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CANANY OF THEM STRIKE? French midfielders Patrick Vieira (backto the camera), Zinedine Zidane (L) and Florent Malouda (C) and striker Thierry Henry (R) share a light moment during atraining
session atthe Weserbergland Stadium in Hameln on Thursday,

SPECTAL

AFP, Leipzig

Anything less than victory against
table toppers South Korea on
Sunday will leave France perilously
close to crashing out of the first
round for the second successive
World Cup.

A drab goalless draw in their
opener against Switzerland has left
Raymond Domenech's 1998 cham-
pions tied for second in Group G,
two points behind the 2002 semi-
finalists.

Central to France's plight is her
impotent attack which has not hit
the mark at the World Cup now
since the 3-0 triumph over Brazil in

. the finalin Paris eightyears ago.

Thierry Henry was deployed asa
lone striker against the Swiss on
Tuesday and Domenech must
decide whether to stick with that or
team up Arsenal's record
goalscorer with either David
Trezeguetor Louis Saha.

Another conundrum facing him
is whether tol persist with Frank
Ribery, the young midficlder from
Marseille who failed to replicate his
dazzling performances in France's
three warm-upwins.

Trezeguet broke ranks last week
and called for Domenech, who has
Lyon's fit again midfielder Florent
Malouda back at his disposal, to
adoptamore aggressivestyle.

"It's my opinion that we have to
push forward, we've got all the
attributesto dothat.

“Brazildon'task themselvesany
guestions, they just do it," the
Juventusstarsaid.

Victory is a must

Domenech himself wants to see
his predominantly thirtysome-
thing side, the only one of the eight
seeds not to kick off with a win,
raise their game from the solid yet
unspectacular offering served up
inStittgart.

"I want us to be more adventur-
ous - 1 want to set the dogs free
against Korea,” he said.

“The Swiss match confirmed
the solidity of our basic play, but
the team were holding themselves
back, alittle hesitant.

"I want them to build on this
sound foundation and showamore
imaginative face on Sunday, to be
more audacious. It's more a mental
thing."

He added: "The Korean match
has now turned into a very impot-
tantonewhere we havetoscore.”

"We know they have the possi-
bility to look for a draw and go forit
in their last game. It's obvious we

France (4-3-1-2)
16-Fabien Barthez; 19-Willy Sagnol, 15-
Lilian Thuram, &William Gallas, 3-Eric
Abidal; 4-Patrick Vielra, 6-Claude
Makelele, 7-Florent Malouda; 10-
Zinedine Zidane, 14-Louis Saha, 12-
Thierry Henry..

South Korea (4-3-3)

1-Lee Woon-jae; 22-Song Chong-gug,
4-Chol fin-cheul, 6-Kim Jin-kyu, 12-Lee
Young-pyo; 7-Park Ji-sung, 17-Lee Ho,
13-Lee Eulyong; 14-Lee Chun-soo, 8-
Ahin Jung-hwan, 11-Seol Ki-hyeon,

have to winitto be comfortable but
even ifwe drawagainitdoesn't rule
everything out,”

"It will not be easy but we have
to win,” said France striker Thierry
Henry. "They (Korea) were in the
semi-finalslasttime butthey're not
as defensive as Switzerland and
theyshould allow us more space.”

One positive from the Swiss
draw was the showing of Zinedine
Zidane who looked a lot sharper
thanin the nunup to Germany.

But a bizarre booking for taking
a free-kick too hastily means the
midfield maestro who is making
his final curtain call before retire-
ment here will have to watch out if
he is not to miss what could be his
Jast appearance for his country
againstTogo nextweek,

Domenech rejected a sugges-
tion that the Koreans, who have
come off second best on their last
two meetings, represented a less
taxing task than Switzerland.

"Not atall, Itwon't be easier. On
the contraryitwill perhapsbe more
difficult.

"They go fast, from defence to
attack. It's another style, another
danger." y

Henryagreed.

"Korea are talented, they have a
lot of technique, they run a lot,
they're a team that play without
asking themselves questions.

"They attack altogether, and "
defend altogether.”

