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Vieri fuels
Sampadoria
speculation

AFP, Rome

Monaco striker Christian Vieri has
reportedly e-mailed crisis-ridden
Italian club Sampdoria expressing
his interest in a move (o the Serie A
side, the club claimed on their
website.

Vieri joined Monaco from AC
Milan in January in a bid to fnd
regular first team action and boost
hischances ofaWorld Cup spat.

But the 32-year-old, who has 49
caps for the national side and
played for Italy at the 2002 World
Cup, had to sit our this year's tour-
nament after injuring his left knee
inFrenchleague actionlastmonth.

And speculation has been rife in
the [talian press this week that Vieri
could be hound for the Genoa side
next season after Monaco signed
Czech striker Jan Koller on a two-
year deal this month.

"This morning we received an e-
mail from Christian Vieri. The
striker expressed his desire to wear
our jersey,” the club said on their
website.

Vieri wrote: "I'm a Sampdoria
fanand recently I'm been readinga
lot of journalistic indiscretions
concerning an eventual transfer of
the player Christian Vieri to your
club. I hope that you succeed in
concluding negotiations. Warmest
regards, Christian Vieri.”

Meanwhile, Italian football
federation (FIGC) investigators on
Friday interrogated Sampdoria
president Riccardo Garrone as the
club have been implicated in the
country's match-fixing scandal.

Health scare for
Nakamura

AFP, Bonn

fapanese playmaker Shunsuke
Nakamura gave the Japanese camp
a seare on Friday when he went
down with a cold two days ahead of
the crucial World Cup tie against
Croatia.

Nakamura played in an internal
practice match Friday after spend-
ing two days training by himself
due to @ pain in his right thigh

which. he bruised in the, Asian
_champions' 3.1 defeat to Australias

in their World Cup opener on:
Monday.

The left-footed 27-year-old,
who has just renewed his contract
with Scotlanad champions Celtic,
showed little effects of the injury
but returned to the team hotel
withott talking to reporters.

"He has a bit of a cold with his
body temperature reaching 37.2 C
(98.9 E). But we think he will be
alright for the Croatia match in
Nuremberg,” team spokesman
[ehirota Fukushisaid.

He was to travel with the rest of
the team to Nuremberg later in the
davasscheduled, Fukushi said.

Nakamura, who had been a
doubt before the Australia match
because of a painful left hamstring,
scored Japan's goal in the Australia
game with his speculative cross
floatingover a goalmouth scramble
andintothe net.

He was earlier hampered by a
slight cold and suspected hay fever
for severdal days since the Japan
squad arrived for their training
camp here late lastmonth.

Both Japan and Croatia, who
lost to five-time champions Brazil
in their opener, needed to win their
second match in order to keep
themselves well in contention for a
spotinthesecond round.

Ahn eyes
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"We will need every player to help
out in defence - even me," grinned
the attacking midfielder. "France
are a very strong team but we are
confident (going into the game).
We have experience of playing
against top European teams in the
2002 World Cup and that experi-
encewill help us.

"Nobody knows what will hap-
pen in football but we gan do it |
hope we can win - if we win we can
enterthesecond round.”

Spurs wing-back Lee Young-
Pyo, who man-marked Luis Figo
out of the game in South Korea's
win over Portugal four years ago,
downplayed suggestions thar he
might be assigned the role of
shackling Arsenal striker Thierry
Henry.

"I played well againsthim (Figo)
but against France we will be
defending as a unit," he said,
"France are very strong and if we
play our best we have a chance but
we cannot guarantee a win. But the
situation is very good for us. We
won the first game (against Togo)
and even if we lose against France
westillhaveto play Switzerland."

Wolves' winger Seol Ki-Hyeon
did not play any part in the first
game but said he was confident of
doing a job against France if called
up by Advocaat,

“I have scored a goal against
France (in the 3-2 loss ahead of the
2002 World Cup),” said the rangy
Seol. "If there isa chance (for me to

_play) 1will do my best. lam ready.”

