e i
The Cabinet Committee on
Purchase at a meetlng yesterday
approyv en projects, including
construetion of the drd Karnaphuli
Brid e,InCh!tm ug.

ance Minister M
Saifur ‘ﬂnhman. the meeting
decided to award the construction
woik of the bridge involving Tk

336.30 e to Chlnn Major Bridge
Company. -

Emerging l!mm the meeting,
Saifur told reporters the construc-
tion work on the bridge will begin
soon. "We're hopeful that the work

wlllb inwithin 3 to4months," he

The cdmmit,tae approved a
« Séparate proposal for appointing a
consul [ar iupemsmg the 3rd
Karnap

Residwl'ﬁ 0 Chirmgnng and
Cox's Bazar have long been
deman cnmrmcuon of the
bridge the Karnaphuli to
facilitate their movement between
the two districts.

The committee also selected
Czech Republic-based Skadaxport
Company for supply, installation
and commissioning of gas booster
and gas compressor, including civil
work at 100MW Haripur Power
Plant, unr.ler a renovation and
modermisation programme.

The other approved projects are
appoinument of a consultant for
the development of road network
across the country, appointmentof
another consultant for supervision
of the 3rd Buriganga Bridge and
2nd Shitalakkha Bridge, appoint-
ment of @ consultant for supervis-
ingthe Ghiltﬂgﬂngl’nﬂ Facilitation
Project and appointment of a
consultant for the improvement of
secondaryschooleducation.

[GFM MEET
Morshed flies
to Azerbaijan
tomorrow

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
leaves Dhaka for Azerbaijan tomor-
row to attend the 33rd Islamic
Conference of Foreign Ministers
(ICFM) tobe heldin Baku June 19-21
against the backdrop of major
developments in the Muslim world.

| Forei sources saicd
“this sess %ﬂﬁ%ﬁ GFHE"hdiai*:I"il
special signiieance as irwill do the
spadework [of the forthcoming
Islamic summit, scheduled to be
held in Senegal later this vear witha
number of important issues on the
agenda.

Seminar on
Bangladesh
elections to
be held in UK

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A seminar on ‘The elections in
Bangladesh: Security, human
rights and a level-playing field" will
be held at the King's College,
University of London, in the UK on
July 15, said press release issued by
Lord Avebury, vice-chair of UK
Human Rights Parliamentary
Group.

Lord Avebury with Jeremy
Corbyn MP will co-chair the semi-
nar, organised by Liberation and
International Bangladesh
Foundation, in collaboration with
London-based human rights
organisations, peers, MPs, MEPs,
academicsandfaithleaders.

In the press release, Lord
Avebury expressed concern over
the human tights violations in
Bangladesh, particularly the reli-
glous extremism, harassment and
persecution of religious minorities,
and failure to create the conditions
for free and fair elections.

"Bqually, the neutrality of the
caretaker government and the
Electoral Commission must be
achieved if there is to be a level-
playingfield," headded.

Coné'em over
gang rape of
garment worker

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

gxpressed deep
concern nm the incident of gang
rape of an employee of Syntex BD
Limited atSavar onWednesday.

&gtuupuﬁpenple. led by super-

visor of the rment factory at
Jamgara area of Ashulia, sexually
abu.w.dlh'b uﬁl&garmenrwurkm

Km:maﬂbi Nari President Shirin
Akhter and General Secretary
Sharmin Kabir in a statement
demanded exemplary punishment

to the culprits invoived in the
incident. They said psychological
and physieal torture on women
and women workers has alarm-
inglybeenincreasing day by day.

They urged the authorities
concerned fo take necessary steps
immediatelytoend the continuous
oppression and violence against
_the female garment workers,

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
dayaskedthe SSF to ensure highest
security to the VVIPs keeping in
mind the necessity of their contact
with the people.

She said the coming days will be
maore challenging for SSE with the
changed situation.

