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CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
]’ UNE 19 was the second of the

three-day classical dance and
instrumental programme
organised by the Department of

Production, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy (BSA). While the first day
ofthe programme was dedicated to
the teacher-student duo in classi-
cal dance, the second day was
exclusively for the students to

Graceful dancers charm the audience at the programme
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Promoting awareness on classical dance
A buzz-worthy programme at Shilpakala Academy

showcase their solo flair in this
magnificent form of art. The third
day will be for the teachers of clas-
sical instrumental music,
According to Zinnat Barkatullah,
director, Department of

Production, BSA, “Prior to 'Parti-
tion', Bangladesh, India and
Pakistan shared a common cultuire.
However, after 1947, the classical
dance forms almost became exclu-
sively Indian. Hence to réincarnate
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the classical dance form in our
country we have been sending
manyof ourstudents to prestigious
dance schools in India to learn the
art. Today will be a display of their
finesse.”

True to her words, one by one
the performers came on to a sim-
ple yet elegantly decorated stage,
dazzling the audience with their
vibrant choice of costumes and an
array of graceful performances.
They were selected from all over

Bangladesh, not to mention the

dancers exclusively trained in
India. The numbers of spectators
gradually picked upto a fullhouse.
With the auditorium resonating in
classical beats and teals, the danc-
ers presented splendid soul
appetising solos.

There were four main dance
forms, namely Odissi, Manipuri,
Bharatnatyam and Kathak. The
performers were Proma Obonti,
Warda Rihab, Bebi Rozario, Sabbir
Ahmed Khan, Sudeshna
Swayamprabha, Shumaiya
Chowdhury, Salma Begum,

« Shampreeti Rezwana Rahman;

Bidhan Chandra, Rokeya Begum,
Sarita Haidar, Mehraj Haque,
Samina Hossain, Omo Komolika,
Tahmina Islam, Trina Das, Sabrina
Safiand Tabassum Ahmed.

In the words of Bharatnatyam
dancer Rokeya Begum, “Itis for the
first time in Bangladesh that a
government initiative has been
taken to showcase exclusive classi-
cal dance. While there are many
private organisations doing the
same, an effort by the government
should boost the art” Adds 17-
year-old Kathak dancer Mehraj,
“The number of classical dance
enthusiasts in our country is lim-
ited. Such programmes will gener-
ate interest and appreciation for
theartamong themasses.”

Monsoon Book Fair in the city
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A 15-day long Borshar Boi Mela
(Monsoon Book Fair), organised by
“Annite; dissoniatythe Bxhibition

Centre, Basundhara City shopping
mallfrom June 15,

"Our main objective is 10 cre-
ate new opportunities for the
publishers and diseributors ol

Teen Paw-er Golpo, by Fazilatunnesa was launched at the book fair by Poet
Rafig Azad (3-1). Prominent writers and litterateurs also attended the event
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their books during the mon-
soon,” commented one of the
organisers. The reason is evident-
the Dhaka Book Fair and Amar
Ekushey Book Fair are: held
between December and March.
Apart from that, publishers go
through a lean period when no
major book fairs are held in the
city. The situation worsens in the
rainy season. "This has prompted
us to plan the fair at this lime," he
added.

The fair has' featured 80 stalls,
allotted for 62 publishers. Some
NGOs, newspapers and foreign
cultural centres are among the
participants. Foreign publications
are available in some stalls.
However, the sale of pirated books
is prohibited.

Different stalls are offering
discounts up to 25 per cent. Visitors
have free access to the fair. The fair
will remain open from 10 am to
9.30 pm.

Popular author Humayun
Ahmed inaugurated the fair while
novelist Emdadul Haque Milon
was presentas special guest.
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Shubarna Chowdhury
Depicting seasonal diversity

in songs

Shubarna Chowdhury

Shubarna Chowdhuiry is an upcoming artiste whose
first album featuring Tagore and Nazrul songs created
a buzz. Very few albums combine works by both
masters and to be able to render songs ofboth genres
with panache, isa commendable feat,

Inher ownwords: "I grew up with rich and melodi-
ous tunes of Bengalisongs with its many facets, Thave
been training since I was six. However, | wanted to
take my time and prepare myself to come to the fore-
front. I neverbelieved in quick gains.”

Shubarna's debut album, Aporoop Roop-e high-
lights the diversity ofnature and the seasons of splen-
dour. The audience also comes across an expert use of
poetry throughout the album, Excerpts from poems
have been selected as preludes to the songs,
Combined they are put to make this Ode to Nature; a
celebration ofthe sixseasons.

While rendering the songs, the artiste experiments
with different vocal styles. To the expert ear the
changes in presentation are figured out instantly
whereas an average listener finds her vocals simply

Performers at the celebration
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Benuka Institute of Fine Arts (BIEA)
honoured three eminent artistes at
the organisation's 26th anniver-
sary programme on June 19. The
ceremony took place at the Shishu
Academyauditorium.

The event was divided into three
sessions. In the first session, BIFA
presented awards to the recipients.
Then followed a short discussion,
and then the main attraction--the
cultural event, featuring songs,
dance and recitation by students
andteachers of BIEA.

These year's awardees are Azad
Rahman, Amanul Haque and

" Rawshan Ara Mustafiz,

Cultural personality and com-

poser Azad Rahman received the
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Benuka Institute of Fme
Arts celebrates: 26th
anniversary

National Film Award in 1977 and in
1993. He is the secretary of
Bangladesh Federation of Film
Societies.

Renowned dance teacher
Amanul Haque received higher
training in dance from Ghono
Shyam Rhythmic Art Cenitre
Karachi. Haque, also a composer, is
a recipient of Bachshash award in
1985 for best music director for the
filmn Dohan.

Rawshan Ara Mustafiz, an emi-
nent Nazrul artiste is a recipient of
the prestigious Ekushey Padak
2006.

The chief guest was ATM Ataur
Rahman, secretary Ministry of
Cultural Affairs. The ceremony was
presided over by Abu Saleh, secre-
tary of BIFA.

An evening of Nazrul songs
by Chhayanat
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Nazrul is an integral part of the
cultural life of Bangladesh. To
uphold the essence of the songs of
the maestro, Chhayanat, a cultural
organisation, arranged a perfor-
mance, at the National Museum,
on June 19, The function included
choral and solo renditions of
Nazrulsongs.

soothing, Debosree took the stage with a
song Keuw bholye na keu bholey.
BY PROTIMA CHAKRABARTY Munni performed Potho hara
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Students of Chhayanat render a song

pakhi, Nobonita rendered Jak na
nishi. Proyoti's presentation of
Abar bhalobashar shadh and
Kalpana's Mora chhinu ekela were
well appreciated. The othersingers
who performed in the programme
were Bijon (Bhoria poran), Julio

. (Dolon champa boney: doley),

Anandita (Adho dhoroni alo),
Lucky (Chokh gelo chokh gelo) and
Monira (Beshuro binay bethar).
The event ended with a choral
rendition of Jago narnijago.
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TalkShow

Host: Aly Zaker

Aloy Bhuban Bhora
OnChanneliat09:35pm
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PICK OF THE DAY

FIFAWorld Cup 2006
On ESPN at 07:50pm
Group D: Portugal Vs Mexico
Live from Gelsenkirchen
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