 69 79

Obituary

Eng Md Abdul Malek, manager of
Bangladesh Titas Gas Transmission
and Distribution Company, passed
awayyesterdayat the age of 48, says
apressrelease.

He was buried at the Martyr
Intellectuals Graveyard yesterday.

His qulkhwani will be held at his
residence (6C, Eskaton View, 120/1
Hskaton) in the city tomorrow after
Asr prayers.

AlhajAbul Maksud Khan

Alhaj Abul Maksud Khan, father of
human right activist Alena Khan,
passed away yesterday at the age of
86 at his village home in Pabna,
saysapressrelease.

During his lifetime he estab-
lished many schools, colleges,
hospitals in his locality. He also
worked for women education and
developmentin Pabna.

Secretary of Bangladesh Society
for the Enforcement of Human
Rights condoled his death and
expressed sympathy to his
bereaved family members.

Death anniversary

Today is the
15th death
anniversary of
Mary Gomez, a
teacher of Little
1 Jewel School
and religious
|l and social
= worker, says a

[ e |

presstelease.

On the occasion, prayers will be
offered at Ramna Church, her grave
in Wari cemetery and at a her
mother's residence at Thomas
Tower at Kakrail in the city.

Madhu Sen Gupta
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Taday is the second death anniver-
sary of former newspaper agent
| Madhu Sen Gupta.

The family members will organ-
ise a discussion, recitation from the
Geeta and special prayers at his
residence at eity's DC Road in
Dewan Bazararea.

Qulkhwani

Oulkhwani of MA Bari Talukdar,
son of late Abdul Hady Talukdar,
and former superintencdent engi-
neer of the Water Development
Board, will be held at his residence
atHouse 10, Road 5, Dhanmondiin
the city after Asr prayers today, says
@ pressrelease.

Chehltiim
T Chehium of

AFM Imam
Hossain, for-
mer additional
secretary, will
be held today,

54y5 a press
release.

- “aes On the
occasion, a doa and milad mahfil
will be held at the Mosque near his
residence at Road No-9, House No-
Z1, Block-B, PC Culture Housing
Society, Mohammadpur after Asr
prayers.

Imam passed away on May 13 at
theage of65.

Maleka Hosna Afroz

Chehlum of
Maleka Hosna
Afroz (Ranu),
wife of late MI
Chowdhury,
.| former joint
= secretary, will
be held at her
residence at 54,
New Eskaton, in the city after Asr
prayers today, says a press release.

Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to attend the
chehlum and pray for salvation of
the departed soul.

Ali Morshed Mahmood

Chehlum of Ali Morshed
Mahmood will be held today, says a
pressrelease,

On the oceasion, a doa mahfil
will be held and foods will be dis-
tributed among the orphans in the
Koghukhet Orphanage at Dhaka
Cantonmentinthecity

Doa mahfil will also be held
after Ast prayers at the residence of
thedeceased.

Shraddha
T =1 Shraddha of Dr
| Manjusree
| Chowdhury, an
eminent edu-
cationist and
litterateur, will
be held on the
Dhakeshwari
= Temple pre-

mises today, says a press release.
She passed away at Birdem

Hospitalin thecityonJune 11 atthe
ageof80.

Probe into death of

journo demanded

Bangladesh Nari Sangbadik Kendra
(NSK} and Bangladesh Mohila
Parishad (BMP) demanded proper
investigationinto the unnatumaldeath
of Journalsit Shanta Sultana, says a
presselease.

They also expressed deep shack at
herdeath,

In a statement NSK President
Nasimul Ara Hue said, "With Shanta's
death, welostapotential journalist”.

Jubilant faces of SSC examinee:

The By Star

iy

$SC examinaes who came out successful with flying calours celebrate on their school premises fallowing the publication of their results yesterday. (Clock-
wise from top left) Holy Cross School in Dhaka, Govt. Laboratory High School in Dhaka, Govt. Collegiate School in Chittagong, Govt. Khastagir School in

Chittagong, Ispahani Schoolin Chittagong and [deal High Scheoolin Dhaka.

