Luls Gonzalez is likely to start for
Arg a in Friday's World Cup
ip C match against Serbia &
‘Montenegro, giving his team a
moreattackingoptionin midfield.
"l played on the right of
midfield,” said Gonzalez of prac-
‘tice behind closed doors on
“Wednesday, with Esteban
 Cambiasso making way from the
_ sidethatbeatIvory Coast2-1.
~ ' Gonzalez, a substitute last
. Saturday, said holding midfielder
' ,l‘,-‘-lfi,l'\d".:.-ﬂlasl:hemno played in the
~ middle anct Maxi Rodriguez, who

~ wis onthe right wing in Hamburg,
- wasonthe left.
' "The idea is to create more
Surprise in atack,” Gonzalez told
‘reporters.

» Coach Jose Pekerman appears
Jo be looking for his team to play
higher up the field, sacrificing a
tackler in Cambiasso for a fast ball-
‘earrying player and giving
playmaker Juan Roman Riquelme
MOrecompany. »

‘Argentina dropped back in the
second half against Ivory Coast
when they were two goals up and
relinquished theinitiative.

Pekerman is keen for his side to
beattheSerbs andsecure qualifica-
tion for the second round before
their final group match against
Netherlands in Frankfurt on June
21.

Hernan Crespo and Javier
‘Saviola, the scorers against Ivory
,Coast, are expected (o remain up
‘front.

. Pekerman chose to practice at
_15001ocal time, the time of Friday's
.kickoffin Gelsenkirchen.

' Versatile defender Fabricio
Coloceini, who will be on the bench
again, said: "We practised irf the
afternoon to get accustomed to this
heat which will be tough. But I
thinkwe'llhave a good match."

The afternoon games are being
played in temperatures rising
above30 degrees Celsius (86.00F).

No gift for
Lemerre

REUTERS, Munich

Frenchman Roger Lemerre could

- be [orgiven for wondering whatltis
about him and roller-coaster rides
ofhope and disappointment at the
World Cup finals.

The Frenchman, who celebrates
his 65th birthday on Sunday, wasin
charge of France four years ago
when the defending champions

‘were eliminated without scoring a

%pmmpdy left that job and was

‘s00n engaged agein in North Africa

wherehe guided Tunisia to successin

the2004 African Nations Cup.

. OnWednesday, his Tunisian team
‘raised his Hopes when they domi-
nated Saudi Arabia and took a com-
fortable first half lead through Ziad
Jaziri'swell-taken volley.

- Itlooked as if they were on their

. wayto afirst win at the finals in nine
attempts since overcoming Mexico
on thelr debut in 1978, Their fexible
4-4-2system gave them control,

But, after the interval, they
resumed as if the job was done, the
defence buckled and goals from
YasserAlQahtani, with aclassic near-
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Ukraine's dejected striker Andrly Shevchenko gestures after their 4-0 loss to Spain at Leipzig Stadiym on

Wednesday.

Stumbling Shevchenko
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AGENCIES, Leipzig

Andriy Shevechenko's reputation as
one of the world's most lethal
strikers falled to shine through as
Ukmine ended an historic frst
Waorld Cup match with a 4-0 defeat
to Group. H favourites Spain
Wednesday, !

For the 29.year-old former AC
Milan striker, who has recently
signed for & reporred 30million
pounds, for, English: champions
Chelsen, juse-finishing  the: match
unscathed was perhaps the best
resultofthe day.

Shevchenko, who has scored 29
goals in 64 games for his country
ineluding six of the 17 in total dur-
ing qualifying, had been doubtful
due to a lack of match fitness fol-
lowingarecent injury.

But that did not stop Ukraine
coach Oleg Blokhin, who like his
star player was a former European
Player of the Year, from including
Shevehenko in the starting lineup
for their group opener.

Against Luis Aragones' high-
flying Spaniards Shevchenko was
however virtually non-existent.

“We all understood before the

Shevchenko.

“Maybe if they didn't get their

second goal so quickly things
would have worked out differently
forus,”

Despiteacouple of close efforts,
including Andriy Voronin's swerv-
ing drive in the second half which
shaved Iker Casillas's right-hand
post, in the end Ukraine were
totally outclassed.

Shevchenko had few chances (o
threaten Casillas, although Blokhin
would be the first to admit that he
did not get the service he would
expect from the midfielders.

The crucial thing for Ukraine
now is that Shevchenko finished o

now looking forward ro the games
against Tunisia and Saudi Arabia,
whocomplete Group H.

"My leg feels much better,” he
added.

