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Cycle of strikes

Bangladesh is once again in the grip of a nationwide strike marked
byviolentconfrontations with the police.

An insight into why there is so much violence and instability in
the country came earlier this weekin the country's parliament.

For much of the last 15 years, parliament as an institution has
failed to function, plagued by a series of opposition boycotts.

Even when it does operate, it is only a matter of time before it
closes down again. Take this week's incident, for example. A
senior Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) MP, Moshiur Rahman,
took to the floor on a point of order and accused the main opposi-
tion Awami League leader of having links with a militant group
responsible forastring of bomb blasts across the country.

*Sheikh Hasina sought blessings from Golam Azam and kissed
his feet," he said, It was a taunt not out of place in a school play-
ground. Golam Azam is not only a former leader of the hard-line
Jamaat-e-Islami group but is also accused of being a war criminal
who collaborated with the Pakistan army during the 1971 war that

led to the creation of Bangladesh.

While the nature of Mr Rahman's comments is unlikely to be
taken seriously by political commentators, the reaction of the
opposition to his jibe was criticised as being equally childish.

After protesting against his comments for 15 minutes, they
reverted to the tactic they know best - yet another walkout of par-

liament.

In the eyes of many observers, both the Awami League and the '

BNP are equally guilty - and equally hypocritical - when it comes
to parliamentaryboycotts and general strikes (hartals).

When they are in government, they denounce them as damag-
ing to the country's economy and sending all the wrong signals to

theinternational community.

But when they are in opposition, they say such tactics are the
only ways to draw attention to the failings of heavy-handed,
incompetent and dictatorial governments.

The two sides do not talk to each other and that failure to com-
municateis reflected intheir respective sets of supporters.

The high level of antagonism between Sheikh Hasina and Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia who can barely bring themselves to talk face
to face makes antipathy between the two worse.

Recent demonstrations in Bangladesh may have been among
the most violent in recent months, but in truth they are the latest

manifestation of the same old problem: the intense distrust
between supporters of the Awami League and the BNP which
makes Bangladesh one of the most politically polarised countries

in the world.

While few people in Bangladesh can truly escape the party
political label, not everyone is interested in taking to the streets in
supportofthelatestpolitical cause.

The business community for example dislikes hartals called by
either side. For the most part, their main concern is making
money and providing adecentincome for their families.

The same can be said of most garment factory workers, who
have recently staged a series of determined demonstrations in

supportofbetter wages.

So far, there does not seem to have been much of a political
dimension to those protests. Their demonstrations and those
staged by oppositionsupporters have been quite distinet.

The worry for the governmentis thatatsome point there may be
common ground between the two, with the opposition capitalis-
ingon the frustrations of the factory workers.

All this comes ata tense time in Bangladesh. The stakes are high
with an election scheduled forJanuary.

A row between the two main parties over the composition of
election lists ahead of the election is unresolved, as is a dispute
over the make-up of a caretaker government that will oversee the

election process.

In most countries, such disagreements are normally debated in
parliament. In Bangladesh, parliament has effectively neutered
itself, which means the various protagonists take to the streets,

Already the government has threatened to mobilise its support-
ersto counter the opposition challenge.

In Bangladesh, the failure to talk could exacta heavy price.

Alastair Lawson, BBC News

World Cup

With thirty-two teams vying for the
top honours, it is quite interesting
to watch and enjoy. As an Asian, [
would very much love to see an
Aslan team climbing to the semi-
final.

Good luck to Saudi Arabia,
Japan, Koreaand [ran!
SNMamoon, Dhaka

World Cup and

electricity

It is quite intriguing that the gov-
ernment is hell bent upon provid-
ing uninterrupted electricity dur-
ing the World Cup matches, while
it failed to show that 'smartness’
and efficiency while the HSC and
other important examinations
were being held. It seems that fun
and frolics have taken priority and
precedence over education.

Whatan ill-fated nation we are!

SNM, One-mail

Fuel pricing and taxes
I have read the article entitled
"Bangladesh and Fuel pricing” by
former secretary Muhammad
Zamir.

I feel like making some com-
ments on it. You will agree with me
that only 20,0000 (two hundred
thousand) out of 14 crore people
pay the active income taxes. Don't
you think that it is a wrong sugges-
tion to introduce a special fuel tax

forall?

Another wrong suggestion is to
putmore tax burden to Fixed

Depositors as they are already
paying 10% taxon their profit. [tisa
huge sum that the government is
getting now. The government
should encourage people to put
more money as fixed deposit with-
out revealing the source, The
Bangladesh Bank, which has put
binding on all commercial banks to
reveal the source, should think
aboutthis,

The government has rightly
raised the fuel price as the direct
users and the direct consumers will
bear this expense. Why should the
limited number of income tax
payers bear this huge burden?
Moreover, there is no incentive for
those who are paying income taxes.

I would request the Hon'ble
Finance Minister to look into my
suggestions.

Abdullah Mohibuddin
Former DC10Flt Engineer, Dhaka

Serve the country

We urge the government and the
political parties to be a little more
patient, to love the country a little
maore, to pay a little bit of respect to
those hard working people who
always vote foryou.

We know you people (politi-
cians) have lots of money and
power, but you are supposed to
serve the country, not your party
alone.

Aconsclouscitizen
Dhanmondi, Dhaka
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