Khaleda, also in-charge of
Defence Ministry, sald this while
she was addressing a Function
marking the 20th founding anni-
versary of the SSF at the newly built
S5F officers' mess-house.

She said on one hand every SSF
member will have to be intelligent,
creative, innovative, efficient and
tactful in carrying out their duties
and on the other they will have to

to VVIPs

Khaleda asks SSF

be firmbutkind and gentle.

She said the SSF members have
to remember that the responsibil-
ity of maintaining security is now
not only & routine waork, but also a

“routine plus®. “This plus part is

bringing new

requirement and demand every
moment and that will have o be
fulfilled,” she told the SSF officers
atthe function.

She said ensuring security is a
multidimensional effort and the
SSF members, as security persons
nel, are engaged in maintaining the
security of the distinctively impor-
tant persons. *So you will have to be
well-disciplined and have the high
qualities of character,”

“Your faithfulness, firmness of
character and sincerity in perform-

Pt

ing duties will have to be beyond
question,” she said, adding that they
will always have to remain vigilant
and ready to face any emergency
and for that they need regular train-
ing, perseveranceand practice.

SSF Director General Maj Gen
Sayed Fatemi Ahmed Roomy in his
address of welcome said women
will be included in 5SF soon as part
of development of the force and a
p sinthisregard is underway.

lier, Khaleda inaugurated
the SSF officers’ mess by unveiling
its plague on the north side of PM's
Relief Godown at Airport Road at
'Igjgaon near theold airport.

The four-storied mess building,
with north, south and middle
blncks, was built on 1.69 acres of
land at acost of Tk 10.40 crore.

Justice Muhammad Habibur Rahman, former chief advisor of the caretaker
government, inaugurates a 15-day baok festival titled 'Oitijya Bol Utsab’ at
Etceterashowroom at Gulshanin the city yesterday.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anumberoftop posts inimportant
offices of the government, includ-
ing Prime Minister's Office, cabinet
division and different ministries,
are held by officials appointed on
contract. ]

At least 15 officials have been
working on contract at the secre-
tary level while two others at addi-
tional secretary level, said Aminul
Hagq, in-chaige of the establish-
ment ministry with regard to par-
liamentary affairs, in the [atiya
Sangsad yesterday.

He also placed a list of the offi-
cials while replying to a question
from BNP lawmaker Rustam Ali
Farazi.

The list shows that Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister's
Office Dr Kamal Uddin Siddiqui
and Secretary of the office
Khandaker Shahidul Islam are
appointed on contract,

Khairuzzaman, chairman of the
National Board of Revenue (NBR),
Akhter Hossain Khan, secretary of
the Planning Division, and
Siddiqur Rahman Chowdhury,
Secretary of the finance division,
are also on the list. These posts are
underthe finance ministry.

Besides, Cabinet Secretary ASM
Abdul Halim, Communications
Secretary Mohammad Shafiqul
Islam, Law Secretary Md Alauddin
Sarder, Shipping Secretary Rafiqul
Islam, Foreign Secretary Hemayet
Uddin, Defence Secretary
Mahmud Hasan Mansur, Housing
and Public Works Secretary [qbal

17 top posts held by
officials on contract..|

Uddin Chowdhury and Acting
Secretary to the labour and
employment ministry Syed
Sujauddin Ahmed have been works
ingoncontract.

Alternative Executive Director
of the World Bank Zakir Ahmed
Khan and Ambassador
Muhammad Abul Kashem are also
appointed on contract.

The two officials appointed on
contract at the additional secretary
level are Vice-Chairman of
Bangladesh Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission AMM
Reza-e-Rabbi and Press Secretary
to the Prime Minister's Office Tajul
Islam.

Kitchen market
gutted in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A kitchen market of a shopping
complex was gutted in a fire at
Uttarain the clty yesterday.