“I've played 90 minutes of a
match and now I'm ready to play
the other two games.

“It's going to be difficult for us
butwe have to rest and take stock of
whatlies ahead,” ]

His teammates and coach Oleg
Blokhin, however, are concentrat-
ing on picking themselves up for

their remaining two Group H -

matches.
Tunisiaand Saudi Arabiashould
prove less of a challenge than the

.. excellent Spanish and Blokhin's

squad are still expected (o make it

o S 1 seenndshalf cwhendexperientced |
full competitive, motch and heds | e \rhaan :

PHOTO: AFP

through to the knockout stages.

Most of the players were given
the day off on Thursday at their
base in Potsdam near Berlin,
though some who did not feature
on Wednesday will do some light
training. '

“If the journalists think
Shevchenko played badly they
should write that but you won't
hearitfromme,” Blokhin said.

“We'll have to analyse our mis-
takes very closely and lift the play-
ersfornextgame.”

Thestatistics from Wednesday's
match underscore Spain's domi-
nance, boosted at the start of the

Wkiainian ‘defehder Viadislay'
Vashehyuk was harshly sent off for
achallenge on Fernando Torres,

Spain had 10 shots on goal to
Ukraine's two and enjoyed 54
percent of the possession to their
opponent’'s46 percent.

After taking the lead in the 13th
minute the Spanish players stroked
the ball around with aplomb, in
contrastto the sluggish Ukrainians,
and constantly looked threatening
inatmck.

"We are all very down but we
should be able to pick ourselves up
and wirn things around in the next
match,” said Ukraine striker Serhiy
Rebrov, who came on in the second
half but also failed 1o produce a
shaton goal.

pel striking doubts

Al Jaber joins
Pele, Maradona

REUTERS, Munich

Saudi Arabian striker Sami Al Jaber
joined an elite group of players that
include Pele and Diego Maradona
when he scored against Tunisia on
Wednesday,

His goal in his team's 2-2 draw | [

with Tunisia came 12 years after his
first goal in the World Cup finals
against Moroccoin 1994 and he has
now joined Pele, Uwe Seeler, Diego
Maradona and Michael Laudrup as
the only players who have scored
World Cup goal 12 years after their
maiden goal.

Henrik Larsson of Sweden can
alsojoin thiselite listifhe scores for
Sweden against Paraglay on
Thursday. 4

Pele's goals spanned the years

195B-70, Seeler's” L958-70,
Maradona's 1982-94 and |

Laudrup's 1986-98.

Al Jaber, who was struggling
with a thigh injury before the
match which threatened his partic-
ipation in his fourth World Cup
finals, was bitterly disappaointed
the Saudis had not taken all three
points in Group H after his 84th
minute goal.

"Wewere unluckytolera goal in
one minute before the end. Nowwe
have one point. It {s not the end of
the competition for us. We have to
work hard against Ukraine,* Al
Jaberrtold reporters.

“I am still recovering (from the
thigh injury) and I will do every-
thing possible to recover o be
ready for thatmartch."

Ronaldo says
he is ok

AFP, Konigstein

Under-pressure Brazilian striker
Ronaldo insisted on Thursday that
hisWorld Cup campaign will not be
derailed by his latest worrying

health scare. =

The Real Madrid attacker, who
has been dogged by injury and
fitness problems, needed treat-
mentat a Frankfurt hospital after
complaining of dizzy spells.

But the 29-year-old said he has
been given the all-clearand is fitto
play in the world champions' next
World Cup Group F clash against.
AustraliainMunichon Sunday. *

"This is nothing like what hap-
pened in 1998," said Ronaldo
referring to the infamous fit in the
dressing room he suffered just
before kick-off in the final against
France in Paris which his side
eventuallylost3-0.

"I feel fineand I'm thinking only
of the march againstAustralia.”

Earlier Thursday, the Brazil
Football Confederation (CBF) had
said that the tests showed nothing
wrongwith the player.

Nakata blasts
negative press

REUTERS, Bonn

Japan's Hidetoshi Nakata has
blasted the media for being pessi-
mistic, telling them not to write off
the Asian champions' hopes of
World Cup survival.

Monday's 3-1 defeat by
Australia in their Group F opener

PHOTO: aFP

Saudi Arabian record-breaking forward Sami Al Jaber celebrates scoring his goal against Tunisia at Munich's Allianz

Arena on Wednesday.
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Serbs cry for Vidic
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REUTERS, Billerbeck

Serbia & Montenggro assistant
coach Goran Stevanovic said the
withdrawal of Nemanija Vidic had
lefthis defensive plansinruins.

