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Striker Owen Rooney (C), who is expected tostartin England's lineup in today's match against Sweden, attempts to tackle Joe Cole (L) as John Terry watches
during atra]nlng sessionin Buhlerial on Saturday.

Miracle on
mind

~AEP, Bonn

Japan may have only the slimmest
of chances of beating Brazil for
sutvival in the World Cup, but the
Asian champions have not ruled
out a "miracle win" over the five-
time holders.

"Football throws up some unex-
pected results," Japan coach Zico
said after the 0-0 draw against
Croatiakeptalive both sides' hopes
to reaching the second round. "We
know how good Brazil are, but we
intend to give them arealbatde.”

(“Weare hanglng on by the skin
of ‘our teeth,” said goalkeeper
Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi whose
masterfql ‘save of a Croatian pen-
alty'kept a clean sheet for Japan in
Nuremberg on Sunday.

. “Twill give all 1 have. Never mind
if I’d: get' cramps and' collapse,”
added the former Portsmouth
keéper. .

Kawaguchirepelled a barrage of
shots -~ incl uding a Roberto Carlos
freekick -~ when Japan upset Brazil
1-0/in Miami in the first round of
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics.

_The victory, albeit at an under-
age level, is I‘und]y remembered at
home asthe "miracle of Miami."

Japan also take pride in a 2-2
draw against Brazil in the first
round of the Confederations Cup
inGermanyayear ago.

“We should not be afraid just
because our opponents are Brazil,
We have experience of playing
them before," Zico said.

In World Cup Group E Brazil
reached the second round on
Sunday by defeating Australia 2-0.
The Australians beat Japan 3-1 in
theiropener.

BothJapan and Croatia trail two
points behind Australia and they
need to atleast win their last group
games on Thursday to stay in con-
tention.

Then, gon! difference will

decide who gets the second of the
group's two tickets for the knock-
outstages.

1As for Japan, they must beat
Brazil by a margin of two goals,
provided that Croatia defeat
Australiabyno morethanone goal.
1 think Japan will lose against
Brazil, o 1 believe we still have a
real chance of qualifying for the
next. rcmnd
DadoPrso.
“In bnth ‘Eames agalnst Bragil
SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

_said Croatia striker |

1958 inspiration
for Eriksson

AFP, Berlin

Sven Goran Eriksson is a keen
student of history and England will
be hoping he can have the same
impacton their football team in his
swansong here at the World Cup as
an Englishman had on the Swedish
team in 1958 -- the sole difference
being thatthey win it.

George Raynor, a typically no-
nonsense Yorkshireman, guided
Sweden to the World Cup final on
home turf having been recom-
mended to the Swedes very kindly

by the English Football Association!

Despite the plethora of coun-
tries willing to hire foreign coaches
to secure success they have a
remarkably poor record with just
Raynor and Austrian Ernst Happel,
in charge of the Netherlands at the
1978 edition, guiding their teams to
the finals - both losing to Brazil and
Argentinarespectively.

Dutch master Guus Hiddink has
beenthe closestsince, taking South
Koreato the semi-finalsin 2002.

If Eriksson is looking for a good
omen both he and Raynor share

another similarity on their CV's as
they both coached Lazio - though
in Raynor's days they were not the
rich force they were when the
Swede tookthem to the ltalian title.
However that i from where
Raynor arose to take charge of the
Swedish side, coming off a moder-
aterecord of played 19, won six, lost
eight and drawn five - aclub record
that would have seen most manag-
ers sacked rather than handed the

managerial postatanational side.
But Raynor proved to be a
SEE PAGE 1B COL 2
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Brazillan midfielder Ze Roberto (L) vies for ball with Australia striker Mark Viduka during lhaermup F matchat the
Allianz Arena in Munich on Sunday.
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lapanese Princess Hisako watched
her home side, the Asian champi-
ons, battle Croatia in their second
World Cup match here Sunday for
survivalinthe first round.

The widow of the late sports-
loving princess Takamacdo, a cousin
of Emperor Akihito, was escorted
by German football legend and
World Cup organizing committee
chief Franz Beckenbaur in the VIP
boxatthe Franken Stadium.

Hisako, a graduate of
Cambridge's Girton College, is
honorary patron of the Japan
Football Association.

Her husband died in 2002 at the
age of 47 after he suffered a heart
attack while playing squash at the
Canadian embassy in Tokyo. At that
time, he served as honorary presi-
dent of several national Sports asso-
ciationsincludingthe football body:

Diego finereduced

Former Argentina star Diego
Maradona saw his fine forspeeding
on the way to watch his nation
thrash Serbia and Montenegro in
the World Cup reduced from' 200
curos (250 dollars) to just95.

The 1986 champion's people
carrier was stopped for travelling at
120 kilometres an hour (74 miles
per hour) on a stretch of road lim-
ited 1o 80 km/rh near Gelsenkirchen
on Thursday, according to Bild
NEWspaper.

Maradona, 45, who has battded
against drugs and his ballooning
weight in recent years, has been an
enthusiastic supporter at both! of
Argentina's matches.

Orangeball

Germany have borrowed the
orange ball used in England's 1966
final win over this year's hosts.

The ball's usual home is the
National Football Museum in the
northern English town of Preston
but from Monday it will be a prime
attraction at the German Sports and
Olympic Museum ahead of the
England-Swedenmatchin Cologne.

The National Football
Museum's director Kevin Moore
escorted the ball from Waterloo
and explained: "The Germans were
keen to put the ball on display and
we thought it was & nice gesture to
takeitover.

"The ball is one of our most
popular objects and we don't like
to takeit out too often.”