Originating from an electrical
short circuit at the underground
kitchen market of Kushal Centre at
Sector No. 3 of Uttara at about
2:30pm, the fire immediately
engulfed the shops,

The fire highters extinguished
the fire after a struggle for more
than an hourat4:25pm.

The fire damaged huge kitchen
materals and gutted six hardware
and stationary shops.

Fire Service and Civil Defence
officials estimated the [oss at about
Tk 10.17lakhinthe fire.

UNB, Dhaka

Thundershowers likel

\i/.-

EATE

the period.

The sun sets in the capital at
LOMOFToW,

Citv/Town

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty or squally wind is likely at many places over Barisal,
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over Dhaka,
Rajshahiand Khulna division in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.
Moderately heavy falls are also likely at places, said Met Office
predicting nearly unchanged day temperature over the country in

Highest temperature 35.4 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Jessore and lowest 20.8 degree Celsius at Sandwip.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

Temperature

inCelsius percentage

Max Min Moming Evening
Dhaka 33.8 24.2 75 85
Chittagong 32.8 25.3 92 59
Rajshahi 35.2 232 83 76
Khulna 34.6 245 #e i
Barisal 3.2 25.0 - LS
Sylhet 32.8 22:1 V2 6
Cox's Bazar 41.6 234 “e

6:48pm today and rises at5:11am

Humidity in

Police need to
change their
mindset: PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day said all members of the police
forceneed to change their mindset,
with the social changes taking
place duetoglobalisation.

"Society has been undergoing
many changes due to the influence
of globalisation, spread of eduoca-
tion. and technology, and socio-
economic development,” she said
arefunctionofthepolice.

‘The function was organised on
the occasion of laying the founda-
tion stone of a new building of
DMP Headquarters on its premises
atthecity's Mintu Road.

Referring to her government's
sugcessinimproving lawand order
situation and ensuring public
segurity, Khaleda said the number
of thanas in Dhaka City would be
ing¢reased to 51 from 28 gradually,

' Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, Housing Minister Mirza
Abbas, State Minster for Home
Affairs Lutfozzman Babar and [GP

A BT Qi dlosp ok

Roundtable

Itlamic Ecanomics Research Bureau
grganises a roundiable on the
proposed national budget 2006-07.
Venue: National Press Club. Time:
9, 30am.

Prize giving ceremony

The prize giving ceremony of daylang
debale compelition on disaster
management affairs will be held.

Venue; EGS Administration Academy,
Shahbagf, Time: 3.30pm.

Fruits exhibition

A three-day national fruits exhibition,
arganised by the Agricullural
Extension Depariment, will be
Inaugurated. Venue: Krishibid
Institution Bangladesh, Farmgate.
Time:3.00pm.

Healthcare camp

A healthcare camp on breast cancer
and hypertension will be inaugurated.
Venue: YWCA Office, Green Road.
Time: 9.00am.

Seminar

Green University arganises a seminar

n " Entrepreneurship and small
business administrationinthe USAand
Bangladesh’. Venue: Biam Auditorium,
New Eskaton. Time: 10.00am.

Meeting

A meeting of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Hall Alumni
Association will be held. Venue:
Commerce facully conferance roam of
Dhaka University. Time: 3.30pm.

Discussion

A discussion on holy Hajj will be held
with audle-video presentalion. Venue:
Specira Convention Centre, Gulshan-
1, Time:4.20pm.

Rally

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
organises a rally demading more
playgrounds in the city. Venue: In front
of the Institute of Fine Arts, Shahbagh.

Time: 10,30am.
Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of Begum Faizunnessa
(Kachi), daughter of late Khan
Shaheb Sayeduddin Ahmed of
Bharukat Miahbari, Jhalakati and
a furmer librarian and Assistant
Superintendent of Dhaka Eden
College Hostel, will be held today
aftér Asr prayers at Embassy
Garden, 12 Dutabash Road,
Baridhara in the city, says a press
relense.

Friends, relatives and admirers
are requested to attend the
quikhwani.