Despite France's predicament
South Korea coach Dick Advocaat
is not blind to the potential havoc

SEE PAGE 20 COL 4

Thuram reaching
'unwanted® record

REUTERS, Hamelin

[Lilian Thuram was never partcu-
larly interested in Marcel Desailly's
national record of 1186 caps, which
he should match on Sunday when
France play South Korea in their
secondWaorld Cup Gmug G game.
.. A prominent member of the
steam that lifted the World Cup on
*home soil in 1998 and won the
European Championship two
years later, the 34-year-old Thuram
announced his retirement from
international football after a quar-
ter-final exitat Euro 2004.

In August last year, alongside
playmaker Zinedine Zidane and
holding midfielder Claude
Makelele, the defender changed
his mind and returned to help
Francereach the finalsin Germany.

"IfI had wanted to beat Marcel's
record, I wouldn't have stopped (in
2004) but now that I'm so close, it

would be stupid not to," Thuram
said justbefore theWorld Cup, |

" TA'reagsuring présence in

defence for over a decade, Thuram
has been hampered by injuries
over the pastyear and has struggled
to the extent that he was no longer
an automatic starter at Juventus
towards the end of the season,

The Guadeloupe-born Thuram
looked sluggish in France's dull0-0
opening draw with Switzerland last
Tuesday and media commentators
are suggesting it might be wiser to
drop him for the game against
SouthKoreain Leipzig,

Coach Raymond Domenech is
likely neverthelessto selectone ofthe
mostrespected figuresinhis squad.

"He's an extraordinary player
and everybody can leam some-
thing from him," William Gallas
said of his partner in France's
central defence.

Whatever happens in Germany,

Thuram will always be remembered

by French fans for his amazing feat |
against Croatiaatthe1998Worid Cup, |

The' defender, famous for his
clumsiness in front of goal, struck
twice to present France with a 2-1
win that sent the team through to
their firstWorld Cup final, in which
crushed Brazil 3-0.

Those goals remain the only two
Thuram has ever scored for France
in115appearances,

"When I die, they will show those
goals ontelevision,” herecently told
French sportsdaily L'Equipe.

Eight years after the 1998 tri-
umph, Thuram, who won his first
caponthesamedayasZidaneina2-
2 draw with Czech Republic in 1994,
provides a symbol for an ageing
tearnlooking for afinal encore.

The thoughtful Thuram surely
realises, however, that he mustnow
show on the pitch that he still
deserves tobe picked.

José, poné a Messi
« (por favor)
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HER WISH FULFILLED: An Argentine fan shows a placard appealing to coach Jose Pekerman to include new sensa-
 tion Lionel Messi during the South Americans' match against Serbia and Montenegroin Gelsenkirchen on Friday.

Ahn eyes
stardom

AF¥P, Bensberg

Goalscoring hero Ahn Jung-Hwan
believes South Korea can frustrate
France in thelr vital Group G
encounter on Sunday and then hit
thern on the break.

Ahn scored the winner against
Togo on Tuesday with a dipping
‘shotover the goalkeeperahid hidpes
he gets the chance to show his
shooting skills when South Korea
take on the 1998 world champions
inLeipzig.

"I will try and do my best and
score ifl get the chance,” said Ahn,
who was famously sacked by
Perugia after he scored the golden
goal winner that sent Italy packing
from the 2002World Cup.

“Every player is ready to score if
they get an opportunity. France
desperately needs awin and will be
attacking. That might give us the
chance to hit (on the break) espe-
cially in the second half, We will
attack aggressively in the second
half."

South Korea coach Dick
Advocaat has not commented on
hisline-up butitis widely expected

he will play a defensive formation

against France with Ahn I
Manchester United's Park Ji-S. ...
leading the counter-attacks
Park, the best known player in
the South Korea squad, acknowl-
edged that France could call on a
legion of world class players and
that he might be forced to help out
thedefence.
SEE PAGE 20 COL 1
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CHARGED UP: South Korean players, who won their first match against Togo on June 13, warm up for a training session at the Bay-Arena in Leverkusen on
Thursday. The Koreans face offwith France in a Group G matchin Leipzig tonight.

"We need flair!

REUTERS, Hamelin

Franceneedtoadd atouch of Gallic
finesse to their trademark defen-
sive displays if they are to go a long
way at the Word Cup, coach
Raymond Domenech said on
Thursday.