PHOTO: AFP

Argentina’s midfield maestro Juan Roman Riquelme(R) shoots the ballin a training session at Adi-Dassler-Sportlatz
training campin Herzenaurach on Wednesday.

The artiste and architect
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‘Argenting’s artistic midfelder Juan
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presence in the 6-0 drubbing of
Serbia-Montenegro but it was
enoughto earn the Man of the Match
award in a game brimming with
ralent.

"It was not easy to choose the
Manofthe Match becausethere were
several very good players, but we
thought that Riquelme had a tre-
mendous influence for Argentina,”
FIFA jury member Roy Hodgson
explained.

"Inan Argentine team that played
verywell, he always asked for the ball,
His ability and passing vision were
fundamental factors in the great
attacking performance that we were
presented with here today," Hodgson
added.

While fellow midfielder Maxi
Rodriguez scored twice, forward
favier Saviola scumied around the
piteh, Hernan Crespo darted arounc
the goalmouth, Carlos Tevez pow-
ered past opponents, or Lionel Messi
ran rings around defenders,
Riquelme just cantered, looked
aroundand passed.

Despite the praise, the quiet

Villareal player said things could get
better.

“Tjusthope that Argentina can go
on improving and can go on and do
berter each time," he said after the
mateh.

*Today we're very happy because
of what we've done, but our inten-
tionistokeepgrowingasateam, "

Riquelme -- whowill turn "HI It'
this month -- is one of coach
Pekerman's favourites. The Iung—
legged player uses his left foot (o pass
orshoot like an artist creates a paint-
ingwithstrokesof the brush.

He revealed only aglimpse ofthat
mspirec playmaking in the opening
match against Ivory Coast, but that
was enough to be behind most of the
fewchancesthat Argentinacreated.

Riquelme split the "Elephants”
defence with a languid, almost
casual pass to put Saviola clear 0
score Argenting’ssecondgoal.

Against Serbia Montenegro an
Friday, Riquelme fed the Sewille
forward again to set up a fluid cross-
field movement from theleft tharwas
completed by Esteban Cambinsso.

But the long-legged Riguelme
needsspaceto think and Mnd passing
apportunities, and he is vulnerable
without defensive cover or attacking
alternatives from the rest of
Argentina’sleft-sicded players.

He was caught lingering with the
ball atr least once against Serbia-
Montenegro, losing possession and
leaving his teammates in an awk-

ward position.

However, Pekerman, a succesful
forimer youth team coach, has an dye
onthewhole team.

He often pairs Riquelme with
captain Juan Pablo Sorin, @an atrack-
ing wing back and clubmate at
Villareal in Spain, or the tougher

,,,“pmlﬁ, gxlavier Maseharanio,

gentina's, 3al qualifying
vlLtnry i the traditional derbv
against arch-rivals Brazil in Buenos
Airespne yedr ago, Riquelime’s paesi-
monious style shone against the
flamboyant Brazilians.

His reading of the game also
helped his club through w the semi-
finals of the Champions League in
May.

But Riquelme can prove o be
fragile under pressire.

After his first division debut for
traphy winning Boe Juniars in 1996
he caught Bargelona's eye. But
Riquelme struggledwith the Spanish
club and was loaned to the less pres-
tigious Villarreal, where he eventu-
allystayec.

Thatfragile nature emerged inthe
club's elimination from the
Champions League, when Arsenal
goalkeeper Jens Lehmann saved his
last-minute penalty.

Argentine observers say the style
has changed litde from that of the
teenage Riquelme in his neighbour-
hood team, as a technically gifted
midfield playmaker who obstinately
refused o berushed,

AFP,undated

"Defeated and humiliated. "
Headlined in Politika newspaper,
after Serbia and Montenegro were
thrashed 6-0 by Argentina.