She was buried at Azimpur new
graveyard aiter namaz-e-janaza at
Baitul Mukarram National Mosque
yesterday.

\(.-,,

EvICTION NOTICE ON KHALED
MOSHARRAE'S WIFE

Sector
commanders

to exchange
views tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sector commanders and
Liberation War heroes will
exchange views at a press confer-
ence in the city tomorrow with
regard 1o a notice served by the

government to vacate the house |

allotted to the wife of 'K' Force
commander Brig. Gen. Khaled
Mosharraf Bir Uttam, 3 "7

They will also take a deefsion on
their next course of action in this
regard at the press conference
beginning at 4:00pm at the
National Press Club,

The house at NW(E) 20, Roac #
59, Gulshan was allotted to Salma
Khaled in 1979 during the tenure of
President Ziaur Rahman.

The Directorate of Government
Accommuodation issued the evie-
tion notice in Navember last year,
saying that the allotment has been
cancelled for the sake of ‘public
interest’.

In October 2004, Rajuk auc-
tioned off the house to two bidders
withoutinformingSalma Khaled.,

After the 60-year-old widow of
Brig. Gen. Khaled Mosharraf filed a
writ petition, the High Court issued
a rule on November 14 last year
staying the operation of the evic-
tion order and asked the govern-
ment to explain why the cancella-
tion of allotment should not be
declared illegal.

When Salma came to know
about the auction of the house, she
filed a separate petition challeng-
ing the Rajuk's involvement and
questioning its authority to sell the
house.

On March 12, the court modi-
fied its previous rule making Rajuk
a party in the writ and directed all
concerned to maintain the status
quo.

Khaled Mosharraf, also com-
mander of Sector-2 during the
Liberation War, was killed in
November 1975 military unrest
that brought Ziaur Rahman to the

“limelight.

Death anniversary

Today is the
28th death

Nawob Khawija
Ahsanullah,
youngest son of
Nawab Sir
Salimullah,
L says @ press

release. :

Onthe occasion, wreaths willbe
placed at his Begum Bazar mazar at
10.00am and doa mahfil will be
held at his mazar at 4.00pm and at
Sir Salimullah Muslim Orphanage
after Maghrib prayers.

Relatives, friends and admirers
are requested o attend the doa
mahfil.

Mahmudul Hoque

Today is the
eighth death
anniversary of
Mahmudul
Sl H o g u e
| Chowdhury,
i senior sub-
editor of the
Bangladesh
Observer, saysa pressrelease.

Milad mahfil and Qurankhawni
will be held at his village home at
Matiagodha in Chhagalnaiya, Feni,
onthe occasion.

His family members have
requested all to pray for the salva-
tion ofthe departed soul.

Chehlum

Chehlum of
Salma Amin,
wife of
Development
Construction
Limited (DCL)
Managing
fDirecto’r

==8 Engineer Nurul
Amin, will ht held today, says a
pressrelease.

Salma passed away at the
Kornatok Neprolgy and Transplant
Institute at Bangalore in India on
May5.

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at her residence at
Kapatia in Gazipur. Foodstuff will
be distributed at different
madrasas and orphanages after
Juma prayers.

Prince MurtazaAli Khan

Chehlum of
Prince Murtaza
Ali Khan, a
prominent
| social worker
and politician,
will be held at
his home at
Kajla in
Mymensingh after Juma prayers
today, suys a press release.

Milad mahfil and Qurankhawni
will be held onthe oceasion,

Relatives, well-wishers and
friends have been requested to
attend the milad.

Murtaza Ali was awarded the
title 'Prince’ by the British Raj for
his benevolent activities like set-
ting up mosques and madrasas.

anniversary of

METROPOLITAN/NEWS -

Ensure highest security

‘Budget anti-people’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB), Jatiya Oikya
Mancha and Bangladesh Tarikat
Federation at a rally yesterday
rejected the proposed budget for
2006-07 fiscal, terming it ‘anti-
peaple’.