The centre back, who missed
the 1-0 Group € defeat by
Netherlands through suspension,
isoutfor the restof the tournament
after injuring his knee in training
on Monday.

“It ook a while to build that
defence on Vidic and we can't

.rebuild it overnight," Stevanovic

told a news conference on
Wednesday ahead of the match

with Argentina in Gelsenkirchen
on Friday.

“We have a clear vision of whatit
should look like against the

Argentines butwe have to wait and

see whether it works. We'll try to
makelife difficult for them.”

A makeshift defence with
Nenad Djordjevic at right back
looked shaky against Netherlands.
Coach Ilija Petkovic is likely to

. prefer Igor Duljaj in that position

with Goran Gavrancic moving into
Vidic'sslotin the centre,

Up front, 32-year-old Savo
Milosevic may be dropped for
towering striker Nikola Zigic, whose
aerial strength appears to be
Serbia's best chance againstayoun-
gerand moretalented Argentina.

"We have to avoid situations in
which they are clearly the berter
side and try to exploit our own

strengths as much as we can,” said
Stevanovic.

"It won't be easy but our blgs
are not packed yet and we don't
plan to take an early flighthome."

The Serbs need to avoid defear
to keep alive any realistic hopes of
progressing, with the Argentines
enjoying the cushionofa 2-1 open-
ingwinagainst Ivory Coast.,

Vidic said beating Argentina
wasadifficult rask. :

"They have superfor skill and
overall they arean even betterteam
than the Dutch,” hesaid.

"They are not invincible,
though, and lam confident the lads
will play theirheartsout to win.

"I feél terrible being sidelined
and unable to help. T thought my
leghad come offwhenl gotinjured
but the scan showed it wasn't
nearlyasbad as[ thought.”

Young generation shines

AFP, Herlin

When German Jurgen Klinsmann
was still around as a player, not the
1990 World Cup-winning incarni-
tion but the striker who was part of
an aging 1998 squad which earned
infamy back home for a quarter-
finalloss 1o Croatia, the alk was ofa
team ofhas-beens.

Not any more, as under the
former Stuttgart, Inter Milan,
Tottenham and Bayern Munich star
there has been a generational shift
amongDie Mannschaft,

There have been teething pains -
a4-11loss earlier thisyear toltaly saw
abuse heaped on the side amid
acrimonious media claims that'a
California-based Klinsmann was
not perhaps the man to bring the
World Cup home after a 16-year-
Bap.

But two group wins out of two,
vindicating Klinsmann's decision (o
blood youngsters such as Per

pants win over Poland which essen-
tially wrapped up passage into the
last 16, courtesy of Oliver Neuville's
lﬂ5t‘|.'|Iilltl!c\\'illl]l'r.

"When the goal went in | just
dickr know where 0 run - the
emotion of the moment was over-
powering," said the man whose
father is Ghanaian and whose
motheris German,

“The arntacking midfielder was a
surprise call-up into the German
squad and saw his development
hampered by a serfous knee injury
after making his Bundesliga debut
in2002.

Odonkor says the atmosphere at
the World Cup in the German camp
could not be better and says the
young players are being given their
head.

"The whole team have taken me
under their wing - it's really like a
family,” Odonkor said Thursday at
the German team's Berlin media
headquarters.

"My family came (to the Poland
game). It was so important to me
theywereinthe stadium."”

The Germans looked rocky at
the back in conceding two goals
against plucky Costa Rica, but

at 21 asacultureddefendenhas kept
hisplace sincea2004 debut win over
Iran, holdiug. off claims to bring
back one of the veterans of 1998

ChristianWorns. -
Fie suid  Chursdoy thar the

Germans were feeling quietly confi-
dentafter their winping showings.

“Wewentover thefirstgame with
a fine tooth comb. We decided what
needed fixing and worked to iron
out those weak points which had
emerged indefence.”

With Klinsmann having
blooded a clutch of other young
stars such as Lukas Podolski of
Cologne and Bayern's Bastian
Schweinsteiger the futire, at least
in the medium term, i5 suddenly
looking quite bright faor the hosts,
though itis askingalotofthem to
conquer the world inthe next three
weeks.

"It's a steep learning curve -
many people laughed when I was
first called up after just 20-league
games. Things aré poing very
quickly," said Mertesacker.

Team assistant and Euro-96
champion Oliver Bierhoff mean-
while said Neuville's late winer
"proves you have 1o keep on plug-
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