432 eminent
citizens for
Suu Kyi's
freedom

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Four hundred and thirty two emi-
nent citizens of the country includ-
ing leaders of political parties and
socio-cultural, professional, and
rights organisations, civil society
leaders and editors of mational
dailies and weeklies yesterday
demanded anend to the incarcera-
tion of Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader
of Myaninar'sdemocratic striggle,
The call came through a signa-
ture campaign on the occasion of
the 61st birth anniversary today of
Suu Kyi, who has been kept under
house arrest by a military junta in

Myanmarforoveradecade.
South Asian People's Union
Against Fundamentalism and
SEE PAGE 4 COL 6
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Govt aims to execute
militants before
tenure's end

JULFIKAR ALI MANIK

Banking on people’s expectation of
punishment to the militants, the
government aims (o carry out the
excoution of top militant leaders
before its tenure ends by quickly
disposing the cases filed against
them in order to achieve political
gain.

The government has said it will
try to execute the verdict as early as
possible "to root out the militants
from the land". Many think execut-
ing the verdict before the end of the

tenure will "brighten” the image of
the alliance government and may
have a positive impact on the next
patliamentary election.

‘It will be a very effective
weapon for the ruling four-party
alliance during its election cam-
paign," said a tuling party
policymaker, noting that the coali-
tion's campaign will bank on its
successful fight against the mili-
tants,

Besides, execution of the ver-
dicts before handing over power
will also enable the government to

counter the local and foreign criti-
cisms that some ruling leaders
directly patronised and had links
with the militants, he said.
if the death reference bench
maintains the serial, the hearing of
the Jhalakathi judges killing case is
not likely to be held before 2009 as
preparation - of paper-book and
hearing of death reference of differ-
ent cases of 2003 are going on at
present.
Over 500 cases are now awaiting
paper-book preparation and death
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2
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12,000 AL men
get 6-month
ad interim bail

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

TheHigh Courtyesterday granted a
six-month ad interim anticipatory
bail to over 2,000 leaders and activ-
ists of Awami League (AL) and its
front organisations who were
implicated in different cases dur-
ing the 14-party opposition com-
bine's Dhaka siege programme on
June 11 and hartalon June 13-14.

Counsels including Barrister
Amir-Ul-Islam; Advocate Abdul
Baset Majumder and Barrister
Rokanuddin Mahmud moved the
bail petition.

The annex building of the High
Court where the bail hearing took
place became jam-packed as the
accused, implicated in different
cases filed with Paltan, Hamna,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Cops club agitating
workers at DEPZ

100 injured, scores of
vehicles damaged

JU CORRESPONDENT

Maore than 100 people were injured
as police charged truncheons and
lobbed teargas shells on workers'
demonstrations at Dhaka Export
Processing Zone (DEPZ) yesterday,

Several thousand workers of A-
one (BD) Lid; garinents section of
Goldtex Ltd and Softex Lid staged
demonstrations after they came to
know about indefinite closure of
theirfactories.

The thrée factories were closed

sine die following a meeting
between factoty owners and DEPZ
General Manager AZM Azizur
Rahman on Saturdaynight.

The workersof A-one (BD) Ltd,
which was closed following the
workers' unrest as it was severely
damaged, became violent around
8:30am after seeing the indefinite
closure notice at the main gate of
the factory. They had gone to the
factory yesterday to know when
their demands would be met and

.. SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

BB still undecided
on Oriental's
takeover details

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

High officials of the Bangladesh

Bank (BB) could not come to a
decision regarding how to bail
Oriental Bank out of the crisis it is
in, despite holding several rounds.
of meetings yesterday.

While the BB decided in princi-
ple to takeover the control of the

‘bank, it is still undecided about

which section of the Bank
Company Act itwill apply to get the
job done and about whoto appoint
as the bank's administrator.
Sources said a decision might be

taken today or tomarrow,
The central bank is: still in a
dilemma on whether to choose a
SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Only 6,353 to revise

voter list of 7.74cr

UNDP proposes appointment of
international consultant

STAFFCORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC)
assigned only 6353 officers at the
field level to accomplish the mam-
moth task of revising the existing
voter list, and the commission will
hold ‘a meeting today with the
cabineldivision, and the ministries

‘of establishment and information,

seeking asgistance from them.
Enuinerators and supervisors

numbering 2, 72, 406, who had

waorked for the preparation of the

R e ya———

fresh voter list since January, will
not be invelved with the task of
revising the existing voterlist as the
ECG decided not to go from door to
doorto getthe job done.