They also strongly condemned
the ruling allinnce for using the law
enlorcers to foil the opposition
political parties' peaceful move-
ment.

Thebudgetdidnotreflectthehopes
‘tnd aspirations of the people as the
government has only imposed taxes
throughthis budget, said BDB General

| Secretary Maj. (retd.) Abdul Manna at

the rally held in front of the Muatsya
BhabhanatSegunbagichainthegin:

Criticising the earmarking of
over Tk 7000 crore in block alloca-
tion, he said the government has
allocated maximum amount for
those sectors where there are much
scopeforcormiption.

He also warned that if the BNP-
Jamaat alliance continues to resort
to repressive measures on the oppo-
sitlon leaders and activists, tougher
movement will be launched against
the govermment.

Tarikat Federation General
Secretary Maulana Zakir Hossain,
Oikya Mancha leader Abdur Rauf,
BDB leader MA Hanif, Kamrul
Hasan of Jatiya Chhatra Dhara and
Khan Siddiqur Rahman of Jubo
Gono Forum also spoke.

Later, they took out a procession
in Kakrail area.

Transport strike called off

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The transport owners aned workers
yesterday called off their June 18-19
countrywide strike following a fruit-
fuldiscussion with the government.
They announced the decision
after a four-hour discussion at a
meeting of the transport owners,
workers leaders and government
officials at the communication
ministryintheafternoon.
Communication Minister
Nazmul Huda chaired the meeting
while Srate Minister for Home
Affairs Eutfuzzaman Babar, State
Minister for Labour and
Employment Aman Ullah Aman
and G M Siraj MP, BIWTC
Chairman Advocate Shamsur
Rahman Shimul Bishwash, BRTC
Chairman Taimur Alam
Khondoker represented the gov-

ernmentatthe meating,

Moshiur Rahman Ranga MB
workers' federation leaders
Shahjahan Khan MP Habibur
Rahman Khan, owners' leader
Ashraf Khan wok part in the dis-
cussion on behalf of the workers
andowners.

"The strike was withdrawn as
the transport workers and leaders
were satisfied in the discussion
with the government,” Huda told
the newsmen emerging from the
meeting. "We assured them of
considering their demand for fare
hike after discussion in the eabi-
net," hesaid.

“We have withdrawn strike as the
communication minister has
accepted all of our demands and
assured us of implementing those
very soon,” Habibur Rahman Khan
said.

DU POLITICAL SC(ENCE
ExamM RESULTS

Probe body
again invites
information

DU CORRESPONDENT

The probe commitiee, formed to
investigate the masters’ results of
political science department of
Dhaka University (DU), has again
invited information from all con-
cerned.

A DU press release, signed by
Abdul Latif, examination controller
and member-secretary of the
committee, has urged persons
willing to provide information to
report to the pro-vice-chaneellor's
office at :00pm on July 15.

Earlier, the committee asked the
interested persons to report to the
office on June 14,

"But they could not come to
provide information on that dayas
it was a hartal day," Prof AEM Yusuf
Haider, committee convenor and
pro-vice-chancellor, said, adding,
*Sowe have fixed anotherday.*

Only two persons who are ‘fac-
ulty members' came to praovide
information on the issue, he added.

The release said the identity of
the information provider would be
keptsecret.

As many as 52 students of the
department secured first class in
the master of social seience exami-
nations 2002 (held in 2004) that
gave rise to a widespread contro-
versy.

DU syndicate formed the probe
committee on February 28 to
investigate the matter.

Mismanagement mars ICDDRB's reputation

FROM PAGE 1

however remains defiant to its
ordinance when it comes to the
payment of Bangladeshi
workforce. Although the ordi-
nance clearly states in section 14
(2) that salaries for non-
international level positions
should be comparable to the
salaries paid by the United
Nations organisations in the
country, the Bangladeshi
workforce of ICDDR,B does not
even receive 50 percent of the UN
salary structure.

