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THE: CAPTAIH 15 BACK: German midfield marshal Michael Ballack puts on a bib as he gets readyto take partina tralnlng sessionin Berlinon Monday.

Philosophical Ballack

INTERNET, undated

MnhaalBttllack 15 confident he will
get to play in "a few more impor-
:ammmches “after missing outon

: 'S twa biggest World Cup

year-old served a yellow

d han in the 2002 World Cup
“final bifore baing tested for hosts
Germany s anuch-anticipated
ciirfdin-raiser against Costa Rica
last¥riday.

The future Chelsea star will
finally teturn from a nagging calf
injury on Wednesday when his
troopstake on Poland in Dortmund,
and hehasset the barhigh.

“I hope there will be more
lmportant games coming up for
mie," he said when asked abouthis
absence from Germany’s last two

World Cup matches. -

"Thope we will get very far and 1
Jope that the importance of the
matcheswill stillincrease.”

Ballack admitted sitting out the
curtain-raiser was a tough pill to
swallow. b

"The opening match of a World
Gup is a great event for every foot-
ball player,"hestated, _

"You have worked very hard and
all the worldis watching when you
are playing the first match. I would
have loved to play but I have to
accept (coach Jurgen) Klinsmann's
decisionnottorisk anything.”

Ballack was instrumental in his
country's stunning run to the
World Cup final four years ago -
only to miss the 2-0 loss to Brazil
due to suspension, All-important
was the yellow card he had picked

up moments before scoring the .
game-winner in the semi-finals
against SouthKorea,

The former Bayern Munich
p‘lnymaker claims he has finally
found his peace.

"It's been a long time since the. -
2002 final," he added. .
"]havegomverztandthatiswhy

Tam looking ahead now.”
Meanwhile, Ballack has ¢ immed -

future Middlesbrough defender

Robert Huth will be a key player for
Germany during the finals - even
though an ankle injury has seen the
21-year-old dropping out of the
startingline-up.

"Right now we have a couple of
guys who are disappointed
because they have not played due ,
toinjuries,” Ballack stated.

"I am thinking of Robert Huth

who can be a very important man
forusinthistournament.”

Huth twisted his ankle in
Germany's first warm-up match, a
7-0 thrashing of lowly Luxembotirg,
which gave Per Mertesacker and
Ghristo h\a'{elze!dermeed{,mn the

'stnﬂnig e,

“Things haven't warked out for
[Hnbem us far beecause he picked
up an injury and 1 as the skipper
will try to rebuild his confidence,”
said Ballack.

Huth might return to, the start-
ing line-up for the clash with
Poland after the inexperienced
back-line was identified as
Germany s biggestweaknessin the
4-2win over CostaRica.

ButBallack considers the defen-
sive letdowns more of an overall

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Things going
Lippi's way

AFP, Hanguer

Ttaly coach Marcello Lippi sat back
and smiled broadly as he reflected
on his side's splid 2-0 victory over
Ghana in their opening Group E
Warld Cup match here on Monday,

Andrea’ Pirlo's rasping 40th-
minute drive put Italy ahead before
substitute Vincenzo Ilaquinta
settled an intriguing Group E con-
test of conwasting styles with a
breakaway goal seven minutes
from theend.

Questions have been rair d
ahm{lely sabilitv tocopewith e
distraction of ithe Serie A match-
fixing scandal, but Lippi thought
his team passe{:l their first test with
flyingcolours.

"The game went as we expected,
but 1 always felt that we had some-
thing, more than them and that
showed over the 90 minutes,” he
said.” 0

"We created lots of chances and
could have seored more, but 1 am

‘really happy 16t the lads because
the last 20 days have not been
easy.”

The 58-year-old former
Juventus coach admitted Ghana
provided a stern test of character
forthe Azzurri,

"They don'thave a team full of
big names, but we knew we would
suffer attimes, " hesaid.

Lippi was taken aback by his
firstWorld Cup experience.

"It sent shivers down myspine,”
he said, "Seeing the stadium full of
colour and so many fans smgmg
Ttalia’ wasa fantastic feeling.”

i 'SEE PAGE 1B COL 8
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ABSOLUTE BONKERS: Italian forward Vincenzo laquinta Is ecstatic after scoring his 5Ida s second goal against

GhanaatHannoveron Monday.

Break the
European
voodoo *

REUTERS, Berlin

Germany's clash with Poland on
Wednesday provides a chance for
the World Cup hosts to end a
decade-long run of failure against
European teams in the finals of
Major IOUrnaments.

The Germans made a habit of
brushing aside European rivals
during their glory years, racking up
threeWorld Cupsin 1954, 1974 and
1990 and three European champi-
onshipsin1972, 1980 and 1996.

Their golden-goal win over Czech
Republic at Wembley in the final of

Euro 96 was the last time they beata

Europeansidein abigcompetition.

Since then they have failed in
nine matches, including defeats by
Croatia in the 1998 World Cup,
England and Portugal at Euro 2000
and the Czechs at Euro 2004,

There have also been draws with
Yugoslavia at France 98, Romania at
Euro 2000, Ireland at the 2002 World
Cup and Netherlands and Latyia at

thelast European championship = |

Germany's 4-2 win over Costa
Rica in the opening game of this
competition has raised morale in
the camp but coach Juergen
Klinsmann knows streetwise
Poland will be morelikely to punish
any errors, "Poland will play with a
very different style to Costa Rica,”
said’ Klinsmann, who was in the
Germanteam for the Euro 96 final.

"Poland have a very strong team
and, after they lost to Ecuador, this
isamini-final for them."”