A circular issued by the EC
Secretariaton June 14 directed field
level registration officers and
assistant registration officers to
start revising the existing voter list,
sources said.

These officers were appointed
in October last year for preparing

SEEPAGE 15 COL 1
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A peon of Suritola Govemment Model Primary School takes a siesta ih the classroom as primary school teachers' strike goes on for the second day.

Primary school
teachers
continue
hunger strike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Teachers of community primary
schools wearing shrouds contin-
ued their fast-unto-death strike in
the capital yesterday keeping their
cducational institutions across the
country under lock and Kkey in
support of their demand for
nationalisation ofjobs.

Two factions of Bangladesh
Community Primary Teacher
Association started hunger strike
in separate places to force the
government to rtealise their five-
pointdemand.

BNP-backed' teachers' associa-
tion have been observing hunger
strike at Muktangon from Saturday
while Awami League-backed
teachers' asspciation started their
strike at the Central Shaheed Minar
fromyesterday:

Both the factions submitted
memorandums to the prime min-
ister separately and' brought out
processions yesterday.

They also vowed to continue

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Brazil forward Adriano (R) celebrates his strike as Australia defender Scott Chipperfield sits dejected during their
World Gup Group F clash at Munich's Allianz Arenayesterday.

Brazil fight their way thru'

ATP, Munich

Five-time champions Brazil
advanced to the second round of
the World Cup with a hard-earned
2-0 Group F win over Australia here
on Sunday.

It took a 49th-minute goal from
Adriano to unlock the stout
Australian defence but the champi-
ons were given a big fright as
Australia threw everything at them.

Substitute Fredhadasimple tap
in for Brazil's second on fulltime to

France score
at last but
can't win

REUTERS, Leipzig
 Francewere held toa 141 draw bya

dogged South Kerea side on
Sunday thatleft Group Gwide open
after the former champions missed
aseries oflate chances.

France ended a worrying goal
drought atWorld Cup finals thanks
toan early goal from Thierry Henry
but Park Ji-sung grabbed Korea's
equaliserinthe 81stminute.

The 1998 champions, who had

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

wrap up the victory after Robinho
shotstruck the post.

Australia’s Dutch coach Guus
Hiddink again went for all-out
attickto savethe matchashedidin
the last-gasp win over Japan last
weekend,

Brazil's win extended their
record of successive wins at World
Cup finals to nine and has them
poised to top the group with next
Thursday's final matchwith Japan.

Brazil broke the deadlock four
minutes after halftime when

Ronaldo cleverly held on to the ball
from two defenders and laid across
goal to Adriano who evaded Scott
Chipperfield and fired home for his
first goalof the tournament.

Bul the Australians earned
admirersin the waytheypushed the
Brazilians all the way with German
referee Markus Merk not giving
them muchwith hisdecisions,

Ronaldo was again' substituted
for the second mateh olthe tourna-
ment to whistles from the crowd,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Costly deal to buy
Navy patrol boats

SHARIER KHAN

Amid ‘allegations of bid manipula-
tion, Bangladesh Navy is purchas-
ing six high-speed patrol boats for
Tk 14.5 crore although it procured
the same for only Tk 9 crore last
year, competentsourcessaid,
Each of the boats should mea-
sure 12 metres in length, have air-
conditioned cabins and be
equipped with light machine gun
(LMG) posts, global positioning
system, radar and other sophisti-
cated equipment to help the navy

~conduct anti-smuggling opora-

tions inthe deep sea.

Sources said the boats designed
by Valiant company of Portugal are
yet to be manufactured. But they
do not meel the navy's length
requirement and also do not show
any LMG post.

The comptroller general of
audit objected to this procurement
last week, asking the Directorate
General Defence Purchase (DGDP)
why the navy should purchase the
six boats at Tk 14.5 crore when it
had purchased the same for Tk 9
crorelastyear

The DGDP finance deparfment
hag asked the naval authorities to

SEE PAGE 4 COL3

14-party plans
tougher |
agitation

HASAN JAHID TUSHER

The 14-party opposition combine
is planning more vigorous move-
ments in addition to besieging
Election Commission (EC)
Secretariat tomorrow to compel
the alliance government Lo remove
the CEC and two "politically
appointed” election commission-
ers.

The Awami League (AL)-led
opposition combine leadeis saidas
no accurate voter list is possible
under the existing chief election
cominissioner (GEC); they have
taken the issue in the hub of the
ONEoINg movements.

SEE RAGE 15 COL 1
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