"We were playing six-a-side
foarball.”

Argentinian striker Hernan
Crespo on making it look easy
against the Serbs.

"It's an absolutely terrible resulr,

the warst in aur history, and I've got

to take responsibiliey forit."
Serb coach llija Petkovic takes
thedefeaton the chin.

"Love is in the Herr."

British tabloid The Sun
responding to German police
praise of England fans' behaviour.

"Who made a World Cup baby
lastnighe?"

Germany's Bild newspaper ,
fascinated by the German players'
night off with wives and girl-
friends.

It’s more than disappointing.
We had a lotof hope going into this
tournament.”

Ivory Coast coach Henri Michel
on crushed ambitions after being
eliminated after deleat by the
Netherlands.

“Brazil don't ask themselves any
questions, they justdait.”

Striker David Trezeguet calling
fdr France to throw caution to the
wind.

"Anyane can wear whatever they
want, but if acompany tries ta carry
out ambush marketing, FIFA must
prevent thathappening.*

FIFA communications director
Markus Siegler after hundreds of

Dutch fans are forced to remove
dungarees bearing the name of a
beer company.

"Special way? aw, kick em",

Australian midfielder Jason
Culina jokeing about how to stop
Brazil.

"This is nothing like what hap-
penedin 1998."

Struggling Brazil striker
Ronaldo after undergoing hospital
checks.

"We have confidence in hin and
weare certain that he'lido all e can
doto help us hear Australia.”

Ronaldinho pledging his sup-
port for Ronaldo.

"It would be very fair to say thar
you haven't seen the best of us yet
bur we hope we have now put our-
selves inagood position.”

England captain David
Beckham after the laboured 2-0
win averTrinidad and Tobago.

"Thope the worst is befired me.

France midfielder Florent
Malouda revealing that he had an
operation for haemorrhoids
shortly after arriving in Germany
for the finals.

"We have achieved our goal, and
we have already reached the farger
thecountry set for us, bt we want to
reach greater heights.”

Ecuador's Colombian coach
Luis Suarez after his all-attacking
team reached the last 16, praving
tobeoneofthe early surprises.

“I think you guys are always not
OPEinSIe. ., SO pessimistic.™

Midfield star Hidetoshi Nakata
calling [or reporters to get positive
as Japan's World Cop hangs in the
balance,

"I'm extremely happy and I'm
alsa relieved that the Rooney saga is

LA

"

aven”

England coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson after Wayvne Rooney
plays his first World Cup game
seven weeks after breaking a bone
in hisfoot.

I want us to be more advencr-
ous - I want to ser the dogs free
against Korea."

Beleaguered French coach
Raymond Domenech.

Victory is a must
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Zidane, Henry and company could
wreak, |

“We have heard a lot of stories
about France but that team has so
muchguality,” he commented.

"In principle, if they play the way
theycanplay, itwillbe verydifficult for
us.”

Advocaat s expected o play a
defensive 4-3-3 formation designed
to hit France on the break through
talismanic striker Ahn Jung-Hwan,
who came off the bench to grab the
winner against Togo, or Manchester
United attacking midfielder Park Ji-
Sung,

"Hopefully France has nor a good
day and we haye avery good day, That
iswhatThope," said the fonmer Dutch
coach.

"It is quite simple - everybody
expects that Francewill win, so thereis
no reason for our team to be nervous.
‘Theyjust haveto go outard play their
game."

His only injury concern involves
veteran defender Choifin-Cheul, who
is strugpling to be it after a left knee
injurysufferedinthewinover Togo.

Fast starts are
good omens

INTERNET, undared

All five of the teams that have
clinched spots in the second round
- Germany, Ecuador, Argentina,
Netherlands and England -- won
their opening match. All five elimi-
nated teams -- Ivory Coast, Serbia-
Montenegro, Poland, Costa Rica
and Paraguay -- lost their opener.
Of the 23 teams that won their
apening match at the 2002 and
1998 World Cups, 20 advanced to
the second round. OFf the 23 teams
that lost their opener, 22 failed to
advance. Only Turkey in 2002
managed to lose its opener and
reach the second round. The Turks
lost to Brazil, tied Costa Rica, then
beat China and advanced to the
knockout round on goal difference.
Once there, they excelled, and
ended up finishing third.