WC BRIEFS

AFP, Berlin

Millions of German fans but also
their counterparts acrass the globe
are doing their surreptitious bestto
sneak a quick view of as much of
the World Cup as they can during
office hours.

Next Tuestddy's final Gertnbi
group game against Ecuador is at
1400 GMT, before mostoffices close.

Bild newspaper asked the ques-
tion on office workers' lips: "Am/ 1
allowed towatch inthe office?"

The paper explained: "If your
boss says so, yes. Butthereisnosuch
thing astherighttowatch football.

Legal expert Helmut Plaotw
observed: "If your boss catches you
you risk-a warning - and even the
sack forrepeated transgressions.”

Bild meanwhile published a
huge coupon advertising new flat
screen televisions with' the mes-
sage: "Dear boss, please buy us a
plasma set for theWorld Cup.*
Paintitorange
A farmworker from the northern
Dutch region of Frise has taken his
love of the ‘Oranje’ to an extreme,
painting his cow Nynke orange in

‘the team's honour, ANP news

agencyreported.

The Dutch are traditionally a
phlegmatic lot but Pieter
Meindertsma threw that stereo-
type out of the window by getting
the paintbrush out and coating
Nynke, who now sports blue
hooves, the colour of the squad's
socks.

"We shampooed her first :md
then sprayed her," said
Meindertsma, explaining the paint
is the same as that used by fans to
tint their hairahead of matches.

Soccerslangs

One swallow doesn't make a sum- |

mer but it does make a diver, refer-
ees are being informed in a six-
language pamphlet giving them
basiclinguisticinstruction.

Themultilingual football dictio-
nary they have been given includes
"Schwalbe,"
butalso soccerslang for diving.

Other nuggets include the
ltalian for free kick [calc:u di
punizione).

But there's no Guarani so if a
Paraguayan player swears at the
man in the middle he might just get
awaywithit.

Godhelpus

After watching as their national
side went down 2-0 to Ecuadorina
hellishWorld Cup opener, Poles are
seeking divine assistance to lift

them to a higher plane when they
meet Germany in Dortimund on ¢

Wednesday.
SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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Poland's battle

for life

AFP, Warsaur

When Poland take on Group A
leader and historical foe Germany
in Dortmund Wednesday, the red
and whites will be playing for their
World Cup lives and trying to sal-
vage national honour after a disas-
trous opener against Ecuador.
“This match is very, very impor-

| tant, If we don't get three points or

even one, we can pack our bags and
gohome," coach Pawel Janas told'a
press conferencein Germany.

"The match with Germanyisthe
match of our life. It's a question of
'to be or not to be'," said the Polish
coach, seekinginspirationinatime
of difficulty from Shakespeare's
tragedy Hamlet.

Poland's and Germany's histo-
ries have often been tragically
intertwinedin thelast 70 years.

The German invasion of Poland
in September 1939 was the spark
that ignited World War 11, a conflict
inwhich Poland paid ahigh pricein
humanlife.

In a touch of historic itony, the
match in Dortmund falls on the
66th anniversary of the arrival of
the first trainload of prisoners -- all
Polish -- at the Auschwitz death
camp, set up by Nazi Germany in
southern Poland at the start of
World War 1I. But allusions to old
tivalries and war-time animosity
stopthere.

“"War is not football," sports

journalist Przemyslaw Rudzki of
mass circulation Polish tabloid
Fakttold AFR.

Fakt devoted its entire fromt
page on Saturday to Poland's 2-0
defeat against Ecuador the previ-
ous night, using three of the many
words in Polish for "shame", plus
“compromising” and "losers” to
tell the squad what it thought of its
performance.

The story ended with the sen-
tence: "Don'tcome backhome."

"There's a general feeling of
despair in Poland” after the defeat
byEcuador, Rudzkisaid.

*I'm 99 percent sure we won't get
through group A... Nobody believes
in aresult on Wednesday other than
a massive win by Germany. I don't
knowif the Polish team is capable of
shaking off what happened in the
Ecuadormatch,”he said.

Polish cap Ebi Smolarek, who
plays for German side Borussia
Dortmund, said the ambiance in
the team was "good” after a meet-
ing on Monday, but made a side-
ways admission that self-esteem
was down around the level of socks
whose elastic has gone,

“We have to think about how we
played in the first match and we
have to make ourselves believe that
we can playwell," he told.

I will give more than 100 per-
cent and 1 hope all the others will,
too," Smolarek said inresponsetoa
question about what message he

who have so far confounded
dits by not behaving like the ‘ab-
ble-rousers German and Pdish
policehad predlctedlheywuuu

"The fans created a great a(:no-
sphere during the match
Ecuador and ['want to apologiie to
them forour behaviour,” Janassaid
at the same press conference,

And amid the chorus of bleak
criticism, there was apositive tiote,
Andrzej Foltyn, a journalist for"We
Are Fans" magazine, which has a
circulation of around 10,000, said
he believed deep down that Paland
couldwinonWednesday,

"I'm counting on a drawat least
against Germany, Deep inmyhgan
Ibelieve inawin," he told.

And even if Poland make a
premature exit from the World Cup,
the squad would be welcomed
backon Polish soil. '

“Polish fans will not abandon
their team," said Foltyn. :

“If the Polish team plays like
recently, then, of course,ﬂlere 510
chance... But you have to believe
things will get better.”

Polish Prime Minister Kazimierz
Marcinkiewicz, President Lech
Kaczynski and Interior Minister
Ludwik Dorn have all said they will
attend the match against Germany
in Dortmund, which" also falls
almost 15 years to the day that
Germany and Poland signed a
friendship treaty.
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