The ball is now owned jointly by
the Daily Mirror newspaper, Eurostar
and the Virgin Group, but spent 30
years in the hands of Helmut Haller,
who scoredWest Germany's first goal
inthe 1966 final.

Sub forever!

Brazilian star Robinho says he
doesn't mind being patient for a
place in the Brazil starting lineup as
long as he can achieve the aim by
the final, assuming the champions
getthatfar,

"It's better to end a World Cup
than to start one,” said the Real
Madrid youngster, who Carlos
Alberto Parreira plans to use as his
grand alternative if Ronaldo's
firepower does notsparkin time.

Robinho has appeared as sub in
both of Brazil's games so far, with
Ronaldo twice taken off, and has
edged ahead of Juninho as
Parreira's "12thman.”

Punishment

A man who stole a ticket from a
woman's bag for Brazil's win over
Australia had his come-uppance
when he sat down to watch. Next to
himwas the husband of thewoman
whose ticket was taken and the
police were duly called.

Thegreatescape

A ten-year-old boy caused a stir
and had to be hauled home by the
police when he eluded his father to
go and watch a match on giant
screens at the Fan-Mile in
Hamburg, The youngster took the
metro into the city and ended upin
the "entertainment guarter® of
Sankt Pauli, the port city's notori-
ousredlight district.

Iceman

A Dutch fan has won a 14-carat ball
worth 75,000 euros (90,000 dollars)
after correctly estimating how long
it would take fora 22-tonne block of
ice tomeltinBerlin's Treptow park.

Aided by the hot weather the
block melted in precisely seven
days, 16 hours, 19 minutes and six
seconds.

The Dutchman saw off compe-
tition from 40,000 internet entrants
toclaimhisbooty.

SEE PAGE 18 COL §

Two wing out of two, a maximum
six points and early qualification
for the last 16 would be enough for
most teams. Brazil are different
though.

Fans and media are not con-
vinced by the performances of the
reigning champlions - a 1-0 win
over Croatia in their opener fol-
lowed by a laboured 2-0 win over
pluckyAustralia.

“Though to thelast 16 - but with
some difficult moments,” noted
Brazilian sports web portal Lance
after a much-criticised Ronaldo,
still a goal shy of beating Pele's
tournament goalscoring mark,
turned provider for Adriano before
substitute Fred bagged asecond.

Fred's clincher reminded the
first team the reserves will séize any
chance to make a claim in a team
which appears to fear failure - that
concept very clearly defined in
their homeland as not winning the
tournament.

Coach Carlos Alberto Parreira
admits his charges are only just
getting to grips with the demands
ofthe event.

"It's normal that we are not in
top form. We only played three
friendlies before the finals and we
are getting better and better, little
by little,” said the man who took
the auriverde to their 1994 title,

On that occasion, Italy were
dispatched on penaltiesin a disap-
pointing final and Parreira makes
no apologies for a pragmalic
approach.

“"We played better than we did

The best yet to col

g AFP, Berlin

against Croatia and we will play
even better in the next one,”
Parreira said of the match againsta
Japanese side on the brink of elimi-
nation.

“We were better than we were
against Croatia. The chances are
starting to come,” said Ronaldo,
who Parreira hauled off, as in the
first game against Croatia, with 20
minutes remaining.

Parreira at least does not shrink
from removing Brazil's 2002 talis-
man from the side with the likes of
Fred and Robinho champing at the
bit, and conceded that the Real
Madrid player is not yet sharp
enough after an injury-plagued
season "to playthe 90 minutes.”

Even Ronaldinho, coming off
league and Champions League
triumphs with Barcelona, has not
yet found his feet and warned that
"there's no doubt we have to
improve.

But, saluting Brazil's patient
approach, Parreira promised that
"from the second round we'll be on
another level;, physically as well as
technically,”

"The expectations of the first
game have passed and we're on an
upward curve," Kaka told radio
Lance,

Yet under Parreira, there is the
suspicion that Brazil are caught on
thehorns ofaculturaldilemma.

“Yes, they will likely make it a
record ten straight wins in the
finals by beating Japan and yes,
their (ageing) defence is not con-
cedinggoals.”

But while the group format
allows for a pcnod of grace to iron

out the cracks the Brazilians have
yet to show they can unleash the
fluidity of rivals Argentina, who
flattened Serbia and Montenegro as
the likes of Javier Saviola, Juan
Riquelme and Lionel Messi ranriot,

So have Brazil started to go a
little minimalist, in the fashion of
Italy, one side they could meet in
thelast 167

In March, Ronaldo scored the
onlygoal in a friendly winin Russia.

Then a Swiss select and New
Zealand were seen off 8:0 and 4-0
respectively.

Add clean sheets against the
Saudis in a friendly mauling and a
3-0 win over Venezuela to wrap up
qualifying and you have ta go back
to the previous qualifier against
Bolivia at high altitude in La Paz for
thelast time Brazil conceded a goal
-- gightgames ago.

The last man to score agamst
Brazil in the World Cup was
England's Michael Owen in the
2002 quarterfinals.

That's a pretty good case for the
defence.

In Brazil, however, that's notwhat
they want to see and the case for the
offencelookslessconvincing.

"After two discreet perfor-
mances the Brazilian attack is the
worst at a World Cup since 1990, in
Italy -- when theywere eliminated
in the quarterfinals by their rivals
Argentina,” observed Folha cormre-
spondent Andre Luis Nery.

Midfielder Ze Roberto insists
thereisnoneedto worry. 3

"Brazil are coming along nicely
and we will get better with each
succeeding match,” heinsisted.
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2. Thesmallestnationlo have playedin the World Cup finals is:
3. WhichAsian playerscored in three World Cup finals? .
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