Gerrard vows for
improvement

AFP, Baden-Baden

England midfielder Steven Gerrard
admitted that his side have no
chance of winning the World Cup
unlesstheyimprove quickly.

The 26-year-old Liverpool
captain scored England's second
goal as they booked a place in the
last 16 with a 2-0 win over minnows
Trinidad and Tobago in Nuremberg
onThursday.

But Sven Goran Eriksson's side
struggled to overcome unfaneied
Trinidad for long periods before
finally scoring twice in the final
INANUes.

England had made hard work of
beating Paraguay 1-0in their apen-
ing match and the lacklustre dis-
play against the ‘Soca Warriors'
fuelled fears they will crash out as
soon as they face stronger opposi-
Homn.

Gerrard, who lifted the FA Cup
trophy last month a year after
inspiring Liverpool to the
Champions League trophy, knows
England will not win the tourna-
menton current form and told BBC
Sportassuch.

"No, I don't think so, our form as
il team has got to improve,” said
Gerrard, who missed the 2002
edition because of injury and had a
poor Euro 2004,

"We need to hit top form pretty
quickly. There are still a cuuplu llf

= I..ml'\ 1O 2o it

“It's pleasing to be in thé /RSt 16.
It was really difficult out there for
an hour and we were finding them
really difficult to break down.”

Gerrard insisted he wants to
play In England's final Group B
match against Sweden on Tuesday,
even though another booking
would rule him our of the second
round clash against Germany or
Ecuador.

"Tthink I should," he said.

‘I want to play in every game
but i would have to be sensible.

"It's a question (if he starts or
not) thar you would have to ask
Sven-Goran Eriksson."

Bosses under
pressure

AEP, sydnoy

Australian bosses came under
pressure Saturday to give bleary-
eyed Socceroos fans a day off work
next week after Australia's early
morning World Cup clash with
Hrazil,

With football fever gripping the
nation, thousands of fans are
expected to flood the streets of
Sydney and ather major cities for
the match, scheduled to kick off at 2
am local time on Monday (1600
CGME Surnday).

Interest in the game has surged
since the Socceroos came from
hehind w beat fapan 3-1 this week --
asurprise victory that sparked street
celebrations across Australin,

ABL State Chamber, Australia's
largest business lobby group, saicd
companies should be flexible and
allow staff to take a rostered day off
oraday'sleave,

Regional manager Mary Doherty
said doing so could foster goodwill
berween employees and manage-
ment andboostworkplace morale.

'"We need flair
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idea I have in mind," he said.
want the group we have m
improve,”

France's poorstart left their fans
fearing the ghosts of 2002, when
they left the World Cup withour a
win or a goal from the group stage,
may soon return to haunt the team.

Domenech, however, said he
wisnot worried.

"What [ want to see is the play-
ers gelting better every match,
udding a little something each
time,” he said, his mind already set
on France's next Group G match,
against South Korea on Sunday in
Lelpzig.

The coach had said before the
tournament that he believed his
team, who will also face Togo in the
group phase, could reach the July 9
finalin Berlin.

"What matters is not to score 14
goals in the ficst match, it's to go a
long wayin the tournament, which
I believe we'll do,” he said on
Thursday.

Eastern hopes fading fast
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AFP, Berlin

Thank God for the Czechs is the cry
from the former Eastern bloe after
i disastrous set of results 5o far at
the World Cup which signals a
further decline in their once pow-
erful footballing fortunes,

It has been the Czechs over the
past decade that have kept the
eastern flag flying though only in
the Buropean championships
where they reached the final in
1996 and thelast fourin2004.