'‘Raise budgetary
allocation for
people with
disability’
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Speakers at a press conference
yesterday called for increased allo-
cation for people with disability in
the proposed budget for FY2006-07.

They said the demands of the
challenged people were not praperly
reflected in the budget except an
increase inthenumberofrecipients.

The press conference titled
'Rights of the persons with disability
in the National Budget 2006-07" was
organised by Action on Disability
and Development at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity auditorium.

Reading out a written statement,
Arannyo Rayhan, executive director
of D-Net, said in the mid-term
planning of social welfare ministry
for FY2007- 09, a total of Tk 25,76
billion has been allocated for chal-
lenged people in six major sectors
including education and rehabilita-
tion.

But only five percent of the total
number of people with severe dis-
abilities will receive the allowance
by the FY 2009, he said.

Referring to a pre-budget work-

' shop on people with disability on

May 31, Rayhan said only one of
their six demands is met in alimited
wayinthe proposed budget.

The workshop demanded Tk
500 for 2.25 lakh challenged people
whereas the allocation has been
made as Tk 200 for 1.64 lakh people
per month, headded. _

Speaking on the oceasion
Mosharraf Flossain, country direc-
torof ADD), urged the government to
sanction stipend worth Tk 200 per
month up to university level for at
least one lakh challenged students
in rural areas to prevent their drop
outfromeducation.

He also called for allocating Tk 50
to 60 crore in the budget for easy
movement of people with disability
everywhere.

Umme Kulsum Ranjana, presi-
dent of Jatiya Protibondhi Nari
Parishad, suggested participation
of people with disability in the pre-
h,udgetministerialmeetlngs ;

"Only people with disability can
place their demands in a better
way," Kulsum said, adding, * There
should be reserved seat for chal-
lengedwomen in parliament."

Sukomol Roy, programme co-
ordinator of Sacial Assistance and
Rehabilitation for the Physically
Vulnerable (SARPV), Akhtar Hossain,
president of Jatiya Trinomul
ProtibondhiSangstha, and represen-
tatives of different organisations
working with the people withdisabil-
ity from across the country also
spoke on the occasion.

They alleged that often the social
service officials and unit members
demand bribes from challenged
persons for government allowance.

They also criticised the lengthy
implementation process of pov-
ernment's directions in this regard.

Currencies worth

Tk 2.45cr seized
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Foreign currencies worth over Tk
2.45 crore were seized from a passen-
ger at Zia International Airport (Z1A)
onWednesdaynight.

Two people were arrested in this
connection.

Police said they first arrested
Burul Hag who was bound for
Singapore in a Singapore Airlines
flightataround 1 L:45pm.

CHILD KILLING
Ashim on 2-day
remand

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday placed
Anthony Ashim Gomes, accused of
killingachild, ona two-dayremancd.
Ashim was arrested from his
Monipuri Para at Tejgaon in the early
hours ofWednesday after the mother

of victim Emon, filed a case against’

him. The mother of the three-and-a-
half-year-old boy worked at Ashim's
house as adomestichelp.

During the interrogation, Ashim,
amasters student of Tejgaon College,
told police yesterday that he only
slapped Emon because he did not
prepare hislessons.

‘Anwara, however, told The Daily
Star that Ashim never taughtherson.

Following a secret information
police and customs officials chal-
lenged Nurulat Gate No 10 ataround
S45pim.

They searched his luggage and
found Saudi, Omaniand Qatari riyal,
Kuwaiti diner, UK pounds and
Bangladeshitaka.

The currencies were kept hidden
inside the clothes and packets of
dried fish.

Nurul, who hails from Sreepur in
Gazipus, told the police that he had
earlier carried currencies eight to
nine times. !

He said the cumencies do not
belong to him. Aman, whomhedoes
not know, used to send the curren-
cies to him througha driver.

Nurul could not give any further
details about the owner, but pro-
vided police and customs officials
with his mobile phonenumber.

Later, police called one Anisur
over the mabile phone informing
him that his carrier had been
arrested.