"We cannot afford to pay the
local staff as p?{ the ordinance,
we lave (o rurl the centre first,”
saidaDayvid A Sagk, executive
director of ICDDHRB, who 'has
been serving for seven years.

Sources alleged that the man-
agement overtly gives priority to
foreign scientists over the local
anes who submit proposals for
research. They said Bangladeshi
scientists are often subjected to
long delays in processing their
papers for funds.

“When a local scientist does
his research work, he is paid from
the fund available for the particu-
lar project, but a foreign scientist
continues the same work with a
top grade fixed salary, made
available from a special fund,”
said asource.

With a fund of US $19 million
in 2005, ICDDR,B, since its incep-
tion 28 years ago, has spent over
$300 million to run the centre.
The bulk of the fund is provided
by the Government of
Bangladesh with almost a million
dollar in cash annually, and with
assets and exemptions from
taxes, duties and rates for the
centre and its 2000 personnel.
Other major donors are
Switzerland, the Netherlands,
UK, USA, Sweden, Canada and
Japan.

Recently, two recruitment in
ICDDR,B for the posts of director
of human resources and the
finance director, with top inter-
national tax free salaries (around
LS 58,000 a month) and facilities,
created more resentments
among its staff. The recruitment
were carried out violating the
charter under which ICDDR,B is
supposed to run. Sources said
prior to the appointments no
advertisement was published in
the mass media to ensure wide
participation.

Sources also said quite a few
eyebrows were raised throughout
the office when an external audi-
tor of ICDDR,B, belonging to a
foreign audit firm engaged in
auditing the centre’s finances,
was given the position of the
finance director of ICDDR,B with
a top international salary. The
auditor's independence and
neutrality was instantly assumed
to be compromised when he was
offered the job during an external
audit of the centre. The auditor
immediately went back to his
country of origin, resigned from
the auditor's post and returned to
join ICDDR,B as the head of its
finance department.

The director of human
resources, also a foreign national,
wiaas previously working for an
international school in Dhakaasits
head of 'after school extracurricu-
lar activities'. Allegedly she is a
family friend of Professor Sack, and
the position she was given requires
a highly skilled person with rele-
vant qualifications.

Professor David A Sack said he
does not think the recruitment are

I In violation of any norm or 'a con-

flictofinterest’,

"He was an external auditor and
he knows the centre, and he tatally
disassociated himself from the
other firm, He is very skilled, very
qualified and he knows his job,"
sald Sack.

ICDDR,B has a 16-member
board of trustees where
Bangladesh as the host is the only
country represented by three
members. By virtue of a decision
made by the erstwhile president of
the country, late Ziaur Rahman, the
health secretary and the secretary
to the Economic Relations Division

i begome members of the board of
Utrustees

automutically. The
Ministry of Health selects the thind
member, with relevant qualifica-
tions and expertise. The current
Bangladeshi members are
Secretary to the Ministry of Health
AKM Zafar Ullah Khan, Secretary to
the Economic Relations Division
Mohammad Ismail Zabihullah and
for the first rime ever Secretary
General of the Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA) Dr AZM Zahid
Hossain,

The trustees meet twice a year
supposedlyto take some of the vital
decisions on recruitment,
researches and important other
issues. The chair of the board is Prof

{Terence H Hull from Australia

while the member secretary is Prof
David A Sack.

ICDDR,B sources said the role of
the trustees during meetings
remains ‘totally insignificant’,
where all decisions made by Prof
Sack are silently accepted and
approved.

"Most of the members are very
busy executives borth in
Bangladesh and abroad, who
hardly have time to scrutinise facts
and figures, so they trust the execu-
tive director working directly in the
field,” saida top-level source.

Sources said the silence of
Bangladeshi board membets is
usually managed by hefty honorar-
iums, foreign trips and lucrative
consultancies. A former health
secretary to the Ministry of Health
was offered the post ofan "adviser’,
a completely new position, with a
top international salary. He joined
the post a day after his retirement,
raising questions as to how sin-
cerely he served Bangladesh's
interest whilein the office.