Bulgaria and Croatia both
reached the last four of the World
Cup in 1994 and 1998 but the for-
mer side has slipped alarmingly
and along with former World Cup
stalwarts Russia and Romania did
not even make it to the football
festival here,

Now Serbia and Montenegro
and Poland have joined them in
World Cup exile as they exited in
humiliating fashion from the first
stage -- while Croatia and
Ukraine's hopes are not looking
rosy after theirfirst matches,

While the ageing Czechs go into
battle with Ghana on Saturday
buoyed by an impressive 3-0 open-

ing win over the United States the
remainder have been left licking
their wounds.

None more so than the Serbia
and Montenegro side, playing
together for the last time before
they separate.

They came to Germany with
high hopes of making it through
Group C or the group of death
having conceded just one goal in
the qualifying section.

However the 6-0 demolition by
Argentina exposed their limita-
tions brutally and left the former
eastern bloc countries, aside from
the Czechs, with a record of played
fivé won none, scored none and
conceded 14.

Serbian coach Ilija Petkovic
while unselfishly putting down the
Argentine humiliation to himsell
said that the difference between
the qualifiers and the finals was
imimense.

*It's another story. They are two
different things entirely, playing
the qualifiers and the finals,” said
the60-year-old,

"Perhaps we weren't capable of
handling it," added Petkovic,
whose campaign was riven with
internal disputes beginning with
when he tried to draft his son into
thesquad buthehad to back down.

Paland had a proud record in
World Cup finals prior to the
defrosting of the Cold War -- twice

semi-finalists -- but managed the
singular feat this time round of
exitingat thesamestageasin 2002,

"Of course | made mistakes,"
said embattled coach Pawel Janas,

a member of the 1982 semi-
finalistsside.

"Only people who do nothing
make no mistakes.

“What I could do, I did. Maybe
someone could have done better
but, sorry, I did it my way," added
Jamas, who has been lambasted in
the press and by fans back in
Poland.

Croatia at least have got the
hardest match out of the way, and
the manner in which they lost 1-0
o defending champions Brazil
suggesis that the final group match
against Australin willbe the decider
s to whether they progress or not.

However the high hopes of
Ukraine after they qualified easily
have been shattered by the open-
ing4-0 thrashing by Spain and they
may be thankful that the other two
teams in the group Tunisia and
Saudi Arabia are not exactly heavy-
weights.

Perhaps the best summation of
the former Eastern bloc's frustra-
tion at their lack of suecess at the
World Cup in recent rimes was
reflected in a poll taken in Russia
prior to the event ofwho would win
it -- six percent of those polled said
Russiawould.

France were tensed
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REUTERS, Hamelin

France felt pressure in their World
Cup opener because they feared a
repeat of their 2002 fiasco,
defender Willy Sagnol said on
Friday.

"You cannot imagine how
much tension there was," Sagnol
said of the climate in the team
before Tueselay's dull 0-0 Group G
draw with Switzerland.

The playvers were nervous
because all were thinking about
France's shock 1-0 defeat by
Senegal in their first match in the

.finals four years. ngo,, the Bayern' +
«Munich delender tald reporters.

"That failure against Senegal
wits still on our minds," he said.
"We feel alot better now.”

Alter losing to Senegal, France
had drawn with Uruguay and lost
to Denmark dnd they were elimi-
nated withouta win or a goal from
the group stage.

"Our situation now is a lot
better than in 2002," Sagnol said.
"We haven't lost and we know we
have a strong defence we can rely
on. That's vital if you want to win
theWorld Cup."

The 1998 champions must now
step up a gear when they face
South Korea on Sunday in Leipzig
if they are to survive a group also
featuring Togo.

"We know we must play faster
and take more risks but I'm sure
we will be more and more compet-
itive," Sagnol said.