The 1998 champions, who
started with a dull 0-0 draw with
Switzerland' on Tuesday, at least
pleased their coach by controlling
the game and neutralising their
opponents,

"We need to add some imagina-
tion to make life difficult for our
opponents. We need lo play more
freely, with more boldness” -
Domenech

"We were solid, compact and
that's how we wanted to be"
Domenech told anews conference,
"The Swiss were dangerous only on
two set pieces and maybe on one
otheroccasion.”

The problem, the coach admit-
ted, was that France, who have not
scored on the World Cup scene
since lifting the trophy eight years
ago, hardly created achance.

“We have to keep relying onthat
organisation we have, that's a
basis, butat the same time we need
to add some imagination to make
life difficult for our opponents,”
Domenechsaid.

"We need to play more freely,
with more boldness."

The France coach, whose ageing
teamn looked rusty and sluggish
against the Swiss, said rejigging his
line-up was not the solution.

"Changing everythingis not the
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Lee promises
heroics

AFP, Leverkausen

Masterful shot-stopper Lee
Woon-Jae has pledged 'to put his
body on the line to prevent the
Thierry Henry led French attack
from scoring against South Korea
in their vital Group G encounter
onSundayin Leipzig. ;

Veteran Lee, the South Korean
captain who will gain his 99th
cap against France, said that he
would use every part of his 1.82
metre frame to protecthis goal.

"If I cannot save the ball with
my hands, then 1will use my feet,
1 will use my body - all different
parts of my body," said Lee, who
was a hero for South Korea in the
penalty shoot-out viclory over
Spain in 2002, which took the co-
hosts to the World Cup semi-
final.

"1 will give 100 per cent effort
inthe match against France.”

Lee said that the squad had
been motivated from their first
training session in South Korea
and confidence was coursing
through the players with the 2-1
win over Togounder their belt.

The Koreans top Group G
ahead of France and Switzerland,
who drew their opener 0-0, mak-
ing Sunday's game a virtual
must-win fixture for the 1998
World Cupwinners,

"France is a world class team
which plays at a high level,"
added the 33-year-old Lee, who
has conceded B7 goals in his 98
games for South Korea, "We have
not talked too much about tac-
tics yet, we have been focusing
on recovery from the Togo
match.

"I am sure the head coach
(Dick Advocaat) has something
prepared tactically. Once he gives
us the instruction, we will try and
carryitout.”

Advocaat has played down
South Korea's chances against

- France without ruling out a ‘sur-

prise result' and the Dutch men-
tor said that the pitch conditions
could play a big part in the out-
come,

"It is better for France if the
grass is watered or it is raining,"
said Advocaat, who steered
Holland to the quarter-finals of

.

the 1994 World Cup.

"We have to slow down the
game because they have too
much skill and too much pace, it
is better for us when the pitch is
dr},. i)

Advocaat, who is expected to
play ‘a defence-minded 4-3-3
formation and rely on hitting
France on the break, has
emphasised to his players that
winning the one-on-one chal-
lenges and' pressuring France
was the onlyroute tovictory.

‘We have to be realistic - forall
positions France have two world
class players, In that way we do
know what te expect,” said
Advocaat, nicknamed the 'Little
General’ during his time with the
Dutch squad.

"You can expect a France side
that will be very up for this game.
We have toreact to that. If we can
pressurise them a bit and make
life a little bit hard like
Switzerland did, so we can sur-
prisethem maybein thatway."

Switzerland plays Togo in the
other Group G match in
Dortmundon Monday.

Malouda fit
for debut

REUTERS, Hamelin

France midfielder Florent
Malouda, whose World Cup
adventure started in pain, said on
Friday he was fully fitand ready to
play.

Malouda, who missed the
opening 0-0 draw with
Switzerland in Group G .on
Tuesday, revealed he had suffered
fromhacmorrhoids. .

"I'd never had that before and
it was not the best time to have it
but it's over now and I'm abso-
lutely fine,” he said.

"l underwent surgery in
Germany last week."

The nature of Malouda's prob-
lemwas unknown until the player
spoke to reporters, France coach
Raymond Domenech refusing to
reveal make medical information
aboutthe players to the media.

The 26-year-old Malouda,
playing for his country in a major
tournament for the first time; is
expected start when the 1998
world champions play South
Korea on Sundayin Leipzig.

"I've got pins and needles in
my legs," Malouda said. "I just
can'twaitto play."

The Olympique Lyon player
was confident France would
recover from a sluggish start to
survive a group also featuring
Togo.

"I'm not worried' at all," he
said.
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