Despite repeated attempis over
a period of several days, the secre-
tary of health and the secretary
general of BMA could not be
reached.

But, Secretary to the Economie
Relations Division Mohammad
Ismail Zabihullah said Bangladeshi
board members are never con-
sulted before any recruitment.

"I'have heard aboutsome anom-
alies in the centre and we would
like to convene an urgent meeting

. todiscussthe issues,” hesaid.

The ICDDR,B ordinance clearly
says that the board of trustees must
approve the appointments of all
top level personnel in the centre.
David A Sack however said he
usually takes approvals of the
members over the telephone.

The executive director denied
the allegations saying, "l hope that
isnot true [that he runs a one-man
show], these [members| are expe-
rienced people and we have a
majority of people [members]
coming from developing coun-
tries.”

Over the last 28 years, the cen-
tre has conducted eight ‘vandi-
date vaccine trials' on lakhs of
people at Matlab in Chandpur but
mysteriously failed to produce a
single report on the trials. Officials

who were serving at the time of
1985 vaccine rrials on the people
of Matlab alleged thar the trials
were run without the consent of
the people on whom the experi-
ment was conducted. Following
the allegation of ‘unethical
research’ the government then
formed atask force to loak into the
matter. The report uflhutn.ﬂ:fon:e
wasnever made public,

According to Sack, the cholera
vaccine trial conducted fn 1985 int
Matlab was ‘quite successiul’.
After 20 years, the same vaccing
tried on the people of Matlab, has
heen patented by a Swedish dom.~
pany, and licensed and marketed
in Europe, hesaid, '

"It's too expensive to make it
available in Bangladesh, but now
WHO is making recommencda-
tions for use of the same vaccing in
Bangladesh. We are working to
develop a formulation. which
would be inexpensive for the
people to use here, | am afraid that
might takeyears,” Sacksaid.

According to the ICDDR,B
Ordinance 1978, the centre is o
undertake and promote study,
research and dissemination of
knowledge in diarrhoeal diseases
anddnreulynlute.dsub]e:tsmma
view to developing improved
methods of healthcare. The eentre
is to provide facilities for training
to Bangladeshi and other nation-
als in collaboration with interna-
tional institutions,

Although the executive diréctor
denied ir, recently ICDDR,B in a
clear violation of its charter,
decided 1o hand over its training
division to a top NGO, whose
expertise in training personnel in
the field of diarrhoeal diseas&a is
notknown,

"We are working with Bm in
their school of public health, the
students of the school come (o
ICDDR,B for the second halfof the
school year for training, it is not
true that we are handing our tritin-
ing division over 1o anyone,” Sack
claimed, _

But the dean of BRAC's school
of public health, also Deputy
Executive Director A Mushtaque R
Chowdhury told The Daily Star
that talks are underway to hand
over the international tmining
divisionof [CDDR,B to BRAC.

"We have long experience in
public health related work and we
are preparing (o take over the
training division of ICDDR.B"
Chowdhury said. )

There are two distinct compo-
nents of training -- diagnostic and
clinical. For the former extensive
laboratory work is necessary, and
for the latter a well unctioning
hospital is needed. BRAC does not
have either of the two. How can
BRAC impart training is a question
that experts familiar with ICDDR,
B'swork are asking,

ICDDR,B was set up by an
ordinance in 1978, giving it immu-
nity from local taxes, rates and
duties. The ordinance offers a
wide range of privileges for its
foreign employees including
exemption from income @x and
privilege of duty free importof all
personal and household items.
The chairman, trustees, director,
officers and employees of
ICDDR,B are also immune from
any legal proceedingswith respect
to acts performed by them in their
official capacity. It is the only
institution in the country that has
the legal mandate for movement of
biological materials in and out of
the country.