Police also enticed him saying
that they would release Nurul, if he
(Anisur) provides them with Tk 5

As Anisur came and offered the
money, police arrested him.

Customs officials said the con-
signment is the largest eurrency
smugglingincidentinrecentiimes.

Police produced the arrestees
before the court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate with a
prayerforfive daysremand.

Seminar

World University organises a seminar
on “Prospects and Application of
Mechatronics Engineering in
Bangladesh". Venua: RDEC
Auditorium, LGED Bhaban. Time:
3.00pm.

Painting competition

The prize glving ceremony of
*Grammen Phone Zainul- Quameul
International Children's Painting
Compelition 2006" will be held. Venue:
Shahead Zia auditorium. Time: 4.00pm.

Open discussion

Health and Social Voluntary Centre will
hold an open discussion on "The
necessity of maintaining a drug-free
workplace”. Venus: National Prass
Club. Time:4.00pm.

Public meeting

Communist Parly of Bangladesh
organises a public meeting. Venue:

Al
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Muktangan. Time; 3.00pm.

Fruit fair

Drishti arganisesa fruit falr. Venue: TSC
of Dhaka Univarsity. Time: 10.30am.

Orientation programme

Natianal Polytechnic Institute will hold
its Orientation Programme’ 06, Venue:
Glass and Ceramic Institute auditarium.
Time: 10.00am.

Extended meeting

An extended mesting of the ceniral
body of Jubo Gano Forum will be held.
Venue: Juba Gopa Forum Central
Office. Time: 10.00am.

Human chain

Save Environment Movement and
Bangladesh Photojournalist
Assaclation will form a human chain
demanding the recovery of all play-
grounds in old Dhaka, Venue:
Armanitola playground. Time: 10,00am.

(: BoARD SSC EXAMS .
3725 get GPA-5
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The pass rate and the number of GPA-
5 achievers in the Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) Examination held
under Chittagong Education Board
(CEB) this year are the highest in last
five years.

The pass rate s 63,87 per cent this
year whereas last yearit was 60,92 per
cent. The number of GPA-5 holders
has increased to 3725 this year from
2265 last year. :

Twenty-one schoals have
achieved cent per cent pass rate while
the number of hundred per cent pass
rate achievers in the examination last
yearwns twelve, 1

Out of total of 60974 examinees
appeared, 30942 came out Success-
fullyinthis year'sexam.

Faujdarhat Cadet College
recorded the best result in the board
with 93.75 per cent of ifs candidates
obtaining GPA-5. From this institu-
ton 48 examinees sat for the exam
with 45 students obtaining the feat.
Ispahani Public School and College is
second in this regard with 88.68 per
cent candidates (104 out of 117)
getting GPA-5. The institution
recorded cent per cent success with
another 20instinutions.

As far as the number of GPA-5

ho}flers is r:uncemgg; i 0;91%
Collegiate Schooltops the listwith 29
students. Dr tagic Girls High

School stands second with 240 of its
examinees getting GPA-5. The pass
rates of these two sehools are 98.95
and 98,68 percentrespectively.

The other suceessful schools and
the number of GPA-5 achievers are---
Chittagong Government High Schoal
- 122, BangladeshWomen Association
(Bawa) School - 119, Nasizbac Govt
Boys High Schoal - 114, Naval
Academy School - 105, Ispahani
Public School and College - 104, Govt
Muslim High School - 104, Nasirabad
Girls High School - 95 and Chittagong

Dr Zakir receiygg’,_
Oman university
Research Award
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Zakir Hossain,
an assistant
professor of
Sultan Qaboos
University,
.;, mp _heﬂﬂ

Research Award' by the
recently, saysa pressreleas
He has been working
versitysince January:
D?Huss ain m i
30 research papers in | :
econometrics, financial economet-
rics and business statistics in presti-
giousinternational journals.
His research work mainly focuses
on the estimation of true relation-
ships and growth pattern of the
parameters of econametrie, financtal
and many other quantitative models.
He also anthored @ book on financial
econametrics publishedinthe UK.