The 29-year-old said he had
been hurt by media criticism of
the team'and notably by remarks

abourtheplayers’ age. o*

"Tf we are a team of pensioners,
then AC Milan are good for noth-
ing," hesaid.

The mood in the team, Sagnol
said, wasmuch better than in 2002
and was one of the reasons; why
France could justifiably feel opti-
mistic,

"We enjoy being together and
it's getting better all the time,” he
said. "It would take more than a
draw with Switzerland to spoil the
atmosphere.”

Four years ago, France stayed at
animpersonal luxury hotel in the
centre of Seoul while this time,
they are living in a magnificent
castle in the northern German
countryside.

“Thisisalotnicer,” Sagnal said.
"In 2002 we felt trapped. We could
not go anywhere without bump-
inginto ajournalistwho would ask
US questians,

"Here, it's different. Of course
we feel lonely attimes, You et tired
of eating and drinking football and ™
you want to see youlr kids but that's
all right. We know what we're here
for."

Time-out for cricket

AP, Rorenburg

As spon as practice ended Friday,
Stern John broke out the cricket bat
and began a lighthearted game
with hisTrinidad and Tobago team-
1ites.

Shouts and laughter rang out as
bowlers threw tennis balls to the
hatters. Not quite the scene one
would expect the day after a heart-

- bieakingWorld Cup lossin thefinal

minutes 1o Englanc.

Then again, few experts
expected that the Soca Warriors
would still have a chance to make it
to the second round of the World
Cup heading into their final frse-
round game.

“They called us in the beginning
the Cinderella team and we had
nothing to look for in this ouma-
ment,"” coach Leo Beenhakker said
Friday, "You see how the team
managed to play against two big
European teams. They can be
proudofthemselves.”

Trinidad and Tobage were less

than 10 minutes away from their
second straight 0-0 draw on
Thursday before England's Peter
Crouch scored on a header in the
83rd minute, Steven Gerrard added
another goal in Injury time and
Trinidad and Tobago fell 2-0.

"Coming into the World Cup
everyone thought that we'd be the
whipping boysand lose every game
heavily," midfielder Chris Birchall
said. "We've done the country
proud.”

The Soca Warriors have one
paint in Group B from the draw in
the apener against Sweden. They
need to beatr Paraguay next
Tuesday and hope England beats
Swedeninorder to finish in a tie for
second place with the Swedes with
four points. Then it would go to
goal differential to see who
advanced tothe second rouncl.

"That's what we talked about
this morning after cleaning out
some disappointment. It is still not
over,”
what we have to do. The first thing
we have to do is beat Paraguay. We
will do everything wecan to do that
and go forit. Hopefully we will have
a situation where England will do
its duty and beat Sweden. We don't
have it in our own hangds but the

T

Beenhakker said. "We know'

things we do have in our hands we
will iy todo.”

Trinidad and Tobago has shown
the ahbility to play tight defense
around the goal in its first two
games -- getting Strong
goalkeeping from Shaka Hislop,
marking the opposition's best
scoring threats and even capitaliz-
ingonsome breaks when the oppo-
nents missed the targer.

But Beenhakker's team has not
been able o create many chances
ofits own.

Trinidad has only 13 shots and
five on target in the frst fwo games.
Cornell Glen hitthe crossbar for the
best chance against Sweden, and
John's header was cleared off the
line by England defender lohn
Terryinthe second game.

If Irinidad and Tobago is going
to have any chance to advance, it
needs to be able to score against
Paraguay,

“I told them from the beginning
that always get two or three oppor-
tunities in a match,” Beenhakker
sald. "You just have to have
patience and use the 80 minutes to
try to do something nice in front.
We had some opportunities, but
you have to be a little bit lueky of
course.”

FHOTO: INTERNET

Trinidad and Tobago striker Stern John (R) bats while goalkeeper Shaka Hislop does the wicketkeeper's job during a
practice sessionin Rotenburg on Friday.



