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he online encyclopaedia

‘Wikipedia' is helping

transform  the Internet
from a largely English-based
medium into a global repository
of knowledge in a multitude of
languages, and its founder JimmyWales spends much
of his time promoting freedom of speech around the
world. "It does not take a lot of technology to foster
open dialogue and debate," Mr.Wales said during a
web chat. "What is needed mostly, |1 think, is more
content in local languages, and support from peaple
around the world to help others join in the global con-
versation.” Wikipedia, a free multilingual Web-based
encyclopaedia written by thousands of volunteers
around the globe in many languages, was founded in
2001 and has grown, according to its Website, 'into the
largest reference website on the Internet’. It is funded
by donations from the general public. According to the
Wikipedia Website, there are more than 200 language
editions of Wikipedia, around 130 of which are active.
The 'wiki' in Wikipedia comes from the Hawaiian
phrase 'wiki wiki' meaning quick. In this case, a wiki is
a type of website that allows users to easily add,
remove, or otherwise edit all content, very quickly and
easily, sometimes without the need for registration.
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Household cleaner safety

S cientists say they've discovered indoor use of some
common household cleaners and air fresheners
may be hazardous to people's health. The research-
ers at the University of California-Berkeley and
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory say their study is
the first to measure emissions and concentrations of
toxic compounds produced by household cleaners
under typical indoor use. We've focused a lot of effort in
the last decades on controlling the big sources of air pol-
lution and on the chemicals in consumer produects that
contribute to outdoor ozone formation, said William
Nazaroff, a professor of environmental engineering and
the study'slead author. However, now we've learned that
we need to pay attention to other aspects of pollution
sources that are right under our nose. The good news, the
researchers said, is that when people use the products
under most ordinary circumstances, their exposure to
dangerous substances is below limits set by regulatory
agencies.

But in some scenarios -- such as cleaning in small,
moderately ventilated rooms -- tests showed people

might be exposed to potentially dangerous levels of toxic
pollutants,
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apanese electronics giant
Sony employee Masayo

Endo displays the new
emergency radio "ICF-B01",
equipped with spot and dif-
fused LED lights and connec-
tors for recharging batteries
of mobile phones at the com-
pany'’s headquarters in
Tokyo. Powered by dry bat-
teries or a hand-powered
generator, it takes one min-
ute to generate a 60-minute
autonomy for radio
programme listening, a fea-
ture which can be used dur-
ing emergency times leading
to power cuts. Sony will put
it on the market mid June
with an estimated price of
USD 55.




